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ROUND THE WORE 
In 1768, 1769, 1770 and 1941, 


SHE fhort intetcoufe which the Enelith 
H gentlemen had with the inhabitants of 
New Holland, prevented them from obtaining 
fo perfect a knowledge of the language of 
thefe people as could have been wished ; but, as 
it is an object too curious to be, pafled over in 
filence, we fhall give our readers the moft 
‘particular account that could be procured, 
They articulated their words very diftinaly, 
_ though they made a great motion with their 
lips when they were fpeaking, and their ut- 
terance was rather vociferous, particularly when 
they intended to fhew their difapprobation of 
any thing. When they were pleafed, they 
would thahifett their fatisfaction by faying bee, 
with a long flexion of the voice, in a loud and 
fhril tone; They frequently repeated the word 
fut, when in company with the Englith, feveral 
times together, which was fuppofed to be an 
expreflion of aftonifhment and admiration 3 
upon the whole, their language was neither harfh 


nor inharmonious, ‘as will appear Boa the fol- 
doing vocabulary. 
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A VocazsuLary of the language of the inha- 


© bitants of New Hotianp. 


Wageecee, 
‘Eiyamoac, 
Moree, 
Walloo, 
Peete, 
Meul, 
Garbar, 
Melea, 
Bonjoo, 
Yembe, 
Mulere, 
Unjar, 
‘Facal, 
Waller, 
Doomboo, 
Morcol, 
_Coyor, 
Gippa, 
Mocoo, 
Aco, 
Mangal, 
Eboorbalga, 
Nakil, 
Pongo, 
Peegoorga, 
Edamal, 
Kolke, 
Bamma, 


The head. 
The crown of the head. 
The hair of the bead. 
The temples. 
The forehead. 
The eyes. 
The eye-brows. 
T be ears. 
The nofe. 
The lips. 
The teeth. 
The tongue. 
The chin. 
The beard. 
The neck. 
The throat. 
The breaft. 
The belly. 
The back. 
The arms. 
The hands. 
The thumb. | 
The little finger. 
The knees. 
The legs. 
The feet. 
The nails. 
Aman 
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Mootjel, 
Dunjo, 
Tumurree, 
Tennapuke, 


Cotta, 
Poteea, 
Putai, 
Tabugega, 
Walboolbool, 
Z00coo, 
Maiananeg, 
Poorai, 
Poapoa, 


Galan, 


Wulgar, 
Kere, 
Boota, 
Chucula, 
Marra, 
Mingoore, 
Mailelel, 
Aibudje, 
Poona, 
Wonananio, 
‘Tocaya, 


_Eya & ba, 


Te, 


A woman. 

A father. 

A fone | 

The hole made in the noftrils | 
Sor the reception of the bone : 
ornament. 

4A dog. 

Fifo, 

Al turtle. 

“A fly. 

AA butterfly. 

Wood. 

Fire. 

Water. 


Earth. 


The fun. 
The clouds. 
The ky. 

To eat. 

To drink. 
To £0. 

To dance. 
To wim. 
TO Yawn. 
To fleep. 
Afleep. 

Sit down. 
That or this. 
A, or the. 
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We fhall now proceed to give an account 
of their paflage from New South Wales to New 
Guinea, with a recital of the incidents which 
happened on their landing on the laft men- 
tioned country. —-— Early in the morning of 
the 24th of Auguft 1770, the cable broke near 
the ring, in the attempt to weigh the anchor; 
on which another anchor was dropped, which 
prevented the fhip’s driving. As the lofs of 
an anchor might have been attended with fu- 
ture ill confequences, the boats were fent to 
{weep for it; but their firft attempt being un- 
fucceisful, they were difpatched again in the 
afternoon, when it was found, and the fhip 


being brought up to it, they weighed it; yer,, 


unfortunately, jut as they were going to fhip 
it, the hawfer flipped, and all their labour was 
fruftrated. Determined, however, not to lofe 
the anchor, they re-applied their endeavours 
on the following morning, \ when they were ate 
tended with tee 

Soon after the anchor was weighed, the fhip 
got under fail, fteering north-weft, and in a 
few hours one of the baal: which was a-head, 
made the fignal for fhoal-water. The fhip in- 
ftantly brought t to, with all her fails ftanding, 
and a eee being taken of the fea around her, 
it was found that fhe had met with another. 
narrow efcape, as fhe was almoft encompafied 
with fhoals; and was likewife fo fituated be- 
tween them, that fhe muft have ftruck-before 


the 
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she boat’s crew had made the fienal, if the had 
been half the length of a cable on either fide, 


In the afternoon fhe made fail with the ebb - 


tide, and got out of danger before fun-fer, 
when fhe brought to for the night, 

The meeting with thefe fhoals having deter- 
mined the Captain to alter his intended courte, 
he failed again the next morning (Sunday the 
26th) and foon got into deep water. They 
now fteered a weftward courfe, and, as no land 
was within fight, held it on till the dufk of the 
evening, when they fhortened fail, and made 
oppofite tacks during the night. The next 
morning they purfued their voyage, again 
fhortening fail at night, and tacking till day- 
break of the 28th, when they fteered due 
north, in fearch of New Guinea. 


They now cbferved many parts of the fea | 


covered with a kind of brown feum, to which 
the failors gave the name of Spawn, It is 
formed of an incredible number of minute 
particles, each of which, when {een through 
the microfcope, was found to confift of a con- 
fiderable number of tubes, and thefe tubes were 
fubdivided into little cells. The fcum being 
burnt, and yeilding no fmell like what is pro- 
duced by animal fubftances, it was concluded 
‘that it was of the vegetable kind, ‘This fcum, 
which has been often feen on the coaft of Bra- 
zil, generally makes its appearance near the 
dand.=-A bird, which is called the Noddy, 
was 
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was found this evening among the rigging of the 
fhip. Land having been feen this day from the 
mai{t-head, they {tood off and on all night, and 
at day-break they failed towards it with a brifk 


gale. 

Between fix and feven o’clock they had fight 
of a {mall ifland, diftant about three miles from 
the main Jand, which has already been diftin- 
cuifhed’ by the names of St. Bartholomew, and 
Whermoyfen. It is a-very flat ifland, clothed 
with trees, among which is the cocoa-nut; and 
was judged to be inhabited, by the fmoke of 
fires which were feen on feveral parts of it. The 
boats were now fent out to found, as the water 
was fhallow; but as the fhip, in failing two 
leagues, had found no increafe in its depth, fig- 


nals were made for the boats to return on board, 


and the veflel {tood out to fea tll midnight, 
and then tacked, and ftood in for land till the 
morning. When they were about four leagues 
diftant from it, they had fight of it from the 
deck, and its appearance was ftill flat and woody, 


Abundance of the brown fcum was ftill feen on 


the furface of the fea, and the Tars, convinced 
that it was not fpawn, gave it the whimfical 
name of Sea-faw-duft. vee 
The fhip now held a northward courfe, bare- 
ly within fight of land, till the 9d of Septem-_ 
ber; and as the water was but juft deep enough 
to navigate the veffel, many unfuccefsful at- 
tempts were made to bring her near enough to 
pad get 
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get on fhore: it was therefore determined to 
land in one of the boats, while the fhip kept 
plying off andon. | 

In confequence of this refolution, on the 3d 
of September, the Captain, accompanied by 
Mefirs. Banks and Solander, and attended by 
the boat’s crew and Mr. Banks’s fervants, fet 
out in the pinnace ;. but when they came within 
two hundred yards of the fhore the water was 
fo fhallow, that they were obliged to leave the 
boat, in the care of two of the failors, and wade 
to land. They were no fooner clear of the wa- 
ter, than they faw feveral prints of human 
feet on the fand, below high-water-mark, from 
whence it was evident, that the natives had been 
very lately there. About one hundred yards 
from the water there was a thick wood, along 
the borders of which they walked till they ar- 
rived on the banks of a brook of water, on 
which was fituated a fine grove of cocoa-nut 

trees, which abounded with fruit. 

Ata {mall diftance from the trees ftood an 
Indian hut, which had been thatched with their 
leaves, of which fome yet remained ; and round 
the hut were fcattered many cocoa-nut-hhells, 
the fruit of which feemed to have been lately 
gathered, Not far from this grew the bread- 
fruit tree, and a number of plantains. 

Our adventurers were now near a quarter of 
a mile from the pinnace, when three of the na. 
tives ran out of the woods, about one hundred 
yards 
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yards beyond them, fhouting in the moft vio- 
lent manner. ‘They inftantly ran towards our 
countrymen, the firft of the three throwing 
fomething out of his hand, which flew on one 
fide of him, burning in the fame manner as 
gunpowder, bue, making no noife, while the 
other two thtew their lances. The Eneliflh 
now fired ; /when the natives ftopped, and caft 
another lance, on which the mufkets were load- 
ed withball, and again fired.—The poor Indians 
now ran off with expedition, having, moft pro- 
bably, been wounded in the Segue conflict. 
Captain Cook and his companions, unwilling far- 
ther to injure thofe who could not originally have 
intended them any harm, retreated haftily to the 
boat, while the men, that had been left in the 
éare of her, made fignals that more of the na- 
tives were advancing towards the coaft; feveral 


of thefe were foon feen, and ftood ftil], as if 


waiting for the main body of their companions. 
Captain Cook and the party having reached thé 
boat, rowed a-breaft of the natives, who by 
this time were aflembled to the number of about 


| See Their ftature was nearly the fame with 


that of the inhabitants of New South Wales, 
but their colour was not quite fo dark: but, 
like them, they wore their hair cropped hort, 
During the farvey that was taken of them, they 
continued letting off their fires, a few ata time, 
in a kind of regular platoons; they were dif- 
charged by means of a piece of ftick, almoft 
like 
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like a hollow cane, which being fwung fide- 
ways, produced fire and fmoke exaétly like 
that occafioned by the firing of fmall arms. 
The crew on board the fhip faw this ftrange 
phenomenon, and thought the natives had fire- 
arms, ‘The gentlemen having fatisfed their 
curiofity by attentively looking at thefe people, 
fired fome mufquets above their heads, the 
balls from which being heard to rattle among 
the trees, the natives deliberately retired. The 
lances which had been thrown foon after the gen- 
tlemen landed were made of a reed or bamboo 
cane, and the points were made of hard wood, 
barbed in feveral places; it is imagined, that 
thefe lances were difcharged by means of a 
throwing ftick, as they flew with creat fwift- 
nefs above fixty yards. ; 

When this party returned to the fhip, fome 
of the officers entreated the Captain to fend 
men on fhore to cut down the cocoa-nut trees, 
in order to procure the nuts; but this, with 
equal wifdom and humanity, he refufed; fen- 
fible that the poor Indians, who could ill brook 
even the landing of a {mall party, on their 
coaft, would rifk their lives, and of courfe fa- 
crifice them, in defence of their property. 
The whole coaft of this country is low-land, 


‘but cloathed with a richnefs of trees and her-_ 


bage, which exceeds all defcription. 
On Monday, the 3d of September, 1770, the 
Ship got under fail, and early in the morning 
C of 
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of the 6th paffed two fmall iflands, on the lat-— 
ter of which Captain Cook would have landed, 
but as they had then only ten fathom water, 
and as the ground was rocky and the wind blew 
freth, he mighz have endangered the fafety of 
the fhip. They now failed ata moderate rate, 
with various foundings, till three o’clock the 
next morning, after, which they had no ground 
with one yoneiee d and twenty fathom. Before 
neon they had fight of land, which was con- 
jectured to be either the Arrou Iflands, or Ti+ 
mor Laoet; but they are not accurately laid 
down in any of the charts hitherto publifhed. 

On the evening of the oth they faw what 
had the appearance of land, and the next morn- 
ing were convinced that the firft land they had 
feen was Timor, and the laft Timor Laoet. 
The fhip flood off and on during the night, 
when a number of fires were feen on the ifland, 
and the next morning fmoke was feen in feve- 
ral places, from whence it was conjectured that 
the place was well peopled. The land near the 
fhore was covered «with high trees, not unlike 
pines; farther back were cocoa-trees and man- 
groves: there were many falt-water creeks, and 
feveral {pots of ground which appeared to have 
keen cleared by art; and. the whole: country 
rofe, by gradual flopes, into hills of a very con- 
fiderable height. 7 

_ As the land and fea breezes. were. now very 
flight . they continued in fight of the ifland for 
two 
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two days, when it was obferved that the hills 
reached, in many places, quite to the fea coaft, 
and where that was not the cafe, there were large 
and noble groves of the cocoa-nut tree, which 
ran about a mile up the country, at which dil- 
tance great numbers of houfes and plantations 
were feen: the plantations were furrounded 


with fences, and extended nearly to the fum- 


mits of the moft lofty hills, yet neither the 
natives nor cattle were feen on any of them, 
which was thought a very extraordinary circum- 
ftance. Fine groves of the fan-palm fhaded 
the houfes from the rays of the fun. 

‘On the 16th they had fight of the little ifland 
called Rorre; and the fame day faw the ifland 
Semau, at a diftance to the fouthward of Ti- 
mor. The ifland of Rotte is chiefly covered 
with brufhy wood without leaves ; but there 
are a number of fan-palm trees on it, growing 
near the fandy beaches ; and the whole confifts 
of alternate hills and vallies. The ifland of 
Semau is not fo hilly as Timor, but refembles 
it greatly in other refpects. 

At ten o’clock this night a dull reddifh light 
was feen in the air, many parts of which emit- 
ted rays of a brighter colour, which foon va- 
nifhed, and were fucceeded by others of the 
fame kind. This phenomenon, which reached 
about ten degrees above the horizon, bore a 
confiderable refemblance to the Aurora Borealis, 
“only that the rays of light which it emitted had 

C 2 | ne 


LTE GS 


Ve =e i mee cafe’ ant ‘ eas 
PPR ta STS 


Ley 


12 Captain COOK’s VOYAGE 


no tremulous motion. It was furveyed for two 
hours, during. which time its brightnefs con- 
tinued undiminithed. | 

As the thip was now. clear of all the iflands 
which had been laid down in fuch maps as were 
on board, they made fail during the night, and 
were furprized the next morning at the fight of 
an ifland to the weft fouth-weft, which they. 
flattered themfelves was a new difcovery. Be- 
fore noon they had fight of houfes, eroves of 
cocoa-nut trees, and large flocks of fheep. 
This was a welcome fight to people whofe 
health was declining for want of refrefhments ; 
and it was inftantly refoived to attempt the 
purchafe of what they ftood fo much in need 
of. The fecond Lieutenant was immediately 
difpatched in the pinnace, in fearch of a land- 
ing-place; and he took with him fuch things 
as it was thought might be accepiable to the 
natives. 

During’ Mr. Gore’s abfence, the people on 
board faw two men on horleback upon the 
hills, who frequently ftopped to take a view of 
the veffel. The Lieutenant foon returned, 
with an account that he had entered a little cove, — 
near which ftood a few houfes: that feveral 
men advanced, and invited him to land; and 
that they converfed together as well as they 
could by figns. He reported that thefe people 
were very like the Malays, both in perfon and 

| “ — drefs 5 
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drefs ; that they had no other arms but a knife, 
«which each of them wore ftuck in his oirdle, 


As the Lieutenant could not find any 


place in which the fhip might come to an an- 
chor, he was difpatched again with money and 
goods, to buy fuch neceffaries as were imme- 
diately wanted for thofe who were fick. Dr, 
Solander attended the Lieutenant, and, during 
their abfence, the fhip ftood on and off the 
fhore, Soon after the boat had put off} two 
other horfemen were feen from the fhip, one of 
whom had a laced hat on, and was dreffed in a 
coat and waiftcoat, of the fafhion of Europe. 
‘Thefe men rode about on fhore, taking little 
notice of the boat, but regarding the fhip with 
the utmoft attention. As foon as the boat 
reached the fhore, fome other perfons on horfe- 
back, and many on foot, haftened to the {pot, 
and it was obferved that fome cocoa-nuts were 
put into the boat, from whence it was con- 
cluded, that a traffick had commenced with 
the natives. A fignal being made from the 
boat, that the fhip might anchor in a bay at 
fome diftance, fhe immediately bore away for 
Hl. 


ported that he could not purchafe any cocoa- 
nuts, as the owner of them was abfent, and 
that what he had brought were given him; in 
return for which he had prefented the natives 
with fome linen, The method by which he 

oti learnt 


When the Lieutenant came on board, he re-. 


Jearnt a few words, of which they did. not 
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learnt that there was a harbour in the neighbour- 
hood, was by the natives drawing a kind of 
rude map on the fand, in which the harbour, 
and a town near it were reprefented; it was 
likewife hinted to him that fruit, fowls, hogs, 
and fheep, might be there obtained in preat 
abundance. He faw feveral of the principal : 
inhabitants’ of the ifland, who wore chains of 
gold about their necks, and were dreffed in fine 
linen.” The word Portugue/e being frequently : 
repeated by the Indians, it was conjectured, that ~ : 
fome natives of Portugal were on the ifland, | 
and one of the boat’s crew being of that king- : 
dom, he {poke to the iflanders in his own lan- 

guage, but he foon found that they had only 


know the meaning. While the natives were | 
endeavouring to reprefent the fituation of the | 
town near the harbour, one of them, in order 
to be more particular in direétions, informed 
the Englifh that they would fee fomething, 
which he endeavoured to defcribe by placing 
his fingers acrefs each other; and the Portu- 
cuefe failor took it for eranted, that he could 
mean nothing but a crofs. When the boat’s crew 
were on the point of returning to the fhip, the 
gentleman who had been feen on horfeback in 
the drefs of Europe came down to the beach ; 
but the Lieutenant did not think it proper’ to 
hold a conference with him, becaufe he had 
left his commiffion on board the hhip. 


In 
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_-In the evening, when the fhip had entered 
the bay to which they had been recommended, 
an Indian town was feen at a {mall diftance; 
upon which a jack was hoifted on the fore-top- 
maft head: prefently afterwards three cuns 
were fired, and Dutch colours were hoifted in 
the town: the fhip, however, held on her way, 
and came to an anchor at feven in the evening, 
The colours being feen hoifted on the beach 
the next morning, the Captain concluded, that 
the Dutch had a fettlement on the ifland: he 
therefore difpatched the fecond Lieutenant, to 
acquaint the Governor, or other principal re- 
fident, who they were, and that the fhip had 
put in for neceflary refrefhments. The Lieu- 


tenant having landed, he was received by akind 


of guard of fomething more than twenty In- 
Ana: armed with mufkets, who having taken 
down the colours from the beach, proceeded 
without the leaft. military order; and thus ef- 
corted him to the town where the colours had 
been hoifted the preceding evening. 

The Lieutenant was now Abndu@ed to the 
Raja, or King of the. ifland, to whom, by 
means of a Portuguefe interpreter, he made 
Known his bufinefs. The Raja faid, he was rea- 
dy to fupply the fhip with the neceffary refrefh- 
ments ; but that he could not trade with any 
other people but the Dutch, with whom he was 
in alliance, without having firft obtained their 
confent ; but that he would make application 

| to 
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to the Dutch Agent, who was the only white 


man among them, To this Agent, whofe. . 


name was Lange, and who proved to be the 
perfon that was feen from the fhip in the Euro- 


pean drefs, a letter was difpatched; and ina 


few hours he came to the town, behaved po- 


litely to the Lieutenant, and told’ him, he 


might buy what he thought proper se the inha- 
bitants of the ifland. 

This offer being freely made, and readily ac- 
cepted, the Raja and Mr. Lange intimated their 
wifhes to go on board the hip: anid that two of 
the Beats crew might be left as hoftages for 
their fafe return. The Lieutenant gratified 
both thefe requefts, and took them on board 
jutt before dinner was ferved. It was thought 
that they would have fat down without ceremo- 
ny; but, after fome hefitation, the Raja inti- 


mated his doubts, whether, being a black, they. 


would permit him to fit down withthem. The 
politenefs of the officers foon removed his 
{cruples, and the greateft good humour and fef- 
tivity prevailed among them. As Dr. Solan- 
der, and another gentleman on board, were to. 


Jerable proficients in Dutch, they acted as inter 


preters between Mr. Lange and the officers; 
while fome of the failors, who underftood Por. 
tuguefe, converfed with fuch of the Raja’s at- 
tendants as {poke that language. The chief 
part of the dinner was mutton, which the Raja 
having tafted, he begged an Englifh fheep, and 
the 


\ 
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the only one which they had left was given him : 
he then afked for a dog, and Mr. Banks gave 
him his grey-hound; and a fpying-clafs was 
prefented to him, on Mr. Lange’s intimating 
that it would be acceptable. 

The vifitors now told Captain Cook, that 
there was gteat plenty of fowls, hogs, fheep 
and buffaloes on the ifland, numbers of which 
fhould be conveyed to the fea-fhofe of the fol- 
lowing day, that he might purchafe what was 
heceflary forthe recovery of the fick, and for 
fea ftores. This welcome news gave great {pi- 
rits to the company, and the bottle went fo 
brifkly round, that Mr. Lange and his compa- 
hions became almoft intoxicated : they had, 
however, the refolution to exprefs a defire to 
depart, before they were quite drunk. When 
they came upon deck, the marines were under 
arms to receive them; and the Raja intimating, 
that he fhould be glad to fee them exercife, the 
Captain gave orders that he fhould be indulged, 
and three rounds were fired: he was equally 
pleafed ahd furprized at their manceuvres, and 
particularly charmed when they cocked their 
firelocks, exclaiming violently, “ that all the 
locks made but one click.” . This being ended | 
Mefits, Solander and Banks went afhore with 
‘the vifitors, who were faluted at their depar. 
‘ture with nine guns, which they returned with 
three cheers. 
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When they came to the town, the Englitty 
gentlemen tafted their palm wine, which was 
fweet, and not unpleafant: it is made of the 
frefh juice of the tree, without being ferment- 
ed. The houfes of the natives confifted of no- 
thine more thana floor of boards, over which 
was a roof of thatch, fupported by pillars 
about four feet in height. 

On the following Rb the Captain, attended 
by feveral sudsees went on fhore to return 
the Raja’s vilit; but their principal intention 
was, to buy the refrefhments: which had been 
mentioned the preceding day. When they 
landed, they were chagtined to find, that the 
cattle had not been driven down to the beach. 
They went on to the town, where they obferved, 
that the houfe of affembly, and fome few other 
_ houfes which had been built by the Dutch Eaft 
India Company, were diftinguifhed from the 


houies of the natives by having a piece of 


wood, almoft in the fhape of cows horns, fix- 
ed at each end of the roof ; and thefe they con- 
cluded were what the Portuguefe failor had ima- 
eined to be croffes, from the Indian having 
croffed his fingers when he was. defcribing the 
town. 

The Raja was at the houfe of affembly, fur- 
rounded by many of his principal fubjects; and 
'Mr. Lange alio attended. Captain Cook 
‘having informed them, that he had loaded 
his boat with goods, which he wifhed to ex- 
change 
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change for neceffary refrefhments, cere 
on was given him to land his effects. The 
Captain now endeavoured to make an agree- 
ment for the hogs, fheep, and buffaloes, which 
were to be paid for in cafh; but this bufinefs 
was no fooner hinted at than Mr. Lange took 
his leave, having firft told the Captain, that he 
muft make his agreement with the natives; 
and adding, that he had received a letter from 
the Governor of Concordia, in Timor, thecon- 
tents of which fhould be difclofed at his return. 

As they had now no frefh provifions on 
board, the gentlemen were unwilling to return 
to the fhip before they had dined; they there- 
fore requefted the Raja’s permiffion to. buy a 
fmall hog and fome rice, and hoped he would’ 
order his people to drefs the dinner. ‘To this 
the Raja very obligingly replied, that if the 
gentlemen had ftomachs to eat of Indian cooke. 
ry, he would have the honour of confidering 
them as his guefts. “A dinner being thus pro- 
cured, the Captain fent off the boat to bring li- 
quors from the fhip. 

Late in the afternoon the company fat down 
on mats, which had been fpread for them on 
the floor, having been firft conducted to a fer-. 
vant, who had a veffel made of the leaves of 
the fan-palm, containing water to wath their 
hands, in which the Indian affifted them. Hav- 
ing waited fome time for the Raja, they enquir- 
ed the reafon of his abfence, and-were inform- 
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ed, that the perfon who gave the entertainment 
never partook of it; but that the Raja was rea- 
dy to come and tafte of what was provided, if 
the gentlemen entertained any idea that the meat 
was unwholefome: having aflured the natives, 
that they did not harbour any fuch fufpicion, 
they began their dinner, which confifted of 
pork and rice, very excellent of their kinds, 
ferved up in thirty-fix difhes, and three earthen 
bowls filled with a kind of broth, in which the 
pork had been boiled: the fpoons were formed 
of leaves, but were fo fmall, that the hunger 
of the guefts would {carcely allow them patience 
to ufe them. 

When dinner was ended, the Captain invited 
the Raja to drink wine with him; but this he 
declined, faying, that the man who entertained 
company should never get drunk with his guetts, 


and that the only certain way to avoid arenes 


ennefs, was ta refrain from tafting the liquor. 
The gentlemen left the remains of their dinner 
to their fervants and the boat’s crew, wha 
not being able to eat it all, the Raja’s female 
fervants, who came to take away the utenfils, 
infifted that they fhould take with them all that 
remained. 

_ When the bottle had circulated fome time, 
Captain Cook began to enquire after the cattle 
that were eee to be driven down to the 
beach; when Mr. Lange informed him, that 
in the letter which he had received from the 
; Governor 
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Governor of Concordia, inftructions were given, 
thatif the fhip fhould touch at the if_and, and 
be in want of provifions, the fhould be fuppli- 
ed; but that he was not to permit her to remain 
longer than was abfolutely neceffary: that no 
prefents were to be made to the natives of low 
rank, nor even left with their fuperiors to be 
divided among them after the fhip had failed ; 
but, he added, that any trifling civilities receiv- 
ed from the Indians, might be acknowledged 
by a prefent of ‘beads, or other articles of very 
{mall value. It is a very probable conjecture, 
that the whole of this ftory was of Mr. Lange’s 
own manufacture, and folely calculated to draw 
all the prefents of any value into his own pocker, 

Soon after this the Captain was informed, 
that fome fheep had been driven down to the 
beach ; but had been conveyed away before the 
men could get money from the fhip to pay for 
them ; and that not a fingle hog or buffaloe had 
been driven down: but that a fmall number of 
fowls, and a quantity of the palm-fyrup had 
been bought. Hleartily vexed to be thus dif- 
appointed of the chief articles which were 
wanted, the Captain remonftrated with Mr. 
Lange, who told him, that if he and his offi- 
cers had gone to the fpot, they might have pur- 
ehafed any thing they pleafed ; but that the In- 
dians imagined, the feamen would impofe on, 
them with counterfeit money. — 
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This ftory was no more credited than the 
former; but not to lofe more time in a cafe of 
fuch urgency, the Captain inftantly repaired to 


the beach; but there were no cattle to be 


bought.. During his abfence Lange informed 
Mr. Banks, that the Indians were offended, that 
the feamen had not offered gold for what they 
had to fell, and that no other metal would pur- 
chafe their commodities: but Mr. Banks, dif- 
daining to hold farther converfation with a man 
who had been guilty of fuch repeated fubter- 
fuges, left him abruptly. Some hours before 
this, the Raja had affigned a much more pro- 
bable reafon for the cattle not being brought to 
the beach, faying, that the buffaloes were too 
far up the country to be driven thither in the 
time. Jn the evening the gentlemen returned 
to the fhip, not a litle difpleafed at their cHaps 
pointment. 

On the, 20th the Captain and doctor Sctander 
went again on fhore, and while the latter pro- 
ceeded to the town in fearch of Lange, the 
Captain ftaid on the beach, with a view to buy 


cattle. Atthis place was anold man, who had _ 


been diftinguifhed by the name of the prime 
minifter, becaufe he appeared to be invefted 


_ with confiderable authority ; and the Captain 


now prefented him with a fpying-glafs, in order 


to makea friend of him. At prefent there was. _ 


nothing brought for fale but a {mall buffalce, 
for eich five guineas were demanded. ‘Tho’ 
the 
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the Captain knew that this was double its value, 
yet he bid three guineas, as he was willing to 
begin dealing at any rate: the perfon who had 
it to fel] faid, he could not take the money till 
the Raja had been informed what was offered 5 
on which a man was fent to him, who foon 
came back with a maffage, that five cuineas 
would be the loweft price: this the Captain re- 
fufed to give; on which a fecond meflenger was 
difpatched, who {taying a long time, Captain 
Cook was anxioufly expecting his return, when 
he faw Dr. Solander coming towards the beach, 
efcorted by more than’ a hundred perions, fome 
of whom had lances in their hands, and the reft 
were armed with mufkets. When the Doétor 
arrived at the marketing-place, he informed the 
Captain, that Lange had interpreted to him a 
mefiage from the Raja, the fubftance of which 
was, that the natives were averfe to all trafick 
with the Enelith, becaufe they would not give 
above half the real worth of the things which 
were offered for fale; and that all trading what. 
ever fhould be prohibited after that day. | 
A native of Timor, whofe parents were Pore 
tuguefe, came down with this party, and deli- 
vered to the Captain what was pretended to be 
the order of the Raja, and which was in fub- 
itance the fame as what Lange had 'told Dr. So-« 
dander; but it was afterwards difcovered, that 
this man was a confederate of Lange’s, in the 
Acheme of extortion. The Englith gentlemen 


had 
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had at the fame time no boubt, but that the 
fuppofed order of the Raja was a contrivance of 
thefe men; and while they were debating how 
they fhould aét in this critical conjun@ture, anx- 
ious to bring the affair to a fpeedy iffue, the 
Portuguefe began to drive away fuch of the na- 
tives as had brought palm-fyrup and fowls to_ 
fell, and others who were now bringing fheep 
and buffaloes to the market. | 

Juft at this juncture Captain Cook happen- 
ing to look at the old man who had been difs — - 
tinguifhed by the name of prime minifter, im- 
agined that he faw in his features a difapproba- 
tion of the prefent proceedings; and, willing 
to improve the advantage, he erafped the Indi- 
an’s hand, and gave him an old broad {word. 
This well-timed prefent produced all the -good 
effects that could be wifhed : the prime minifter 7 
was enraptured at fo honourable a mark of dif- 
tinction, and, brandifhing his fword over the 
head of the impertinent Portuguefe, he made_ 
both him, and a man who commanded the par- 
ty, fit down behind him on the ground. The 
whole bufinefs was now accomplifhed: the na- 
tives, eager to fupply whatever was wanted, 
brought their cattle in for fale, and the market 
was foon ftocked. For the firft two buffaloes 
Captain Cook gave ten guineas ; but he after= 
wards purchafed them by way of exchange, 
giving a mufket for each; and at this rate he 
might have bought any number he thought pro- 
per. 
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per. There feems to be no doubt but that 
Lange had a profit out of the firft two that 
were fold, and that his reafon for having faid 
that the natives would take nothing but gold 
for their cattle, was, that he might the more 
eafily fhare inthe produce. Captain Cook pur- 
chafed of the natives of this ifland fome hun- 
dred gallons of palm-fyrup, a fmall quantity of 
garlick, a large number of eggs, fome limes 
and cocoa-nuts, thirty dozen of fowls, three 
hogs, fix theep, and nine buffaloes. 

Having at length obtained thefe neceffary re- 
. frefhments, Captain Cook prepared for failing 
from this place; but before we attend him on 
his voyage, it may be proper to give a defcrip- 
tion of the ifland, with an account of its pros 
duce, and the cuftoms and manners of its in- 
_ habitants. | 

The ifland of Savu is fituated in 10 degrees 
35 minutes fouth latitude, and 237 degrees 30 
minutes weft longitude, and has hitherto been 
very little known, or very imperfectly defcrib- 
ed. Its length is between twenty and thirty 
miles; but its breadth could not be afcertained 
by Captain Cook, who faw only the north fide 
of it. The harbour in which the fhip lay was 
called Seba, from a diftriét of the country fo 


denominated ; and there are two other bays on 
different parts of the ifland. At the time 
the Endeavour lay there it was near the end of 


the dry feafon, when it had not rained for al- 
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moit feven months, nor. was there a running. 
{ftream ef freth water to be feen, and the na- 
tives were fupplied only by {mall {prings, fitu- 
ated at a diftance up the country: yet even in 
this dry feafon the appearance of the ifland was 
enchanting beyond defcription. Near the coaft 
the land is level, and well clothed with the 
palm, called Arecas, and cocoa-nut trees: far- 
ther off the ground rifes in the moft gradual 
aicent, and is covered with fan palm trees even 
to the tops of the hills, fo as to prefent a regu- 
dar grove to the eye. The rains in this country’ 
_ceafein March or April, and fall again in OGo- 
ber or November: and thefe rains produce 
abundance of indico, millet, and maize, which 
grow beneath the hobleft trees in the univerfe, 
Befides thefe articles, the ifland produces to- 
bacco, cotton, betle, tamarinds, limes, Oran- 
ges, mangoes, Guinea corn, rice, callevances, 
and water melons. A trifling quantity of cin~ 
‘namon was feen, and fome European herbs, fuch’ 
as garlic, fennel, cellery. and marjoram: be- 
fides which, there are fruits of various kinds, 
and particularly the d4imbi, which has a fharp 
tafte, and is faid to be a very fine pickle, but it 
is not eaten raw ; its length is from three to four 
inches, it is nearly as thick as a man’s thumb, 
of an oval form, covered with a very thin fkin 
of alight green, and contains a number of feeds 
ranged in the fhapeof aftar, __ ho i 
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‘ Several buffaloes were feen on this ifland, 
which were almoft as large as an ox; and from 
a pair of enormous horns of this animal which 
Mr. Banks faw, it was conje€tured, that fome 
of them were much larger; yet they did not 
weigh more than half as much as an ox of the 
fame apparent fize, having loft the greater part 
of their flefh through the late dry weather; 
the meat however was juicy, and of a delicate 
flavour, The horns of thefe animals bend 
backwards, they have no dewlaps, nor {carce 
any hair on their fkins, and their ears are re- 
markably large. The other tame animals on 
the ifland are dogs, cats, pigeons, fowls, hogs, 
goats, fheep, afles and horfes. 

Few of the horfes are above twelve hands 
high, yet they are full of mettle, and pace nae 
turally in an expeditious manner: the natives 
tide them with a halter only. The hogs of this 
country, are fed on the hufks of rice, and palm- 
fyrup mixed with water, and are remarkably 
fine and fat. The fheep are not unlike a goat, 
and are therefore called cabritos; their ears, 
which are long, hang down under their horns ; 
their nofes are arched, and their bodies are co- 
vered with hair. The fowls are of the came 
kind, and though they are rather large, the hen 
lays a very fmallege. The fea-coaft furnithes 
the inhabitants with turtle, but not in any great 
abundance, ea 
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‘The natives of the ifland-of Savu are ra- 
ther below the middle ftature; their: hair is 
black and ftrait, and perfons of all ranks, as 
well thofe that are expofed to the weather, as 
thofe that are not, have one general complexion, 
which is the dark brown. The men are well 
formed and {prightly, and their features differ 
much fromeach other: the women, on the con- 
trary, have all one fet of features, and are very 
fhort and broad built. 
The men have filver pincers hanging by - 
firings round their necks, with which they pluck 
out the hair of their beards ; and both men and 
women root out the hair that grows under the 
arms: the hair of the womens heads is tied in 
a club behind, while that of the men js faften- 
ed by acomb to the top of the head: the men 
wear a kind of turban on the head, formed of | ° 
muflin, cotton, or even filk handkerchiefs; but 
the heads of the women have no covering. 
The drefs of the men confifts of two pieces 
of cotton cloth, one of which is bound round 
the middle, and the lower edge of it being drawn 
pretty tight between the legs, the upper edge 
1s left loofe, fo as to form a kind of pocket, in 
which they carry their knives and other things ; 
the other piece being paffed under the former, 
onthe back of the wearer, the ends of it are 
carried over the fhoulders, and tucked into the 
: pocket before. The women draw the upper. 
edge of the piece round the waift tight, while 
the 
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the lower edge, dropping to the knees, makes 


a kind of petticoat: the other piece of cloth is 
faftened acrofs the breaft, and under the arms, 
This cloth, which is manufactured by the na- 
tives, is died blue while in the yarn; and, as it 
is of various fhades, its look when it comes to 
be worn is very beautiful. 

The ornaments of the natives of Savu are 


"very numerous, and confift of rings, beads 


worn round the neck and on the wrifts, and 
chains of plaited gold wire, likewife worn round 
the neck: thefe things were worn by both 
Jexes ; but the women had likewife. girdles of 
beads round their waifts, which helped to keep 
up the petticoat. Many of the boys wore brais 
wire paffed feveral times round the arms, above 
the elbow: and fome of the men, who were {aid 
to be the fons of the Rajas, wore rings of ivory, 
above an inch thick, and two inches broad, on 
the fame part of the arm. One man poflefied 


a filver-headed cane, fuppofed to have been a 
_prefent from the Dutch Eaft India Company, 
as their mark was engraven on the filver. The 


Raja, and the principal officer of his houfhold, 
were commonly habited in night gowns of or- 
dinary chintz; but one time, when Captain 
Cook waited on the Raja, he was ei aa in a 
black ftuff robe. 

Mott of the men had their names marked on 
their arms, and the women a black ornament 
juft under the bend of the elbow, impreffed fo 

ule 
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that it could not be rubbed out. On enquiry 
it was found, that this practice had been common 
among the Indians long before they were vi- 
fited by any Europeans; and it was faid, 
that the necks and breafts of the inhabitants 
of the adjacent iflands were marked with 


circles. 
{t could not be certainly known how thefe 


black marks were impreffed ; but the following 
extract from'M. Boflu’s account of fome Indians 
who dwell on the banks of the Akanza, a 
river in North America, will afford a very pro- 
bable conjecture how the operation is perform- 
ed.—* The Akanzas (fays this writer) have 
*« adopted me, and, asa mark of my privilege, 
“¢ have imprinted the figure of a roe-buck upon 
*¢ my thigh, which was done in this manner: 
*¢ an Indian having burnt fome ftraw, diluted the 
“ athes with water, and, with this mixture, drew 
“* the figure upon my fkin; he then retraced it 
by pricking the lines with needles, fo as at 
every juncture juft to draw the blood, and 
the blood mixing with the afhes of the ftraw, 
forms a figure which can never be effaced.” 
The houfes on the ifland of Savu are of dif- 
ferent lengths, from twenty feet to four hun- 
dred, according to the rank of the inhabitant, 
and are fixed on pofts about four or five feet 
from the'ground. ‘The houfes are eenerally di- 
vided into three rooms of equal fize, the center 


room being fet apart for the ufe of the women; 
and 
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and fometimes fmaller rooms are enclofed from 
_ the fides of the building, the whole of which 

is thatched with the leaves of the palm-tree, 
_ The natives eat of all the tame animals which 
the ifland produces, but they prefer the hog to 
all the reft; next to hogs flefh they admire 
that of the horfe, to which fucceeds the Buffalo, 


and then the poultry; and they like the fleth 


of cats and dogs much better than that of- goats 
and fheep. Fifh is not eaten but by the poorer 
people, nor even by them, but when fome bu- 
finefs demands their attendance near the fea- 
coaft; and then each man has a fmall cafting 
net, which he wears tied round his body Raa 
he has not occafion to ule j it. 


The fan-palm is the moft remarkable, and 


mott ufeful tree that erows on the ifland, its 
ufes being equally great and various: foon af- 
ter the buds put forth the natives cut them, and 
‘tying under them. little bafkets formed of the 
leaves of the tree, a liquor drops, into them, 
which has the tafte of a light wine, and is the 
common liquor of all the inhabitants. The 
men climb the trees twice a day to bring down 
this liquor ; but as a great deal more is thus 
obtained than can be confumed by drinking, a 
part of the remainder is made into coarfe fu- 
gar, very excellent of its kind; and the reft is 
boiled in earthen pots, till it. is reduced toa 
fyrup, refembling treacle, but of a much finer 
flavour; and with this fyrup the natives fatten 
Ls their 
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their hogs and dogs. The leaves of thé’ tree 
are applied to the various “ules of making to- 
bacco pipes, umbrellas, cups, “bafkets, © ond 
the thatching of Houfes. The fruic of this 
tree is neatly of the fize of a full srown turnip$ 
but the natives are not fond of it, nor do’ théy 
fuffer much of it to come to perfection, as they 
wound the bloffoms for the fake of the liquor 
that diftils’from them’; the kernels of ‘the fruit 
muft bé eaten before it is ripe, otherwife they 
are fo hard, that the’ teeth will not pciietrats 
them. 

As wood for firing is very {carce on the ifland, 
the natives, by the following method, make a 
very little of it anfwerthe ends of cookery and 
diftillation. A hollow is dug under ground, 
in a direé& line, about two yards long, with 
a hole at each end, one of which ts large and 
the other fmall; the fire is put in at the 
largeft hole, while the fmaller one ferves for 
a draught. Circular holes are made through 
the earth, which covers this: cavity; and on 
thefe holes are fet earthen ‘pots, which 
being large in the middle, and fmaller to- 
“wards the bottom, the’ fire a@ts upon a con- 
fiderable part of their furface. Thefe pots 
contain, moft commonly, about eight or nine 
“gallons each, and they are kept continually 
boiling, with a very trifling quantity of fuel, 
foch: as a PGeaR -leaf, or a a dry ftalk; in’ this 
| manner 


ROUND THE WORLD. | 33 
fianner all their viGuals are boiled, as well 
as their fyrup’and fuear, | 
- Both the men and women chew betle and 
Greca, mixed with a fort of lime, compofed 
of fhells ahd coral ftones ; and as ‘they fre- 
quently © add tobacco to the other ingredients, 
and acquire this difeuftful pra@ice almoft in 
their infancy, there is not a2 fweet breath, or a 
found fet of teeth in the whole ifland. They 
fometimes {moke tobacco, ‘and the women, par- 
ticularly, {wallow the {moke. ‘Their pipes are 
made of ‘the palm-leaf, about the fize of a 
goofe quill; and half a foot long, in one end of 
which ‘they put the tobacco deligned for fmok- 
ing, 


The ifland confifts of fivedivifioris, each of 


which has a Raja, or chief Governor, of itsown. © 


Thefe divifions are called Timo, Massara, 
Recegva, Laat, and Szza. It was on this 
‘Yatt <diviGen that our Eneglith adventurers. went 


‘on thore : che Raja of which was between thirty | 


and forty years of age, and remarkable for his 
corpuleticy. He governs his people with the 
moft abfolute authority, but takes.on him very 
little of ‘the parade, or pomp of royalty. The 
prime tinifter, who has been heretofore men- 
_ tioned, appeared to be invefted with great pow- 
er, afd altnoft wholly to direct the actions of 

the Raja yet, fuch were the abilities and inte- 
prity of this man, that the people univerfally 
adored him. ‘When any difpute happens among 
r the 
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the natives, it is inftantly fettled by the. Raja 
and his counfellors, in the moft equitable and 
fatisfactory. manner. 

The hiftory of this ifland depends chiefly on, 
the authority of Mr, Lange, the Dutch faétor,, 
who informed Captain Cook, that it was able 
to raife feven thoufand three hundred fighting 
men, on the fhorteft notice. Thefe are Phe 
with lances, fpears, mufkets, targets, and pole- 
axes, which laft are not unlike a wood-bill, 
only that they are. much heavier, and have 
itrait edges. The natives are fo expert in the 
ufe of their lances, that they will throw 
them with fuch force and exactnels, as to pierce 
a man through the heart at the diftance of fixty 
or feventy, yards. Notwithftanding this fkill 
and difpofition for war, it is {aid, that the Rajas 
have lived in the moft perfect harmony for fe- 
veral ages. 

While Captain Cook was on the ifland he ee 
a great gun before the town-houfe, and fome 
fwivels and pateraroes ; but the great eun, which 
was almoft confumed by ruft, lay with the touch- 
hole to the ground, and the iwivels and pate- 
raroes were not in their.carriages. In the town- 
houle were a number of mee and targets, of 
as many different fizes as there were weapons ; 
and. with thefe the natives were armed when 
_they came down with Dr. Solander, with a view 
to influence the market. ‘The infides of the 
mufkets were almoft deflroyed by ruft, though 

“their 
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their outfides were kept clean and bright: the 
men had very little, if any, powder or ball in 


their cartridge-boxes ; but a piece of paper was 


put into each hole, as if they had been pro- 
perly 1 furnifhed. It has been already mention- 
ed, that they marched in the moft irrecular 
manner; and each man brought with him a lit- 
tle tobacco, a fowl, or fome other tri ifle, for 
fale. | : 

‘The inhabitants of Savu are divided into 
five ranks; the Rajas, the land-owners, manu- 
facturers,. labourers, and flaves. The land. 
owners are refpected in proportion to the extent 
of their lands, and the number of their flaves, 
which laft are bought and fold with the eftates 
to which they belong; but when a flave is 
bought feparately, a fat hog is the price of the 
purchafe, Though a man may fell his Mave in 
this manner, or convey him with his lands, yet 
his power Overhim extends no farther, for he 
mutt not even ftrike him without the Raja’s 
permiffion. The eftates of thefe land-owners 
are of very different extent; for fome of them 
poffefs not above five flaves, and fome five hun- 
dred, When a man of rank goes abroad, one 
_ of his flaves foilows him, sith a filver hilted 
fword or hanger, ornamented with horfe hair 
taffels; while another is furnifhed’with a little 
bag, containing tobacco, betle, areca, and lime; 
and even the Rajas themfelves take no farther 
ftate upon them. - | ; 
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The natives. of Savu entertain »& Veneration: 


for antiquity, fuperior, perhaps, to thatof any 
other people in the world., heir. principal 


boatt is a long line gf. venerable anceftors dothe: 
. houfes that have been well tenanted. for fuccef 
five generations. are heldiin: the higheft eftéem ei 
and even the flones, which are worm{moath: by 
having been, Jat upon. for ages, become:waluax: 


ble from, that very. circumftance :). the man 
whofe progenitors have bequeathed him any of 
thefe ftones, or whofe. opulence) has) enabled 
him to. purchafe them, caufes them,to,be rang- 
ed round his habitation, for his. \fervants and, 
flaves to fit upon, | : 


In the chief town, of each. diftrid the. Raja. 
caules a huge ftone to be fet up, a$.a. monument 
of his reign. Thirteen, fuch, itones.. were teen. 


in the province of Seba, and. the remains of 


many others, that have fuffered greatly by the: 


wafting hand of, time. .Thefe ftones are all 


placed on the top. of ahill, and fome,of them, 


are fo enormoully large, ‘that it, is impoeffible to 


conceive by what contrivance they could have, 


been placed in fuch a fituation, nor. could any, 
information in this refpect be obtained from the 
natives. From thefe monuments it is evident, 
that the ifland has been regularly governed for 

a feties of ages pait, OP See ge 
On the death of a Raja, proclamation is made 
that all his fubjedts fhall hold a folemn feftival , 
on which they proceed to the-hill where thefe 
: Pate en ‘ ftones 
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fiones. are ereCted, and feaft for feveral weeks 


or months, killing every animal. that can be 
found, to furnifh out the treat, which is daily 
ferved upon the monumental ftones. When the 


whole ftock is exhaufted, they are compelled 
to. afevere fat; and: when it happens that the 
feaft ends inthe dry feafon, when they cannot 
get, vegetables to eat, they have no other fub- 
fiftance than the palm fyrup and water, till the 
few animals that efcape the general maffacre 


have bred afufficient number for a freth fupply ; 


except indeed that the adjacent diftriéts may 
afford fome relief. The natives of Savu have an 
inftrument with which they clear the cotton of 
its feeds, which is only about feven inches in 
height, and fourteen in leneth; but is conftruc- 
ted on common mechanical principles. They 


have likewife a machine, with which they {pin 


by hand, in the fame manner as the women of 


England did, before the ufe of fpinning-wheels 
was known. The yarn they make is dyed as. 


before-mentioned, and they were once obferved 


to be dying fome girdles for the women, of a. 


deep red colour. 


The natives in general are robuft and healthy, 
and had the appearance of being long-lived.. 
The fmall-pox has found its way to this ifland,. 


and is as much dreaded as the pettilence: when 
this diforder attacks any perfon, he is carried 
to fome {pot ata great diftance from any houfe, 
where his food is conveyed to him by means 


of 
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of a long ftick,. for no one will venture very 
near the invalid, who is thus left to take his 
chance of life or death, », | 

The ifland of Savu having. ae vitae ‘by 
the Portuguele almott at their firft failing into 
this part of the world, they eftablifhed a fet- 
tlement upon it; but in alittle time they were 
fucceeded by the Dutch, who, though they did 
not formally poffefs themfelves of. the ifland, 
fent a number of trading veffels to eftablith a 
commerce with the natives. It is thought that 
the Dutch purchafes are chiefly confined to 
provifions for the fupply of the Spice Iflands, 
the inhabitants of which, cultivating almof 
every {pot of ground for the {pice trade, breed 
but a fmall number of cattle, A few years 
ago the Dutch Eaft India Company made an 
agreement with the feveral Rajas of the ifland, 
by which it was covenanted, that a quantity of 
rice, maize, and calevances fhould be annually 
furnithed to the Dutch, who, in return, fupply 
the Rajas with arrack, cutlery wares, linen, 
filk, and. fome. other things. Small vefiels, 
each of which is manned by ten Indians, are 
fent from Timor, to bring away the maize and 
calevances, and a fhip which brings the articles 
which are furnifhed by the Dutch, receives the 
rice on board once a YS and_ there being 
three bays on the coat, this veffel. anchors in 
each of them i in itsturn. The Rajas accept the 
Dutch articles of commerce as a prefent; and 
they 
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they and their chief attendants drink incéffant- 
ly of the arrack till it is all gone. In the acree- 
“ment abovementioned, the Rajas ftipulated, 
that a Dutch refident fhould be conftantly on 


the. ifland; to obferve that their part of the con- 
tract. was fulfilled. | 


The Dutch having thus concluded the treaty, 


fent Mr. Lange to a& as their refident, anda 
kind of afittant to him, whofe father was a Por- 
tuguele, and his mother a native of Timor, 
with one F rederick Craig, whofe father. was a 
Dutchmai, and: his Paatie an Indian. Once 
every two months Lange is attended by fifty 
flaves on horfe- back, and inthis ftate vilits each 
of the Rajas, and, if the crops are ripe, or- 
ders. veftéls to convey them immediately y to Ti 
mor, fo that they are not even houfed on the 
ifland, It is a part of Lange’s bufinefs to per- 
fuade the land-owners to plant, if he fees that 
there has been’ any neglect on their part. He 
conttantly takes with him a quantity of arrack, 
by the help of which he does not fail of making 
advantageous bargains with the Rajas. | 

| Lange had been on this ifland ten years, ‘dure 
ing all which time he had not feen a white per- 
eile except thofe who came annually in the 
| Dutch hip to carry off the rice. He is marri- 
ed to an Tndian woman, a native of the ifland 
of Timor, and he lives in the fame manner as 
_the’ inhabitants “of Sayu, whofe language he 
mip fpeaks better than gay « other 5 - like. them too he 
Ms : fits 
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fits on the ground and chews betle, and‘has {e 
perfectly adopted their manners, that he is an 
abfolute Indian, except in drefs and complexion. | 
Mr. Craig is employed in teaching the chil- 
dren to write and read, and inftru€ting them in 
the principles of Chfiftianity. The new tefta- 
ment, a catechifm, and fome other fmall books 
of divinity, have been printed in the language 
of Savu, and the adjacent iflands, at the ex- 
pence of the Dutch. Mr. Craig faid, there 
were fix hundred Chriftians in the townfhip of 
Seba only; yet there is neither a church nor a 
clergyman throughout the ifland. | 
The religion of fuch of the natives of Savu. 
as have not embraced Chriftianity, isa fingular 
fort of Paganifm, as every man makes choice 
of his own God, and worfhips him according — 
to his own fancy; fo that the variety of Dei- 
ties, and the methods of adoring them, aré 
fcarcely fewer than the number of inhabitants: 
The morality of thefe people, however, is of 
the pureft kind. A robbery is fedrce ¢ver coms 
mitted, and a murder is never perpetrated. 
When any. difputes arife between the natives, 
they inftantly fubmit the point in debate to the 
decifion of the Raja, and reft perfectly fatisfied 
with his determination. No man is permitted 
‘to marry niore than one wife, yet a violation of 
the marriage bed, or even the crime of fimple 
fornication, is almoft wholly unknown among 
them. Happy people! ba purity of whofe | 
morals 
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‘egnorals renders. them. fit objects of the envy and 
~emulation of the-Chriftian world. 


Of -the iflands.in; the Beh bolhacs of Sa- 
vu, the principal is ‘Timor, which is annually 
vifited by. the» Dutch refidents on the other 
iflands, . in. order to. make, up their accounts, 
Some of the, towns.on the north fide of Timor 
are in the hands of, the . Portuguefe.s but the 


Dutch poftefs. the far greater proportion of the 
j jfland; -on which. sae have built. a fort, and 
erected feveral, ftore- houtes.. a 


aD here are. three fall iflands, called the S6- 


at which produce a, great. abundance of the 


various, neceflaries.of life, that are carried in 


{mall veffels. to. the Dutch. fettlement on the 
| ifland of Timor; thefe iflands. are low and flat, 
‘and one of them has a ‘commodiaus harbour. 


Weltward from the Solars lies the little ifland 


of Ende, which is yet in the poffeffion of the 


Portuguele, who, have built a confiderable town, 


_called Larntuca,. on the north-eaft point of it; 
‘and. clofe to the town ‘is an. harbour where fhips 
: 3 ride i in fafety. | 


The ifland of, Rotte Kase a : Dutch refident on 


ye whofe. bufinefs is fimilar to that of Mr. 


Lange on the Hane < of Savuz -Rotte produces, 


y ~ 
a 


Hibesi a confiderable quantity ‘? cepa hit 

vis now, made toa great « degree of perfection. 

_... There is likewife a {mall ‘ifland lying to the 

- weltward of Savu, the chief qusennes of which 
eblcOws ea 4 
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is areca-nuts, of which the Dutch receive, im 
exchange for European commodities, as large 
a quantity every year as will load two veffels. 

A French fhip was wrecked on the coaft of 
Timor, about two years before the Endeavour 
was in thefe teas, She had been lodged on the 
sock feveral days, when the wind tore her to 
pieces in an inftant, and the Captain, with the 
greater number of the feamen, were drowned; 
but a Lieutenant and about eighty men having 
reached the fhore, travelled acrofs the country 
of Concordia, where their immediate neceffities 
were relieved, after which they returned to the 
wreck, in company with fome Dutch and In- 
dians, who affifted them in recovering all their 
chefts of bullion, fome of their guns, and other 
effects: which being done,. they returned to 
Concordia, where they remained feveral weeks ; 
but, in this interval, death made fuch havock 
among them, that not above half their number 
remained to be fent to their native country, 
which was.done as foon as a veffel could be fit. 
ted out for that purpofe. | 

To clofe the account of the ifland of Savu, 
it now only remains to give the following fpe- 
cimen of the language of its inhabitants. 


Specimen of the language of the inhabitants of 
the ifland of Savu. 
Momonne, A man. 
Monama, An old man. 
Monecopia, 
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Monecopai, 


Anawuneekee, 
' Madda, 


Otaile, 
Sivanga, 
Tangarei, 
Cavaringa, 
Vaio, 
L.acoco, 
Diuloo, 
Pagavee, 
Camaccod 
Wiulalea, 
Rootoo, 
Baibo, 
Duneeala, 


Row, 


Gnaca, 
Vavee, 
Doomba, 


“Maio, 


Doleela, 
Dulloo, 
Nudoo, 
Unjoo, 
Vooe, 
Nal, 
Yirroo, 
Arre, 
Lodo, 
Wurroo, 


AA boy. 

A child. 

The eyes. 
The temples. 
The nofe. 
The forehead. 
The cheeks. 


The tongue. 


The neck. 
The belly. 
The chin. 
The arms. 
The hand, 


The kneess 


The legs. 
The feet. 
Hair. 

A dog. 


A turtle, 
Fruit. 


Tobacco. 


Oranges. 
Rice. 

The fun. 
The moon. 
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Booro, 
Cova, 
Capa, 
Sooree, 
Bulla, 

Sao- lodo, 
Munda-lodo, 
O, 

Gnaa, 
Neenawei,. 
Ta eaco, 
‘Ta rai, 

Ta mudje, 
Ta bunge, 
Iffe, or uffe. 
Rooe, 
Tulloo, 
Uppa, 
Lumee, 
Unna, © 
Petoo, 
Aroo, 
Salo, 
Singooroo, 


Singooroo iffe, . 


Bread, 

4A coat. 

AA foip. 
Red, 
Black. 

The morning. 
wis he EVENING 
Yes. 

To eat. 

To drink. . 
To walk. 
To run. 
To. talk. 
To [neezes 
One. 

Two. 

T bree. 
Fourie os 
Five, 

Sax, 

Seven. 
Fight. 
Nine. 

Ten. 
Lleven, 


The Endeavour failed from the ifland of Sac 
vu on the 21ft of September 1770, and bent 
her courfe. weftward. In the afternoon of this 
day a little flat ifland was difcovered in-10 de~ 
grees 47 minutes fouth latitude, and 238 de- 

: es BEES 
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grees 28 minutes weft longitude, which has not. ° 
been laid down in any of the charts hitherto. 


o) Poet 


When the fhip got clear. of the feveral iflands 
before- mentioned, there was a continual {well 
of the fea from the fouth, which Captain Cook. 
imputed to the pofition of the coal of New 
South Wales, imagining it to have determined 
the fea in that direction. | 

On the 28th they fteered north-weft the whole 
day, in order to get fight of the land of Java; 
and on the goth the Captain received from mott 
of the officers and feamen their refpeCtive jour- 
nals of the voyage, regarding which he advifed. 
them to obferve the moit profound fecrecy: and 
he likewife poffeffed himfelf of the log-book. 
In the night following there was a ftorm of 
‘thunder and lightning, when the land of Java 
was feen to the eaftward by the brightnefs of the 
lightning. In the morning they had fight of 
the ifland of Cracatoa, WEE fingular for the 
height of its peak. 

Eatly in the morning of the 2d of Oétober, 
‘when the fhip was in fifteen fathom water, the 
was clofe in with the coaft of Java, along which 
they now fteered. As their faithful Indian 
friend Tupia was at this time extremely ill, the 
Captain difpatched a boat to the fhore, to en- 
deavour to bring him fome refrefhing fruits, and 
likewife to procure grafs for the buffaloes. As 
foon as the boat landed, the inhabitants affifted 

I the 
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the feamen in cutting grafs for the cattle, and 
in gathering a bunch of plantains and a few co- 
coa-nuts, for which they received a fhilling, and 
which were brought off to the fhip. The land 
of Java had a delightful appearance, being 
every where well covered with trees, 

This day they had fight of two Dutch veffels, 
and an officer being difpatched to one of them, 
to learn any interefting intelligence, he brought 
word back, that the Swallow had reached the 
Englifh channel in fafety, that difputes were 
carried to great lengths at home, in regard to 
the minifters, and in America, on account of 
taxes; and that the Ruffians, Poles and Turks, , 
were embroiled inawar. The officer faid, that 
the veflels were Dutch Eaft Indiamen, bound 
from Batavia, one of them to the coaft of Mae 
labar, and the other to the ifland of Ceylon: 
he faid likewife, that there was a kind of packet- 
boat, which he had been told, was appointed 
to carry letters from fuch Dutch fhips as came 
thither to Batavia; but Captain Cook conjec- 
tured, that her bufinefs was to examine fuch 
fhips as fhould pafs the Streight. 

The fhip had now been fome hours at an- 
chor; but a light breeze fpringing up in the 
evening, they got under fail, and continued to 
proceed at a flow rate during the night. On 
the 3d, in the morning, the Dutch packet-boat 
was obferved failing after the Endeavour; but 
the bore away again on the thifting of the wind. 

: | This 
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This changing of the wind obliging the Eni 
deavour to come to an.anchor, the matter of 
the packet-boat came along-fide of her, in one 
of the boats belonging to the country, bringing 
with him rice-birds, monkies, parrots, parro- 
quets, ducks, fowls, turtle, and other things, 
with an intention to fell them; but as the ftock 
which had been laid in at Savu was not yet con- 
fumed, and he had fixed very high prices on 
his commodities, very few articles were pur- 
chafed: the Captain, however, bought twenty 
or thirty fowls, and a fmall turtle, 

The mafter of the packet-boat had brought 
with him two books, in one of which he wrote 
down the Captain’s name, and that of the vet 
fel, to be fent to the Governor and Council of 
the Indies ; and in the other book he requetted 
that fome of the centlemen on board would 
likewife write down the name of the veffel, with 
that of the Captain ; where fhe came from, to 
what port fhe was bound, and as many particu- 
Jars refpecting any perfon on board, as them- 
felves might think neceflary, to fatisfy the curio- 
fity of any of their friends who might afterwards 
enquire for them. In this book many Por- 
tuguele veffels, and fome of other countries 
had made entries of the fame kind ; but a Lieu- 
tenant on board the Endeavour having written 
the fhip’s name, added only the words, * from 
Europe ;” yet of this the mafter of the packet 
took no other notice, than by faying he was 
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content with whatever they were) pleafed to 


write, which was intended: folely rane the infor- 


mation of their friends. Res Se 

They now weighed: the anchor, bite etait 
repeated attempts) to faili; but the wind,not 
blowing fo as to enable the ‘veffel to ftem-the 
current, fhe layoto till the morning! ef. the 4th, 
when a Dutch! officer came along-fide-the thip, 
and fent.a’ printed paper to-the Captain,‘ in ‘ex- 
ceeding’ “bad Englifhs the contents of which 
were to enquire,” 

ift, The wig S aera and to > wobti nation fhe 
belonged ? | | 

ad: Whether fhe! came BeNey. Europe, 0 or ay 
‘other place?) ah 

3d. What place fhe ohad Taft deguaPes fori ° 

4th, To’ what’ place fhe:was-bound ? 

sth, How many fhips belonging to the Dutch 
Company had been feen at the Taft coalt the Hi 
had left; and their names? 

6th, If one or more of thefe thips had been 


in company with the Endeavour, and was or 


were failed for that, ‘or any other place? 

“th, If, during ‘the voyage, any thing re- 

markable had happened, or been feen? 

8th, If any fhips had been feen and hailed 

at fea, or in the ftreight of: ng ore and what 
they were B | | 

| oth, If ‘ie had Kreualiey any other news wor- 

shy of attention, from ‘thé place whence the 

3 ship took her laft departure; or if “gh thing 

elfe 
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elfe had happened during the voyage, that was 
‘worth communicating, ~ 

Thefe queftions were underfigned, *¢ Batavia, 
in the caftle. By order of the Governor Ge- 
neral, and the Counfellors of India, ip Bran- 
DER BuNGL, Sec.” 


- Tt was obferved, that the officer had man ? 


other papers of the fame kind, in French, Dutch, 
and other languages. Captain Cook did not 


think proper to anfwer any of the above quef-, 
tions, except the firft and the fourth. When. 


the Dutchman obferved this, he faid, that an- 
fwers to the other queftions were not material ; 
yet he feemed to contradi@t what he had juft 
advanced, by faying, that he muft difpatch the 
paper to Batavia, and that it would reach that 
place by noon on the following day. | This in- 
cident is particularly recorded, becaufe the ex- 
-amining the fhips which fail through the 
ftreight, is faid to be a piece of Dutch policy 
of very modern date. 

As foon as the Durch officer was departed, 
the anchor was weighed; but the fhip was 
obliged to come to an anchor again in about four 
hours, for want of wind to bitte her properly 
to ftem the current. A breeze foon fpringing up, 
the veflel held on her way till the following 
morning, when fhe was again obliged to be 
brought to an anchor, owing to the rapidity of 
the current. This day and the next’ they 
weighed the anchor, and brought to feveral 
‘4 H times, 
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times. On the 8th they weighed, and ftood 
clear of a large ledge of rocks, which they 
had been near running fowl of the preceding 
day ; but before noon this day they were once 
more obliged to anchor near a little ifland, 
which was not laid down in any chart that 
they had on board. It is one of thofe that bear’ 
the name of the Milles ifles; and Mefits. So- 
lander and Banks having landed upon it, col- 

eted a few plants, and thot a bat which was 
a yard long, being meafured from the éxtreme 
points of the wings, they alfo killed a few 
plovers, in all refpects like the Englihh golden 
plover. On this ifland, the breadth of which 
does not exceed one hundred yards, and the 
length five hundred, they found a houfe, and 
a cae {pot of cultivated ground, and on it 
grew the Palma Chrifti, from which the Weft 
Indians make the caftor oil, 

In a little time after the gentlemen came 
back to the fhip, fome Malays came along. 
fide, in a boat, bringing with them fome 


pumpkins, dried fifh, and turtle for fale: one~ 


of the turtles, which weighed near one hundred 
and fifty. pounds, they fold fora dollar, and 
feemed to expect the fame piece of money for 
their pumpkins; but it bei cing hinted to them 


‘that a dollar was too. much, they defired that 
one might be cut, and a piece of it, given to 
‘them: but this not being complied neh they 


at length fold fix and Oy eE hy pumpkins fora 
Portus 
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Portuguefe petacka. When they departed they 

. intimated their wifhes, © | "that | this tranfaction 
might not be mentioned at Batavia. 

The fhip now made but flow way till night, 
when the land breeze fpringing up, they failed 
to the eaft fouth-eaft, and on the following day, 
by the. affiftance of the fea breeze, they came 
to an anchor in the road of Batavia. At this 
place. they found a number of large Dutch 
veffels, the Harcourt Eatt Indiaman ron Fing- 
land, which had loft her paffage to China, and 
two fhips belonging to the private trade of our 
India Company. 
~ The Endeavour had no fooner anchored, 
than a fhip was obferved, with a broad pendant 
flying, from which a boat was difpatched to 
demand the name of the veffel, with that of | 
the Commander, &c. ‘To thefe enquiries Cap- 
tain Cook gave fuch anfwers as he thought 
proper, and the officer who commanded the beat 
departed. This gentleman and the crew that 
attended him were fo worn down by the un- 
healthinefs of the climate, that they appeared 
but as the fhadows of men; which the Captain 
deemed a fad prefage of the havock which death 
would foon make’ among his crew ; yet at pre- 
fent there was not one invalid on board, except 
the Indian Tupia: the Englifh tars, whofe want 

of forefight and defiance oF danger is notorious, 
deemed not to enterfain the lealt idea that even 
icknefs would attack a fet of men fo hardened 
‘ ri 2 as 


a 
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as they were by. different, climates;..but alas. 
_ they had very little. idea Of the fatal contagion 
which impregnates. the alr, of. Batavia.) 4. 
The Captain, now difpatched, an officer to. fla 
Governor of the town,-to apologize! fot-the En-: 
deavour’s not; faluting;; for, he: had but three 
guns proper for,the iia exceptfwivels, and “| 
he was “popeneohys that Snack yes) not be 
heard: 5: ! 
The Bip was at ite time, es te that the 
made about nine inches water'anm hour, on one) . - | 
average ;»part of herfalfekeehwas odne; one = 
of her pumps was totally: ufelefs, cand the reft ; 
fo very much decayed, that they could not laft | | 
long. . The officers:and>feamen concurring in | 
opinion, that the fhip scould: nov: fafely put to 
fea again, in this. condition, theCaptain refolved 
to folicit permiffion to heave. her down; ‘but as 
he had learnt, that this muft be done in writing, | 
he drew upia PSEEOD a: and had it: tran (lasedid in- 
to Dutch. ., lob. SRO 
On Wedne(day the oe of Cacia 1770, 
the Captain and ithe: reft of the, gentlemen went 
on fhore, and applied to. the only Englith gen- 
tleman then refident at Batavia : this gentleman, 
whofe name. was Leith, received ‘his, country- 
-men in the. politeft. manner, and entertained 
them: at dinner with (great) -hofpitality.. Mr, 
Leith informed them, that.a public hotel was 
kept in the town, by order sof; che Dutch: go- 
vernment, at which place: merchants and cine 
wae 
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firangers'were obliged’ to lodge,: and that the. 
landlord of the hotel was bound to find them 
warehoufes for their goods, on the condition of 
his réceiving ten fhillings. on every hundred 
pounds of their-value ; but’that as the Endéau 
vour was a King’s fhip, her officers, and the 
other. gentlemen, » might’ ‘refide’ > where they 
thought proper, only afking leave of the Go- 
vernor, whofe permiffion would be inftantly 
obtained... Mr. Leith added, that they might 
live cheaper in this way than at the hotel, if 
they had any perfon who {poke the Malay 
tongue, on whomt they could rely in the pur- 
chafe of their provifions: but as there was no. 
fuch perfon among the whole fhip’s crew, the 
gentlemen immediately befpoke beds atthe hotel. 

In the afternoon Captain Cook attended the 
Governor General, who received him politely, 
and told him to wait on the Council the next. 
morning, when his ‘petition fhould be laid be- 
fore en and every thing he folicited would be 
readily granted. 

Late in the evening of this day there eiaphedd 
ed a mott terrible ibe of thunder and light~— 
ning, accompanied with very heavy rain.” In 
this ftorm the main-maft of a Dutch Eaft In- 
diaman was fplit and carried away by the deck ; 
and the’ main-top-maft and top-eallant-mait 
were torn to pieces; it is fuppofed, that’ the 
lightning was attracted by an iron fpindle at the 
main-top-gallant-maft-head. The Endeavour, 

I which 
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which was at a {mall diftance from. the Dutch 
fhip,. efcaped without damage, Owing, in Cap- 
tain Cook’s opinion,, to an eleGtrical chain, 
which conducted the lightning ¢ over the fide of 
the ‘veffel: and he recommends chains of the 
fame kind to be taken on board. all thips, to 
whatever part of the globe they may be bound, 

A centinel on board the Endeavour, who was 
charging his mufket at the time of the: ftorm, 
had it thaken out of his hand, and the Tgmmer- 
rod was broken in pieces : the electrical chain 
looked like a ftream. of fire, and the fhip fuf- 
tainéd a very violent fhock, 

On Tuefday thé rith Captain Cook waited 
onthe gentlernen of the Council, who informed 
him, that all his requetts fhould be complied 
‘with. In the interim, , the other gentlemen 
made a contraét with the matter of the hotel, 
to furnifh them and their friends with as much 
tea, cofice, punch and tobacco, as they might 
_ have occafion for, and to, keep them a feparate 
table, for nine fhillings a day, Englifh money ; 
but on the condition that every perfon who 
fhould vifit them, fhould pay at the rate of four 
thillings and fix pehce. for, his dinner, and the 
fame fum for his fupper and bed, if he chofe to 
fleep at the hotel ;, they, were likewife to pay for 
every fervant | that attended them, fifteen pence 
a day. 

Tt was foon Sieg. that they had been 
vilely impofed on; for thefe charges were above 
twice 


ROUND THE WORLD. 55 
twice as much as would have been demande at 
a private houfe. They appeared to live ele- 
gantly, but at the fame time were but ill fup- 
plied. Their dinner confifted of fifteen difhes, 
all ferved up at once ; s and their fupper of thir- 
teen ; but of thefe, | nine or ten were of the 
moft ordinary, ‘becauie the | cheapeft, poultry, 
that could’ be purchafed ; 3 and even fome of » 
thefe difhes were obierved to be ferved up four 
times. fucceffively : : a duck, which was hot at 
dinners was brought cold in the evening; the 
next day it appeared in the form of a fricafee, 
and was converted to forced meat at night, Our 
countrymen, however, only fared as others had 
done before them: it was the conftant cuftom . 
of the con{cientious mafter of the hotel, to 
treat all his guefts in the fame manner, when 
they firft took'1 up their refidence at his houfe: 
if they took no notice of it, all was well, for 
_the landlord had the better cuftomers of them: 
if. they remonftrated againit fuch treatment, the 
table was better and better fupplied from time 
to.time, till, in the end, Bney pau no reafon to 
complain, _ 

The gentlemen having found fault with their 
fare, ‘were afterwards fupplied : in a better man- 
ner; but Mr. Banks, not approving the con- 
duct of the mafter of ‘the hotel, ‘he hired lodg- 
ings for himfelf and his attendants at the.ad- 
joining houle, for which he agreed to pay five 
fand forty hil Hings a month: but here Mr. 
Banks 
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Banks was ‘difappointed in the hope he had 
formed of living retired ; for fcarce'a Dutch-\ 
man had occafion to pafs by the houfe, but he 
ran in without ceremony, to enquire what was 
to be fold; for it is a very unufual thing at Ba- 
tavia, for ftrangers who are in a private capa- 
city not to be furnifhed with fome articles of 
traffick. In this houfe no perfon was permitted 
to fleep, as a gueft of Mr. Banks, without his 
bed being feparately paid for. It is the univer- 
fal cuftom here to hire a carriage; and Mr. 
Banks engaged two, for which he-paid eighteen 
fhillings a day: thefe carriages are open chaifes, 
in which two perfons fit commodionfly, and are 
driven by a man fitting on a kind of coach-box. 

Their Indian friend Tupia had been till this 
time on board very dangeroufly ill, yet perfift- 
ed to refufe every medicine that was offered 
him: Mr.. Banks now fent for him to his houfe, - 
in the hope that he might recover his health, 
‘While he was in the fhip, and even after he was 
put into the boat, he was indifpofed, and low 
{pirited, in the utmoft degree; but the mo- 
ment he came into the town, his whole frame 
appeared as if re-animated. The houfes, the - 
carriages, the people, and many other objects, 
were totally new to him ; and aftonifhment took 
poffeffion of his features at fights fo wonderful . 
bet if Tupia was aftonifhed at the fcene, his 
boy, ‘Tayota, was perfectly enraptured, danc- 
ing along the ftreets in an extacy of joy, and 
éxamin« 


examining | the feveral objects as they prefented 
themfelves, with the moft earnett aAnquifitive- 
nefs and curiofity, ae 

_ OF all the circumftances. ‘which ented the 
attention of. Tupia,, nothin ng ftruck him fo. much 


as the watt. varicty of drefles worn by the inha- 


bitants OF Batavia: he enguired the reafon of 
what appeared fo avery extraordinary i in his eyes, 
and being informed that. the people were of a 
variety OF ‘nations, and. chat all were drefled 
accorditig : to the mode of their own country, he 
requefted permiffion. to follow the fafhion: this 
3 requeit being. readily complied with, a perion 
Was | difpatched. to the fhip . for fome South Sea 
cloth, with which he foon, clothed | himfelf i fa} 
the drefs. of, the inhabitants. of Otaheite. | The 
people of Batavia, who. had. feen an’ Indian, 
brought thither in M.. _Bougainville’s fhip, 
named Otourou, miftook Tupia for that man, 
and frequently enquired i. if he.was not the fame. 
__ As the aheceflary repairs. of the fhip were to 
be. made. at Ouruft, Captain ‘Cook. obtained 
an.order to the f fuperintendant “of, that ifland to 
Teceive her; and he ‘wrote to. the Secretary of 
the Admi iralty, an account of the fafe arrival of 
the Endeavour ; in the road of Batavia, and dit- 
patched his letter ‘by faa Dutch hip, that was 
ound t to Europe. - “ “ 
‘Captain Cook now applied | to feveral a 
to advance bim money. {ufficient to defray the 
if S datas at eae 
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expence. of repairing the fhip; but not oné 
could be found in the whole town who had the 
requifite fum in his poffeffion, or, if he had, 
was willing to advance it: he therefore made 
application to the Governor, who iffued his or- 


ders, that he fhould be fupplied out of the trea 


fury of the Dutch Faft India Company. 
Early in the morning of the 18th of Ofo2 


ber 1770, the fhip got under fail, and proceed= 


ed to Ouruft; and, in a day or two, the crew 
began to take out her {tores, which were depo- 
Gee in the wharf on Cooper’s [Mand but this 
bufinefs was rendered unavoidably tedious, by 


feveral Dutch fhips being at the fame wharf, 
taking in their ladings of pepper. 


After little more than a week {pent at Bae 


tavia, the ill effects of the climate began to be 


feverely felr.. Dr. Solander ‘and Mr. Banks 
were indifpofed with fevers ; Mr. Banks’s two 


fervants were exceedingly ill; the Indian boy, 


Tayota, had an inflammation on his lungs; and 
Tupia was fo bad, that his life was detpaiea 


OL. TT hety indifpofition was attributed partly 


to the heat of the climate, and. partly to the 
{wampy fituation of the town, and the’ ftench 
of the dirty canals with which it abounds, * 

By the 26th of the month, very. few. of the 
crew were well enough to do duty ; 4 and on ‘this 


day a tent was erected for their reception. fe ies 
‘pia now requefted to be conveyed - to the thip, 
‘in the hope of breathing @ purer air than, in the 
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town ; but his requeft could not be granted, as 
the was unrigged, and preparations were mak- 
ing to lay her down, in order that fhe might 
undergo a thorough repair: on the 28th, how- 
ever, Mr. Banks attended Tupia to Cooper’s 
Ifland, where a tent was pitched for him, in fuch 
a fituation, where he was alternately refrefhed 
by the land and fea breezes ; and the poor crea- 
ture was extremely thankful that he was fo 
| agreeably lodged. ‘By this time the Surgeon 
was fo ill, that he could not leave his bed ; Mr. 
Banks’s fever was greatly encreafed, and Dr. So- 
lander grew worfe every day. | | 
_, The fhip, was at length laid down on the sth 
of November, on which day died Mr. Monk- 
houfe, the Surgeon, whofe lofs was the more 
| Teyerely felt, as he was a man of {kill in his 
| profeffion, and fell a facrifice to the peftiferous 
| air of the country, at a time when his abilities 
were moft wanted. Dr. Solander, though ex- 
tremely ill, had ftrength fufficient to fee his re- 
mains committed to the ground, but Mr. Banks 
was unable even to pay this laft fad duty toa 
worthy man. ¥ ! 
. Death now advanced with hafty ftrides among 
our adventrous countrymen, who were equally 
unable to refift his power, or fhun his embraces. 
Several Malay fervants were engaged, to wait 
on thofe who were ill; but thefe people were 
fo remifs in their duty, that it was no uncom 
mon thing for the fick man to leave his bed in 
bal l2 fearch 
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fearch of his. attendant, The Indian boy, 
Tayota, paid the debt of Nature on the oth of 
this month, and Tupia,, whofe. tender affection 
for the youth can be equalled only by that of 
a4 parent for a favaurite child, was fo thocked at 
the lofs, that it was evident he could not long 


furvyive him 


By this time the fhip’s bottom, having been 
carefully furveyed, our countrymen had ample 
reafon.to be grateful to that Providence, by which 
they had been preferved during a paflage of fes 
veral hundred miles, through the moft danger- 
ous feas on the face of the globes. for the fheaths 
ing in feveral places was torn from the veffel, 
the falfe keel was in a great meafure gone, the 
main keel was damaged in many parts, feveral 
of the planks had received ereat injury, and a 
part of three of them was thinner than the fole 
OP a Mbere HON UstiT Ey I beds ie 

Mefirs. Solander and Banks were now fo. worn 
down by. their diforders, that the Phyfician, 
who attended them, recommended the country — 
air, as the only thing that could pofiibly reftore - 
them to the withes of their friends. In confes 
quence of this advice, they hired a country- 
houfe of the mafter of the hotel, who engaged: 
to fupply them with faves, and to furnith their 
table; but as they had fufficiently experienced 
the worthleffhefs of thefe flaves, they bought 
two Malay women, whofgon became excellent 
purfes, from that tendernefg of Nature which 
| does. 
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does fo much honour to the fex. While thefe 
gentlemen were taking meafures for the reco- 
very of their health, poor Tupia fell a victim 
‘to the ravages of his diforder, and ta his grief 
for the deceafed Tayota. When Tayota was 
firft feized with the fatal diforder, he feemed 
fenfible of his approaching end, and frequently 
faid to thofe that were about him, Tyau mate 
fee, “© My friends, I am dying:” he was very 
traétable, and took any medicines that were Of« 
fered to him; they were both buried in the 
ifland of Edam. 

Captain Cook beftows great encomiums on 
the officers and workmen of the Marine Yard 
at Ouruit, by whofe fkill and diligence the bot- 
tom of the fhip was perfectly repaired by the 
Z4th of the month; and he warmly recom 
mends the heaving down with two matts, in- 
itead of one, which, he fays, is undoubtedly 
the more Sucve reg as well as the ware mee 
thod. | 

By this time not above ten men, outof the 
whole fhip’s crew, wete able to do duty, and 
thefe were employed in getting the water and 
itores aboard, and in putting up the rigging: 
the water was purchafed at Batavia, atthe rate 
of one hundred and fifty gallons for fix fhil. 
lings and eight pence, 

Captain Cook’ was now ‘taken ill, and Mr 
Sporing and-a failor, who attended Mefirs; 
Banks and Solander at their country-houfe, were 
attacked 
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attacked with intermitting fevers but. thofe 
two gentlemen grew fomething better, though 
their recovery was very flow, Their houfe-was 
fituated on the borders of .a rivulet, which, of 
courfe, affifted the, circulation of the air; ang 
it was likewile open to the fea breeze. | | 
In. the night, of the 25th there fell fuch a 
fhower of rain, for the fpace of four hours, as 
even our voyagers had {carce ever remembered. 
‘Lhe water poured through every part of Mr. 
Banks’s houfe ; and the lower apartments ad« 
mitted a ftream fufficient to have turned.a mill, 
As this gentleman was now greatly reftored in 
health, he went to Batavia the. following day, 
and was furprized to. fee, that the inhabitants 
had hung out their bedding to dry. The wef- 
_terly monfoon. fet in about the 26th of this 
month: it blows in the day-time from the 


north, or north-weft, and, from the fouth-weft 


during the night: previous. to this, there had 
been violent thunder, and hard fhowers of rain 
for feveral nights. 

The mufquitos and gnats, whofe compaiiy 
had been {ufficiently difagreeable in the dry wea- 
ther, now began to hae in immenfe numbers, 
rifing from the puddles of water like bees from 
2 ee they were extremely troublefome during 
the night, but the pain arifing from their fting, 
though very fevere, feldom lafted more than 
half an hour; and in the day-time they feldom 
anade¢ their. attacks,, The frogs kept a perpe- 
: tual 
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tual croaking in the ditches; a certain fign that 
the wet feafon was commenced, and that daily 
rain might be expected. — 

~The fhip being repaired, the fick people bes 
ing received'on board her, and the greater part 
of her watet and ftores taken in, the failed from 
Ouruft on the 8thof December, and anchored © 
in the road of Batavia. “['welve days were em- 
ployed in receiving the remainder of ‘her pro- 
vifions, water, and: other necefflanes; though 
this bufinefs would have been done in much lefs 
time, but that fome of the crew died, and the 
majority of the furvivors were-fo ill, as to bs 
unable to give their aMfiftance. | 

‘On the 24th Captain Cook took leave of the 
Gewese and fome other eentlemen, who had 
diftinguithed themfelves -by the civilines they 
ghewed him: but at this juncture an incident 
occurred, that ‘might have produced . confe- 
juences by no means defirable. A failor be- 
longing to one of the Dutch fhips in the road 
wf Batavia, deferted from that veffel, and en- 
tered himfelf on board the Endeavour. The 
Captain of the’ Dutch fhip having made appli- 
cation to the Governor, claiming the delin- 
quent as a fubje&t of thé’ States. General, the 
Governor iffued-his order for the reftoration of 
the'man: Captain Cook had but juft taken a 
formal leave of the Governor when this order 
avas delivered to him 5 and’ he faid, that~ the 
she fhould be given up, if it'appeared that he 
SHAARS | was 
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AS the Captain was at thie 


64 


was a Dutchman; 


time on fhore; and did not intend goings on 


board tll the following day, he gave the Dutch 
Officer a note to the Liiiewans who command- 
ed on board the Endeavour, to deliver the de- 
ferter on the condition above-mentioned. Op 
the following day the Dutchman waited on Caps 
tain Cook, informing him, that the Lieutenant 
had abfolutely refufed to give up the feaman; 
faying, that he was anlrifhman, and of courfe2 
fobjectt of his Britannick. Majefty. «° Captain 
Cook applauded the condu& of his officer,. and 
added, that it could not be expected, that he 
fhould deliver up an Englith fubje@. The 
Dutch officer then faid, he was authorized, ‘by 
the Governor,’ to'demand the fugitive as'a Da 
nih fubje&, adding, that his name was entered 
in the thip’s books, as having been born at Ek 
fineur: to this Captain Cook very properly res 
plied, that the Governor mutt have been mifs 
taken, when he'gave this order-for delivering 
the deferter, ow 
would ferve the Dutch er the Englifh ; but 
that in compliment to. the:Governor, the man 
thould be given.up, asa: favour, if he appears 
ed. to be a) Dane; but that, in ‘this. cafe, he 
fhould by no means: be demanded’ asa right; 
and that he wotld-certainly. keep ‘him, if he 
appeared to be a fubjeGt of the crown of Great 
Britain. The Dutchman now. took: his leave, 
and he had net: been long gone, before the 
| Captain 


ho had his option whether he 
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“ €aptain received a letter from the commanding 
officer on board, containing full proof, that the 
man was an Englifh fubject. This letter the 
Captain carried to the Shebander, defiring him 
to lay it: before the Governor,, and. to inform 
him, thatthe man fhould not be delivered up 
on any terms: whatever.’ ) This {pirited conduct 
On the part of Captain Cock had the proper icy 
fect; and thus the matter ended. - 

This day the Captain, attended by Mr. Banks 
and the other gentlemen who had hitherto lived 


inthe town, repaired on board-the thip, which 


got under: fail the: next morning.” The Endea- 
vour was faluted by the fort, and by the Elvin 
Raft Indiaman, which then lay in the road ; but 
foon: after thefe compliments* were returned; 
the fea breeze fetting in, they were obliged to 
come'to an anchor. Since the arrival of the 
fhip in Batavia road, every perfon belonging to 
her had been il; except the fail-maker, who 
was more than feventy years old, yet this man 
sot drunk every day while they remained thert. 
The Endeavour buried feven of her people at 
Batavia, viz. Tupia and his boy, three of the 
failors, the fervant of Mr. Green, ‘the aftrono- 
mer, and the Surgeon: and at the time of the 
veflel’s failing, forty of the crew were fick, and 
the reft fo enfeebled by their late illnefs, as to 
be fearcely able to do their duty. 

‘The town of Batavia is fituated in fix digerees 
ten minutes ‘fouth latitude, and ene hundred 
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and fix degrees fifty minutes eat longitude; 
from the meridian of Greenwich. It is built on 
the bank of a large bay, fomething more than 
twenty miles from the Streight! of Sunda, on 
the north fide of the ifland of Java, in low 
bogey ground. Several {mall rivers, which 
rife forty miles up the country, in the moun- 
tains of Blaeuwen Berg, difcharge. themfelves 
into the fea at this place, having firft interfe- 
ed the town in different directions. There are 
wide canals of nearly ftagnated water in almott 
every ftreet, and as the banks of thefe canals 
are planted with rows of trees, the effect is very 
agreeable ; but thefe trees and canals combine 
to render the air peftilential. Some of the ri- 
vers .are navigable, more than. thirty miles up 
the country; and, indeed,.the Dutch appear. 
to have chofen this {pot to build the town on, 


for the fake of water-catriage, in which conve- 
mience Batavia exceeds every place in the world, 


except the towns of Holland. 
_ A writer, who publifhed an account of this 
place near fifty years ago, makes the number 
of houles at that time 4760, viz. 1242 Dutch. 
houfes, and 1200 Chinele’ houfes, within the. 
walls; and 1066 Dutch houfes, and 1240. 
Chinefe houfes, without the walls, with twelve 
houfes for the vending of arrack. The itreets . 
of Batavia being wide, and the houfes large,’ it 
ftands on more-ground than any other place that 
has only an equal number of houfes, 
ty ak | | In. 
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poste dry weather a moft horrid ftench arifes 
from the canals, and taint the air to a great de- 
Sree ; and when the rains have fo fwelled the 
canals that they overflow their banks, the ground- 
floors of the houfes, in the lower parts of the 
town, are filled with ftinking water, that leaves 
behind it dirt and flime in amazing quantities. 
The running ftreams are fometimes as offenfive 
as the ftagnant canals; for, the bodies of dead 
animals are frequently lodged. on the fhallow 
parts, where they are left to putrify, and-cor- 
rupt the air, except a flood happens to carry 
them away: this was the cafe with a dead buf- 
faloe, while the crew of the Endeavour were 
there, which lay ftinking on the fhoal of a ri- 
ver, in one of the chief is for feveral 
days. 

They fometimes clean the canals; but this 
bufinefs is performed in fuch a manner, as 
fcarcely to make them lefs a nuifance than be- 
fore; forthe bottom being cleared of its black 
mud, it is left on the fide of the canal till it is 
hard enough to be taken away in boats; and 
as there are no houfes for neceflary retirement 
in the whole town, the filth ts thrown into the 
canals regularly once.a day, fo that this mud is 
a compound of every thing that can be imagin- 
ed difagreeable and offenfive. 


There is a new church in Batavia, which is 
a fine piece of building, and the dome of it 
may be feen far off at oy This church is il- 
luminated - 
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luminated by chandeliers of the moft fuperb | 
workmanfhip, and has a fine organ: molt of 
the other public buildings are ancient, con- 
itructed in an ill tafte, and give a very compleat 
idea of Dutch clumfinefs, 

Their method of building their houfes feems 
to have been taught them by the climate. On 
the ground-floor there is no room but a large 
hall, a corner of which is parted off for the 
tranfaction of bufinefg : the hall has two doorss 
which are commonly left open, and are Oppo- 
fite each other, fo that the air pafles freely 
through the room, in the middle of which there 
is a court, which at once encneafes the draft of 
air, and affords light to the hall: the fairs, 
which are at one corner, lead to Jarge and lofty 
apartments above. ‘The female flaves are not 
permitted to fit in any place, but in the alcove 


formed by the court; and this is the ufual din- 
ngs of the family, pete 


The town of Batavia is encompafied by a ri- 
ver of fhallow water, the {tream of which is 
very rapid: within this river, which is of dif- 
ferent widths in various places, is an old ftone, 
wall, much decayed in many places, and within 
the wall isa canal that is likewife much wider in’ 
fome places than in others: fo that there is no 
entering the gates of the town but by crofling 
two draw-bridges:; there are but few guns on 
the ramparts, and no perfons are permitted to 
walk there, There is a kind of citadel, or 
Bein cattle, 
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- caftle, in the north-eaft corner of the town, the 


walls of which are both broader and higher 


than they are in other parts; it isfurnifhed with 
a number of large guns, which command the 
landing-place. 

Apartments are provided in this caftle for the 
Governor General and all the Council; and in 
cafe of a fiege they have orders to retire thither. 

In the caftle are likewife a number of ftore- 
houfes, in which the effects belonging to the 
Company are depofited. The Company have 
in their poffeffion large quantities of gun-pow- 
der, which is kept in different places, that the 
lightning may not deftroy the whole ftock at 
once; a great number of cannon are likewife 
laid up within the caftle. | 

There are a great many forts built in 
different parts of the country, feveral miles dif- 


tant from Batavia, moft probably erected to. 


keep the natives in fubmiffion ; and befides thefe 
there are a number of fortified houfes, each 


mounting eight guns, and thefe are fo ftationed 


as to command the canals, and the roads on 
their borders. ‘There are houfes of this kind 
in many parts of the ifland of Java, and the 


other iflands in its neighbourhood, of: which the 


Dutch have obtained the poffeffion, The Chi- 
nefe having rebelled againft the Dutch in the 
year 1740, all their principal houfes were de- 
molifhed by the cannon of one of thefe forti- 


fied 
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fied houfes, which is in the town of Batavia, 
where, likewife, there are a few more of them. 
~The roads of this country are fimply banks 
between the ditches and canals; and the forti- 
fied houles being ereéted among the moraffes 
near thefe roads, nothing is eafier than to deftroy 
them, and confequently to prevent an enemy 
from bringing any heavy artillery near the town; 
if, indeed, an enemy be only hindered a fhort 
time in his approach, he is effectually ruined, 
for the climate will preclude the neceflity of 
the ufe of weapons for his deftru€tion. Before 
the Endeavour had been a week at Batavia they 
began to feel the ill effe&s of the climate ; 
half the crew were.rendered incapable of doing 
their duty before the expiration of a month. 
They were informed, that it was a very uncom- 
mon thing for fifty foldiers, out of a hundred 
brought from Europe, to be alive at the expi- 
ration of the firft year, and that of the fifty 
who might happen to be alive, not ten of thofe 
would be in found health, and, probably, no¢ 
leis than half of them in the hofpital. One: 
would imagine-that no man of common fenfe 
would be tempted to refide at Batavia, for any 
_confideration of intereft whatever ; yet fuch is 
the infatiable thirft of gold, that men will vo- 
luntarily rifk the lofs of life to obtain it, and | 
even enfure the lofs of that health, without 
which the moft fplendid fortune cannot be en- 
joyed, | , 
All 
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_ All the white inhabitants of Batavia are fol- 
diers, and, at the expiration of five years fer- 
vice, they are ‘bound to hold themfelves in 
readinefs to go to war, if they fhould be wanted ; 
and the younger inhabitants are frequently muf- 
tered; but as they are neither trained nor exera 
cifed after the expiration of the five years above- 
mentioned, the little they have learnt is foon 
forgotten, and they would probably, if called 
to action, make as good foldiers as the militia 


of the city of London. The Portuguefe, who 


live in this country, employ themfelves very 
much in fhooting the deer, and the wild hog, 
whence they become excellent mark{men. fers 
Indians, of whatever nation, who refide here, 
and have either been made free, or were born 
fo, are called Mardykers 5 but neither thefe, 
nor the Chinefe are acquainted with the ufe of 
fire-arms; yet, as thefe people are faid to pof- 


fefs great perional bravery, much might be ex- _ 


pected from their expert ufe of ne daggers, 
{words and lances. 

From what has been above written it is €Vi- 
dent, that it would be a laborious tafk to attack, 
Batavia by land ;_ and it is not poffible to make. 
-any attack at all by fea, for the fhallownefs of . 
the water would hinder any veffels from ad- 
vancing within cannon {hot of the walls ; indeed _ 
there is barely depth of water for a fhip’s long- 
boat, excepting a narrow .channel, called the 
fiver, which'extends about half a mile. into. the 
harbour, 
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harbour, and is ftrongly bounded on each fide 
with piers; the other end of it being dire€ly 
under the fire of the caltle ; while its commu- 
nication with the canals of the town is prevented 
by a boom of wood, which is every night fhut 
precifely at fix o’clock, and never opened till 
the following day. 

Any number of fhips may anchor in the hare 
bour of Batavia, the eround of which is fo 
excellent, that the anchor will never quit its 
hold. ‘This harbour is fometimes dangerous 
for boats, when the fea breeze blows freth; 
but, upon the whole, it is deemed the beft and ~ 
moft commodious in all India. | 

There are a confiderable number of iflands 
which are fituated round the outfide of the 
harbour, and’ all thefe are in the poflefion of 
the Dutch, who deftine them to different pure 
pofes. On one of them, which is called Pur- 
merent, an hofpital is ereéted, on account of 
the air being purer than it is at Batavia. Ina 
fecond, the name of which is Kuyper, are 
erected a number of warehoufes, in which are 
dodged the rice, and fome other commodities, 
the property of the Dutch Eaft India Company : 
at this ifland thofe fhips belonging to different 
nations, which. are to be repaired at Ouruft, 
unlade their cargoes; and it was here that the 
ftores of the Falmouth Man of War were laid | 
up, when fhe was condem ned, on her return 
from aN her warrant officers, of whom | 

mention 
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tention has been made in the account of Cap- 
tain Wallis’s voyage, were fent to Europe in 
Dutch fhips, about half a year before’ the En- 
deavour anchored in the road of Batavia. A 
third ef thefe iflands, the name of which is 
Edam, is appropriated to the reception of fuch 
offenders, whofe crimes are not deemed werthy 
ef death, and hither they are tran{poited from 
Holland, and detained from five to forty years, 
in proportion to the turpitude of the offence 
they have committed ; the making of ropes is 
the principal part of the employment of thefe 
criminals, | 

The environs of Batavia have a very pleafing 
appearance, and would, in almoft any other coun- 
try, be an enviable fituation. Gardens and houfes 
occupy the country for feveral miles; but the 
gardens are fo covered with trees, that the ad- 
vantage of the land having been cleared of the 
wood that originally covered it, is almoft 
wholly loit; while thefe gardens, and the fields 
adjacent to them are furrounded by. ditches 
which yield not the moft fragrant fmell; and 
the bogs and morafies in the adjacent fields are 

{till more offenfive. 

_ For the fpace of more than thirty miles. be- 
yond the town the land is totally flat, except 
in two places, on one of which the Governor’s 
country-feat is built, and on the other they hold 
a large market; but neither of thefe places are ' 
en than ten yards from the level of the 


I, plain, 
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plain. At near forty miles from the town, the 
land rifes into hills, and the air is purified in a 
ereat degree ; to this diftance the invalids are 
fent by their phyficians, when every other pro& 
pect of their recovery has failed, and the ex- 
periment fucceeds in almoft every inftance, 
for the fick are foon reftored to health; but 
they no fooner return to the town, than their 
former diforders vifit them. On thefe hills the 
moft opulent of the inhabitants have country- 
feats, to which they pay an annual vifit. Thofe 
who refide conftantly on the hills enjoy an al- 
moft perpetual flow of health; and moft of the 
vegetables of Europe grow as freely here as in 
their native ground: the ftrawberry, in parti- 
cular, flourifhes greatly, which is a fufficient 
proof of the coolnefs of the air. 

The rice of this country is very plentiful, 
and, in order to be brought to perfection, fhould 
fie under water more than half the time itis 
srowing: but they have a fort which grows om 
the fides of the hills, which is unknown in the 
Weft India Hands ; this fort is planted whem 
the wet feafon commences, and the crop is ga» 
thered in foon after the rains are over. 

The maize which grows near Batavia is ga= 
thered while-young, and toafted in the ear, 
The land likewife produces carrots, pigeon- 
peas, celery, parfley, afparagus, onions, .rha- 
difhes, cabbages, lettuces, cucumbers, lentiles, 
kidney-beans, hyfop, fage, rue, Chinefe white 


* shadifhess, 
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rhadifhes, which, when boiled, are not unlike a 
parinip, common potatoes, {weet potatoes, 
wet and dry yams, millet, and the ege plant, 
the fruit of which, when broiled and eaten with 

falt and pepper, is moft exquifite food. 

Amazing quantities of fugar are produced 
here, and, while the quantity is beyond com- 
parifon greater, the care of cultivation is. in- 
conceivably lefs than in the Weft India Ifands. 
White fugar is retailed at two-pence and twe- 
pence half-penny the pound, and. arrack is 
made of the molaffes, with a {mall addition of 
rice; and the wine of the cocoa-nut. The in- 
habitants likewife raife a httle indigo for their 
own ufe, but do not export it. 

The fruits of this country are near forty in 
number, and of fome of thefe there are feveral 
kinds. Pine apples erow in fuch abundance 
that they may be purchafed, at the firft hand, 
for the value of an Englifh farthing; and they 
bought fome very large ones for a half-penny a 
piece at the fruit fhops, though they are ex- 
cellent eating, it is imagined they are reared to 
equal perfection in the hot-houfes of England, 
They grow fo luxuriantly, that feven or eight 
fuckers have been feen adhering to. one ftem. 

The {weet oranges of Batavia are good of 
their kind, but very dear at particular times, 
The thaddocks of the Weft Indies, called here 
Pumplemoefes, have an agreeable flavour. 
Lemons were very fearce when the Endeavour 


| lay 
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lay in the harbour, but limes were altogether 
as plentiful, and fold at little more than two- 
pence the icore. There are many kinds of 
oranges and lemons,/ but none of them excel- 
Jent. Of mangos there are plenty, but their 
ta{te is far inferior to that of the melting-peach 
of England, to which they have been compar- 
ed. It is faid that the heat, and extreme damp- 
nefs of the climate, does not agree with them ; 
yet there are many different kinds of them. Of 
bananes there is an amazing variety of forts, 
fome of which, being boiled, are eaten as 
bread, while others are fried in batter, and are 
a nutrimental food; but, of the numerous forts 
of this fruit, three only are fit to be eaten :. one, 
indeed, is remarkable, becaufe it is filled with 
feeds, which are not common to the reft. Grapes 
are fold from one fhilling to eighteen-pence 
the pound, though they are far from being good. 
The tamarinds are equally cheap and plenti- 
ful; but as the method of preferving them, 
which is in falt, renders them a mere black 
lump, they are equally naufeating to the fight 
and the palate. The water melons are excellent 
of their kind, and, are produced in great abun- 
dance. The:pumpkins are boiled as turnepa, 
and eaten with falt and pepper. ‘This fruit is 
admirably adapted to the ufe of voyagers, as it 
will keep many months without care, and makes’ 
an excellent pye, when mixed withthe juice of 
lemons and fugar.. he papawsof this country 
| are 
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are fuperior to turneps, if the cores are extract- 


ed, after paring them when they are green. The 


guava has a ftrong fmell, and a tafte not lefs 
difacreeable : it is probable, that the guava of 
the Weft Indies, which many writers have dif- 
tincuifhed by their praifes, has a very different 
flavour. The fweet fop is a fruit that has but 
little favour: it abounds in large kernels, from 
which the pulp “is fucked. “The tafte of the 
cuftard-apple very much refembles the dith 
from which its name is taken. The cafhew- 
apple produces a nut which is not unknown in 
England; but the fruit has fuch an aftringent 
quality, that the .Batavians feldom eat of it: 


the nut grows on the top of the apple. The 


cocoa-nut is plentiful in this country, and there 
are feveral kinds of this fruit, the beft of which 
is very red between the fhell and the fkin. The 
jamboo is a fruit that has but little tafte, but is 
of a cooling nature: it is confiderably lefs than 
a common fized apple, and thofe that have 
grown to their full fize are always the beft; its 
fhape is oval, and its colour the deep red. Of 
the jambu-eyer, there are two kinds, the white 
and the red: they are fhaped like a bell, and 
are fomething bigger thana cherry: they have 
no kind of tafte but that of a watery -acid. 
The jambu-eyer mauwar finells like a rofe, and 


its tafte is not unlike that of conferve of rofes. 


The mangoftan is of a dark red colour, and 
not larger than a {mall apple; to the bottom of 
this 
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this fruit adhere feveral little leaves of the 
blofiom, while on its top are a number of . 
triangles combined ina circle: it contains fe- 
veral kernels ranged ina circular form, with- 
in which is the pulp, a fruit of moft exquifite 
taite: it is equally nutritious and agreeable, 
and is conftantly given to perfons who are trou- 
bled with inflammatory or putrid fevers. The 
{weet orange of this country is likewife civen in 
the fame diforders. The pomegranate of thefe 
parts differs in nothing from that generally well 
known in England. The durion takes its name 
from the word dure, which, in the language of 
the country, means prickle; and this name is 
well adapted to the fruit, the fhell of which is 
covered with fharp points fhaped like a fugar= 
loaf: its contents are nuts, not much fmealler 
than chefnuts, which are furrounded with a kind 
of juice refembling cream; and of this the in= 
habitants eat with ereat avidity: the fmell of 
this fruit is more like that of onions, than any 
other European vegetable, and its tafte is like 
that of onions, fugar, and créam intermixed: 
the infide of the durion, when ripe, is parted, 
iengthways, into feveral divifions. The nanca 
is a truit which fmells like garlic and apples 
mixed together: its fize, in the gardens of Ba- 
tavia, isnot greater than that of a middling 
fized pumpkin, and its fhape is nearly the 
fame: itis covered with prickles of an angu- 
lar form, They were informed that, ar a 
| | | place 


place called Madura, it has been known to grow 
to fuch an enormous fize, as to require the 
firength of two men to carry it. The chame 
pada is in all refpeéts like the nanca, only that 
it is not fo large. The rambutan contains a 
fruit, within which ts a ftone, that is, perhaps, 
the fineft acid in the world: this fruit is not un- 
likea chefnut with its hufk on; and it is cover 
ed with fmall prickles of a dark red colour, 
and fo foft as to yield to the flighteft impreffi- 
on. The jambolan refembles a damaicen, both 
in colour and fize ;. and is of a very aflringent 


nature. The boa bidarra taftes like an apple,. 


but is likewife extremely altringent ; its fize is 
that of a goofeberry, its form round, and its 
colour yellow. The nam nam makes an excel- 
lent fritter, if friedin batter, but isnot efteem- 
ed when raw: the rind of it is rough, its length 
is about three inches, and its fhape not unlike 
that of akidney, The catappa and the canare 
are two fpecies of nuts, the kernels of which 
are like thofe of an almond, but fo hard, thar 
it is almoft impoffible to break them. The 
madja contains a pulp of a fharp tafte, which is 
eaten with fugar: this fruit is covered with a 
very hard thell, The funtal is a fruit fearcely 
fst to be eaten, being at once aftringent, acid, 
and of a moft unpleafant tafte, yet it is pub- 
lickly fold in the ftreets of Batavia: it containg 
a number of kernels, which are inclofed in a 
thick fkin, The falack is nearly of the fize of 

| | } a {mal} 
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a {mall golden pippin, and contains a few kep2 
nels of a yellow colour, the tafte of which is 
not unlike that of a ftrawberry ; but the co« 
vering of this fruit is very remarkable, as it 
confifts of a number of {cales refembling thofe 
of a fifh.. The cherrema and the blimbing; 
are two four fruits, exceedingly well adapted to 
make four fauce and pickles. The blimbing: 
befle is another fruit of the fame kind, but 
confiderably {weeter. 

Of the fruits not in feafon when Captain 
Cook was at Batavia, he mentions the boa ataps 
and the kimkit, which he faw preferved in fu- 
gar; and there are feveral other forts which the 
Batavians are fond of, but they are never 
eaten by ftrangers, among thofe are the mos 
ringa, the guilindina, the kellor, and the foc- 

cum, this laft has the appearance. of the 
bread: fruit, which is produced in the iflands of 
the South Seas, but it is not near fo good; tho’ 
the tree on which it erowsis alfo CAC hike the: 
bread fruit tree. 

The fruit fold at the common fhops i is genes 
rally too ripe; but in a ftreet, named Paffar 
Piffang, which is inhabited by Chinefe. frui- 
terers only, that whichis very good may be ob- 
tained, but at a price greatly exceeding its va- 
lue. The gardens of gentlemen near the town . 
furnifh thefe Chinefe fruit-fellers ; but the other 
dealers are fupplied ‘from a greater diftance up 
the country, where the inhabitants live by the 

~ cultivas 
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cultivation of large tracts of land, for the fole 
purpofe of raifing fruit. 

{tis aftonifhing to conceive what quantities of 
fruit are eaten at Batavia. Two large markets 
are held weekly, at diftant places, for the ac- 
commodation of perfons refiding in different 
parts of the country ; and at thefe markets the 
fruit-fellers of the town meet. the gardeners, 


and purchafe their goods at very low rates: but 


as the markets are held on Mondays and Sa- 
turdays, thofe who with to be fupplied with 
what is frefh, in the middle of the week, muft 
apply to the Chinefe-dealers above-mentioned, 
as the heat of the climate renders it. unfit for 
eating in a few days. At thefe markets i is 


common to fee ** fifty or fixty cart-loads of the 


“< fine{t pine- nolchaci carelefsly tumbled | toge- 
erigier.? 

The Batavians, hid the natives of okies parts 
of the ifland of Java, ftrew an immenfe num- 
ber of flowers about their houfes,:and are al- 
moft always burnteg aromatic woods and gums; 
which, it is imagined, is done by way‘of pu- 
rifying the air; the ftench that’arifes from the 
canals and ditches being siete ig and 
difagreeable. | ens 

- The fweet'{cented flowers of iad country are 
very numerous, many of which» being ‘totally 
unknown in. England; we! fhall mention afew 
of the moft remarkable.—The combang ton- 
quin, and combarig caracnaffi, are very fra- 
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grant flowers, but unlike any thing feen in the 
ededere of Europe: they are very ‘ena feem 
to be of the dog’s-bane kind, and both in fmell 
and fhape are very much alike.—The cananga 
Jooks more like a bunch of leaves than a flower ; 
its {mell is fingular, but extremely rileaGaneine 
The bonja tanjong is of a pale yellow colour, and 
delightful {mell: it is about,an inch and a half 
in circumference, and confifts of pointed leaves, 
which give it the form of a ftar—The cham-. 
packa {melis fomewhat like a jonquil, and is 
otherwife not unlike it, though rather of a 
deeper yellow: this Rawr is produced by a 
large tree.. Shs Ga 

The fundal alanis 1s re mentioned on ace 
count of its. name, which implies, * the in- 
“ triguer of the night.” This flower has no 
kind of {mell during the day-time, but en the 
approach of the night its fweets begin to dif- 
clofe themfelves, and. its fragrancy is almoft 
unequalled: in. other refpedcts it is the fame.as 
the tuberofe of England. 

All the above-mentioned. kinds of flowers 
being made 1 into nofegays of. various fhapes, or - 
flrung ena piece of thread, are carried — 
the ftreets of an evening for fale. 
dens of: the gentlemen affoid many Siweeel sss 
fides thofe above-mentioned, but they do .not 
: growin niombers fufficient to be. oftered.to: fale. 

“This ‘country produces ‘a plant, called pane 
dais, ‘the ils of which being fhred fmall, 
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and mixed with a variety of flowers, the na- 
tives, both men and women, fill their clothes 
and hair with this fragrant mixture, which they 
likewife fprinkle on their beds, and fleep be- 
neath a profufion of fweets; a fingle fheet of 
fine chintz being all the other covering of the 
bed. , 
Formerly the ifland of Java produced no 
kind of fpices but pepper, and the’ quantity 
which the Dutch bring annually from thence is 
_ very confiderable; but the quantity that is made 
ufe of in the country is very fmall, as the peo- 
ple there give the preference to Cayan pepper. 
The inhabitants are extremely fond of nutmegs 
and cloves, but they bear too high a price to 
be much in ufe, as the trees which produce 
them are all become Dutch property. 

Cloves are now grown no where but on the 
ifland of Amboina, and fome little iflands near 
it; the artful Hollanders having poffeffed them- 
felves of all the trees, in confequence of feve- 
ral fubfequent treaties of peace, with the feve- 
ral kings of the other iflands; for at the con- 
clufion of every war, the conquerors left the 
poor Indians ftill fewer trees, by way of pu- 
nifhment for their oppofition, till, in the end, 
they have deftroyed them all. 

There are fearce any nutmegs, except on 
the ifland of Banda, where they originally 
grew; this ifland, however, produces a plenty, 
equal to the demand of all the world. On the 
M 2 coait 
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coalt of New Guinea ee are a 4 {mall number 
of nutmeg-trees. 

The ifland of Java produces goats, fheeps 
hogs, buffaloes, and horfes.. ‘he horfe; 
which is faid to have been met with here 
when the country was originally difcovered, 
is a {mall, but nimble animal, being feldom 
above thirteen’ hands high. The horned cat- 
tle of this country are different from thofe 
of. Europe: the flefh is extremely lean; but 
of a very fine grain. Both the Chinefe and 
the natives of the ifland feed on the buffa- 
loe ; but the Dutch will neither tafte the fleth 
nor the milk, from a ridiculous idea, that 
they are productive of fevers, The fheep 
are tough and ill-tafted; their {kins are’ hairy, 
and they have long hanging-ears. A few fheep 
-from the Cape of | Geld. eae being at Batavia, 
Captain Cook bought fome of avis at the rate 
of a fhilling a pound. 

The hogs, efpecially thofe of the Claes 
breed, are exquifitely fine food, but fo extra- 
vagantly fat, that the lean is always fold fepa- 
rately. The butchers, who are Chinefe, have 
no kind of objection to taking off the far, 
which they melt, and fell to their countrymen, 
who eat it with their rice: though thefe hogs 
are fuch fine food, yet the Dutch prefer the 
breed of Holland, which are sonia naga fold 
at extravagant rates, 
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he Portuguefe make a practice of fhooting 
the wild hog, and deer of two kinds, with 
which the Poariouthtiod of Batavia abounds : 
- thefe are all good eating, and are purchafed at 
very moderate prices. The goats of this coun- 
try are as bad food as the fheep. Dogs and 
cats abound on the ifland, and wild horfes and 


other cattle are found on fhe mountains ata. 


confiderable diftance from Batavia. 
Few monkies are feen near the town, but 
there are many of them on the mountains and 


defart places, where alfo are a few rhinocerofes, 


and great numbers of tygers. 


The quantity of fith taken here is aftonifhing- 
ly great, and all the kinds of them are fine 


food, except a few which are very fcarce; yet 
fuch is the falfe pride of the inhabitants, that 
thefe few fearce forts are fold at very high rates, 
while. thofe that are good are fold for a mere tri- 
- fle; nor are they eaten but by the flaves. A 
: gentleman - with whom Captain Cook dined 


= 


told him, he could have bought a finer difh of | 


fith for a fhilling, than what he had given ten 
for ; but that he fhould have been the ridicule 
of all the politer people, if be had gone to fo 
good a market. i 

The D Dutch will not taite of the civeele Which 
are taken here: Captain Cook acknowledges 
that they are fine €ating, though not equal to 
thofe catched- in the Weft Indies, even when 
: HD are drefled in London, Mr, Banks thot a 
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lizard five feet in lenath, which was extremely 


well tafted: our adventurers were informed, 


that fome of thefe animals had been feen, which 
were full as thick asthe thigh of a man. 

This country produces an abundance of poul- 
try, as excellent of their kinds as thofe of Eng- 
land. ‘The turkies are immoderately dear, and 
the pigeons not much lefs fo; but the geefe, 
ducks, and fine large fowls are altogether as 
cheap. 

The neighbourhood of Batavia produces 
{nipes of two kinds, one of which was the fame 
as the Englifh: of the Portuguefe, who ap- 
pear to be the only dealers in wild fowl, any 
number of thrufhes might have been purchafed, 
Our adventurers once, and once only, faw a 
wild duck in the fields, but never obferved any 
of thefe birds expofed to fale; and, indeed, 
wild fowl in general are far from being plenti- 
ful at Batavia. Captain Cook obferves, as a 
fingularity refpecting the fnipe, that he is to be 


met with in all the quarters of the globe, and — 


is {een in a greater variety of places than any 
other of the whole feathered creation, | 
The liquors of the ifland of Java, are palm-— 
wine andarrack ; of the former they have three 
forts, the firft of which is drank within a few 
hours after it is drawn from the tree, and al- 
moft in its original flate, when it has a mode- 
rate fweetnefs: the fecond and third forts are 
made by fermenting it, and putting various 
: herbs 
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herbs and, roots into it: the firft of thef liquors — 
will not occafion drunkennefs, but the two lat- 
ter will, . The arrack is fo generally Known, as 
not to demand any defcription. 

_ The natives of Java profefs the religion of 
Mahomet, and of courfe do not indulge in 
wine, at leaft publickly ; but not to be exceeded 
in the vice of drunkennefs by their chriftian 
neighbours, they are almoft conftantly chewing 
opium, which is well known to intoxicate in a 

high degree. 3 
| sieeve of the eeaael and the Indians of 
many different nations, who inhabit the town of 
Batavia, and the country in its neighbourhood, 
the inhabitants are, proportionably, a very fmall 
number; and even of thefe not a fifth part are 
Dutch, or defcended from natives of Holland; 
the Portuguefe are more in sit than all the 
other Europeans. , o 

. The troops in the Dutch pene are compofed 
of the natives of almoft all the kingdoms of 
Europe; but of thefe the Germans out-number 
all the others. When a perfon of any country 
goes to refide at Batavia, it is neceflary that he 
firft enter as a foldier in the fervice of the 
Dutch Eaft India Company, binding himfelf to 
ferve five years, which being done, he applies 
to the Council for leave of abfence, which be- 
ing granted of courfe, he theniengages in any: 
bufinefs he thinks proper: thus the Dutch have 
always an army ready to be called forth on any 

emer- 
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emergency. No foreigner, “of whatever na- 
tion, has any fhare in the management of pub- 
lic affairs, all places of power, cruft and profit, 
being held by the. Dutch. | 

 Fhoush the men of other countries are 
bound tothe obfervation of the above-mention- 
ed conditions,» women, from any part of the 
alobe, may. *relide and traffick at Batavia un- 
molefted. «" ‘Captain Cook was informed that; 
at the time he was there, the whole place could’ 
not furnifh fifty’ women who were natives of 
Europe, ‘yet the town abounded with white wo- 
men, who. wereadefcended from Europeans, who 
had fettled there at different times, all the men. 
having paid:the debt of naturey:for fo it is, that’ 
the climate: of; Batavia: deftroys the men much: 
fatter than “the women. ‘Thefe women follow. 
the delicaté cuftom of chewing betel, after the 
example of the native Javanefe, whofe drefs 
they imitate, and whofe manners er ae? in 
all other refpects. 
~ Mercantile bufinefs is conducted at ‘Batavia. 
With the flighteft trouble imaginable: when a: 
merchant. receives’ an order for coods of any 
kind, -he communicates the contents of it to the ’ 
Chinefe; who are the univerfal manufacturers, 
The Chinefe Agent delivers the effe&ts on board 
the thip, for which they are befpoke, and fak- 
ing a receipt for them from the mafter of the 
veffel,: he delivers it to the merchant, who pays 


the Chinefe for the goods, and referves a confi- 
derable 
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derable profit, without the leaft trouble, rifk, 
or anxiety. But when a merchant imports goods 
of any, kind, he receives them. himfelf, and 
lodges them in. his own warehoules. It may be 
‘wondered, ‘that. the Chinefe do. not fhip the 
goods on their own account ; but from this they 
are reftricted, and compelled to fell them to the 
merchants only. . 

The inhabitants of Java cicingui ihe, Por- 
tuguefe by the name of Oranferane, that is, N2- 
zareen men; but-they ufe the general term of 
Caper, or Gafr, refpecting all who;do not pro- 
fefs the religion of {Mahomet ; .and in this they 
include the tet But the Portuguete of 
Batavia are fo only in names, for.they have nei- 
ther any connection with, or knowledge of, the 
kingdom of Portugal, and, they have .changed 
the religion of the church, of Rome, for that 
of Luther, With. the manners ofthe Java- 
nefe, they. are ‘wholly familiarized, and. they 
commonly fpeak. their danguage, t though the y 
are able\to converfe in a corrupt kind. of Por- 
tuguede. They. drefs in the habit of the coun- 
try, with a difference only in the. manner of 
- wearing their hair: theit nofes are more peaked, 
and their fkin of a deeper cdft than thatvoF the 
natives. . Some of them are mechanics and 
_artificers, others fubfitt by wafhing of linen, and 
the reft procure a maintenance by hunting. 

_ The Indian inhabitants of Batavia, and the 
country in its neighbourhood, are not native Ja- 
oN | | . -vanele, 
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vanefe, but are either born on the feveral ifands. 
fromy whence the Dutch bring their flaves, or 

the offspring of fuch ashave been born on thofe 
iflands::, and, thefe haying been made free, el- 
ther in their own perfons, or in the perfons of 
their anceftors,.,enjoy all the. Privileges of free 
mert... They receive the general appellation of 
Oranflam, which implies, <¢ Believers of the 
*< true faith? 

The various thes Indian inhabitants of this 
country attach themfelves each to the original 
cuftoms. of char, in which either themfelves or 
their anceftors were born; keeping themfelves 
apart from thofe of other, nations, and prattifing | 
both the virtues and vices peculiar to their own 
countries. “The cultivation of gardens, and the 
confequent fale of flowers and fruit, afford fub- 
fiftence to great numbers of them: thefe are 
the people who raife the betel and areca, which 
being mixed with lime, and a fubftance which 
is iclleg gambir, the produce of the Indian con- 
tinent, is chewed by perfons of all ranks, wo- 
men.as wellas men: indeed fome of the politer 
ladies make, an addition of cardamum, and 
other, aromatics, to, take off the difagreeable 
{mell with which the breath would be. otherwife 
_ tainted, Some of the. Indians are very rich, 

ie a great, number of flaves, and live, in all 

7 Cam according to the cuftoms of their Te 
fpective countries; while others are employed 
to 
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to y ebhvey ‘goods by’ water s sia others again 
subait by fifhing. an 
“The? Oranflams feed’ ie ty on boiled 
rice, mixed with ao finall quantity of dried 
fhrimps and other fifa, which are imported from 
China, and a little of the fiefh of buffaloes and 
chicken : they are fond of fruit, of which they 
eat large quantities and with the flower of the 
rice they make feveral forts of paltry. They 
fometimes make very fuperb entertainments, 
after the fafhion of their refpective countries; 
but, in general, they are a very temperate 
people: of wine they drink very little, if any, 
as the religion of Mahomet, which’ they pro- 
fels, forbids the ufe of it. 

When a marriage is to be folemnized among 
the Oranflams, all the gold and filver ornaments 
that can be procured, are borrowed to deck out 
the young couple, who on thefe occafions never 
fail to make the moft fplendid appearance. 
‘Sumptuous entertainments are given by thofe 
who can afford them, which continue twelve or 
fourteen days, and frequently more, during’ all 
which time the women take care that the bride- 
eroom fhall not vifit his wife privately, though 
the wedding takes place previous to the fethival. 
~All thefe Indians, though they come from 
‘different countries, fpeak the ‘Malay language, 


tan it deferves that name. On’ the ifland of 


ava there are two or three di ifferent dialects ; 


‘and there is a language peculiar to every fmall 
N 2 iland ; 


iT 
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ifland 5 it is conjectured, that the Malay tongue 
18a corruption ‘of the language of Malacca, _ 

The hair of the people, which is. black, 
without a fingle exception, grows in great abun- 
dance: yet the women make ule of oils and 
other ingredients, to increafe the quantity of : 
it: they faften it to the crown of the. head with 
a bodkin, havine”firft twifted it into a circle, 
round which circle they place an elegant 
wreath of flowers, fo that the whole head. 
drefs has the moft beautiful appearence that 
imagination can form an idea of, se 

It 1s the univerfal cultom, both with the men 
and women, to bathe ina river once every day, 
and iometimes oftener, which not only pro 
motes health, but prevents that contraétion 
of filth, which would be otherwife unavoidable 
in fo hot a climate. : | 

The teeth of the Oranflams have fome par- 
ticularities in them well worthy,of notice, 
With a kind of whetftone they rub the. ends of- 
them till they are quite fat and even; they 
then make a deep groove in the teeth of the up- 
per jaw, in the centre between the bottom of 
each tooth and the gum, and horizontally with 
the latter; this groove is equal in depth to. a, 
quarter of the thicknefs of the teeth; yet none 
of thefe people have a rotten tooth, though, 
according to the dentifts of England and 
France, . fuch 4 thing muft be unavoidable, 
as the tooth is pierced much deeper than 

I --' what 
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what’ we call the enamel. The teeth of thefe 
people become very black by the chewing of 
betel, yet a flight wafhing will take off this 
blacknefs, and the teeth are then perfectly 
white; but they are very feldom wafhed, as 
the depth of the colour is very far ftom being 
thought difagreeable. ( 

Almoft every perfon has read or heard of 
the Mohawks ; and thefe are the people who 
are fo denominated, from a corruption of the 
word Amock, which will be well explained by 
the following ftory and obfervations. To run 
a muck is to get drunk with opium, and then 
‘feizing fome offenfive weapon, to fally forth 
from the houfe, kill the perfon or perfons fup- 
pofed to have injured the Amock, and any other 
perfon that attempts to impede his paflage, till 
he himfelf is taken prifoner, or killed on the 
fpot.— While Captain Cook was at Batavia, a 
perfon whofe circumftances in life were inde 
pehdent becoming’ jealous of his brother, in- 
toxicated Rimielt™ with opium, and then mur- 
dered: his’ brother, and two other men, who en- 
deavoured to feize him. ‘This man, contrary 
to thé ‘ufual’ cuftom, did not leave his own 
~ howfé,’ but’ made ‘his refiltance from within its 
yet he had taken fuch a quantity of the opium, - 
that he was totally delirious, which appeared 
from his attempting to fire three mufkets, nei- 
ther of which had been aed, or even. 
primed, 

During 
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During the time that Captain Cook ye at 
Batavia, feveral inftances of the like kind oc- 
curred, and he was “informed. by an officer, 
whofe duty it was ‘to take fuch offenders into 
cuftody, that hardly a week paffed in the year 
in which he was not obliged to exercife his au- 
thority : the Captain was alfo told, that jea- 
loufy of the women is the ufual reafon of thefe 
poor creatures running a muck, and that the 
firft object of their vengeance is always the 
perfon whom they fuppofe to have injured them. 
The officer, whofe bufinefs it is to apprehend 
thefe unhappy wretches, is furnifhed with a long 
pair. of tongs, in order to take hold of 
them at fuch a diftance from the point of their 
weapons, as to infure his perfonal fafety. 
When he takes one of them alive he is amply 
rewarded ; but this is not often the cafe, as they 
are fo defperate as not to be eafily apprehended : 
when they are killed in the attempt to take 
them, the officer has only the cuftomary grati- 
fication. ‘Thofe who are taken alive are broken 
on the wheel, as near as poffible to the place 
where the firft murder was perpetrated ; and, 
as they are feldom apprehended without ae 
previoufly wounded, the time of their execu- 
tion is fooner or later, according to the Opi 
nions of the phy ficians, whether the _wopnds 
are, or are not mortal, 

The Oranflams believe that the Devil is the 


author -of ficknefs, and other misfortunes, on 
which 
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which account they make an oblation of meat, 
money, and other things, to him, when they 
are either fick or in trouble. ‘When they dream 
fucceffively, for feveral nights, they have no 
doubt but that the Devil has enjoined the per- 
formance of fome. act, to difcover which they 
torture their brains in ‘vain, and then apply to 
the prieft, who never fails to interpret the dream 
in a fatisfactory manner. In confequence of 
this interpretation, by. which i it appears that the 
Devil is in want of money : and food, a quantity 
of each i is placed i in the leaves of the cocoa-nut 
tree, and being hung on the bough of a tree 
by the fide of a river, is left till fome pafien- 
ger fhall find, and take away. the money, which 
is confidered not fo much an offering to the 
Devil, as a fine due for fome crime committed 5 
with regard to the food, they imagine that the 
Devil comes and fucks out the nutritious parts 
of it, without moving it out of its place. From 
this part of the ftory it feems reafonable to con- 
clude, that the prieft, having previous know- 
ledge | where the oblation is to be made, takes 
the money, and leaves the victuals. 

This inftance of the fuperftition of thefe 
people may be thought very extraordinary ; 
but the followi ing will appear much more fo. 
They are poffeffed with an idea, that when one 
of their wives is brought to bed, a crocodile is 
born, as a brother to the infant; and they 
jmagine that the mid wife conveys the young 

crocodile 
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crocodile to am adjacentriver, into which the 
puts it, ‘with the) urmoft! carevand» tenderness. 
Thole who fuppefe themfelves honoured by the 
birch of this newo relation; fail not to-put food 
inthe river tor:hiseubfiftence; butsthis4s‘the 
peculiar’ duty efvthentwim brother, who ‘pers 
‘forms this:erwite)regularly>cat fixed periods, 
during theowhdleneette of thislifes firmly be- 
lieving’ at thesfamé time) that’ ficknefs ior death 
eatin be the)  megiciapreiia ae: an crate on: his 
parsriseas ent sham shihove ts stew?’ sisi (ge 
In thie: idan es ee ait Ldbibes the na- 
tives keep crocodiles in them families; :and it 
is conjectured, that the ftrange idea of the twin 
crocodile was firft «conceived an one ‘of thofe 
iflands : it €xtends, however; to Java and Su- 
matra weltward, and among the iflands to the 
eaftward ‘as far as/Ceram’ and Timor, It is a 
matter of perfeét aftonifhment, how even the 
moit’ ignorant and ‘credulous“of the “human 
race, fhould firmly believe an utter impoflibility 
to occur daily; yet it isccertain, ‘that not one. 
of the Indians whom Captain Cook queftioned 
on the fubje@, ‘entertained the leaft doubr 
about the matter. «The crocodiles {uppofed to 
be thus bornsare: diftinguifhed ‘by’ the name of 
Sudaras'; and our téaders cannot fail of being 
‘entertained «with ‘the following ftory refpecting 
them, which: Mr. Banks: Heard from a youne 
‘woman who was ‘born at:Béencoolen, and having 


lived! among: ‘the Bangiith at that place, had 
> learnt 
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learnt to fpeak as much of our Janguage as 
was fufficient to make her ftory intelligible. 

She faid that, when her father was on his 
death-bed, he laid the ftrongeft injunctions on 
her to feeda crocodile that was his Sudara; 
that he told herthe name by which he might 
be called up, and the particular part of the ri- 
ver where fhe would find him. Soon after the 
death of her father, fhe haftened to the river, 
and calling Radja Pouti (which fignifies white 
king) the Sudara crocodile made his appearance, 
and fhe fed him with her own hands. She 
defcribed him as being more beautiful than 
crocodiles are in general, for he had a red 


nofe, and fpots on his body; his ears were 


adorned with rings, and his feet with orria- 


ments of gold. This ftory will appear the 


more extravagantly ridiculous, when it is recol- 
lected that crocodiles have not any ears. 

A man whofe mother was a native of the 
ifland of Java, and whofe father was a Dutch- 
man, was engaged in the fervice of Mr. Banks 
during his refidence at Batavia. This .man 
told his mafter that feveral Dutchmen, and 
many Javanefe, as well as himfelf, had feen 
fuch a crocodile as was defcribed by the girl 
who told the preceding ftory, and that, like 
_her’s, its feet. were adorned with gold. On 
Mr. Banks’s remarking the abfurdity of thefe 
tales, and faying that crocodiles had not ears, 
he replied, that the Sudaras differed confidera- 
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bly from other crocodiles ; that they had ears, 
though he acknowledged they were fmall, that 
their tongues filled their mouths, and that on 
each foot they had five toes. 

There are three tribes of Indians on the ifland 
of Batavia, who are called Boetons, Macaf- 
fars, and Bougis. | Thefe people are firm. bee 
lievers in the exiftence of the Sudara croco- 
diles; and they have a cuftom among them, 
which, however ridiculous in itfelf, feems to 
do honour to their filial and fraternal affectionse 
Ait fixed periods they affemble together, and 
having laden a large boat with various forts of 
provitions, they launch her at a {pot moft likely 
to be frequented by crocodiles ; here they row 
about, fometimes finging and fometimes weep= 
ing, while a variety of mufical inftruments are 
played on, till they get fight of a crocodile. 
The moment this happens dict throw tobacco, 
betel and victuals of feveral forts, over the fide 
of the boat, as a friendly offering to the Su- 


_dara® crocodiles of their own country; ima- 


gining, that by this means they conciliate the 
affetions and good will of their relations, 
whom they fail not to invoke during the whole 
of the. ceremony. “ 

The Chinefe inhabitants of. Batavia are, like 
thofe of their own country, fome of the mott 
induftrious people on the. face of the earth. 
They ack as. embroiderers, dyers of cotton, tay- 
lors, BALpSICts joiners, {miths, and makers 

of 


“ROUND THE “WORLD. 69 
‘of flippers: fome of them are fhop-keepers, 
and deal largely i in the manufactures of Europe 
and China. A few of thefe people live within 
the walls of the town; but the majority of 
them take up their refidence in a diftriét, named 
Campang China, which is. fituated without the 
walls, Thofe of the Chinefe, who live in the. 
country, either keep ‘buffaloes and other cattle, 
the milk of which they fell daily at Batavia, or 
they procure a fubfiftence by the raifing of rice 
and fugar canes, and the cultivation of gardens: 
“Captain Cook obferves, that the danger of 
being hanged for any crime being Ceara 
there is ugaiies however infamous, which a 
Chinefe will refufe to do for gain ; ; and in this 
opinion he concurs ‘with every preceding wri- 
ter; fo that thefe people muft have taken no 
fmall pains to eftablith their reputation for 
knavery. They labour with unwearied dili- 
gence, but the moment they have compleated 
their work they fit down to dice, cards, or 
fome other of the very numerous games which 
they are expert at; and they follow their {ports 
with fuch eagernels, that the bufinels ¢ of eating 
and fleeping is frequently fufpended. © 
“The cloaths of the Chinele, ‘whether rich or 
. poor, are fingularly clean and decent. Their 
behaviour is civil even to humility. "2 bey, are 
fuch temperate eaters, that gluttony i is unknown _ 
among them ; but as their religion: does. not 
command them to refrain from any particular | 
O2 ea cs 82 
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food, they eat a variety of things, which. are 
denied ‘to thofe Indians who profes. the Maho- 
metan faith. _Exclufive. of vegetables and. fifh 
of various kinds, their principal food confitts 
of dogs, cats, lizards,. frogs, ferpents-of  fe- 
veral forts, and hogs... | 


The Chinefe have purchafed ey Hie Dutch, at 


a very large expence, feveral hundred.acres. of 
Jand in the vicinity of Batavia, for the inter- 


ment of their dead; for itis a tule, from, which. 


they never depart, not to open a grave. which 


has once received the body of, one. of their. 


countrymen: and hence arifes an enormous ex= 


pence in the purchafe of land, which greatly, 


diftreffes the living, to pay an imaginary. ho- 
nour to the dead. In order to. preferve the 


body as long as poffible from decay, the coffin. 


confifts of a piece of folid timber. hollowed 
out: and this being covered with a kind of 


mortar feveral inches thick, petrifies. in’ the 
ground till it is as hard as a flint. .. The funeral 


is attended by the near relations of the deceafed, 
and by a trainof women, who are paid for. mae 
ing lamentations. 


In thefe expenfive ¢ euftoms, abfurd as shes 


are, the Chinefe are equalled by. the. rett of 
_ their Batavian neighbours; for every perfon i is 
“buried with a degree of {plendour proportioned 
“to the rank he has held in life, and there is a: 
pofitive law which enjoins the obfervance of this 
—cuftoms in  gonicquencs of which it frequently 

happens, 
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happens, that thofe who have’ not “Money fuffi. 
cient’ to pay the jot deniands ‘on them, are 
buried in a’ ‘pompous’ maritter,’ “merely becaufe 
they have lived*élegantly!” In: this cale perfons 
are employed 'to take’ an account’ of what the 
man died worth, and, when- the funeral e expen- 
ces care! seid ae ‘the fuiplus i is divided among 

the creditors.” e 

The various inhabitants’ of efe ifland of Ja- 
ya, whether Dutch, Portiguefe or Indians, are 
all waited’on'by flaves, whofe’ number IS pro- 
portioned to! the’ circumftanhces’ of the ‘matter; 
but there aré laws in force, that no native of 
the ifland fhall ferve as a flave. — hi: hefe people, | 
the ‘numberof whichis very Great, are bought 
at? ‘Sumatra, | and the other eaftern iflands, at 
various prices, from ten to’ twenty” pounds ;’ 
but there have been inftances of: very beautiful | 
girls being fold!at above: five times ‘the common 
market! price.” “They” “are fed on boiled rice, 
and: si fifh as can be purchafed at the® lowelt © 
rates sa little of which Yatisfies them, nor in- i 
deed: ms aithey deferve ‘even the little they eat, 
for they are idle’ “aks eben tue in | the highest 
degree. 26) DINide: yert " 

The°negtdes! of Wie are pleted ata. 
lowers puyee: a bias, aity apa geek and ‘indeed _ 


Sy 


. Celebes 
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Gelebes are moft. intolerably lazy; and of { 
ferocious a .difpofition, that their employers 
run the hazard of their perfonal fafety. The 
ifland of Bali furnifhes the moft ufeful flaves 3 
and the little iland Nias, near Sumatra, fup= 
plies female flaves of exquifite beauty; but to 
thele ill-fated women death ‘is 'the almoft cer- 
tain confequence of even a fhort refidence at 
Batavia. 

The mafters of any of thefe flaves may pu- 
nifh them in whatever way they chufe, fo as 
not to deprive, them of life; but when it hap- 
pens that a flave dies of the punifhment he has 
received, the mafter is tried, ‘and’ commonly, 
fuffers as a murderer. From this circumftance 
it is reafonable to fuppofe,. that. the matters are: 
cautious how they beat the flaves with undue 


feverity : it is not indeed very common for them’ 


to ftrike them atiall, but they pay’an officer, 
who is called the Marineu) for inflicting the. 
punifment, The Marinew having heard ‘wiiat 
is alledged againft the délingienty determines. 
how many ftripes he fhall receive, and’ thefe’, 
are given by flaves, whofe particular bufines” 
it is to obey the commands of the Marineu:: 
thefe ftrokes are laid on'with rods. made of rat- 
tans {plit. very fmall,. For a fevere whipping | 
the Marineu receives a ducatoon, and a rixdol- 
lar for a flighter punifhment. ‘The women 
flaves are whipped in the houfe of the matfter, | 
but the ‘men. publickly. in the ftreets.’ In 


order 
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order that thefe»flaves may not be under toa 
great. temptations to fteal, their matters are 
compelled to allow them feven pence half- penny 
weekly for pockeét-money. 

There is fomething fingular in the fubordi« 
nation obferved among the inhabitants of Ba~ 
tavia andthe adjacent country. The man who 
has been longeft in.the Dutch Eaft India Com- 
pany’s fervice is permitted to gild his coach, 
while others are allowed to ride in coaches dif- 
ferently painted, according to the length of 
their fervices, and others again ride in thofe 
that are quite plain. In like manner the coach- 
men are dreffed in liveries, that have a greater 
or leis quantity of lace on them, or without 
any lace at all. | 

The lawyers of Batavia are partial in their 
adminiftration of juftice, to a very reprehen- 
fible degree... When an Indian has committed 
any crime deemed worthy of death, he is im- 
paled, ‘hanged, or broken on the wheel, with- 
out ceremony: on the contrary, if a Chriftian 
is capitally convicted, execution very feldom 
follows the fentence: and, what is more extra- 
ordinary, no pains are taken to apprehend the 
offender, till time enough -has been allowed 
him to run away, «if he thinks proper. 

The civil officers of juftice among the Chi- 
nefe and Malays are called Captains and Lieu- 
tenants, but their decifions are not final, if the 
party againft whom they may decide, thinking 

| himfelf 
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himfelf aggrieved, fhould appeal:to.the Dutch 
lawyers, in, which, cafe, the decifion.of; the lat~ 
ter mult be abidedibyw aniaiwen sd ai views 

The Dutchhave Jaid: ssinfsicadb levee da on 
thefe people, amongawhich’is one-for:the “per- 
miffion, to. .weartheirchair.s <Whemthefetaxes 
become due,,whighjis-oncea month; they: hoitt 
a flag on the-top-of| a houfe,: nearly inithe cens 
ter iv Batavia, iand.dthe mans who vdoes not 
{peedily . go.and.\paythis sande had sisi to 
repent the omiffiion. 

The current-money-of this: canagel is af dif 
ferento value, fromoa Dutch: doits toraadueate 
When Captain Cook was at Batavia, Spanith 
dollars fold-atofive thillings and fivespenceéach, 
and the price.is feldom. much lower, The:Chi- 
nefe would give:only: theiwalue of: twenty fhil- 
lings for an’ Englith 'ouinea that was almott 
new, and:for thofe that were seh wigs much 
worn, only feventeen® fhillingsioo 9911q 902 24 

‘The milled ducatoons of ‘ Bathtia are vated 
at-eighty flivers;: thofe that: are ‘unmilled’ at fe- 
venty- two ;’-the? ducat' atone’ ‘hundred and 
thirty-two 3 ‘thee imperial ‘rixdollars’ at fixty’s 
the rupees -at thirty. ‘the fchellings-at fix; ‘the 
double cheys ‘at two and’ ta! bib aie tHe) fags 
ata quarter of a flivers. 17 20" wt 


» We thall now: opoblaadt toa recital of? the’ in- 
aaéntt which occurred during’ their’ pafiage 
from Bataviastoithe Cape i of Good: Hope's in 
which we fhall:trace them withithe utmott: fi- 

I delity, 
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delity, omitting ‘not a fingle circumftance that 


may either’entertain or inftruét the reader. 

_ Early in the morning of the-27th of Decem- 
ber -17705 the Endeavour left the road of Ba- 
tavia, andy after feveralhindrances, occafioned 
by the windrbeing contrary, fhe ftood over for 
the fhore'of Java, on the firft day of January 
1971. As many of the fhip’s crew, who had 
been» very «ill while at Batavia, were now be- 
come muchworfey the veflel was brought to an 
anchor in the afternoon of the sth near Princes 
Ifland, witha-view to getfome neceffary re- 
frefhments; are Siem to. take in’ wood and 
Watery? sive sw aloo 

Meffieuts Saal ant lta Bauiis: ‘now went a- 
hore with the Captain; and they were no fooner 
landed, than dome ofs;the :matives conducted 
them tothe King of theifland, with whom they 
endeavoured, to make a bargain for fome turtle, 
but the price could not,be:agreed on. As our 
adventurers. had no doubtbut;that they fhould 
purchafe on their own terms the. following day, 


they lefe.the Indians, and, proceeded in fearch © 


of a proper place. to fill, water,. which was foon 
found,,, As.they.,were about. to embark for 
the fhip, they purchafed, three turtle from fome 
of thenatives, but with the ftricteft injunction, 


that their Sovereign fhould not,be informed of 


the tranfaction.... ' 
On, Sunday, the. 6th: ‘ahs Dain sat pur- 
chafed, at very moderate prices, as many turtle 
ail as 
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as they had occafion for,.and. the whole fhip’ g 
company fed on this delicious fith., Phe King 
was at this time ata houfe fituated ina rice Géld, 
where Mr. Banks waited.on him, and found 
him cooking his own, victuals, ane 

On Monday the,inhabitants, brought vageras 
bles, deer, fith,, fowls and. monkies,. for. faleis 
and on the following day they brought.down a 
farther. number of cuntley ) 

A feryant that Mr. Banks had bined at Deri 
having acquainted him, that there was a.town 
on the ifland, his, curiofiry determined him to 
have a view of it, and one of. the officers of the 
fhip accompanied him on his vifit.. As he was 
apprehenfive that the natives. would. not be 
pleated at his going to the town, he told fuch 
of them as he met, that he was feeking for 
plants, which, in fact, was a part of the bufi- 
nefs of the day. Having come to a kind of 
village, confifting of a very few. houfes, ‘they 
afked an Indian the way to the town, and fome 
other particulars refpecting. it; buthe endea- 
voured to prevent their proceeding, by repre- 
fenting it as ata very great diftance. When he 
faw they were refolved to go forward, he pro. 
ceeded with them, making frequent attempts 
to miflead them. When slice were within fight 
of the town, the Indian changed his behaviour 
at once, and led the way tovit. 

This place, which contains between three dnd 
four hundred: houies, is called Samadang, and 

aS 
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1s ‘parted: by a‘river into the old and the new 
town. © Some of the natives, whom the gentle- 


niet remembered’ to have feen’ amone thofe | 


who had brought provifions for fale, ‘agreed to 
catry them from the old town’ to the’new for a 
_ trifling’ gratification! ‘This was done by means 
of two: dhl canoes, which were lafhed toge- 
ther; and they had no fooner reached the op- 
pofite fhore, than the Indians fhewed them the 
houfes of their Chiefs, and behaved otherwife 
inthe moft frietidly manner; but’ as this was 
the feafon when the natives live in their rice- 
grounds, to fave theit “corn from the depreda- 
tions of the monkies and birds, moft of the 
houfés were “fhut,’ “When ‘the gentlemen had 
-feen every thing that they thought worthy of 
notice, they Imred a failing-boat, which con- 
veyed them to'the ‘hip time enough for dinner; 
for the town of ‘Samadang, though at a vere 
dérablé'diftance’ from ‘the place Luhee the En- 
deavour lay at anchor, is fituated at only a finall 
diftanice from the fea-coaft. i 

mOnthe rath; while the Captain’ was on fhore 
giving ordersto’ the’ people-who' were cutting 


_ -wood'and filling’ water, he was told, that one 


of athe nativesshad ftdlen ano ax.): T le thief 


was unknown 3" but the» Captain, refolved ‘not 


to pave the way for future depredations of this 


_kind, by taking ‘no noti¢e of the firft offence, — 


immediately applied to the King; and in confe- 


| UES of this application, the'ax was brought: 


ae P 2 | down 
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down to, the watering-place the next day...) The 
Indian who brought it back faid, it was) left at 
his houfe in the night 5 but, it was fufpeced; 


that himfelf was thea Fay os oan Sahl aay 
“Mr. Banks having feveral times vifited .on the 
King of the ifland, and given him fome trifles 
that were very acceptable, he waited on him 
for the Jaft time on the 413th of January, and 
gratifed him very much bya. prefent.of .a {mall 
quantity of paper. The King afked the reafon 
why the Englith fhips. did not touch. at the 
ifland, as was formerly their cuftom ; when 
Mr. Banks attributed the omiffion to the f{earci- 
ty of turtle, and advifed the King, to. breed 
buffaloes, fheep and cattle, for, the, accammes 
dation of his future vifitants, Tor ? 

After a flay of ten days at Princes Ifand, 
during which they purchafed vegetables of Vae 
rious kinds, fowls, deer, turtle, &c. the ane 
chor was weighed, and the veficl once more put 
to fea. Pa NN 4 : er. 

We thall now proceed to a defcription of the 
ifland, which lies in the weftern mouth of the. 
Streight of Sunda. It is a {mall woody ifland, 
and has been Cleared only in very few places. 
Our India fhips ufed to touch at Princes Ifland 
to take in water, but they have, omitted this 
practice for fome years fince, on account, as it 
is faid, of the water being brackifh; yet Cap= 
tain Cook fays it is exceeding good, if. filled to. 

wards the head of the brooke; 
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2 "The towls’ ‘which were purchafed at this place 
coft “about ‘five! “pence: “each 5 the turtle three- 
farthings a ‘pound, and other | fith were propor- 
tionably cheap ; 3 one hundred of the beft cocoa- 
nuts coft only: a ‘dollar, and pumpkins, pine-ap- 
ples stb unt fruits, ‘were € equally cheap and 


9 ge 
rns he’ “thatives | profets the religion of Maho- 


feat entice wRIaaiie that ine not Bae abfain 
from ‘food ‘till the: fon is down, but even from 
_ the Chewing of betel’ The manners of thefe 
people are RS unlike thofe of the Javanete ; 
but they are mich thore jealous of their wives : 
duting the ten days that the Endeavour Jay here, 
only one woman was feen, and fhe ran any the 
moment fhe was difcovered. | 
“The houfes | are conftrugted i in the form of an 
euiSial fquare : : ‘they are built on pillars four 
feet above the ground, and well thatched with 
palm-leaves, as a defence from the fun and 
rain’: the flooring is of ‘bamboo canes, placed 
at a diftance’ loin each other, to admit the air: 
thefé houfes confilt of four rooms, one of which 
is déftined ‘for ‘the reception of vifitants, the 
children fleep 1 in a fécond, and thé two others 
are allotted, the one for the purpofe of cooke- 
ry, and the’ other ‘for the bed-chamber of the 
owner and his wife. ‘The refidence of the King 
of the ifland, and’ that of another perfon of 
great authority, has boards on the fides, while 
the 
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the houfes of all the inferior: people have walls 
made/of the bamboo'cane,: flit into fmall fticks, 
and, wrought acrofs the’ ‘beams of the building, . 
in the manner of a hurdle. ‘The King ‘of the 
ifland is fabject to the Sultan of Bantam. 
Captain Cook: reprefents. the natives as. very 
honeft in their dealings, with the fingle. €x- 
ception, of demanding more ‘than’ aduble ‘the 
fum’ they intended’ to’ fell for: the goods. of 
each fort which ‘different. perfons brought to 
market were all fold together, and rheparchats 
money divided among the, feveral: contributors, 
in proportion to the quantity that each had 
given in to the general ftock,. When: they 
changed money, they gave two hundred‘and 
forty Dutch doits fora Spanifh dollar. | 
The natives {peak a language: which they. call 
— Catta, Gunung, that’ is,” the. language of the - 
mountains, and they’ fay, that’. nhl! anceftors 
came from the mountains of Java, where this 
language is: fpoken; that they firtt fettled: at 
New: Bay, where’ the tygers were fo' numerous, 
that they could notlive in fafety, and therefore 
took up, their refidence on Prince’s Ifland’s all 
thefe people, however, are ‘enpable of Honest 
in the Malay languages O89 005 ne 
At thetimethe Rigas Ley inven Iftand, 
her crew. began to feel, incallits force; the ill 
effects of the! putrid air‘jof Batavia s)andfoon - 
afterwards the fhip'was a) mere. hofpital, filled 
with unhappy. wretches, finking. under the ae 
oF 
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of fevers and dyfenteries.. In the fpace of fix 
weeks twenty-three perfons, died, exclufive of 
the: feven which had:-been';buried at. Batavia ; 


thefe, were nine }feamen,,, the (Corporal. of the 


marines,.the-fhip’s, Cook,, two of -the Carpens 
ter’s crew, the Carpenter and his Mate, a Mid 
fhipman, the old fail-maker;.who was in perfec 
health when,all the reft were ill at Batavia, and 
his Mate, the Boatfwain,, Mr. Monkhoufe; a 
Midfhipman,. Mr. Sporing, who accompanied 
Mr... Banks; Mr, Parkinfon; idraughtiman to 
that, gentleman, and -Mr. 12 ee the Aftros 
nomer.. alae | tassel 

After, a paflage in: ifdiel machi bis ate 
occurred, the fhip was brought to-an anchor off 
the Cape of Good Hope, -on the 15th of March 
1771. The Captain repaired inftantly to the 
Governor, who-faid, that fuch refrefhments as 
the country, fupplied, ‘fhould be chearfully 
eranted him,on which a-houfe was hired for 
‘the fick, who were to have. their board and 
lodging, on the eens of two cst cet a es 
for acl man. 

At» the time -the Badeatiotnk a at anchor 
ae an Englifh Eaft Indiaman failed for the 
port of London, who had buried above thirty 
of her crew-while fhe was in India; andat that 
time had: many others feverely afflicted with the 
{curvy ; fo that the fufferings of the crew of the 
le Saag confidering her long abfence from 
England, 
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England, 1s a circumftance. not at allto be worl 
dered at. 

We fhall now cena toa ed cationic wt ve 
‘Cape of Good Hope, in which) we -fhall only 
mention fuch particulars. as are. either, wholly 
new, or fuch as: have been mif-reprefented by 
other writers. The. land over the, Cape is 
mountainous, vand totally barren; beyond thefe 
mountains the country is covered with a light 
fand, which will not admit-of cultivation : 
there are indeed a few cultivated fpots, but they 
are hardly more than a thoufandth part of the 
whole country. Provifions are brought to the 
Cape from a diftance nine hundred miles up the 
country, which is an evident proof.of its ex- 
treme fterility, notwithftanding what has been 
heretofore written to the contrary. While Cap- 
tain Cook lay here, a farmer came to the Cape, 
bringing his young children with him, froma 
diftance that took him fifteen days journey ; 
and ion his being afked why he had not left his 
children with fome neighbour, he faid, there 
was no inhabitant within five days journey of 
his farm. There are no trees that are even two 


yards in height, except in fome plantations in 


the vicinity of Cape town. 

This town confifts of near a thoufand brick 
houfes, the outfides of which being generally 
plaiftered, they have a very pleafing appear- 
ance. ‘There is a canal in the main ftreet, with 
two rows of oak-trees on its borders, which are 


In - 
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4m more flourifhing ftate than the other trees 
of this country: the ftreets, which crofs-each 
‘other’ at fight angles, are ‘very: fpacious’ and 
‘handfome.°? The: inhabitants’ are chiefly Dutch, 
‘or of Dutch extraction’: the women: are beau- 
+ifubin-achigh degree, and ‘poflefs thofe:bloom- 
jag<countenances which denote the: moft perfect 
health’s> they are mottvof them mothers of many 
sehildren} ‘and Captain haba lb pi are the 
‘beft ‘wives in the world. | 
“The ait'of ‘the Cape of Good Phase 1s fia pure 
lid) {alubrious, that a ‘fick perfon, who goes 
‘thither from Europe, whatever be his disorder, 
alimoft: always’ récovers ‘his health ‘in’ a little 
times but thofe who bring difeafes with them 
‘from the Eaft inte have: not an ‘see nee 
GF-teeuvety. ISAO? 94] OF NIM SOLOIIIIg 
Although» eh couritry’ is ee s eh, 
‘a§ {earcely to produce anything, yet the un- 
ceafing induftry of its inhabitants’ has fo 'effec- 
‘tually combated ‘thé fpating hand of Nature, 
“that there are few places where the’ neceflaries 
‘of life are more” Plenttitedy’ and ‘even what/are 
generally‘ ‘ddémed™ luxuries; are by no ‘means 
‘fcarce!®) “Phe Conftantial wie isuknown «to: be 
excellent, but the genitine fore iscmade only: at 
“one _partictilar vineyard afew miles! from the 
‘town! “The “gardens produce: many fortsoof 
‘European ‘and Indian fruits; and almoftvalbthe 
‘common kinds’ of vegetables. © The cultivated 
aoa ‘Yield’ wheatand? Batley” Of equal quality 


Q. with 
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with that of the growth of England. The 
fheep of this country have tails of a very ex- 
traordinary fize, many of, which weigh upwards 
of adozen pounds ; the meat of this aninyal 
as well as of the ox, is very fine food: the 
wool of the fheep is rather of the hairy kind; 
and the horns of the black cattle fpread much 
wider than thofe of England, while the beatt 
himfelf is handfomer and lighter made. The 
cheefe has a very indifferent flavour, but the 
butter is extremely good. The pork of this 
country 1s nearly the fame as that of Europe, 
and there are abundance of goats, but the ine 
habitants do not-eat their flefh. The country 
abounds in hares, altogether like thofe of Eng- 
land; there: are feveral fpecies of the antelope, 
a plenty of buftards, and two kinds of quails. 
When a firanger arrives at the Cape, it is 
cultomary for him to board in a private houfe, 
and he pays from two fhillinos to a crown 9 
day, according to the accommodations he ex. 
pects. If he appears and behaves as a gentle. 
man, he is invited to the private entertainments 
which aré given by the more opulent of the j in- 
habitants; and this cannot fail of being the 
more acceptable, as there are no places of pub- 
lic diverfion in the country. -Horfes are here 
let to hire at fix fhillings a day, and coaches at 

one pound four. 

The Dutch company have a garden at the 
extremity of the hich ftreet, which is more 
than 
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than half a mile in length, tn the center walk 


of which aré a number of fine oak trees. A 
{mall part of this garden 1 is covered with bota- 


' nical plants, but all the reft is allotted to the 


production of the common vegetables for the 
kitchen: the whole is divided into fquares by 
the form of ‘its walks,°and each fquare is fen- 
eed in by oaks cut into fmall hedges, » There is 
a menagerie of beafts and birds,’ many of them 
known in Europe, at the upper end of this 
garden; and among the reft is the Coe Doe, a 

beatt not lefs than a‘horie, which has thofe cu- 


_rious fpiral horns that have frequently found a 


place in the cabinets of the curious. 


-- ‘Phe native inhabitants of this country are 
ufuaily dreffed in a fheep fkin thrown acrofs the 
fhoulders, and a little pouch before them, to 


which is fixed a kind of belt, ornamented with 


little bits of copper, and .beads: round the 
waitts of the women is a broad piece of lea- 
ther, and rings of the fame round their ancles, 
to protect them from the thorns, which grow 
in abundance all over the country; a few of 
them wear a kind of fhoe, made of the bark 
of a tree, but the major part of them go bare- 
footed : beth fexes adorn themfelves with brace- 


lets and necklaces, made of beads. None of 
thefe people refide at a 'lefs diftance than four 
days journey from Cape Town, except a num- 
ber of the poorer fort, who look after the cat- 
tle belonging to the Dutch farmers, and are 


Ore employed 
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employed in various other menial offices. Their 
ftature is about the fame as-that..of >the people’ 
of England,. from. five to. fix feet in height ; 
but fearce any of them Jare. corpulent » their 
fkins are dark,, but-this.isin a great degree ow- 
‘ing to their extreme indelicacy + their hair curls. 
naturally, and. falls. in- finglets. of (above fix: 
inches in: length, they are: fingulat-for their 
ftreneth and agility.oif Io opis ‘Bs 
Mott. of the» Hottentots {peak the Dutch 
language, without any thing remarkable’ in 
their maaner ; yety when they converte in their 
native. language, they: frequently ftop, and 
make a clucking with their ‘tongues, which has 
amoft fingular and ridiculous effe@ to the ears 
of a ftranger; and, exclufive of this clucking, 
their language itfelf is fearcely founded arti 
culately.4;  h, ai : 


Thefe people are modeft to the utmoft de. 
gree of bafhfulnefs;:and, though they are fond 
of finging and dancing, can hardly be pre- 
vailed on to divert themfelves with their fa- 
vourite amufements’ before {trangers : both 
their finging and dancing are alternately quick 


and flow in the utmott extreme. 

Some of the: Hottentots underftand the art 
of melting and preparing copper, with which 
they make plates, and wear them on their fore- 
heads, as an article of finery. They are alfo. 
capable of making knives, fuperior to thofe 


+ 
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they can: ‘purchafe of the Dutch, trom whom 
they procure the iron. | 

They have*the art of making butter by 
fhaking milk in the fkin of a beaft: with this 
butter they anoint their fkins; or, when they 
cannot procure butter, they ufe the fat of the 
fheep. The principal people are owners of im- 
menfe herds of cattle; and thefe' clothe them- 
felves with the fkins of lion’ and other beafts, 
which’ are adorned with fringes, elegantly de- 
figned. ) 

-The Hottentots are fo dextrous in throwing 
ftones, that they will hit a mark not larger than 
a-crown piece, atthe diftance of an hundred 
yards. They are likewife expert in the ufe of 
arrows, and of the lance called an Affagay, 
the points of which they poifon, fometimes 
with the venom of a ferpent, and fometimes 
with the juice of particular herbs ; fo that a 
wound received from either of thefe weapons 
is almoft always mortal. 
-- Exclufive of what is above recited, they met 
with nothing refpecting thefe people, but fuch 
particulars as have been previoufly mentioned 
by various other voyagers, and which will of 
‘courfe be found in the preceding volumes: we 
‘fhall therefore accompany the fhip in her voy- 
age to England. | 

On the 14th of April, 1771, the anchor of 

the Endeavour was weighed, and fhe once 
‘more put to fea, but came to an anchor again 


before 
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before night°near Robin ifland. © As a few vee 
eetables were. wanted, which they had neglected. 
to take in at the Cape, the Captain feb off a 
boat to the ifland; ‘but,’ when fhe reached -the 
fhore, {ome Dutch foldiers forbad her crew 
landing, at thehagard of their lives ; and the 
officer who commanded very prudently returns 
ed to the fhip. For fome time they were puz- 
zled to account. for this: behaviour on the part 
of the Dutch; but it was at length recollected, 
that the Dutch government at the C Cape of Good 
Hope had -affigned this ifland..for the recep- 
tion of fuch offenders whofe crimes were not 
deemed worthy of death, where their flavery: 
confifts in digging lime-ftone, for fuch a num- 
ber of years as. are thought proportionable to 
the heinoufnefs. of their offences: and. that. a 
fhip belonging to Denmark, which had buried 
moft. of her hands, had called at this ifland, 
and taken on board a number of thefe crimi- 
nals, in order to navigate the veflel to Europe : : 
hence the conduct of the Dutch foldiers was 
eafily accounted for, 

The fhip failed again. on the following ee! 
when the mafter of her died, having ' haftened 
his death by hard drinking, though, in other. 
refpects, he left behind him an excellent cha- 
racter. | 

On Monday, May- -day, they came to an: an- 
chor off the ifland of St. Helena, and, as they 
propofed to remain three ays Mr. Banks em- 
He | ployed 


wt 
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ployed the. interval in furveying every object 


that was thought worthy of notice. 

The ifland of St. Helena rifes out of the 
immenfe Atlantic ocean, is about eighteen hun- 
dred miles from, the coaft of America, and 
twelve hundred from that of Africa. It has 
the appearance of a huge mountain,othe foun- 
dation of which is probably at the center of the 
globe. It had formerly volcanoes in feveral 
parts of ,it, as is evident. from. the appearance 
of the earth and ftones in many places; and it 
looks like a clufter of rocks, bounded: by pre- 
cipices of immenfe height :> as a veflel fails along 
the coaft, the cliffs perpend over her head fo as 
to threaten her inftant deftruGtion, and nothing 
in nature can be conceived'more awful than their 
appearance. | 

Clofe to the fea-fide ftands the town, which 
had. formerly a church. of very indifferent ar- 


chitecture, but itis now little better than a heap 
_ of ruins, nor is the market-houfe in a much 


better condition: moft of the -houfes are alfo 
conftructed in-a vile tafte. 


As this ifland is the property of ‘the Englifh 


—Eaft India Company, the inhabitants are not 


fuffered to carry on any trade-for their own 
emolument, but get their livelihood by felling 


the productions of the ifland to the crews of the 


vefiels which anchor there ~ a pate ly of re- . 
frefhments.: | 


+ 
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St. Helena is fo happily fituated, with regard 
to climate, that it would, if properly cultivat- 
ed, producethe trees, fruits, plants and flow- 
ers, of all the different parts of the world. On 
the fummit of the higheft ridges the cabbage- 
tree flourifhes; in the parts below thefe grow the 
eum-wood and red-wood, and in the vallies 
many of the plants of the Indies, and almoft 
all thofe of Europe ; 5 yet thele feveral produc- 
tions will not grow buton the {pots of ssid 
thine adapted to each. . 

The only white inhabitants of the ifland are 
fubjeéts of the King of Great Britain: thefe 
employ flaves, who tranfport goods of all kinds 
from place to place on their heads; and we are 
forry to fay, that the inhumanity of our couns 
trymen to thete flaves is a difgrace to thofe who 
profefs the chriftian faith. ‘There area {mall 
number of horfes at St. Helena, but they are 
never employed in draught, there being no fuch 
thing as a waggon or cart on the ifland, though 
in many places the land is not fo fteep, but that 
juch carriages might eafily be drawn. 

Ebony-trees are a natural produ€tion of the 
iand of St. Helena, but there have not been 
many of them within the memory of any per- 
fon now living there. © Snails are found in abun- 
dance on the fummits of the higheft moun- 
tains; but the other infects of the ifland are ve- 
ry few i in number, 


Oa 
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On Saturday the 4th of May 1971, the En- 
seatiour failed’ from the road’of' St. Helena, to- 
gether with the Portland’man of. war, and fe-. 
‘veral fail of Indiamen. ©‘They “kept company 
“with the man ‘of war and Indiamen till Friday 
the acth. “But Captain Cook obferving, that 
they were out-failed by all the other fhips, and 
‘confequently imagining’ that fome of them 
‘would reach England before him, made fignais 
to fpeak with the Portland, when the Capeain 
of that veflel came on board, and received from 
Captain Cook: a’ letter to the Lords of the 
Admiralty, together with a box, in which were 
depofited the journals of many of the officers, 
and the fhip’s log books. 

On the 23d they loft. fight of all the fhips. 
they failed in company with from St. Helena, 
and in the afternoon of the fame day, Mr. 
Hicks, the fir Lieutenant, died of a confump- 
tion, with which he had been afflicted during | 
the whole voyage. 

No fingle occurrence. worth recording hap- 
pened from this time, till the. fhip came to an 
anchor inthe Downs, which was on the 12th of 
June foliowing. e 
Whoever has carefully neey ey duly con- 
' fidered the wonderful protection of a fhip, 
-in cafes of danger the moft.imminent and afio- 
nifhing, particularly when encircled in the wide 
ocean with rocks of coral, her fheathing beaten 
off, and her falfe-Keel floating by her fide, a hole 

R in 
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in her bottom, and the men alternately fainting 
at the pumps, and will yet deny the exiftence of a 
particular Providence, and the moft gracious and 
merciful interpofition of the Deity, in behalf 
of our adventrous countrymen, will deferve 
fome fhare of that cenfure, which the thinking 
part of mankind have fo liberally and juftly 
beftowed on the Compiler of the account of 
the Voyage of the EnpEavour. There is a 
comfort in the reflection that God is good, 
which can be felt only by thofe who acknow- 
ledge his mercy, and adore his power. 
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AGCOUNT .OF 


MONS. DE BOUGAINVILLE’s 
Vues A-wG  E 
ROUND. THE WORLD, 


PERFORMED BY 


ORDER OF THE FRENCH KING, 
48 the years 1766, 1767, 1768, 176g. 


SETTLEMENT having been commen- 
A ced for the French Kity. on Falkland’s 

Iflands *, ia the monthof February 1764, 
the Spaniards demanded them as their right, as 
an appendage to the continent of South America; 
and France having allowed the propriety of 
the demand, Monf. Bougainville was ordered 
to yield pofieffion of the iflands to the Spa- 
niards, 

In confequence of the acters he had received, 
_he failed from the port of Mindin on the rsth 
‘of November 1766, having under his com- 
mand the frigate la Boudeufe—la Efmeralda, 


*™M. Bougainville every where calls. thefe iflands the 
Iles Malouines ; but we fhall call them by the name of 


Falkland’s Iflands,. which was given them by our country- 
- man, Strong, in 1689. 
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and la Liebre ; two frigates belonging to Spain, 
were to join him in the river de la Plata, to 
the commanding officer of which he was to de- 
liver the fettlement; and the I’ Etoile, a French 
{tore-fhip, was to carry him fuch provifions as 
were neceflary for the long voyage on which he 
was bound, and to meet him at Falkland’s 
Iflands: but the voyage was neceffarily feveral 
months longer in compleating than it might 
have been, on account, as will appear hereafter, 
of the delay which prevented the l’Etoile from 
joining Monf. Bougainville. | 

The Boudeufe had been at fea only two days 
when fhe encountered fuch a violent ftorm of 
wind, as carried away the clue of the fore-fail, 
broke the top-maft, and main-top-matt, and 
took off the head of the main-maft. Thus f- 
tuated, Monf, Bougainville found it neceflary to 
put into Breft to refit, and to make fome ne- 
ceflary alterations in the ftowage of his fhip, | 
which was ill calculated, for withftanding the 
fury of thofe feas he was to pafs, and particu- 
larly fo for the navigation of the feas round 
Cape Horn, | ! "a 

And here a reflection wit naturally arife, | on . 
that fatality, by which thofe who have the ap- 
pointment of naval equipments, almoft always 
deftine for fervices of the moft imminent danger, 
veffels totally inadequate for the purpofe, 
Hence arife orders and counter-orders, till the 


proper feafon for performing the moft hazar- 
dous 
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_ dous parts of the voyage, is loft in the neceflary 
preparation for making ita 
On the sth of December Monf. Bougain- 
ville failed from the harbour of Breft, having 
on board the Prince of Naffau-Seighen, three 
sentlemen who went as volunteers, eleven offi- 
cers in commiffion; and warrant-officers, fea- 
men, foldiers, fervants and boys, to the num- 
ber of two hundred. | 
On the 17th they were in fight of the Sal- 
vages, a {mall flat ifland, which at each end 
rifes into a hillock: the next day they faw the 
Ifand of Palma, and that of Ferro on the roth. 
~Monf. Bougainville was now convinced of a 
great error in his reckoning, which he attri- 
butes to the rapidity of the currents oppofite 
the Streights of Gibraltar, Having corrected 
his reckoning, he took a frefh departure, and 
arrived at Rio de la Plata, without meeting 
with any thing worthy of notice. 
On the evening of the 29th of January they 
had fight of Rio de la Plata, but as the night 
was dark and tempeftuous, they lay to, with 
the head of the veffel towards the offing. The 
next morning they had a view of the moun- 
Be ~ tains of Maldonado, which, after a fhip enters 
the Rio dela Plata, are the firft high lands feen 
a - to the north, At the Maldonados the Spani- 
Bert ards have a fmall garrifoned town, in the vici- 
ee f _ nity of which are picked up fome beautiful 
-__ tranfparent {tones ; and there is likewife a gold 
; mine 


A Bay of Mont vide 
. where the two Psi hips, which were to take r 
% x ~ pofieffion of Falkland’s 5s Iflands, had been at athe 
tN chor for fome weeks, 9 4° nae, 
pal Yon Philip Ruis Puente, the Principal j 
command of the Spanith- vefféls, having been 
Ae appointed Governor of the iflands which were 
mi | tobe furrendered by the me rench, he accompa- 
. nied Mont, Bougainville 40% Buenos Ayres, to” 
Bis fettle, with the Governor. general, the mode of y 
_ making the ceifion: and the Prince of Naffau- 
‘Sieshen attended them j in this expedition, 4) 
The gentlemen made the: voyage in afchooner, — 
but a contrary wind preventing, theit paffage by 
a they went on fhore above the “colony « 
an Sacramento, -and travelled over a prodig 5 
ous extent of country, in which there were ud 
roads, and where the eye was their only gu guic 
During this expedition they ff flept ‘in Little 201 
donfirgéed with leather, while the | tyg gers no wi: 
round them on every fide. Mo ) 
ville particulatly mentions the. mann an 
danger of their paffing the tive ae 
‘which is wide and deep, yet amazing! 
being placed i in a long narrow canoe, on 
of which was beyond all proportion . t 
than the other, a horfé was fattened On each - ; 
fide the huadl the Ronee of which pling off ee 
all” 


ne ee 


dt 


a eee 


4 
* 
2» 
s 
~ 
=: 


ROUND THE WORLD. 127 
all his cloaths, got into it, and {upporting the 
heads of the horfes above the furface of the 
ftream, drove them acrofs it, in the beft man- 

ner he was able, and, with fome difficulty, 
they ftemmed the rapidity of the torrent. It 
is neceflary for travellers who pafs this wild and 
extenfive country to be very careful in finding 
the.fordable parts of the rivers ; they utually 
drive before them a Faneiublc number of 
_ horfes, in order to take frefh ones as often as. 
thofe they ride on are jaded. 
' Monfieur Bougainville having tranfacted his 
- bufinefs at Buenos Ayres, returned to Monte- 
video on the 16th of February, and was fol- 
lowed in a few days by the Spanifh Governor, 
Don Puente. Some neceffaries of various 
kinds being taken on board, the veflels were 
prepared for failing to Falkland’s Iflands. 
~ Our author now gives a long account of the 
eftablifhment of the Spaniards in Rio de la 
Plata, of which we fhall take no notice, be- 
caufe fimilar accounts are to be found in a great 
number of volumes, fome or other of which 
are in the hands of almoft every reader, 
Our voyagers having cauied a {mall veffe! to 
be laden with cattle for the ufe of the fhip’s . 
companies, they failed in company, on the 28th 
‘of February 1967, a pilot, acquainted with 
the coaft of Falkland’s Iflands, having been 
previoufly put on board each of the Spanifh 
_ hhips; : but this day they were obliged to bring 
their 
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their veffels to an anchor, on account of the 
thicknefs of a‘fog, which prevented their feeing 
land. | 

ane wits now proving contrary, the fhips 
remained at anchor the following day; but as 
the current of the river ran ftrongly in their 
favour, Monf. Bougainville’ fent to acquaint 
the Spanifh commander, that his veffel being 
too near the Englifh fand-bank, off the ifle 
of Flores, he thought it would be proper to 
fail on the following day, even if the wind 
fheuld not change in their favour. To this 
the Spanifh officer replied, that his pilot re- 
fufed to weigh the anchor till the wind became 
fair and blew fteady: on which Don Puente 
was acquainted, that the anchor of the Boudeufe 
would certainly be weighed early the next 
morning, and that fhe would either anchor 
more to the north, or ply to the windward, 
waiting for the Spanifh fhips, unlefs they 
fhould be unavoidably mip oe sf the VLSICHCe 
of the wind. 

The {mall veffel laden with cattle had not. 
come to an anchor during the preceding night, 
nor was fhe feen any more during the voyage; 
but it was afterwards learnt that fhe went back 
to Montevideo, after an abfence of three weeks 
from that place. The night had been fo tem+ 
peftuous, that all the thips dragged their an- 
chors, and in the morning the Spanifh veffels 
were obferyed with their main-yards lowered, 

and 


esas 


and their top-mafts handed: the Boudeufe, 
however, got under fail, and got out of the 
river before night, leaving the Spaniards ftill 
at anchor. Monf. Bougainville had variable, 
but chiefly bad, weather till the 23d of the 
month, when he came to an anchor in the Bay 
of Falkland’s iflands, where the Spanifh vel- 
fels alfo anchored, on, the day following, 
Thefe laft had fuffer ed extremely through te 
inclemency of the weather; the cabbin win- 
dows of Don Puente’ s fhip had been broke by 
the violence of the waves, fo that the fea for 
fome time poured into her in torrents; anda 
number of cattle, deftined for the ufe of the 
colony at Falkland’s Ifland, died on the paflage. 
On the 1 of April Monf, Bongainville, in 
the name of the French king, furrendered the 
ifland to Don Puente, who received it for. his 
moft catholic, Majetty, with the ceremony of 
hoifting the Spanith colours, and the firing of 
guns from the fhips and on fhore: Monf. Bou 
eainville then read a letter, in which his fove- 
reign granted leave to fuch of the inhabitants 
as chofe to continue their refidence, to be under 
the dominion of Spain: this offer, was accep- 
ted by fome, while others embarked with the 


garrifon, and were) conveyed to Montevideo. . 


in the Spanifh fhips: The whoie expence of 
the French fettlement,, to the time of its being 
delivered to the Spaniards, was fix hundred and 

; three thoufand livres; but as his moft Catholic 
5 Majelty 


/ 
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Majefty took the fhips, provifions, and all the 
ftores of every kind, he reimburfed thisfum 
to France. | 2 ae 

Monf. Bougainville now proceeds to make 
fome hiftorical remarks refpecting Falkland’s 
Iffands, in which we fhall trace him with all 
poflible fidelity. Ee fays that, in the year 
4502, when. Americo Velpucius was on his 
third voyage for the difcovery of America, he 
failed along the northern coafts of the iflands, 
and to him, therefore, he allows the honour of 
being the firft difcoverer; yet he fays that Vel- 


pucious Knew not whether what. he faw was 


an ifland, ora part of the main land. Gouin, 
a. French commander, came to an anchor on 
thefe iflands, 1m the year 1700, as he was ree 
turning from a voyage into the South Seas; 
but Gouin miftoek them for Sebald’s ifles, 


which lie very.near them, Falkland’s Iflands 
being between thofe, and the ifland of Beau- 
cheine ; fo chat a fhip at anchor on the eaft fide 
s,is within fightof Falkland’s ;— 
Befides Beauchefne’s defcription of what he 
took to be Sebald’s, exactly anfwers to thefe; 
for he fays there-are no woods, that the cour 
try is fwampy, that there are many frefh-water 
lakes and marthes on it, and that it abounds 
in ducks, {nipes, wild geefe, and teals, 

Mon{. Bougainville juftly obferves, that 
Falkland’s iflands have been but little known, 
and iH defcribed, till within a few years paft. 

ji They 


roecheans 
os 


ROUND THE WORLD. 14 
T “hey are commonly reprefented as being Cd- 
vered with woods; but this miftake Eiule very 


well happen in the accounts of thofe who only 


faw them from on board a fhip; for what are 
taken for woods are tall rufhes, which grow 
very clofe together, and the flalk being dry to 
the height of five feet from the ground, a large 
tuft fprings from the top of it, fo that their 
number, and the manner in which they grow, 
form no ill refemblance of a wood. Great 
part of the hills on the ifland are covered wi ith 
heath, while the rufhes grow only oa fome 
fmall ifles, and near the fed. coait. 

In the year 1594 Sir Richard Hawkins had 
fight of thefe iflands, and called them Haw- 
kins’s Maidén-Land: he fays hé faw fires on 
them, and that they were then inhabited : about 
the commencement of the prefent century, a 


French fhip, called'the’St. Louis, came to an 
anchor on this coaft, under the fhelter of the 
ifles of Anican, which are fome fmall iflands, 
fo called after the privateer of ‘that name, but’ 


the commander of the St. Louis did not think 


it worth his while to examine the country: yet,” 


Monf. Bougainville obferves, that the’ naviga- 


tors of all nations:have remarked how conve-) 


niently they® are fitdated for affording’ fhelter 
and refrefhment to veffels bound to the South- 
Stas. | 

France having come to a feioil ation of fend- 


ine’ a colony to fettle on Falkland’s iflands, 


5 2 Mont. 
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Monf. Bougainville, towards the beginning of 
the year 1763, made an offer to eftablith the 
fettlement at his own expence,. with the affif- 
‘tance of two of his near relations, Monf. 
de Arboulin, and)Monf. de Nerville. This 
offer being accepted, the adventrous French- 
man gave orders for the building and equip- 
ment of a veflel of twenty,:and another of 
twelve guns, the former of which was) called 
the Eagle, and the) latter the Sphinx: and as 
foon as thefe vefiels had taken in fuch fteres 
as were neceflary for the voyage, and for mak- 
ing the fettlement, \Monf. Bougainville, having 
previoufly engaged fome acadian families, em- 
barked his officers, feamen and. fettlers, and 
failed from’ the Port of St. Malo, on the 1 “ii 
of September, 1763. 

In the courfe of the voyage he touched on 
the coaft of Brazil, and at Montevideo, at 
which laft place he took a number of horned 
cattle and horfes on board, in order to ftock 
the ifland to which he was deftined. On the 
gift of January, 1764, Monf. Bougainville 
was within fight of Sebald’s ifles, and came to 
an anchor in a large bay on the eaftermoft point 
of Falkland’s iflands, on. the thirdof Febr uary. 

It was, foon refolved to form the fettlement 
on the coaft of this Bay; and Monf. Bougain- 
ville immediately began to take a furvey of 
the ifland,: to learn what it produced, for the 


fupport and convenience of life. He obferves, 
thar. 
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that various kinds of water and land-fowl, and 
fith, were all its edible productions: and that 
the reader already knows that there oTows no 
wood, either for firing, or other purpofes; 
but this deficiency, in Monf. Bougainville’s 
opinion, might be tolerably well fupplied by 
an excellent kind of turf, which was almoft 
every where to be found in great abundance. 
On the firft arrival of our adventurers, itwas 
a fight not lefs pleafing than aftonifhing, to 
behold the birds flock round them, with 
evident curiofity, but without the leaft 
fiens of timidity: thefe harmlefs animals ufed 
to perch on thofe who were itanding ftill, and 
would at all times fubmit to be taken with the 
hand: but they very foon learnt to be fhy of 
the company of thofe who fought only their 
deftruction. | 
The colony confifted of nineteen men, five 
women, and three children; and Monf. Bou- 
gainville having fixed on the fpot for their re- 
fidence, they loft no time in erecting huts, 
which they covered with rufhes, to protect them 
from the inclemency of the weather. They 


likewife built a magazine, and erected a {mall . 


fort, in the center of which they raifed an obe- 
lifk, under which they had placed feveral 
‘pieces of money, and a medal, on one fide of 
which was the head of the French king, with 
the following motto; Tibi ferviat ultima thule 5 


¢ 


I | {cription, 


— 


and on the other fide of the medal was an in- 
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Acription, of which the following is a tranflas 
tion,— “© Settlement of the Ifles Malouines, 
“* fituated in 51 degrees 30 minutes of fouth 
** latitude, 60 degrees 50 minutes weft longi+ 
“* tude, from chek meridian of Paris, by the 
“‘ Eagle frigate; Captain P. Duclos Guyot; 
“© Captain ofa fire-fhip, and the Sphinx floop 
“* Captain F. Chenard de la Giraudais, Lieutes 
** nant of a) frigate, equipped by Lovis An- 
** toine de Bougainville, Colonel of infantry; 
** Captain of a fhip, chief of the expeditions 
‘* G. de Nerville, Captain of infantry, and P. 
“* d’ Arboulin, poftmafter general of France: 
** conftruction of a fort, and an obelifk, deco- 
“* rated ‘with a medallion of his Majefty Louis 
“* XV. after the plans of AY L’Fuillier, en 
‘* gineér and géoerapler of the field and’ ar~' 
‘“* my, ferving on this expedition; during the’ 
“* adminiftration of E’. de Choifeul, Duke oF 
*° Stainville, in February 1764.” 

Monf. de Bougainville having promifed the’ 
fettlers, that he would foon bring. them more: 
companions, and give them farther affiftance, 
his relation, Monf. de Nerville, agreed to flay’ 
till his return from France, as: well’ to’ be an 
hoftage for the performance of de Bougain=) 
ville’s promife, as to encourage the youre co- 
lonifts, by’ participatine in every hardthip and? 
danger to which they might be -expofed, ina 
{tation fo far removed from ‘all communication 
with the reft of mankind, In return for Mont. 

de 
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de Nerville’s kind compliance with the with of 
the fettlers, he was to be confidered as their 
Governor. : 

On the 8th of April 1764, Monf. Bougain- 
ville weighed his anchor, and failed for Eu. 
rope, having firft taken pofieffion of the iflands, 
in the name, and for the ufe of his moft Chrif 


"tian Majelty. 


In the month of January 1765, Monf. Bou; 
gainville again vifited Falkland’s Iflands, where 
he found the fettlers in good health, and pleated 
with their fituation, After he had debarked 


the ftores which he had brought for their ule, 


he {giled to the Streights of Magellan, where he 
took in timber and pallifadoes, and a number 
of young trees for planting: on Falkland’s 
Iflands; which place he again left on the 27th 
of April, when the whole number of colonifts 
was only twenty-four. 

While Monfieur de Bougainville was on th 
above-mentioned expedition in the Streights of 
Magellan, he faw the fhips under Commodore 
"A command ; the reader will recol- 
le& this circumftance, in the account of Mr. 
Byron’s Voyage, related in the twenty-firlt page 
of the preceding volume. 

The colonifts on Falkland’s IMands were en- 


icreafed to about one hundred and fifty, by a 


number of, frefh fettlers, which failed from 
France in the Kagle, in the year 1765. This 


« 


fhip was accompanied by the | Exoile ftore-fhip, 
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which carried provifions to the ifland... . By this 
time the: Governor, and an officer who took care 
of the, ftores, had good houtes. built of {tone, 
and the re(t of the, colonifts.were lodged in 
commodious, hurs,. having walls compofed. of. 
fods of earth. | With=the--wood. which Monk. 
Bougainville had, brought froni the Streights. of, 
Magellan, they had built, feyeral dmall .vefiels, 
adapted to, examine the coatts of the. ifland; 
and three magazines were by this time crested > 
in which, to depofit the public: and _ private 
flores ; feveral kinds .of grain, which, had been 
brought from France grew very well, and pro- 
mifed a fufficient encreafe ; and fen train-oib 
had been made, and, feals-fkins turned,. by.the 
fettlers, with which the Eagle was loaded, ant 
returned to France, 

In the year., 17.66, Aap an Rnglith, culate 
had fettled at Port kemont, Captain Macbride> 
of the Jafon, ey vifited the Erench fertle- 
ment, and, to ufe. Moni, Bougainville’s: own 
words, * _pretended. that .thofe, -parts belonged 
** to his Britannic Majetty, threatened to land 
*¢ by force, if he fhould be any longer ; denied 
“¢ that liberty, vifited the Governor, and failed 
"¢ away again the fame day.” tnd ile 

The above, according 1 to, Bau gaa allege 'S ace 
count, was the, ftate of Falkland’s lands, whea 
the French furrendered them to; Spain s and, he 
pretends, that, the prior claim of Spain was con- 
firmed by fuch furrender of thofe whg had made 


the 
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the firft fettlement: and perhaps there might 
be fome force in this reckoning, if the prior 
-_ tlaim of Spain was founded in juftice, and 
warranted by the laws which have hitherto di- 
rected the difcoverers of unknown countries. 
An Enelithinan, however, will be glad to fee 
this argument {tated in its proper light, by 

which it will appear, that the right to the pof- 
feffion of thefe iflands, is undoubtedly vetted 
in the Crown of thefe realms. 

The plain ftare of facts, then, is as Pvisged : 
as early as the voyage under Sir Thomas. Ca- 
vendifh, in the year 1592, Captain Davis had 
ficht of thefe iflands: they were feena fecond 
time, in 1594, as before-mentioned by Sir Ri- 
chard Hawkins, who gave them the name of 
- Hawkins’s Maiden Land: the third perfon who 
faw them was the Dutch voyager Sebald de 
Waert, who called them Sebald’s If{les, and 
‘under this name they are laid down in the 
Dutch charts. In the year 1683 they were feen. 
by Dampier, and, in 1689, by’ Strong, who 
eave them their prefent Englifh name of Falk- 


Jand Ifands, which Dr. Hal ley, the celebrated 


aftronomer, “adopting, they are now fo called in 
all the maps “and charts of this country. Dur- 
ing the reign of William and Mary, the Eng- 


lith privateers often faw thefe iflands, whereas, 
according to Monf. Bougainyille’s own account, 
the firft Frenchman who ever faw them was 


Gouin, no longer ago than the year 1700. 
. _ From 


re ”~ 
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From this, ftate of the evidence it does not ap= 
pear, that the Spaniards viGited.them at all, and 
that the French were. the Jatt vifitors; yet 
would Monf. Bougainville have his readers be- 
lieve, that the Spaniards have the prior claim 
- to their poffeflion, and that this claim has been 
ratified by’ the, French !—This realoning may 
found admirably well in the ears of the flaves 
of two arbitrary monarchs, but will be equally 
ridiculed and contemned ‘by every fenfible fub- 
ject of our happier, becaufe limited, monarchy. 
Monfieur Bougainville now: proceeds to cive 
an account of the|natural hiftory’ of, and other 
particulars refpecting, Falkland’s Iflands, which, 
he fays, are the refule ‘of the obfervations of 
his kinfman, Monf de: Nerville, who. refided 
at the fettlement three years, The picture our 
ingenious voyager gives of: the firft appearance 
of the iflands «is» very ftriking, and his argu= 
ments .for and againit. fettling them are very 
-conclufive. On their firft arrival not an object 
firuck their.view, except the» commodioutnefs 
of the port in which the fhip lay, which could 
tempt them to take up their refidence on fo in~ 
hofpitable, a fhore. 1 The’ land was: in many 
places: broke in up6n by the fea 3 the mountains, 
unclothed with. wood, ‘had. the moft barren ap- 
pearance s the ttelds looked dreary for want of 
houfes and » inhabitants\s an univerfal filence 
reigned, except vwwhen' the howling of fome 
fea-montter difturbed the folemn flillnelss. while, 
ON, pT Ope Tegaet ae a 
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a ati and cloomy famenefs of appearance added 
horror to the whole picture. 


~ Difcouraging | as this fcene appeared, our ad-, 


venturers knew that all’ would ey to time and 
diligence,’ and that the labour of the induftri- 
ous would not:go unrequited : indeed fome con- 
folation arofe in their breafts, on viewing the 
place i in amore favourable licht. The climate 
had that) kind. of temperature likely to afford 


health, ftrength, and long life, and was there-. 
fore preferable to the noxious: air of thofe re. 
- gions where the fickening' inhabitant faints un- 


dé the fcorching heat of the vertical fun: the 
ifland produced a number of plants, admirable 
in the curé of the {curvy, and other diforders 
incident tothe failor’s “life. ‘The fifh and the 


birds were moft exquifitely delicious, and there 


were amphibious animals in immenfe numbers, 
while there,were none of the fierce or the poi- 
fonous kind. Cafcadés and rivulets fell from 
the mountains, which at the fame time fhelter- 
ed the fifherman fromthe violence of the winds, 
fo that-he-could!fport or labour in the fpacious 


bay,vin, perfect fecurity: meadows of an im- 


Bi tong « ; 
menfe- extent’ promifed conftant  pafturage for 
any number/of flocks'and herds, which might 


feed at-pleafure, undifturbed by any tyrant lord 


of the foil, Thefe.various advantages, in the 
opinion of oar adventurers, were fufficient to 


Rehdm perice them aoe the dangers and fatigue’ 
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of the voyage, and:a:pledge for the aul reward 
of their future labours: wo) 

The fituation of Falkland’s Tandis.i 1S, Berks P 
fifty-one and. fifty-two. degrees and avhalf of 
fouth latitude, and fixty-five,degrees and a half 
of weit longitude. from. Paris. ;, From, the en- 
trance of the Streights of Magellan, and from. 
the coaft of Patagonia,, their diftance is about 
DEO MOUS a. coef : 

The harbours. are tos, and well ins 
by fmall, iflands., moft happily. difpofed;, and. 
even the imalleft.veflels may-ride. in, fafety in 
the creeks ;, while, freth .water.is.ealily, to be 
- obtained, as the fanall. rivers, which, ‘defcend 
from the mountains. difcharge/-them(elves. into 
the fea... The..tides do not -rife and fall at any 
{lated times,,, but. depend on, the force with 
which the, wind . agitates. the waves of the fea; 
it was, however, obferved, that juit before high 
water, the fea rifles, and fubfides, with a quick - 
motion, .three times, within the {pace of fifteen 
- minutes; and thatiatcthe fulloof the moon, 
and during the equinoxes and folftices, this mas) - 
tion is much greater than at any other times! 

Thofe owinds» that: blow from: between: the 
fouthiand wert; and the north and weft points,’ 
prevail, more! thany others; but in general the 
winds vary asin: mofbother countries, In fum-= 
mer time the .winds: ufually: blow. from ‘fome 
point between the north-weft and: fouth-wett. 
tei is remarkable e, that thefe winds rifecwith the 

rifing 
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sifing fun, encreafe in force as the fun advances 
to the meridian, blow moft violently juft:at 
noon, décreafe again with the’ declining ‘fun, 
and totally ceafe about the time of its fereitta 
The tides alfo’ frequently, add to the violence of 
thefe winds, | and not ih is saab | awhigs their 
direction. 

"The blowing of the winds in winter is’a cef- 
tain indication of the weather. If they come 
from the fouth-eaft, they are not fo violent as 
the fummer! winds from the'fame quarter 3) but 

they are accompanied with flight fogs. “When 
they ‘blow between ‘the fouth and’ weft points,’ 
hoar froft, hail and fhow, ‘are ‘the certain’ con- 
fequences; and the weather’ is wet’and foggy, 
when they ‘come’ fromthe’ points between the 
north and the weft. ~The {now which ‘comes 
with the fouth ‘and weft’ winds is’ but fmall in 
quantity, and commonly difappears from the 
ground in a day or two, except what lodges’on 
the fummits» of the high mountains, where it: 
‘will remain about: two months.’ The running 
ftreams ‘areonever frozen, andthe Jakes and 
{tagnate-poolsohave feldom ‘been covered with 
ice {trong enough to bear the weightwof a man 
two days together.’ In the fpring and autumn 
there are flight hoar frofts, «which being chang- 
edito aikindof:dew by the warmth of the jun, 
are rather nutrimentals than: preyudicial to the 
vegetable productions. »Lhere’ is feldom any: 
Founder op lightning,’ nor is the climate hot or 
cold 
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cold in any extraordinary degree. Throughout 
the year the nichts ar¢e,in general, flar-light, 
ferene, and ee 3. and,.upon the whole, >the » 
climate i is very favourable to the conftitution, 

The frefh water of thefe iflands is extremely 
good, and in great plenty: the beds of fome of 
the rivers are a kind of tuft, which gives a yel- 
lowifh caft to the water, yet does not. affect its 
tafte; but the bottom of moft of the rivers is 
either {and or gravel. _ ¥ 

The depth of the foil in the. vallies i 1s more 
than fufficient for the purpofes of: plowing ; but, 
before our adventurers could proceed to cultiva- 
tion, they were obliged to extract the roots of 
plants, which every where interfected and choak- 
ed up the ground for near a foot deep: thefe 
roots they ree and burnt, and they then made 
a rich manure for the eround from which they 
had been cleared. Under the firft land is a 
layer of black earth, ten inches or more in 
depth ; under that again a yellow foil, beneath ' 
which are ftones and flate ; but, thefe {tones are 
not found on the little adjacent iflands. The 
fea-coaft is, in moft places, compofed of {tones, 
which are very fit for the purpofes of building ;. 
and there are beds of a hard fine grained ftone, 
in feveral {pots on the ifland; likewife another 
kind | of ftones, in which, are particles, of talc, 
Our fettlers found a kind of ftone. which fplic 
in pieces eafily, and. with «: which. they | ‘made: 
srind-ftones, to give an. edge to their inftrus 
ments, 


\ 
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ments. In. the quarries they, met with a ftone 
of a yellowith hue, which, when firft taken out, 
_was fo foft«as to be cut. with a knife; but ic 
foon grew hard when expofed to the open air. 
The ifland likewile. yeilded earth fit for making 
bricks’ and potters. fea and plenty of fand 
and clay.° : 

In many parts ‘of the country there are marfhy 
places, which produce: a fort of rufhes with 
sharp points, the remains of the roots of which 
being continually wafting, form the turf thac 
was ufed for firing, Lich burnt exceeding 
well, and had noetang’ offenfive in its fmell. 

A plant of the’ gramen kind « grows On a ftalk 

which has’ a fetith flavour, and is extremely, 
nutrimental for cattle, who like it better than any, 
other kind of patturage. This plant flourifhes 
on the fea-coatts, and on the little ifles, where 
if} bends till the ftalks unite, forming a kind of 
harbour, to which the fea-lions and tl the feals oc- 

cafionally retreat. Our adventurers, in feveral 
excurfions, found thefe natural built, houfes, a 
very agteeable defence againtt the inclemency 
of the “weather, and the more “fo, as the dry 
leaves which’ had fallen off formed a bed, by na 
means to be defpifed. i 

"The above: mentioned plant is Pore latgeft 
that grows on’ the ifland, which likewile pro- 
duces many’ ‘fhrubs that were: very ‘ufeful ‘in 
heating ovens, ‘and other purpoles of firing. 
A kind of heath, which uns in great plenty, 

bears 
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bears a red fruit, which is eaten by the fowls 
and birds. ) 

A plant was difcovered which refembles a2 
fhrub, but having been tafted, it was thought 
fit for the brewing of beer: happily our colo- 
nifts were fupplied with malt and. molaffes, to 
which they added the beer-plant, and were ens 
abled at all times to brew a very wholefome 
kind of fpruce-beer, which was an admirable 
fpecific for the feurvy. This plant was likewife 
infuled in water, in which thofe who had con- 
tracted any illnefs, while out at fea, bathed 
themfelves, and it was-found to be a fine refto- 
rative: when prefied, it yeilded a mealy fub- 
ftance, of a fragrant fmell, anda glutinous na- 
ture: the leaves of this plant are {mall, of a 
clear bright green, and dentated. 

Other vegetables in abundance were found, 
which were ufed as antifcorbutics ; particularly 
water-creffes, forrel, wild parfley, a kind of 
maiden-hair, and a fpecies of celery. 3 

But the moft extraordinary vegetable ‘pro- 
duction of Falkland’s Iflands, is a kind of re- 
finous gumplant, of which we fhall fpeak 
more particularly, as itis wholly unknown in 
thefe parts of the globe, Though this is called 
a plant, it is without leaves, branches, or any 
apparent ftalk; and, except incolour, which is 
that of a bright green, it more refembles a lump 
of earth rifing from the common furface of the 
cround, It does not grow to the height of 

more 
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more than eighteen inches; and its breadth in 


different plants is from two feet to two yards 


and upwards : the® {malier plants have the form 


of an hemifphere, and their cifeumference is 


regular; but when they come to the full fize, 
they terminate in irregular bunchesand hollows: 
there are drops of a rough yellow matter, as 
big asa pea, on different parts of its furface, 
eH fmell like turpentine. Monf. Bougain- 
ville having cut this plant clofe to the ground, 
found that it arofe’ froma ftalk, from which 
grew an immenfe: number. of fhoots, confitt- 
ing of leaves refembling® flars, laying one 
within the other. © The outfides of thefe fhcots, 
which are expofed to the air, are green},and the 
infides white: they:contain a vifcid milky juice, . 
which is likewife found in the roots, and the 
ftalk. - The roots extending horizontally, fre- 
quently produce freth fhoots. at.a diftance, fo 
thar there is no inftance of. one of thete plants 
being found alone. The refin.of this plant 
was found to be a goodmedicine-for the cure 


of flight wounds; ‘but thisvrefin was. often 


“wafhed away. by the rains, or wafted by the in- 


fluence of the air; yet, however contradictory 
it may appear, it” would not diffolve except in 
{pirits : : fome ‘of the feeds were. brought; to Hu- 
rope, in order to attempt the cultivation of fo 


ee a curiofity i in the vegetable world. 


Fee ifland on which. our colonitts had taken 
up their refidence is ‘divided from eait to weft 
U Be ge 
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by a chain of hills, to the fouth of which they 
found another plant, not unlike the refinoys. 
gum-plant, which, however, did not yield any 
refin, but produced beautiful yellow fowets ; 
neither was it of fo firm a texture, nor was its. 
green of the fame fhade; yet, in other refpects, 
the refemblance was very ftrong. On the hills 
was found a fpecies of Maiden-hair, which 
crew to a great height, and the leaves of it were 
fhaped like the blade of'a fword. ‘The hills like- 
wife abounded with various kinds of plants, which 
had the appearance of holding a middle fta- 
tion between itohes and vegetables. It was ap- 
prehended, that thefe micht have been fuccefs- 
fully. ufed in dying, and our colonifts propofed 
to have made the experiment if ney had: Te- 
mained longer on the ifland, 

The place produces flowers in’a eonfiderable 
variety, but ‘only one “of them has-any’ finely 

which: is dike ‘that Of a tuberofey' this flower is 
perfeally white. “A” true ‘violer -Swas feeny 
which was of a regular light yellow colour, © 


A fruit was found, ‘of the ‘fize’ of a ‘pea,’ 
which received the name of the lucét, from 
its refemblance to the North American’ fruit of 
that nairie< its colour “is white, but the fide 

which is’ expoféd to the fun: changes to ated: 
it ‘has the fmell ‘of orange- BieeINe and ‘avery 
agreeable flavour: ‘its ibe dhieey which ¢teep 
along the “ground, produce ‘leaves ‘of dark 
green, which are round and thining, and ‘théle 

| leaves 
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Jeaves infufed into milk give it a delicious talte ; 
the flowers erow in large numbers on the bor- 
ders of lakes, and the plant delights in a moift 
foil. Befides the lucet only one other fruit was 
found, which. grows on long branches, in the 
fame manner as the ftrawberry, but it has the 
appearance of a mulberry, which name it re- 
ceived, and its leaves are like thofe of the 


hornbeam. 


Our colonifts found but few fea- me which 
ne could apply to any ufe; but all che coaft 
cof the harbour was lined with fea-weeds, which’ 
ewere ferviceable in breaking the force of the 
‘waves in ftormy weather. Many kinds of co- 
ralines, of various beautiful colours, and a 
great number of curious fhells and fpunges 
were wafhed on fhore by the force of the tides 
Among the fhells were the fmooth and ftriated 
mufcle, feallops, whelks, and a bivalve fhell, 
of avery fingular kind, named Js Pouletie. 


“Sea-lions and feals are the only amphibious 


animals found in thefe parts; but there are 


great varieties of fith.on the coafts, fcarce any 
of which are known in Europe. It fometimes 
happens that the whales, getting too near the 
fhore, are ftranded in the bays, where their re- 
mains have been feen. Bones of great mag- 


nitude have been found far up the country, 


where the force of the waters could not have 
conveyed them, which Monf, Bougainville 
U2 | deems 
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deems a proof. that.the foil is encreafed, or the 
fea diminithed.., Hite ab aw if 
The only, quadruped ee on Falkland’s 
ifland is of a. fpecies between the fox and the 
wolf, and our author: therefore calls him the 
wolf-fox : the tail.of this animal is more bufhy 
than that of the wolf, and,he lives in a kennel 
which he digs in the gcound, on the downs by 
the fea-fide, . At-one time of| the year the wolf 
fox is Bites as to appear almoft {tarved, from 
whence it, is imagined that he fafts for a confide- 
table time : he is about as large as a fheep.dog, 
and barks very much like one, only that his yelp 
is not fo loud. He fubfitts principally on wild 
fowl, in fearch of which he travels’ in fuch ‘a 
direct line from one day to.another, that’ when 
our adventurers firft, beheld his track, they ima- 
_ gined that the ifland was, inhabited; and that the 
natives had made),the path. Monf. Bougain- 
ville makes. it a matter “ef« wonder: howethe 
wolf-fox can have. been conveyed. to thefe 
iflands, without confidezing, that Jand-animals — 
having got on large’ pieces of ice, which being 
erent by the gs they have frequently been 
conveyed to, places very remote from thofe of 
their firft refidence. . The circumftance of, ice 
fo broken from the fhore is not uncommon.oen 
the coaft.of G reenland., , ink 
Thefe. iflands and their coafts produse land 
and water-fowls in incredible numbers, many 
of which are the prey. of falcons, hawks, ea- 
gles 
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eles and owls; while the eges and the youns 
birds are deftroyed by the wolf-fox.—The final- 
ler ‘fifth are deftroyed by the whales, the am. 
phibious ‘animals, and’ the “voracious birds, 
fome of which are conftantly flying clofe over 
the furface of the waters, while’ othets perch 
themfelves on the rocks to watch the event. 
Monf, Bougainville now proceeds to a de- 
{cription of fuch birds as were found on the 
iflands, which could be applied to any kind of 
ufe, omitting thofe that could not be rendered 
_ferviceable to thecolonifts. NIMS 
clThe' fwan'is*perfectly white, except its feet 
and its neck; the former of which are of a 
fleficolour, atid the latter as black as jet. 
Of wild geefe there are four kinds, only one 
ofewhich feeds on dry ground. It has very 
high legs, and-a neck of great leneth: its flight 
is much moré free than that of the Enelifh 
goofe; it walks with equal eafe, and does not 
cackle like the common goofe. The feathers 
of the male are white except on the wings, 


which have a mixture of afh colour and black - 


the wings of the female are of various colours ; 
and its body is yellow. It feldom lays more 


than fix eges. The flavour of thefe birds is. 


agreeable, and they were found to be very nu- 
tritious: exclufive of thofe which are hatched 
on the ifland, large flocks fly thither with a 
wetterly wind ‘which blows in the autumn, fo 
that they were generally‘to be taken in great 
I abune 
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abundance, and formed avprincipal part of the 
fubfiftence of the fettlers.. Thofe which came 
in the autumn were eafily known from thofe 
refident on the ifland, by their not being thy. 

The other three kinds are of various colours 5 
yellow, white, black, and afh-colour; they 
are not by far fo beautiful as thofe above de- 
{cribed: and as they live entirely on fith, their 
flefh acquires a difagreeable tafte; one of thefe 
three fpecies feldom rifes from the furface of 
the water, and is almoft conftantly making a 
very difagreeable noife. A foft thick down, 
either grey or white, erows under the feathers 
of all thefe geefe, as it does likewife under thofe 
toPithedt wants \ 

The rivers and ponds of Falkland’s iflands 
abound in teals ef two fpecies, and two of wild 
ducks: of the latter fome are perfectly white, 
and others totally black, but in other refpects 
they refemble thofe of England and France. 
Thefe birds are all exquifite fine foad, and to 
be procured in any numbers. . One kind of the 
teal is very {mall; but the other is as large as 
the duck, and its bill is blue. The bellies of 
fome of them are alfo covered with feathers 
of a flefh-colour. 

The ifland produces a bird which Monf- 
Bougainville calls the Diver, but, from the 
deicription he gives of it, itis conjectured to 
be the Grebe, which abounds on the lake of 
Geneva, and of the fkin of which the mof — 

elegant 
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elégant muffs and tippets are made. Of thefe 
Divers there are two kinds, of which the moit 
plentiful has brown feathers, with no other 
vatiation than that the feathers on the belly are 
of a fomewhat lichter colour than thofe on the 
back. The belly of the other kind is white, 
and the back grey, and the feathers on the 
belly are very thick, fhining and foft. The 
eyes of thefe birds are as bright as rubies, and 
are encircled with ‘a ring. of ‘white feathers. 
The female hatches only two young birds at a 
time, ‘which fhe carties on her back, not fub- 
jecting them to the coldnefs of the water, tll 


feathers have taken place of the: down with 


“which they arehatched. The toes of this bird 
are thin, “and of a green ‘colour, and being 
-. yourd» towards ‘the claw, they ‘areonot unlike 
the leaves» of ‘fome plants: their feet are not 
webbed;)(ds is‘common among water-fowl, but 


their toes ‘are feparate, having a ore mem- 


brane on each fide. ' 

The colonitts cave the name of Saw-bills to 
two: ‘kinds ‘of birds which bore?a great fimilitude 
to “each other, the chief atigeience confiftine 
in their fizes and in the bellies of moft of them 
being white, while'a few were obferved tolhave 
brown feathers» on ‘the ‘belly: the “feathers-on 
‘the reft of the ‘body are of) aidatk blue, as foft 
asfilk, and: grow very: clofe together. ‘Their 
feet are webbed. and iflefh ‘coloured, and their 
bills pointed: they Jay their eggsion the: rocks} 
9 ‘where 
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where great numbers of them live together ; 
and they fubfift on fith, thoufands of which 
bh deftroy. Our fettlers not only ate the 

eggs of thefe birds, but frequently killed many 
{cores of them at a time, and their flefh was 
found to be excellent food. ‘They had fo little 
apprehenfion of being catched, that it was an 
eafy matter to Knock them down with a ftick, 
and in this manner they were ufually taken. 
A bird called by the Spaniards Quebrantabu- 
effes, which meafures more than two yards from 
the extremity of its wings, deftroys the faw- 
bills, ‘This bird of prey has along bill, with 
two hollow tubes of the fame kind of fubftance 
as the bill, and its fect are webbed: fome of 
the feamen called this bird the Albatrofs, but 
it differs confiderably from the common bird 
of that name, nor is it an eafy matter to deter- 
mine precifely on its fpecies, from the imper- 
fect account which Monf, Bougainville has 
given of it. 

Gulls, mews, and terns, of different beau- 
tiful plumage, ferved to direct our colonifts 
what was the proper time for taking of pil- 
chards. Thefe birds, flying in large flocks over 
the furface of the water, dart on the pilchard 
and {wallow it; prefently they catch another of 
thefe ffh, and then they difgorge the one which 
had been previoufly {fwallowed, and fo on. 
When the pilchards are not in feafon, they feed 


on various other forts of {mall fh. The eges 
of 


\ 
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of thefe birds were found in great abundance 
“upon the leaves of a plant, on the borders of 
the marthes, ang they proved to be ae good 
eating. 

Three kinds of penguins breed c on the ifland, 
one of thefe is a remarkably g erand and eleganc 
bird, the. belly of which is a clear white, the 
back a kind of blue, and it has a ruff round its 
neck near the head, of a bright yellow, which 
defcending towards the belly, feparates the 
white feathers from the blue ones; thefe birds 
do not live together in numbers, but feek the 
moit quiet and retiréd places of abode. One 
of them being ‘caught, with an intention of 
being brought to France, foon orew fo tame, 
that it followed the perfon who Fea it; its food 
was bread, fifh and fleth ; but there was fome- 
thing mote’ Wanting: for its fuftenance, for it 
gradually ‘Toft tts pence till it died.” The fe- 
cond, kine. of ‘penguin anfwers to’ the defcrip- 
tion OF thik ibiva in’ Anfon’s voyage*, The 
third kind of penguins lay their eggs among 
the high clits of the rocks, ‘where they refide 
together in “buhay numbers, never feeking 
_ that folitudté of which the firft kind are fo fond. 
They are mtich fmaller than the others, and 
were flamed hopping penguins, from their 
method of moving , which is very much like 


*, This defcription will, of courfe,-be found when 
we come to give an account of that voyage, 
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hopping; they have gold-coloured feathers} 
which forma kind of eye-brows, and a tuft 
of the fame colour, which they raife when they 
are difpleated. This bird has a very chearful 
leok,; and its general colour is a deep yellow. 

At different times, but not frequently, three 
kinds of petrels were feen by our adventurers, / 
Thefe birds build their nefts on the fea coafts, | 
where their young were fometimes found, co- 
vered with down. One fort of them is quite 
white, their bills red, and not unlike a pigeon ; 
a fecond fort is larger, and the third fmaller 
than the pigeon; and thefe two forts have white 
feathers on the belly, while every other part of 
the body is black. “we oo 

Eagles were alfo feen of three different {pe- 
cies, two of which are black, with white and — 
yellow feet, and the other is of a dull white: 
all thefe fubfift on fnipes, and other {mall birds, 
which they feize every opportunity to deftroy. 

. Egrets, a fpecies of the heron, were fre< 
quently feen on the ifland: they make a difa- 
greeable noife, not:much unlike the barking of 
a little dog ; and they never take any food till. 
towards the evening, | | y tery 

Two kinds of the thruth came regularly to” 
the ifland in the autumnal months, one of 
which was of the fame colour as ‘the Euro- 
pean thrufh; and the other yellow, except on 
the belly, which was fpotted with black. 
There was a third kind of thrufh, which lived’ 
On 


t 
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on the ifland throughout the year, the feathers 
on the belly of which areof a bright red: this 


was called the Red- bird, and though Monf, 


Bougainville ranks it among the thrufhes, it is 
sinoliabi no. other than the red- Mipast of A- 
merica. 

-A bird which. aa called the Sea- :pie, was 
Veil, feen on the coafts, the feet of which 
were white, the bill red, and the feathers black 
and white. This bird whiftles a kind of note, 
which the colonifts found it eafy to imitate, 

and by that means they came near enough to 
catch them without much trouble: they fubfitt 
on fhrimps, which they pick up after the ebb- 
ing of the tide.—Such is Monf, Bougainville’s , 
dict tin of the fea‘pie; butif it be the true 
bird of that kind, oyfters form a part of its 
fubfiftence ; for when the tide is out,. thefe fith 


are left on .the fand, and the fea-pie, forcing 


open the thell with his bill, fwallows the oytter 5 
whence he is alfo called oyfter- catcher. 
Great numbers.of curlews, the fame as thole 


of Europe, were conftantly feen in the fum- 


mer; and fhipes of the European kind were 


found in abundance. It is ealy to fhoot thete. 
obirds, as they fly in aregular manner. At the 
»time when they are breeding, they.aicend toa 
great height, and having fung fome time in the 


air, they drop at once into their neits, which 

are built on the ground, in the open field, 

where it is moft free from grafs or other her- 
3 x 2 . bage 


—~ 
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bage, fo that thefe nefts are very eafily found 
the {nipes are excellent food if dreffed towards 
the decline of the year; but in the breeding 
feafon they are lean, and not fo fit to eat. : 

The amphibious animals of Falkland’s iflands 
are feals and fea-lions, which having been be- 
fore-mentioned, and being: defcribed’ in many 
books of voyages, we fhall only.add, that they 
frequently travel in very numerous companies 
three or four miles up the country, to feaft on 
the herbs, and repofe themfelves in the warmth 
of the fun. | feces 

Of the fifth which were found on the coafts of 
Falkland’s iflands, one that was taken in the 
ereateft plenty was called the Mullet, from the 
likenefs it bears to the European: fifh of that 
name: the colonifts dried many of thefe, which 
were full a yard in length: the feals prey on 
thefe fifh whenever they can catch them; but, — 
by a natural infting, they are taught to avoid 
thefe voracious enemies, by fheltering them- 
{elves in holes, among flimy ground, on the 
banks of the rivers, and in thefe places they 
were frequently taken.  Aofith called the gra- 
deau, about twelve inches in length, was found 
in great abundance; and another, named the 
Jardine, was found only at the commencement 
of the winter feafon. Some white porpoifes 
were taken in the bays, when the weather, was 
fair, and fome els in thofe cavities of the 
‘rocks which were filled with water. A frefh 
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water fifh was found, about the fize of a 
trout, without fcales, the colour of which was 
green. Many fmaller fith were catched with 
Rie hook and liney among them was one fpe- 
cies, the head of which refembled that of a pike, 
‘and it had no fcales: a few foals were found ; 
and Monf. Bougainville is of opinion, that a 
‘greater number of thofe, and many other differ- 
ent kinds of fifh, might have been procured, 
af there had been hands fufficient to have con- 
ftantly {pared a proper number to attend the 
fea-fifhery. The fhell-fth found at this place 
were mufcles, a very {mall kind of fhrimp, a 
crab, the feet of which were blue, anda kind 
of cray- -fifh, or prawn,-the colour of which was 
naturally: red, without boiling: but our au- 
‘thor fays, thefe were only taken-through curio- 
fity, as their tafle was much inferior to thote 
European fith which are sins of sp fame 
Species: 
| | The above is a sft fual detail of Bia natural 
_-~ * hiftory of Falkland’s iflands, as far as it could 
| be learnt by the French fettlers, during a refi- 
dence of three years; if they had continued Sp ge 
-Jonger in the country, there is no doubt but i” Meats 
-that their difcoveries would have been greater, || 
and their account more accurate: from {uch as 
jt is, however, ic will probably bethought, by 
the Englith readet, that thefe iflands are by no 
means fo barren and inhofpitable: afpot, as our 
minifterial writers took the pains. to reprefent 
them, 
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them, as foon as it was known, that our people 
in power had formed the difgraceful refolution 
of permitting the prior claim of England to this 
extenfive country, to yeild to the imperious de- 
mand of the haughty Spaniards, i 
It muft, indeed, appear evident to the un- 
prejudiced view of the intelligent reader, that 

thefe iflands might, in the courle of a few 
years, be made a very valuable poffeffion: as 
‘they abound in fowl and.fith of various ufeful 
kinds, while their amphibious animals, the fea- 
Jions..and deals, would yeild ‘a quantity of greafe 
and train-oil, which might make no inconfide- 
rable articles of commerce sand what aftonifh- 
ing crops of wheat, barley, and every kind-of 
European grain might not beraifed on a tract 
of land that is many hundred miles in extent! 
dt is true the iflands do not naturally produce 
any trees ; but it would be eafy to carry thither 
the feeds of fome, and young trees of other 
kinds ;.and. there is no doubt, but that they 
would flourifh in a country fituated, with regard 
to the fouth pole, nearly-as Ineland is. with:re- 

gard to the north. Fy ane ot 


. As true Englifhmen, »we cannot help expref- 
fing a.with that the day may yet arrive, when 
dome Statefman of fenfe and {pirit may re-urge 
and infift on the right of Great Britain, to the 
_pofiefion of Falkland’s ifands, The teader 
~ wilbexeufe othis .digreffion, and- prepare ‘to at- 
| POEL arabe, ae > tend 
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tend Monf, Bougainville In the courfe of his 
voyage. 


After waiting at thefe ‘aaads till the 2d of 


June 1767, in expectation of the Etoile ftore- 
fhip, and finding that fhe did not arrive, Monf. 
Bougainville confidered, that as his veffel would 
hold no moré than fix months provifions, and 
that he had only two on board, it would be an 
act of rafhnefs to attempt the croffing the ereat 
_ pacific ocean alone; he therefore refolved to 


fteer to Rio Janeiro, at which place he had ap- 
pointed the Etoile to join him, in cafe any un- 


forefeen accident fhould prevent her reaching 


Falkland’s iflands before he left the harbour of 


that place. 

They had fine weather from the 2d till the 
oth of June, on which day they had fight of 
the mountains on the main land of Brafil; and 
they faw the entrance of Rio Janeiro on the 
day following. A number of Sthing-boats be- 
ing obferved near the fhore, Monf. Bougain- 
ville hoifted Portuguefe colours, and ordered a 
cannon to be fired; on which a boat put off to 
the fhip, and a pilot was engaged to conduct 
her into the road, 

The coaft of this country is away by a 
number of fmall* hills, which ferve to give 
an agreeable variety to the profpeét. The 
country is rather mountainous, and well cloth= 
-ed with woods, 


The 
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The thip having arrived off the! Port of San- 
ta-Cruz, a Portuguefe officer was fent. to-en- 
guire-the reafon of her failing into. it; on-which 
Monf:-Bougainville, fent one,.of his officers to 
acquaint the ;V iceroy, of » the. Brafils, . withthe 
motives:forshis:touching there, and to. enquire 
whether if he fhould falutey the fort, .the. com- 
pliment, would be, returned, bed atierd ad’! 
The :anfwer, which: the, .F rench, yee recéiy- 
ed: from;Count»d?Acunha;, marks that fingular 
haughtinels,, and, arrogance, for, which fome of 
thes Portuguele Governors)are -not,)a, little fa- 
mous :—the, Count. faid, that. when | »@ perfon 
bowed to another.whom, he might cafually, meet 
inothe sftreet, he.)was, not, previoufly , certain 
that his compliment, would ‘be: »feturned, and. 
that if Monts Bougainville. fhould fire his guns 
‘by way, of dalute,, he (the, Viceroy). had) then 
to conlider) wwhat,was, proper ‘to, be done... As 
‘this »aniwer, was »by noymeans fatistactory: to 
Mon{. Bougainville, hes with that {pirit of, | pride 
becoming a gentleman and.an, officer, -difdained 
Kir fice aidingl@oudy  .oolecn of botogorc + 
» About the fame-time,a.canoe was Rig bee 2 
iti che’ Captain: cof the Etoile, to .inform 
Monf> Bougainville: of the, fafe oarrival of: that 
~vefiel, owhic¢h now,layiin the, port.| “The Com- 
<mander, Monti dela Giraudais, ent, word, that 
“inftead,.of Jeaving France.in the month of -De- 
-.cember, various, accidents, had combined to de- 
tain him two months beanie that time :, that 


: | when 
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when he had been three months at fea, his 
_ rigging was fo greatly damaged, and his veffel 
admitted fo much water, that he was obliged to 
make the harbour of -Montevideo, whence he. 
failed for his prefent ftation, and had come 
to an anchor but a few days before Monf. 
Bougainville’s arrival. 

The Etoile had at this time fait Grewifions 


fnfficient to fupply both. the veffels for almoft a. 


year and a half; but as her ftock of bread and 
lecumes was infufficient for the confumption of 
more than feven weeks, Monf. Bougainville re- 
folved on failing to Rio de la Plata, to take in 
a. ftock of thofe articles, as neither flour, wheat, 
nor bifcuit could be purchafed at Rio Janeiro. 

- On the 22d of June 1767, Monf. Bougain- 
ville and his officers paid a vifit.te the Viceroy 
of the Brafils, which was returned three days 
afterwards on board the Boudeufe, when the 
Viceroy gave permiffion for the purchafe of a 
floop, which our adventurers imagined might 
be very ferviceable during the long voyage 
they propofed to make. The Chaplain of the 
Etoile having been murdered, fome days before 
the arrival of the Boudeufe, under the windows 
of the Viceroy’s palace, that gentleman pro- 
mifed that he would endeavour to find out, and 
feverely punith, the perpetrators of the horrid 


deed ; but Monf. Bougainville complains much - 
of his remiffnefs in the execution of this necel- 
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tthe Viceroy, contrary to his ufual cuftom; y 
continued’ to behave with politenefs to the French 
officers, for feveral days after this vifit ; 3 and 
acquainted, them, that he. propofed to honour 
them with an elegant collation in bowers of 
orange-trees. and jafmine, on the banks of the 
river; and he actually gave orders, that a box 
at the opera fhould be alfigned for their recep- 
tion. ‘Here, fays our author, a band of mula- 
toes performed the beft pieces of metaftafio, | 
while the compofitions of the greateft geniufes. 
Italy ever produced, were * executed by an 
eg Orcheftra, which was under the direction of 
bat hump-backed Prieft, in his canonicals.? 
We cannot avoid making a remark on the il- 
liberal and ‘angentleman- like manner in which 
Monfieur Bougainville recites this part of his 
narrative; for it would be j in a high decree ri- 
diculous to fuppofe that the Prieft, becanfe he. 
had. the misfortyne to be crooked, fhould 
e, by that circumftance, the lefs qualified to 
ohhh a barid; hor can we fee, if the works 
reprefented were, as our author calls them, di- 
vine, the great impropriety of their being under 
the dire€tion of a Prieft, nor of that Prieft’s 
being drefféd in the habit of his order. ‘The 
eae are ambitious of being accounted the 
beft bred people in the world s they claim a 
kind of exclufive right to politenefs ;. but they 
are only the fmugglers and monopolizers of 
that Beery to the. Anjury, of the fair 
7 x traders, 
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“traders, the Englifh, the Scots, ‘the Hibernians, 

whofe open ‘fincerity, and manly freedom 6f 
behaviour, | gives the lie to the French affump- 
tion of a fuperior gentility, It is evident, from 
many inftances In Mont. Bougainville’ S voyage, 
that a Frenchman can, when he pleafes, be 


guilty of a favage illiberality of condué, that 
would difgrace the untutoréd boor of the wilds 


of Siberia, or the ftill more uncultivated favage - 


of the ‘uncivilized parts of America. 


At this time there lay in the harbour of Rib, 


de Janeiro, aF rench fhip; called the Morning 
Star, and a Spanifh man of war, named the Di- 


ligent; and, while the Viceroy behaved with 


all imaginable politenefs to the Frenchman, he 
had artfully protracted the ftay of the Spaniard 
no lefs than eight months, during all which 
_ time her Commander had not been able to pro- 
cure the articles neceffary for the repair of his 
vefiel, and without which fhe could not proceed 
on her voyage, - In this dilemma, Don Fran- 
cefco de Medina, ‘Captain of the Diligent, ap- 
plied to Monf. Bougainville, for the afliftance 
of his carpenters and’ caulkers, who were im- 
mediately fent, both from the Boudeule and fitg 
* Breil) ero Sati" - 

‘The: “complaifance with which the Viceroy 
| treated the gentlemen on’ board the French’ 


veflels, fuxprifed the. Spaniards, w who told them, 


im that they muft not long expec fo great a fhare 
of his favour ; and they had foon pebIh to: be 
la Xv 2 , convinced, 
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convinced, that the ‘prediction was founded: in 


truth for though ‘the Viceroy ‘had: permitted 
Monf.. Bougainville to purchafe a floop; and 
he had ‘a@ually agreed for one, his Excellency 
thought propersto forbid the delivery of it; 
and notwithftanding: they’ had*contraéted with 
this” tyrannical ‘Viceroy | forthe’ purchafe “of 
fome timber from ‘the ‘royal Dock-yards; “he af- 
terwards changed his'mind, and would’not let 
them -‘haveity ‘He even went fo-far as’ to refufe 
Monf. Bougainville, and the gentlemen’on board 
his  fhips,\ permiffion: ta'‘lodge ina houfe' near 
the town, while che Boudenter ‘was' repairing, 


notwithftanding the owner of! the ‘houfeshad 


confented to accommodate the French officers. 
Monf. Bougainville, ‘piqued at the repeated 
inftances of the Viceroy’s want of good man 
ners, and his total inattention to’ the common 
rights of humanity, determined to pay him a 
sifie: to remonftrate with him on ‘the ‘glaring 
impropriety of his‘‘conduat! taking with him 
therefore two of ‘his officers, ‘he repaired to the 
houfe of the Viceroy, who was agitated with 
the’ moft furious: ‘paffion the moment- Monf, 
Bougainville: began ‘to fpeak, «and commanded 
him to leave the: houfe’; this, however, he re- 
fuied to do, but kept his feat for fome time, 
even after the Viceroy had called his cuards, 
whe, with more prudence than their matter had 
fhewn, neglected to obey his fummons, and the 
Hrench gentlemen left the-houfe, without feem- 
: | ee ing 
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ing to have caufed any: difturbance, -Not long 
after their departure, ‘am:additional numberof 
guards «were plaeed: round:the palace,! and or- 
ders were iiffuedsthatif any Frenchman fhould 
be feen in the fireets after the: dan: wasidown, 
he fhould:be taken into: cuftody,: | The: Viceroy 
likewife commanded the,Gaptain-of; the:French 
fhip, ‘named the Morning Star, to quit-bis pre. 
fent fituation, and anchor his -veGel-under-the 
fort of ,Villagahon, .which. il was: i 
with on the-following day. | ‘ ! 

~Qné of the: Portuguele: einéciise was: exiled 
Lae another,imprifoned, becaufe they had be- 
haved with civility. todMont. Bougainville ;. and 
jt- was \eafy sto forefee; that fuch-of the inhabi- 
tants of the place as traded. with the French, 
would experience the confequences of the Vice- 
roy’s indignation ; every preparation was there- 
fore made to. quit a place, which the’ tyranny of 
the. count'de Acunha had rendered fo difagree- 
able. The Captain of,the Spanifh man, of 
war fupplied .Monf., Bougainville with, timber 
proper for the repair of his,fhip, and an inhas 
bitant of Rio Janeiro privately-fold him anum- 
ber of planks, which he was in-great want of 3 
and; indeed, the inhabitants in general behav- 
ed. with a kindnefs and: civility, which fully 
proved the fenfe they entertained of thei inn 
priety of the Viceroy’s conduct. : 
.\Monf, Bougainville now wilde to give an 
account of the siches of Rio Janeiro, and the 
| amount 
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amount‘of the réventies: atifin to the King of 
Portugal, ‘from the mines ‘of Brafil's -thefe 
mines ' we have already given fome account of 
in the former part of this work; but as’ ‘Monf,. 
Bougainville’s account is’ very interefting, ‘and 
contains many particulars ‘there tiHcidtfeed? we 
make no doubt but the réader will approve our 
_ tracing him»with the pén of accuracy and fidelity. 
«The mines which lie neareéftt ‘tothe city of 
Rio Janeiro are not lefs-diftant’ ‘than two hunt 
dred and twenty nulées,; and are ‘called the 
General mines. Fis mot faithful majelty, having 
a fifth part of the: ptoduce of thefe mines, fel: 
dom receives lefs than one hundred andtwelvé 
arobas of gold from their annual Sek awatoee ip 
fometimes confiderably’' more. 3 + 
Theré; are’ mines) at’ Serd:frio\. Saber and 
Rio des Mortes, which are under the jurifdiction 
of the managers of thé’ general’ mines: Neat 
Sero-friois ariver,thettream Of which. being’ turn. 
ed out /ofrits!ufual channel; diamonds, topazés; 
chryfolites, and other wvaluable tones, aré found 
among the pebbles in'the-bed of the fiver’; no? 
are any diamonds brought from the Brat but 
What are found inthis ‘particular {pote I 1°’ | 
‘The: ftones:thus-found’ are deemed the pro= 
perty of the owners of the niines’; bur the Kine 
_ of Portugal hasappointed a fapee ger to whesry | 
they mutt give inan account of what\diamonds’ 
_ are found: with ithe ‘utmol exaaels) ‘'Phele 
“the: yea puts into a .cafket whith has’ three 
‘ ho SOCKS 
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locks, and is. encloted i in. iron, plates ; the Vice- 
roy keeping: one of the keys,. the Provador de 
Hazienda Reale the. fecond,..and the’ furveyor 
the third. ‘This cafket, and the keys with which 
it is locked,, are- then enclofed in a fecond 
cafket,. on, which. thefe. three. gentlemen affix 
their. feals s 3, and.this.again is. placed in a:thirds 
on. which. the Viceroy. puts his feal, and, thus 
fhips the treafure for Portugal, where-the coffers 
are opened in the prefence of his. moft faithful 
majefty, who. having felected fuch of the dia- 
monds as he. pleafes,.the owners 6f the mines. 
are paid for them, at a.rate ftipulated by a pre- 
vious agreement, , 

The number fc, Gave aeiatoyeil in fearching 
for diamonds is about eight hundred, and for 
every day’s labour of each of thefe flaves the 
King of Portugal receives a Spanifh dollar from 
the proprietors of. the. mines. yt 6 

It is extremely. dangerous for any perfon to 

| fecrete a diamond yet.the practice is very 
common, as the fmuggled goods can be fo eafily 
hidden. When a, perfon is detected:in this il- 
licit trade, if he is rich he.is fentenced te de~ 
liver up the. diamonds, pay twice: their value, 
fuffer. one. year’s imprifonment, ‘and then be 
banifhed to the coaft of Africa for life: but if 
the offender be-poor, he is i eons doomed 


‘hs " to fuffer capitally... 


In. every diftri& of - the: Btafils where gold is 
“found, a houte ; is erected, to which it aud be 
Fi obese ’ carried, 
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carried, and the King’s fhare paid, the reft ig 
fent to Rio Janeiro, where it is melted into 
wedges, and in that ftate returned to the. 
owners: thefe wedges being numbered, and 
ftamped with the King’s arms, the weight is 
marked on each wedge: the gold is locate 
affayed, and the alloy, ftamped on it, for the 
greater expedition when it comes to be coined. 

About ninety miles from Rio Janeiro is a 
place called Praybuna, where there is an office 
for the regiftering the ingots which are the pro- 
perty of private people ; and as all perfons. 
coming from the mines muft neceffarily pafs this 
place, two military officers are ftationed here, 
who have fifty men under their command, 
whofe bufinefs it is ftrictly to examine, that ne 
illicit trade is carried on; fo that every one who 
patles is obliged to fubmit to the ftriéteft fearch. 
At this place, exclufive of the tax to the King, 
men and beafts of burden are taxed witha i 
ther toll of a real and a half each, the half of 
which becomes the property of the officers and 
foldiers, and the other half goes ta his Portu- 
guele Majetty. ss 

The ingots of gold which belong to private 
people fie been regiftered at pee es are 
then carried to Rio 4 sate where the pro- 
prietors are paid their value in demi-doubloons, 
which are worth about thirty fhillings each of 
Englifh money; but there. is a profit to the 
King for alloy, and for coining thefe demi-dou- 

bloons, 
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bloons,of about'four fhillings and fix- pence on 
each, So The wintiar RioJahiel#o4s 2imolt noble 
building, adimiifably: adapted fér che ‘purpofe of 
éoining moneys Which is performed with ‘the 
Mdloattonifting’ expedition scand ehis, indeed, 
is vendéred Sneceflary,: becaute two ‘Portuguele 
Aeets a faallrrive Hearkyrat che fame tne ' that 
vaio gold is/browshe fromthe. thines, 16D 1k 
8 MPheohedt Whiclarrives ‘fiom Torti brings 
soar Gath feverab articles of food, with Beaat 
dy; wites}® aiid’ vineaars ©! ‘and! 'ithis, with) the 
- fleet’ which comes ‘from’ Libor, occafions Rio 
JARS £6 'be'a placeof very confidetable trade ; 
the effeets) on being Manded;*are’ charoed with 
a sorcanpaa igen Se letin ‘to his Portage 
Marjefty rte Koy isons wmmlud aor 
od Soon apap he ora tenn ibie ‘at Lifton in’the 
yearo155, amampoftnof two and: a half per 
| gents wader the dendmination*ef .a free eift to 
the Kinoy waselaid som iallcgoods landediat Rio 
Janeiropdo thatothe:davholes duty paid 3 isnolefs | 
than itwélve) anda yhalf oper cent: 0 Phe latter 
duty is inftantly paid on the goodsibeing brought 
on fhore, but thé officers of the Yeutfom-houfe 
awit talee fecurity | for ‘the payment se the: for- 
‘mer at! the’expiration of shalfeayedr.’ 1 1G09¢ 
Phere are ‘two ditrids,omamed Praeiait hdd 
LOnmaduothienshnes of whith’ ‘produce diamonds; 
‘bueno perfehds permiceddto eek for ‘them, 
' “that Miepienfie wae ‘not be overftocked 5 forcit 
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is evident that, to make diamonds plentiful; 
would be to render them of little value. 

His Portuguefe Majefty is at an expence of | 
about one hundred and forty-five thoufand 
pounds fterling, annually, for repairing of the 
fhips and public buildings, working the mines, 
and paving all his fervants, civil and military. 

The following account will fhew what value, 
in fterling money, arifes annually to his moft 
faithful Majefty, from the royal revenues of 
Rio de Janeiro. 


iBete 


The Kino’s fifths are generally, >) 
one year with another, about | 
one hundred and fifty Set of ot 1,52 5,000 


gold, which make, in vy Spahh 
_ dollars, | 
| T he duty on diamonds amountsto —-.240, 000 
The profit arifing from the pelbiee at 1seidbe 
of money is | | 
The duty of ten per cent. paid xo 
the cuftom houfe is 
The free gift of two and a half 
per cent. amounts to about. 


Various produces of the = 1a 


350,000 
87,000 
with the poll-tax, and monies 


3 ariling from the fale of offices 
and employments, 


225,000 


A duty | 
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DoLiars. 
pe ‘d on negro flaves, prc=) 
A duty laid g aH aioe 
Ercauces:: | 
A tenth on all the food of the 
¢ country, and the taxes on foap, 
f. 130,000 


falt and train-oil, bring in a re- 
venue of 


\ 


Total value in dollars 2,667,000 


» Pence it will appear, that the revenues arif- 
ing to the King of Portugal from Rio Janeiro 
are fomething more, annually, than four hun- 
dred and fifty thoufand pounds fterling, reck- 
oning the dollars at four fhillings and fix-pence 
cach. - | | 

Monf. Bougainville now proceeds to give an 
account of his leaving Rio Janeiro, and his fe- 
cond voyage to Montevideo; of which we thal 


ford either inftru€tion or entertainment to the 
feaner? deol a | 
On the rath of July 1767, the anchors of 
‘the Boudeufe and Etoile were weighed’; but as 
the wind abated foon afterwards, they were 
obliged again to bring to, before they could get 
eut of the harbour. They failed, however, on 


away by the violence of the wind, 


f 


| “carefully felect as many particulars as may af- 


the following day; and in the night of the 19th, 
«the main-top-fail of the Boudeufe was carried’ 


LA On 
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On board of Monf. Bougainville’s fhip was a 
profefior of aftronomy, who had made the exs - 
pedition with a view of difcovering the longi- 
tude at fea; and as an eclipfe of the fun was 
to happen on the 25th of the ‘month, great 
hopes were formed, that an opportunity would 
thereby be obtained of making the wifhed-for 
difcovery : burit happened, that thefe fanguine 
hopes were ‘all fruftrated, by the intervention 
of clouds, which-obfcured the face of the fun 
almoft during the whole time of the eclipfe. 
.,{On the morning of the 28th our adventurers 
had fight of the Caftilles, at the. diftance of 
fomething more than thirty miles, -They faw 
the entrance of a bay, which, Monf, Bougain- 
ville conjeétures to. be the fame on-the banks of 
Which the Spaniards have erected afort. The 
veflels failed into. the Rio de la Plata; and were 
within fight of the Maldonados on the 29th ; 
early in the morning of the g:f, they had a 
view of the Ife of Lobos, and_ before. night 
came to. an anchor in the Bay of Montevideo. 
The thips were no fooner anchored, than the 
Governor fent a gentleman on board. Monf, . 
Bougainville’s veflel, who acquainted him, that 
moit of the Jefuits in thofe parts had been late. 
ly itized, and their eftates confilcated, in con- 
fequence of an order received from the Cotrt 
‘of Spain: that thele devoted victims of fupe- 
rior power had {carcely miade the leaft refitt- 
ance; that they bore their misfortunes with a 
degree 
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degree of patience and calm fubmiffion that did 


them honour; and that no: lefs than forty of 


them had been taken away in the veffel which 
brought the orders for their difgrace. 

As it was neceflary that Monf. Bougainville 
fhould remain in his prefent ftation till the equi- 
nox was pafled, his firft care was to build an 
hofpital for the fick, and to take lodgings at 
Montevideo. ‘Fhis being done, he repaired to 
Buenos Ayres, in order to haften the provifioa 


of fuch neceffaries as he wanted, for which he 


/ 


was to pay the fame price as the King of Spain 
ufually gave for the fame commodities, 

Monf, Bougainville was alfo defirous of con- 
verfing with the Governor-general Don Francifco 
Buccarelli, on the behaviour of the Governor of 
Rio Janeiro ; and he foon learnt, that Don Buc 
carelli, inftead of maki ng reprifals on the Viceroy 
of the Brafils, which he could have done, very 
much to the prejudice of Portugal, had, more 
prudently, only fent a narrative of his pros 
ceedings to the Court of Spain. 

Don Buccarelli was fo obligingly ready to 
fupply Monf. Bougainville with fuch articles 


as he ftood in need of, that in lefs than three 
weeks two fmall veffels failed for Montevideo, 
with ladings of flour and bifcuit for the ufe of 


the French fhips. Monf. Bougainville alfo fail- 
ed to Montevideo, leaving an inferior officer at 


~ Buenos Ayres, to fee the remainder of their 


provifions fhipped, 


They | 
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_ They now expected to fail in a thort time, 
when an accident happened that detained them 
fome weeks beyond the intended period. A 
Spanifh regifter-fhip being at anchor, a violent 
hurricane arofe in the night, and driving her 
againft the Etoile, carried away part- BE the 
head of that veffel, and broke her bow/fprit on a 
level with the deck. 

The leaks of the Etoile being e: .-aied by 
this accident, it was abfolutely neceflary that 
fhe fhould undergo a thorough repair; but as 
there was not timber enough at Montevideo 
for this purpofe, Monf. Bouvalivitie obtained 
Don Buccarelli’s permiffion, that the might 
fail up the river, to the Encenada de. ‘Baragan, _ 
which isa little bay formed by its mouth; add 
in this bay, by the 21{t of Oober, the was 
put in a condition proper for failing, and be- 
gan to take’in the neceflary provifions. 

In the road of BAehady Monf. Bougainville 
found a frigate and feveral merchant-fhips 
which were bound for Europe, and two Spanifh 
vefiels, which having taken in a ftore of ammu- 
nition and Brovisene: were bound to Falkland’s 
lands ; and from thence to the South Seas, 
to take on board the Jefuits of Peru and Chili. 
Two Xebecks likewife lay here, one of which 
_was loaded with prefents from his moft Catholic 
Majetty, to the inhabitants of Terra del Fue- 
go, in grateful teftimony of his fenfe of their 
piven conduct towards the crew of the fhip. 

4 | Concep. 
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Conception, which was wrecked on their coalts 
about two years before. 

The inhabitants of the country on the bana 
of the Encenada de Baragan live in poor mean 
huts, which are conftruéted with rufhes, having 
a covering of leather. Thefe are built in a 
very irregular manner, on a miferably barren 
foil, and the country around them is fo poor, 
that the people find it very difficult to procure 
the neceffaries of life. 

_ From the road of Encenada de Baragan five 
fhips failed for Spain, having on board moft of 
the French families which had quitted Falkland’s 


iflands, and two hundred and fifty Jefuits. 


About this time two Spanifh regifter fhips ar- 
rived, one of them had been no lefs than feven 
months in her paflage from Europe, above fix 
weeks of which were expended in the doubling 
of Cape Horn, where the fury of the winds was 
fuch. as to carry away her rudder, and lay her 
under the neceffity of feeking fhelcer in this 
port. When fhe arrived fhe had buried no leis 


than thirty-nine of her men, and almoft all the 


reft were fo enfeebled by the fcurvy, that only 
a few of the officers, and three of the fore maft- 


men were able to do their duty towards navi- 


gating the veffel. .Monf. Bougainville, with 
the ened humanity, fent a number of his 
crew on board her, by which the was enabled 
to reach the harbour of Montevideo, | 

Mont. 
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Mont. Bougainville now proceéds to give an 
account of fig failing from: ‘Moiatevideo to the 
ifland of ‘St. Elizsbeth, which includes a uatra- 
tive ‘of what pafled on his: interview with’ the 
. Patagonians, and feveral other’ interefting ‘pars 
ticulars till he reached the iffe of St. Elizaberh: 

The Etoile failed fromthe Encenada on thé 
30th of O@ober, and the Boudeufé on the day 
FIM RIn eo! having on board provilions for ten 
months, and foon reached Montevideo, having 
loft three men in that fhort-paflage, by a boat, 
in which they were: fitting running fowl under the 
fhip at a time whén the was weating ; two other 
men who were-in the boat were with much dif- 
ficulty faved, and the boat was recovered, : 

Early inthe morning of the 14th of Novem- 
ber, 1769, they failed from Montevideo, with 
a fine gale of wind at north, being in fight of 
land till the evening. On the 16th andthe five 
following days, the fea ran high, and the wind 
was contrary, {fc that they were obliged’ to reef 
their top-fails. On the 22d the Find blew a 
perfect ftorm, which continued all the fucceédé 
ing night in’ fqualls, attended with rain; the 
Etoile made a final of diftrefs, but the violence 
of the gale hate not admit of any affiftance . 
being given them. As the waves became lefs 
mountainous, by ‘the abating of the wind if the 
morning, Monf. Bougainville hailed the Etoile, 

“to make enquiry into what damage fhe had fuf- 
tained *in the late violent form; when he learnt 
that 
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that feveral of her chain plates, and her fore-. 
top-fail-yard had been carried away, and that 
fhe had loft almoft all the cattle which had been 
purchafed at Montevideo: the Boudeufe had . 
likewife loft moft of her cattle, but had fuf- 
tained no other damage. 

The winds were at this time very uncertain, 
frequently changing during the remainder of the 
month, and the currents were fo violent, as to 
drive the veffels as far.as the forty-fifth degree 
of fouth latitude. They now concluded, that 
they were between thirty and forty degrees from 
the coaft of Patagonia; and, at length, when 
they. had foundings, with a line of forty fathom, 
they had fight of,,Cape Virgins; the jame 
land which Sir. John. Narborough and Com-. 
modore Anfon ,have diftinguifhed by the name 
of Cape Virgin Mary. | 

As Monf. Bougainville had, during a former 
voyage, difcovered. a funken rock in forty- 
eight degrees and a,half\ of fouth, latitude, he 
avoided coming too-near- the fhore till he was 
in forty-nine degrees,;-the perfon who had for- 
merly firft {een this rock, imagined it had been 
a grampus, and the fhip had failed within con+ 
fiderably lefs than a mile of it. 

“It was on the ad of December that they had 
ficht of Cape Virgins, about which time they 
made all the fail-poffible, as the wind was in 
their favour. They now faw a number of Al- 


bawolies, and ‘petrels, the laft of which Monf, 
Aa Bou- 
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Bougainville fays are a fign of bad weather; 
whenever they are feen. They alfo beheld pen= 
euins, feals, and whales in confiderable num- 
bers. He fays, that the fkins of the whale ap. 
peared to be covered with fmall worms, very 
much like thofe which are obferved to adhere 
to the bottoms of old veffels which lie rotting 
in harbour. Some white birds, not unlike 
pigeons, but of a larger fize, now perched 
on the yards of the Boudeufe. 

Soon after they had fight of Cape Virgins 
they made the land of Terra del Fuego, and 
for feveral fucceffive days, they contended 
with tempefts and contrary winds. On the 3d 
of December, the wind blowing favourable for 
a fhort time, they made their beft efforts to 
reach the entrance of the ftreights of Magellan s 
but the wind foon fell to a dead calles and. 
thick fogs clouded the whole coatt of the coun- 
try: ina few hours the breeze again {prang up, 
but, as by this time night came on, they. w were 
-ebliged to ply to.the windward, 

Early in the morning of the 4th the wind 
being favourable, they again ftood in for land, 
when hazy weather and rain preventing their 
having fight of the coaft, they were obliged, 
to keep the open fea; it cleared up, how- 
ever, in a fhorttime, when they made another 
attempt to enter the ftreight; but the wind 
changing, the fog erowing thicker,. and a ftorm 
enfuing, they were compelled to. lay to, between 

| the: 
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¢he main land, and the two fhores of Terra 
del Fuego. | 

On the 4th of December the fore-fail of the 
Boudeufe was fplit by the fury of the winds, 
and asat this time they were in no deeper water 
than twenty fathom, they determined to {cud 

under their bare poles, left they fhould run 
fowl of fome breakers which lie off Cape Vir- 
gins, to the fouth fouth-eaft. . , 

They now made other -fruitlefs attempts to 
enter the ftreight, fometimes being within fight 
of the Cape, and at other times at a confidera- 
ble diftance from it. Monf. Bougainville fays 
that the view-of this Cape, as given in Anfon’s 
voyage, is exact in every refpect. 

The night of the sth was fpent in ftanding 
off and on; and early in the morning of the 
fixth they were in fight of Cape Pofleffion, and 
likewife of Terra del Fuego. They now took 
the advantage of a welfterly tide, and tried to 
get clofe to the coaft of Patagonia. They kept 
founding all the night between the fixth and 
feventh, not failing to a greater diftance from 
the coaft than three leagues. What they had 
gained by plying to the windward, they loft by 
the oppofition of the currents, and about noon 
on the 7th were back in their former {tation.— 
What man in his fenfes, who reads accounts 

| Vike thefe, would hazard the imminent dangers » 
of fuch feas, for the honour of having made a 
, banigiia: 2° new 


180 M. ve BOUGAINVILLE’s VoyvAce 
new difcovery, or the pride of faying, that he 
had circumnavigated the globe ! i 

This day they had fight of Cape Orange, 

which forms the firft narrow pafs in the {trei¢hts. 
This narrow pafs Monf. Bougainville called 
‘goulet, which is not improperly tranflated Lut. 
Jt is rather more than forty miles from Cape 
Virgins to this firft gut, and the {treights, for 
this diftance, are of different breadths, of {el- 
dom lefs than five, or more than feven leagues. 
‘On the north coaft the land is high and heal- 
thy, and has a regular. appearance, as far-as 
Cape Pofleffion, in the bays of which there are 
feveral dangerous’ rocks, oppofite to the two 
hillocks, to which Sir John Narborough gave 
the name of the Affes Ears. 

In the afternoon, when they had reached the 
entrance of ‘the gut, though ‘the wind blew 
frefh, and all their fails were fet, the tide ran 
with fo great force, that they were driven back- 
wards, inftead of advancing in their voyage, 

In the evening the fhips’ were anchored in 
Poficflion Bay, and on the eighth, by the affift- 
ance of a ftrong breeze, they ftemmed the tide ;. 
and afterwards, by making different tacks, they 
got through the firft narrow entrance of the 
gut, with the wind right againft them, 

During the preceding night they had ob- 
ferved fires on the fhore, and this morning they 
difcovered a white flag, which the Patagonians 
had erected on a rifing ground; on which a 

: : white 
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white flag was likewile hoifted at the maft-head 


of each veffel. ‘The flag which thefe Patago-. 


nians had put up, was one given to them by the 
Commander of the Etoile, when that thip lay 
in Boucault’s Bay, in the month of June 1766, 
fo that it is pretty evident, that the people 
were the fame. Monf. Bougainville fpeaks in 
very grateful terms of the care thefe Indians 
had taken to preferve the flac. 

While the fhips were paffing the above- 
mentioned gut, a number of men, clothed in 


“the fkins of beafts, were obferved on Terra del 


Fuego, who ran along the fhore with their ut- 
moft expedition, in order to keep pace with the 
veffels: they likewife frequently beckoned with 


“their hands, as if they wifhed our voyagers 
to land. “The Spaniards fay, t that the inha- 


bitants of that part of Terra del Fuego, are 


lefs favace in their manners than moft other 


native Indians. When Monf. Bougainville 
failed from Rio de la Plata, a Spanifh fhip was 


on the point of failine thence, to convey forme 


' Priefts, to inftruct thete’ ‘people in the doctrines 
"of Chriftianity. 


The fhips’having come to an anchor in the 
afternoon, in Boucault’s Bay, feveral officers 
from each veffel, having fire- arms with them, 
embarked in boats, and went afhore at the bot- 
tom of the bay. The common failors were or- 


dered to remain in the boats, and to keep them 
afloat: t the centlemen were no fooner landed, 


than 
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than half a dozen of the natives came riding 
up to them, on the full fpeed. When they 
were advanced within fifty yards of the French, 
they difmounted, and came forward, pronounc- 
ing the word Shawa, Having come up quite 
clofe, they held out their arms, and laid them 
on thofe of the officers, whom they fhook 
hands with, and embraced, repeatedly faying 
Shawa, which word was repeated by Monf. 
Bougainville and his officers. 

An Englifhman, on reading the above paf- 
fage, may be allowed to make a remark on the 
fingular politenefs of thefe favages, manifefted 
by the circumftance of embracing ; but he will 
not pay fo vile a compliment to the delicacy of 
the uninftruéted Patagonian, as to fuppofe, that 
he made the firft advance towards a falute: on 
the contrary, it is but a piece of juftice due to 


the fuperior good-breeding of the French, to 


conclude, that they taught the favages that 
worft rudiment of all politenefs, that moft fil- 
thy deviation from al] decent and manly behavi- 
our, the fhocking cuftom of men kiffing each 
other! An Englifhman of virtuous principles 
and refined ideas, would fcorn to kifs his own 
fon, whom he had not feen for a twelvemonth, 
it the boy but approached to his teens: no! 
let the manly fhake of the hand, and the gene- 
rous effufion of the heart from the lips, be the 
only expreffions of affection, duty or - polite- 


-hefs, between man and man. Let our embraces 
be 
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be referved for thofe amiable creatures, to 
whom God and Nature have taught us they 
are due. 

The Patagonians appeared to be much pleaf- 
ed with the company of their new friends ; but 
it was obferved, thatfome of them had a mix- 
ture of fear imprinted on their countenances : 
this, however, was foon removed by the hofpi- 
tality of the officers, who fent to the boats for 
bread and cakes, which were as readily devour- 
ed as they were chearfully given. More of the 
Indians foon approached, among whom were 
fome children. They exprefled no kind of 
furprife at the fight of their vifitants, and feem- 
ed not to be unacquainted with the. ufe of fire- 
arms, as appeared by their making a noife 
which refembled the report of a gun, The 
good nature of thefe people was expreffed in all 


their actions: fome of the French gentlemen 


being engaged in collecting plants, the Patago- 
nians no fooner faw what kinds they collected, 
than they immediately began to pull up and 
bring the fame forts. One of them fecing an 
officer engaged in this employment, went to 


him, and pointing to his’ eye, which had re- 


ceived an injury, intimated his wifh, that fome 
herb might be fhewn him, the virtues of which 
would cure the diforder: and this was deemed 
to be aconclufive proof, that they had an idea 
ef the medicinal virtues of herbs. 


Mont. 
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Monf. Bougainville received. from thefe Pas 
tagonians a number of fkins of the Suanacoe 


and other beafts, in exchange for a few trinkets, 
on which they icemed to fet a great value. 
Some of the gentlemen having red cloaths on, 
the natives advanced, and ftroked them with 
their hands, feeming highly delighted with 
every thing of that colour; they alfo made 
fiens for fome tobacco, and as often as any thing 
was given them, they cried out awa, in a 
very loud and difagreeable tone. 

A fmall quantity of brandy being given to 
each of the Patagonians, they bai no fooner 
drank it, than they ftruck their. hands repeat- 
edly againit their throats, and blew with their 
mouths, io as to produce a kind of trembling 
found, at the conclufion of which they hada 
fincular quivering of the lips. 

The evening now advanced, and the gentle-. 
men prepared to return to their fhips, which 
was no fooner obferved by the Indians, than 
their uneafinefs was exprefied in their counte- 
nances, and they intimated, by fiens, that they 
wilhed them to remain longer, as they expected 
more of their brethren. The French, on the 
contrary, made figns that they would come 
again the next day, and bring fuch articles as 
the natives had: requefted of them. 

Mont. Bougainville and his party now walked 
towards their boats, accompanied by the In- 
dians, one of whom fung.fongs till they reach- 


ed 
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ed the coaft, and feveralof them went into the 
water as far as where the boats lay, where they 
~feized on all the articles they could put their 
~ hands on ; but when they faw they were obfery- 
ed, they made no {fcruple to return them. 

As the boats were rowing off, many more 
Patagonians were obferved galloping down to 
their countrymen; and the crews of the boats 
now cried out Shawa, fo loud that the people 
on fhore could not fail to hear them. 


Monf. Bougainville fays, that thefe fades 


were the fame which were feen by the crew of 
the Etoile, in the year 1765, for one of the 
feamen recollected a perfon among them whom 


he had before feen. Thefe people are well 


made, and appear to be about the height def- 
cribed by other voyagers. Our author fays, 
that it is the thicknefs of their limbs, the 
largenefs of their heads, and the extraordinary 
breadth of their fhoulders, that make them 
appear to be of a gigantic race. 

The colour of the Patagonians is brown, as 
is that of all the native Americans, in whatever 
climate they are born. Their mufcles are 
ftrong, and their nerves well braced; and as 
their food abounds in juices proper for the 
nourifhment of the human frame, it is no won- 
der that they arrive at their full growth. Their 
-eyes are fparkling, their teeth extremely white, 
and their faces round, but rather flat ; and many 
of themare very comely men. Some of them 
Bob have 
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have whifkers, which grow long, but are very 
thin; and they all tie their hair, which is long 
and black, onthe top of the head; the cheeks 
of fome of them are painted red. Their lan- 
guage has an agreeable and melodious found. 
Our voyagers did not fee any of the Patago- 
nian women; though it was conjectured, that 
the men intended to have brought them from 
a kind of camp, which appeared to be about 
three miles diftant. 

Thefe people wear a piece of leather round the 
wailt, and a kind of cloak made of fkins, which 
defcends tothe bottom of the leg, andis girtround 
the body ; the part which would otherwife cover 
the fhoulders, 1s permitted to fall back, fo that 
the greater’ part of the body is left naked, 
though the climate is fo cold as, apparently, to 
require more covering than the whole which 
they wear; but cuftom will harden the human 
frame, fo as to defy the rigour of the moft in- 
clement feafons. | 

Tt was in the fummer when Monf. Batianine 
ville was on the coaft of Patagonia, yet, he 
fays, there was only a fingle day on which the 
thermometer was obferved to rife to ten degrees 
higher than the freezing point. | 

The reft of the drefs of the Patagonians con- 
Gifted of a fort of half-boots, made of the fkin 
of the hore, and left open at the back part of 
the leg. A few of them wore on the thigh a 
ring made of copper, two inches in breadth ; 

and 
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and the necks of two very young men: were 
adorned with beads. 

Some {mall knives, of the manufacture of 
England, were feen in their poffeffion ; which 
our author very properly concludes were the 
gift of Commodore Byron; and their only 
arms confifted of a twilted out, in the two ends 
of which were enclofed a round pebble; and 
weapons of that kind, he fays, ate ufed in all 
that part of the American continent. 

Their horfes are very poor, and of a fmall 
fize; and the faddles and bridles were fuch as 
are ufed by the natives of Rio de Ja Plata. 
One of thefe people was obferved to have gilt 
nails on his faddle, ftirrups made of wood, 
enclofed with copper, a bridle made of leather, 
twifted, and a compleat Spanifh harnels. 

Their food confifts chiefly of guanacoes and 
vicunnas, and they eat both the flefh and mar- 


row of thofe animals. They devour this meat. 


raw, with great avidity, and carry it with them 
on their horfes. Frefh water being very fcarce 
in this country, the horfes drink the fea-water, 


as do likewife their dogs, which are both {mall 
and ugly. | Bol Ki, 


It was obferved, that fome of them pro- - 


nounced capitan, chico, bueno, and other “pa- 
nifh words. Monf. Bougainville concludes, 
that the Patagonians lead the fame kind of life 
as the ‘Tartars, as they are always on horfeback, 
traverfing immenfe plains, in purfuit of wild 
3 Bb 2 beatfts 
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beafts apd game; and he imagines that they 
alfo, like the Tartars, plunder the cafavans of 


travellers ; but this remark feems equally cruel » 


and unjuft, from his own account of the fin- 
gular friendfhip and kindnefs with which they 
treated himfelf and his fellow-voyagers. Our 
author concludes this part of his narrative by 
faying, that he has “ fince found a nation in 
the fouth pacific ocean, which is taller than the 
Patagonians.” 

Monf. Bougainville tells us, that the foil of 
this country is extremely dry, and very much 
like that of Falkland’s iflands: the coatt, like- 
wife, exhibits, the fame kind of fea-weeds, 
and fhells of fimilar forts are ftrewed upon the 


beach. The country produces fhrubs, but af- | 


fords no woods for fhelter. 
On the gth of December, 1767, all the fails 


‘of the veffels were fet, to make head againft 


the fury of the tide; but they were obliged 


again to come to an anchor, after failing only | 


three miles. During two whole days the wea- 
ther was fo tempeftuous, that not a boat could 
put off from the fhips, which was a mortifying 
circumftance, as great numbers of the Pata- 
eonians were by this time got together, on the 
{pot where they had converfed with the officers, 
who were concerned that they were not able to 
Keep their promife with thefe friendly people, 
whofe little wants might have been eafily fup- 
plied. Itappeared, by the help of glaffes, that 

| I they 


> 
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they had built feveral huts on the fhore, and it 
was obferved, that fome of them were conftantly 
galloping backwards and forwards from this 
place to a {pot, where it was fuppofed the main 
body of them lay. 

Early on the morning of the rath the Bou- 
deufe loft an anchor, by the parting of the 


cable; foon after which they fet all their fails, — 


and by the affiftance of the ebb-tide, anda fa- 
‘vourable wind, they got through the fecond 


gut in the afternoon, and anchored on the 
north-fide of the ifle of Elizabeth. 


As they were detained here two days, by 


tempeftuous weather, and contrary windss 
Monf. Bougainville refolved to land on the ifle 
of Elizabeth, where he met with a few buftards, 
that were at this time hatching their eggs, but 
thefe birds were fo intimidated at the fight of 
our adventurers, that they could not approach 
“near enough to have even a fingle fhot at them. 
The ifland produces no wood, but only a kind 
of heath, which might fupply its place as fuel 
for the fre.. The water of this place is brack- 
ifh, and the foil extremely dry. Several places 
were likewife obferved, which had been martfhes, 
but had become dry, and the ground on fome 
parts of them were covered with a thin cruft of 
fale. It was evident that this ifland was occa- 
fionally vifited by the Indians, as the fhells of 


 fome fith they had eaten were found, near 
: where 
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where a dead dog was lying, and where it was 
plain that fires had been made, 

Our adventurers were now on the point of 
entering that part of the ftreights of Magellan 
which abounds in woods, and the principal dif- 
ficulties were already overcome. 

On the afternoon of the 30th the anchors 
were weighed, and they failed, with a violent 
wind, in a channel between the iflands of St. 
Barthelemi and Lions, and that of Elizabeth. 
‘They were now obliged to coaft the laft named 
ifland, to fteer clear of a number of breakers, 
with which the other iflands are encompaffed. 
Having failed beyond Cape Noir, they obfery- 
ed that the country had a pleafant appearance, 
being almoft every where covered with woods, 
which afforded a moft delightful profpe& to 
the eye. 

In the evening the weather became fuddenly 
calm and pleafant, fo that Monf. Bougainville 
pleafed himfelf with the hope of being able to 
double Cape Round before the morning; but 
in this climate the moft flattering appearances 
are by no means to be relied on; a truth that 
was fully evinced in the prefent inftance: for 
foon after twelve at night the wind fuddenly 
fhifted, and blew moft violently, bringing with 
it florms of hail, and deluges of rain, while a 
fog, apparently impenetrable, covered the whole 


_ coatt, 
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The main-fail of the Boudeufe being fplit by 


this ftorm, they endeavoured to make Port 


Famine, where they hoped to be fheltered from | 


the tempeft; but this attempt was fruitlefs ; 
for the violence of the current was fuch, that 
they loft nine miles in as many hours, and 


were hurried with amazing rapidity into 


a large 


bay, formed by part of the coait of Terra del 
Buego, which Monf. Bougainville called Bay 
Duelos, from the name of the officer who was 
next in command under the Commodore of the 
expedition, and whofe knowledge and expe- 


rience are mentioned as circumitances 
advantageous to the enterprize. 

This Bay is defcribed as being very 
nient for fhips to anchor in, on account 
wefterly winds blowing over the coait. 


highly 


conve- 
of the 
‘Two 


fmall rivers difcharge their ftreams into the 
bay, the water of which is excellent at about a 
quarter of a mile from the fea coaft, though 
nearer than that diftance it is impregnated with 
faline particles. The landing-place is a fandy 
beach, above which a pleafant meadow f{tretches 
itfelf to a confiderable diftance. Behind this 


meadow the woods raife their lofty heads, and 
form a kind of amphitheatre. Our adventurers 


traverfed a confiderable tract of the country, 


without meeting with any living animal, 


\ 
“— r 
excepe 


avery few parroquets, buftards, ducks» tealss 


and two or three {nipes. 


Several 
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Several huts were feen at the mouth of a 
river, which had been conftruéted by twifting 
branches of trees into the form of an oven. 
In thefe huts were found large numbers of lim- 
pets, muifcles, and- eofened fhells; and the 
_ huts themfelves appeared to have been recently 
made, Our adventurers going fome miles. up 
the river, obferved the track of human crea- . 
tures, and remarked, that the flood came from 
the eaft at the rifing of the tide, which they 
had not before obferved in any other part of the 
ftreights. 

The feamen were now engaged in cutting 
wood till the 16th, when the vefféls failed with 
a favourable wind, and paffed Point St. Anne, 
which covers Port Famine, a bay fo called, on 
account of the difaftrous fate of the colony 
formerly eftablifhed on its borders by the too 
adventrous Spaniards. 

Monf. Bougainville obferves, that the thores 
of this country are covered with wood, and are 
remarkably fteep: thofe of Terra del Fuego, 
he fays, are horrible to behold; and that 
** mountains there ate covered ile a blueifh 
fhow as old as the creation :’—Thefe are his 
own words ; but with all fubmiffion to the 
learning and penetration — of our ingenious 
voyager, we cannot conceive by. what kind of 
intuition, he came to know that the {now had 
lain on thefe mountains more than five thoufand 
years ; or even that it had not fallen within 
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five days of the time he faw'it. It is no breach 
of Chriftian charity to obferve, that thefe French- 
men:are as finifhed coxcombs in their writings, 
as they are in every part of their drefs and be- 
haviour. It is hoped that Englifhmen will be 
cautious how they imitate them in either parti- 
cular. 

There are four bays proper for the anchoring 
of veffcls, between Cape Forward and Cape 
' Round; and two of thefe bays are feparated, | 
by a Cape of a moft fingular kind, which con- 
fifts of petrified fhells, laying horizontally, and 
rifing more than fifty yards above the level of 
the fea. Monf. Bougainville took foundings 
at the foot of this Cape, but a line of an hun- 
dred fathom would not reach the bottom. ~« 

As the fhips were now becalmed for two 
hours, our Commodore took this opportunity 
of taking the foundings near, and the bearings 
of Cape Forward, which he mentions as the 
/ moft foutherly point of land, on the continent, 
| in the known world, and he fixes its latitude 
at fifty-four degrees, five minutes, and forty- 
five feconds, fouth. Its furface confifts of two 
| hills, fomething more than two miles in ex- 
| tent, one of which is confiderably higher than 
| the other. The tops of thefe hills are covered 
with fnow, which gradually melting by the 
warmth of the fun, fupply with perpetual 
moifture the roots of trees which are fixed in 
| the crevices of the rock. 
| Lic Monk, 
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Monf. Bougainville and his party landed on 


a fmall rock, which barely afforded room for 
four perfons to ftand on, and here they hoifted 
the colours of the boat, and repeatedly fhouted: 
Vive le Roi. Our author mentions it with an’ 


air of triumph, that-thefe rocks now refounded 
for ihe jirft time, with this compliment to the 


orand Monarche. A ftrikine inftance of the 
o > 


ey by which the French nation is diftin- 
euifhed 

Flaving returned to the fhip, and the wind 
coming about favourable, Monf. Bougainville 
failed in fearch of a harbour, which received 
the name of French Bay, where he refolved to 
take in a quantity of wood and water, as a fup- 
ply during their voyage acrofs the oreat South- 


Sea. In confequence of this refolution all the ~ 


boats were inftantly hoifted out, with a view to 
begin this neceflary bufinefs the next morning. _ 
The night proving exceflively ftormy and: 


tempefiuous, it was pafled in fears and appre- 


henfions which baffle all defcription. 


Early in the morning a boat was fent out to 
found the mouth of a river which had been. 


previoufly denominated Gennes’ River, from the 


name of a gentleman who was a partakerin the 


dangers and hardthips of this expedition. Ag 
‘3t was low water when the boat reached the 
fhore, her crew could not land without running’ 
her a-ground .on a fand ; and it was weidede: 
that the larger boats could only make the thore 
at 
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at high water, fo that their wood and water 
could be brought on board only once a day. 

Forthefe reafons Monf, Bougainville determined 
to anchor in a fmall bay about three miles dif- 
‘tant, called after his own name, where he had, 

in the year 1765, taken in a loading of wood 
for Falkland’s iflands. 

Bougainville bay, to which they now failed, 
is furrounded by high mountains, which fecure 
it from the winds blowing from every point of | 
the compafs, fo that the furface of the water i 
is unruffled even by a fingle breeze. i 
| Having caft their anchors in this bay, and 
made faft the veffels by means of hawiers tied 
to fome trees on the coaft, they landed, and | 
found two Indian huts, conftructed of the bran- _ 1. 
ches of trees; but they did not appear to have i 
been lately inhabited. Inthe year 1765 Monf. 
Bougainville had caufed a hut of bark to be 
erected on this fpot, in which he left fome trifles, t 
by way of prefent to fuch of the natives as i 


might happen to wander that way; on this hut 
he:had put up a white flag; but both the pre- 
fents and the flag had been taken away, and ] 
the hut levelled with the ground. | 
ie On ‘the morning of the 18th of December a i 
| kind of camp was formed on fhore, by way of 
guarding the effects which were landed, ‘and. 
protecting the men who were to be employed 

in taking in wood and water. Small ponds 

were now dug, for the accommodation of thofe 
Mo E02 deftined 
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~ deftined to wafh the linen, and the water cafks 


were fent an fhore to be repaired. The crew of 
the Eagle having, in 1905, cut down many 
more trees than were wanted for that veffel, 
the labour of this tafk was faved to our prefent 
adventurers, who were likewife happy in finding - 
roads ready made through the woods, for the 
convenience of Brintvini down the timber to the 
fea-fhore. At this place the remainder of the 
month was fpent in the neceflary employment 
above-mentioned, and in repairing the fhips, 
particularly the Etoile, which had fo large a_ 


Jeak in her ftem, that moft of the ha siedle on 


board her were. fatigued beyond expreffion, by 
ftanding at the pumps, alternately, ees and 
day. 

The aftronomer, Monf. Verron, now landed 
on a little ifland, which was denominated rhe 
ifle of Obfervatory, from its being a place ad- 
mirably calculated for the making aftronomical 
obfervations; but his labours» were fruitlefs, 
owing to the cloudinefs of the weather, which — 
is almoft perpetual in this country. At fome 
periods, however, the fun appeared free from 
clouds, and melted a part of the fnow which 
had lodged on the mountains of the main land, 
Whenever this’ fine’ weather happened, the 


prince of Naffau, attended by Monf. de Com- 


mercon, a celebrated botanift, went in fearch of 

lants and herbs, and they were very fuccefsful 
in their refearches : but the gentlemen who en; 
deavoured 
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deavoured to fifh, or to hunt for animals, met 
with no fuch good fortune, for they never catch- 
ed even a fingle fifh, nor ever faw any quadru- 
ped but one fox, which was killed by the party 
employed i in collecting the ftores, 

Monf. Bougainville having formed a refolu- 
tion of taking a furvey of the coafts of the 
main land, and likewife of thofe of Terra del 
Fuego, he embarked in his boat, early in the 
amorning of the 22d, accompanied by two gen- 
tlemen, who propofed to fail with him as far 
as Cape Holland. The weather was calm and 
ferene at their firft fetting out; but the wind 
foon varied to different points of the compafs, 
and blew a hurricane, which obliged our ad- 
venturers to take fhelter inthe mouth of a {mall 
river. Having gained the defired port, they 
waited in the hope that the ftorm would abate, 
till they were almoft benumbed with the cold, 
and wet to the {kin with the rain ; they therefore 
landed, and cutting down fome branches of 
trees, erected a kind of hut, in order to fhelter 
them during the night. ‘* Thefe huts (fays 
‘© Monf? Bougainville) ferve as palaces to the 
$6 natives’ of thefe climates; but we had not 
s* yet learnt their cuftom of living in them.” 

It continued to rain inceffantly, and was at 
the fame timefo cold, thatthe gentlemen found 
their prefent fituation untenable ; they therefore 
‘fheltered themfelves as well as they could under 
thet {ail of the boat, andkept up a large fire all 
night, 
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night, which was tempeftuous in a very high 
degree. In the morning they haftened to their 
boat, and returned to the fhip, happy, by that 
means, to avoid the effects of the growing tem- 
peft, which foon: became fo violent, that it 
would have prevented their returning at all. 
For two days after this it fnowed continually, 
fo that the mountains were covered, notwith- 
{landing it was now midfummer, and the fun 
appeared almoft eighteen hours in the four and 
twenty. 

When the florm had fubfided, Monf. Bou- 
gainville formed the refolution of going on a 
fecond expedition, which he flattered himfelf 


would be attended with more fuccefs. Accord- 


ingly, early in the morning of the 27th (the 
barge of the Etoile, and the long-boat of the 
Boudeufe, having been armed with fwivel guns 
and mufkets) our adventurers embarked with 
the prince of Naflau, and two other gentle- 
men, and failed for the coaft of Tetra del Fue 
go, where they arrived in.about fx hours; and 
finding a number of huts, which the natives 
had left in a delightful wood on the fea-coaft, 
they there fat down, and made a moft agreeas 


ble repait. 


After dinner they coafted the country for a 
confiderable time, and then croffed an inlet, 
which Monf. Bougainville conjectures to be a 
fireight which leads to the fea, at no great dif 
tance from Cape Horn. This conjecture is 
ahi founded 


founded partly on the width of the inlet, which 
ig not lefs than fix miles, and parily on the ob- 


ferving a prodigious number of whales in that. 


‘part of the fea. 
When our adventurers had almoft reached 


the oppofite fide of the inlet, they faw a num- 


ber of fires on the coaft, and foon afterwards 
difcovered feveral of the inhabitants on the point 
of abay. ‘Towards this place they immediately 
fteered; and they had no fooner landed, than 
Monf. Bougainville recoliected, that thefe Indians 
were the fame people whom he had feen on his 
former voyage in the ftreights, and whom he 
had then diftinguifhed by the name of Pecherais, 
becaufe thefe favages were perpetually making 
ufe of that word, in the fame manner as the 
Patagonians did-that of Shawa. 

The number of the Pecherais that had thug 
affembled was about forty, of both fexes, and 
all ages, and they had feveral canoes in an ad- 
jacent creek. As the evening advanced, Monf, 
Bougainville could not flay long with his old 
acquaintance, but left them, in order to reach 
an inlet, where he propofed to {pend the night; 
but as the time would not permit the accom- 
plifhing his wifh, he landed on the banks of a 
river, and having caufed ‘tents to be made of 
the fails of the boats, and a large fire to be 
made, the party fpent the night in perfect fafe- 
ty, and much'totheir fatisfaction, — | 
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On the following day it was found that the 
inlet above-mentioned was an excellent port, 
wherein fhips might be fheltered againft every 
dangerous wind; and in which the ground is 
admirably calculated to afford the beft and 
fafeft anchorage. From the elegance and con- 
venience of this bay and port it received the 
name of Beaubafin [the beautiful harbour.) 
Monf. Bougainville mentions this place as 
equally convenient for the careening of fhips, 
and for the taking in wood and water. 

That no neceffary information refpeCting fo 
commodious a harbour might be loft, the Com- 
modore left Monf. Bournard there, to take the 
moft exact account of every thing that might 
be thought worthy of notice, and he was then 
to return, in the long-boat, to the fhips. In 
the mean time Monf. Bougainville anda part 
of his company embarked in the barge, and 
rowing to the weftward, difcovered an ifland, 
on the coait of which feveral of the natives 
were employed in fifhing. Before the evening — 
our voyagers arrived at a bay, which received 
the name of de Ja Cormorandiere; from a rock 
which appeared at about a mile diftant ftom it. 

Early in the morning of the 29th Monf, Bou- 
gainville departed from this bay, and failed be- 
tween two iflands, to which he gave the name 
of the two Sifers, they are fituated about 
nine miles from Cape Forward. Soon after 
this they difcovered a mountain, of a conical 
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trees are of the fame kind as thofe which the 


clothe dwith perpetual fnow. 
ville fearched in this place to find the traces of 
inhabitants, but he did not fucceed ; and he is 
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form, which they called the Sugar Loaf; and, 
in the courfe of the day they arrived-at a com- 


‘modious bay, at the bottom of it there is a 


moft excellent port, into which falls a very fin- 


_ gular cafcade. For thefe reafons the place re- | 


ceived the name of the Bay and Port of the Caj- 
cade. tis reprefented as a place highly proper 


for taking in wood and water, and very fafe to- 
anchor 1n. | 


The ftream of a {mall river which feeks its 
way between a number of lofty hills, forms this 
water-fall, which defcends perpendicularly down 
the fide of the rock above a hundred yards. 
Monf. Bougainville went to the top of the caf- 
cade, and made his remarks on the appearance 
of the adjacent,country, in fome parts of which 
there are fmall plains which produce a kind of 
fpungy mofs, and in others the sround is co- 
The plants and 


coaft of Patagonia produces ; and the whole face 


of the ‘country has much the appearance of 


Falkland’s iflands, except the want of trees at 
the latter place. On the whole, our author 


fays, that all that part of Terra del Fuego, from 
‘the prefent fpot, to that which lies oppofite 


Elizabeth ifland, confifts only of large and 
yoUntainous iflands, the f{ummits of which are 
Monf, Bougain- 
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of opinion, that the natives of Terra del Fuego 
feldom, if ever, depart from the fea-fhores, be- 
caufe on thofe they obtain the neceffaries of life. 

Our adventurers remained at Port Cafcade, 
during the night of the 29th, which was ren- 
dered highly difagreeable by inceflant rain, and 
intenfe cold; and on the morning of the fol- 
lowing cay they croffed the ftreight with a boif- 
terous wind anda rough fea, which rendered 
the navigation dangerous to fo fmall a vefiel. 
The rain kept pouring down almoft the 
whole of this day, which was employed 
viewing the coaft, and making fuch remarks 
as may be ufetul to future navigators: Our 
voyagers had now a very narrow efcape with 
their lives, the boat having been nearly overfet 
in crofling a bay, owing to a miftake of the 
ficeriman in the management of the helm. At 
length, however, they got fafe on board the 
Boudeufe, and as the commanding officer, 
during Monf. Bougainville’s abfence, had fhip- 
ped every thing that was neceflary, preparations 
were immediately made for failing. 

They departed from Bougainville Bay i in she 
afternoon of the 31ft of December, 1767, and: 
in the evening came to an anchor in the road 
of Port Galant, which is firuated at the bottom 


of Fortefeue Bay, where they were detained 
_no Jefs than three weeks, by fuch bad weather, 


as the inhabitants of thefe milder climes cannot 
form an adequate idea of, 


On 
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On the firft of January, 1768, Monf. Bou- 


-gainville difpatched a party in a boat, to make 


remarks on the coaft, as far as Elizabeth Bay ; 
and to take a view of the numerous iflands 
with which this part of the ftreights of Ma- 
gellan abounds. Two of thefe iflands, to 
which Sir John Narborough formerly gave 
the names of Charles and Monmouth, were dif- 
tingly feen from the place where the fhips lay 
at anchor; but thofe which he has denominated 


the Royal Ifles, and Rupert Ifland, were at to 


preat a diftance to be viewed from Monf. Bou- 
gainville’s prefent ftation. 


-- Notwithftanding the feverity of the weather, 


and the almoft inceffant rains, the crew which 
had been fent out landed on different places, at 
one of which it was evident, that fome Englith 


fhips had lately touched ; for on feveral trees , 


they faw initial letters, and even whole names, 


‘cut in the wood: they alfo faw many fpice- 
Yaurel-trees, the bark of which had been lately 


‘taken off, with other plain indications who they 
‘were that had vifited the fpot, but what put 
the matter beyond all doubt, were the words, 
‘Chatham, March, 1766, which were very: legi- 


ble on a piece of wood, of that kind which is | 
frequently affixed to pieces of cloth in the. 


yoyal marine warehoufes of Great Britain. 
The aftronomer, Monf. Verron, in the mean 
time, had his aftronomical inftruments convey- 


ed to a peninfula, by which the harbour is. 
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formed, in order to make obfervations, for af. 
certaining the bearing and diftances of Pparticu- 
lar capes: but the refult of his obfervations 
would afford neither inftruction nor entertain- 
ment to any but the mere nautical reader; 
nor would they be of the leaft ufe even to him, 
unlefs he was bound on a voyage to the South 
Seas, through the ftreights of Magellan. 

The weather was fo exquifitely {evere on the 
fourth and fifth of January, that no pen can 
defcribe it, nor any imagination conceive an 
idea of it. A violent ftorm of wind was at- 
tended with inceffant rain or fnow, and the 
keeneft biting coldnefs in the air. Monf Bou- 
gainville informs us that, during this fevere 
weather, he fent out a boat to fearch for a conve- 
nient anchoring-place on the coaft of Terra del 
Fuego, and an excellent one was found to the 
fouth-weft of Charles and Monmouth iflands. 

On the 6th the weather was more moderate 
than it had been for fome days pait. In the 
morning of this day four {mall boats, with In- 
dians on board them, were obferved at the 
point of Cape Galant, one of which advanced 
towards Monf. Bougainville’s fhip, while the 
reft rowed towards the bottom of the bay. In 
the boat which approached the Boudeufe were 
aman, his wife, and two children, the former 
of whom went on board, without the leaft ap- 
parent fign of fear, leaving the woman and 
children in the boat, Soon. after this man had 
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gone on board, two Indians from the other 
boats followed his example, bringing their 
children with them. He 

Thefe people feemed not to exprefs the leaft 
furprize either at the ftruéture of the fhip, or 
at any thing they faw on board her, which our 
author deems a proof that, “ in order to be 
capable of being furprized at the work of art, 
one muft have fome fundamental ideas of it.”— 
There may be fome truth in this obfervation ; 
but we cannot help refolving the apparent want 
of curiofity in thefe favages into another, and a 
very different caufe ; namely, their having feen 
the Englifh, or other vefiels, which had vifited 
the ftreights of Magellan. 

The Comments. prevailed on thefe people 
to dance and fing, and treated them with a kind 
of concert of mufic. He likewife gave them 
bread, and different kinds of meat, all of which 
they devoured with avidity, feeming equally 
pleafed with every thing that was given them, 
and with every occurrence that paffed; nor 
could they be perfuaded to quit the fhip, till 
feveral pieces of falt meat had been put into 
their boats. 

Our author calls thefe happy Indians “ trou- 
“< blefome and difgufting guefts.” —One would 
wonder on what authority he has adopted thefe 
epithets, or how the company of the /avages, 
as he calls them, could be troublefome or dif- 
gufting, when they fang and danced, only on 
i being 
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being afked to do fo; received with gratitude 
whatever was given them, and applied it to the 
purpofe for which it was given.—Monf. 
Bougainville calls them ‘ unpolifhed men;” 
as if the frippery complaifance of the court of 
Verfailles could have been expected from thefe 
honeft tenants of the woods; whofe inftrutots 
are plain fenfe and nature, and whofe God is 
the God of the Europeans.—In a word, our 
author writes with an affected confcioufnefs of 
fuperiority, and in the pert reftleffhefs of ftile, 
that is almoft peculiar to the French novelift 
who would be thought a philofopher. 

The people are clothed with feal-fkins, which 
are by far too {mall'to cover the whole of the 
body; and with thefe fkins they make the fails 
of their boats, and the coverings of their huts. 
They are likewife poffeffed of a few of the 
fkins of the guanacoe, but our author doés 
not mention to what ule they apply them; 
though it fhould feem probable that ey. form’ 
a part of their clothing. 

Monf. Bougainville hEseiiae thefe Indians as 
thin, fhort, and ugly; and that a moft offen- 
five {mell is the confequence of keeping them 
company. The women are ftill more difagtee. 
able than the men, who do not appear by any 
means fond of them. It is the duty of the fe- 
males to fteer the boats, and to repair any da- 
mage that may happen to them; and they are 


often obliged to fwim after them through the 
fea- 
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fea-weeds; nor are even women who have fuck- 
ing children excufed this duty: the child is cars 
ried on the mother’s back, enclofed in the feal- 
{kin that forms her drefs. When the women 
are on fhore their bufinels is to collect fhells and 
wood; nor do the men even fhare with them 
in this employment, 

The boats are conftructed of the bark of trees, 
faftened together with rufhes, and the feams are 
caulked with mofs. A fire is conftantly kept, 
in the middle of the boat, on a heap of fand, 
which is placed to prevent the burning of the 
veflel. ‘Their arms confift of bows and arrows 
formed of the branches of the berberry butfh, 
which grows plentifully in thefe parts. The 
arrows are pointed with fharp ftones, and the 
{tring of the bow is made of the gut of fome 
animal; but they ufe not thefe weapons againft 
an enemy; they are deftined only for the def- 
truction of birds, or other animals proper for 
the fuppert of life. 

Monf. Bougainville fays, that thefe Indians 
ufe a kind of harpoon, for the purpofe of 
ftriking fith, which is made of bones, it is about 
twelve inches in length, pointed at the end, and 
indented on one of its fides. 

The principal fubfiftence of thefe people is 
fih; but it is fuppofed that they fometimes 
catch game, as they have dogs of the {porting 
kind, and fpringes, or ncofes, adapted for the 
fmaring of quadrupeds. The teeth of all the 

natives 
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natives are very bad, which our author attributes 
to their eating fifh when boiling hor, though 
they do not half boil it before itis fo eaten. 
They live in huts which have no partition of 
rooms, in the middle of which a fire js lighted. 
that ferves the whole family. 

The difpofition of thefe people is of the amias 


‘ble kind; but their extreme good-nature bor- 


ders on weaknefs; they believe in evil genil, 
and have priefts and phyficians, whom they fup- 
pole capable of deprecating the vengeance of 
their aerial enemies. Monf. Bougainville ob- 


ferves, that thefe Pecherais have the feweft con- 


veniences of life of any people he has ever 
known, yet they they do not repine at their fitua- 
tion, but appear to be contented with the lot 
which providence hath affigned them; tho’ they 
live in the moft inclement climate hitherto dif 
covered in the habitable globe. Exclufive of 
the other peculiarities of their fate, they are 
fewer in number than any other known race of 
men; yet this little fociety, cut off as it ig 
from all intercourfe with the reft of mankind, 
is not totally free from the vices common to 
larger ftates, as a conteft for dominion exifts 
even among them, and the more powerful are 
perpetually labouring to diftrefs the weaker, 
Thus it is with the poor Pecherais, as with every 
other community in the univerfe, that thofe who 
cannot make head againtt tyranny, mutt fubmit 
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to the arbitrary command, the fre voleo, fit jue 
beo of the tyrant. 

The inclemency of the weather, during the 
»th and 8th of the month, was fuch, that the 
crews of the fhips could not venture on fhore; 
and though it was even now the fummer- time, 
the adjacent country was cavered with fnow, 
which alfo laid on the fhip to the depth of fe= 
veral inches. | , 

On the ninth the Indians, who had previoully 
painted their bodies with red and white ftreaks, 
advanced towards the fhips; but fecing the 
boats go off towards their habitations, ali of 
them, except one, followed the fhips boats, 
and that went on board the Etoile, where the 
remained but a little while, and then. followed 
the others. . 


The crews of the boats having landed, went 


to the huts of the Indians, who feemed by no 
means to relifh this unexpected vific; which was 
particularly evinced by the women having all 
retreated to one hut. The men invited the 
French failors into thofe huts where the women. 
were not to be found; and the Frenchmen 
having accepted the invitation, were treated 
with fhell-fifh, which the Indians fucked before 
they delivered them to their vifitors. The be- 
haviour of the natives was lively, and they en- 
tertained their guefts with dancing and finging : 
they revelled with uncontrouled delight, when, 

hie alas | 


» 


- ‘ « 
- . 
ot Ln Oe 
o 4 v r 
YS i i 
i Pe, | > ‘a 
Uy i i J « y 
” ‘ =A, ‘ 
- a 
A 


ao! a 


ae 


210 M. pr BOUGAINVILLE’s Vovace 


alas! their mirth was interrupted by an accie 
dent as fatal as unexpected ! 


A boy, the fon of one of the Indians, was 


fuddenly feized with a diforder which occafioned 
rhe moft violent convulfions, and {pitting of 
blood. .This child had been on board the 
Etoile, where the féamen had prefented him 
with fome pieces of glafs ; and as thefe Indians. 
are accuftomed to put thines of this kind up 
their noltrils, and into their throats, it is fup- 
peled this youth had taken the fame mea{ure, 
and that the fatal effects which followed were. 
the confequence of his having f{wallowed the 
glafs, It is here proper to remark, that the 
Pecherais confider the {wallowing of fubftances 
which refemble glais, as a preventive remedy 
again{t certain diforders to which they are liable, 
The lips, palate, and gums of the boy were 
cut; and as he bled freely, the Indians cONCeiv. 
ed an idea that the Frenchmen had violated the 
rights of hofpitality, and injured him, whom, 
by all the laws of honour, they were bound to 
treat with civility. | 
This circumftance gave rife to a jealoufy and 
diftruft no way favourable to their European vi- 
fitors ; indeed it appeared, that the Indians fuf. 
pected the French to have caufed the child’s 
iinefs. A linen jacket having been given to 
this child by the French, he was {tript of it, 
and it was thrown at their feet ; but it was ine 
7  ftantly 
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fiantly feized by an Indian, who did not feem 
to dread the powers of enchantment, 

The child being laid on his back, a conjurer 
knelt between his legs, and preffing the body 
forcibly with his hands and head, uttered a num- 
ber of inarticulate vociferations. At repeated 
intervals during this ceremony he arofe, and 
opening his hands, which had been before 
erafped, he blew in the air with his mouth, as 
if defirous of driving away fome evil genius. 
While this bufinefs was tranfacting, an ancient 
woman bawled in the ears of the child, fo as 
almoft to deafen him with her noife; and in- 
deed the remedy feemed to be, in the literal 
phrafe, worfe than the difeafe. The conjurer 
having retired for fome time, returned in a new 
drefs, and, with an air of triumph, renewed 
his incantations, but with no better fuccefs than 


before. His hair had been powdered, and his 


head was diftinguifhed by two wings, fimular to 
thofe with which Mercury is reprefented by the 
painters. The life of the child now appearing 
to be even in more danger than before, the 
French Chaplain haftily baptized him, unob- 
ferved by the Indians. 

What a ftrange medley of ignorance and fue 


_perflition was all this!—Monf. B ougainville 
Jaughs at the folly of the Indian juggler, while 


he feems to fpeak in an applaufive {train of the 
conduct of the French prieft, which” was 
Hecez | cers 
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certainly equally ridiculous with that of the 
Indian ! 

Some officers having repaired on board the 
fhip, and acquainted the Commodore with what 
was tranfacting, he went on fhore with the Sur- 
geon, who took fome gruel and milk with him, 
When they came to the fpot, they found that 
the juggler was aflifted by another perfon ha- 
bited like himfelf, and that the patient had fuf- 
fered much from their abfurd attempts to relieve 
him; yet were thefe attempts continued, with 
out any complaint on the part of the poor boy. 

‘he affection of the parents, and indeed of 
the whole company of Indians, was manifefted 
by floods of tears, and by many other ex- 
preffions of erief; and when it was obferved, 
that the Frenchmen feemed to fhare in their mit. 
fortune, they appeared to be lef diffdent of 
the conduct of the ftrangers; and at length 
they permitted the Surgeon to examine the 
mouth of the fick youth, which being bloody, 
had been repeatedly fucked by his father and 
another man, | 

After fome time the father accepted the gruel, 


and permitted his fon to drink fome milk, but - 


not till the French gentlemen had repeatedly 
taited it in his prefence. The ‘conjurers ap- 
peared to be jealous of the Surgeon, but they 
could not help confeffing the {uperiority of his 
abilities. Ic was remarked, that while one of 
thefe Indian phyficians was endeavouring to 

drive 
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drive away the diforder, the other was bufily 
employed in deprecating that vengeance, which 
they fuppofed the vilit-of the ftrangers had ac« 
cafioned. 

In the evening the child appeared to be lefs 
- pained; but, irom many circumflances, it was 
thought, that he had fwallowed fome pieces of 
slafs. Monf. Bougainville and the Surgeon now 
went on board, and it is conjectured, that the 
boy died about two o’clock the next morning ; 
for foon after that time loud cries were heard, 
and, at day-break, the Indians departed from 
a place which had been fo peculiarly fatal to 


them; for the lofs of even one member of fo - 


{mall a community, could not but be an object 
of great and public concern. 


On the 13th and 14th the weather was fo 


bad, that it was impoffible to think of failing, 
and on the 15th the veflels were detained by a 
{trong contrary wind ; but on the following day 
they failed, with a favourable breeze, which, 
however, foon fhifted, and prevented their 
reaching Rupert ifland, off which it was Monf. 
Bougainville’s intention to have anchored; Af- 
ter a whole day of fatigue and danger they re- 
turned to Port Galant, and anchored again near 
their former ftation. 

On the feventeenth the ftorms were more 
viosent than they had ever yet been; the fea 
ran to a mountainous height, and the wind 
blew in fuch contrary directions, that the op- 
} poling 
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pofing waves deftroyed each other. The ftorny 
having in fome degree fubfided before noon, a 

Joud peal of thunder was prefently heard, after. 
which the winds blew with increafing violence, 
and all the elements waged a ftill more furious 
war. The anchors of the fhips having drageed, 

the top-mafts and lower-yards were ftruck, to 
avoid the dreadful confequences of the ftorm. 
Ac this time, however, the fhrubs and plants 
were in bloom, and the trees were covered 
with a luxuriance of verdure. 

On the 21ft and the two following days the 
weather was extremely windy, while it rained 
and fnowed inceffantly. The night of the arft 
indeed was moderately calm; but this calm 
ferved only as the prelude to a ftorm, which 
defcended with aggravated fury; fuch a ftorm 
as the oldeft failor on board had never remem- 
bered ; but its continuance was by no means pro- 
portioned to its violence. 

On the 24th the weather being fine and fe= 
rene, preparations were made for failing, and 
on the following day the anchors were weighed, 
and the veffels got under way. Having arrived 

off Cape Quod, our Commodore wane a mo. 
ment to defcribe it. Its figure, he fays, is very - 
fincular, confifting of cragey rocks, the moft’ 
elevated of which bear a ftrong refemblance 
to the ruins of ancient buildings, From Bay 
Galant to this cape the verdant appearance of 


the trees takes.off, in fome degree, that horror, 
which. 
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which would otherwife arife in the mind from 
the conftant fight of the fummits of mountains 
which are always: frozen. After pafling Cape 
Quod, the face of the country is totally changed, 
both fides of the ftreight exhibiting a profpect 
of rocks, which are uncovered even with the 
flighteft layer of earth. The tops of thefe 
rocks are cloathed with eternal fnow, while the 
vallies between them are choaked up with pro- 
digious quantities of ice, which have the ap- 


pearance of having been congealed for a long. 


feries of years. So dreadful is the appearance 
of this part of the ftreight, that Sir John Nar- 
borough gave it the name of De/folation of the 


South; and, in fact, it is defolate and dreary. 


beyond all defcription. 

When Monf. Bougainville’s thip was oppofite 
Cape Quod, the coaft of Terra del Fuego, 
diftant upwards of forty miles, appeared as if 
terminated by a projecting cape. There are 
three capes on the continent, which our adven- 
turers called Etoile Cape, Boudeufe Cape, and 
Split Cape *, the laft of which is fo denomina- 
ted from its figure. The ftreight, which in 
this part is about fix miles wide, received the 
name of Long Reach +. 

As the evening of the 26th was very fine, 
Monf. Bougainville determined to continue his 
way under an eafy fail; but about two hours 


¥ Cape Fenda, in the original, + Longue Rue. 


before 
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before midnight a thick fog came on, the wind 
arofe, and the rain poured:idown in torrents, 
while it became fo exceflive dark, that no land 
could be feen. °° The fituation of the fhips was 
now fupposed to» besoppofite Cape? Monday ; 
and the night was fpent in ftandine off and ‘on 
fhore, in momentary se tabla: of ibe fatal 
accident. ADT I 

The land being - 16% at ree break, ‘they 
hoifted additional failoy and proceeded with ra- 
pidity, till ‘they reached: Cape’ Pillar, when 
they had fight of the main’ ocedn', “into which 
they arrived under’a full fail, on’ the evening 
of the fame day ;*having, by “the: advantage ; 
of thirty ix hours fair winds ‘failed from ‘port » 
Galant into the creat South Sea, without once 
coming to an anchor. 

Mont. Bougainville! ‘was feven' weeks and 
three days in pafling the {treights of Magellan, 
the whole length of which, from’ Cape ‘Virgin 
Mary to Cape Pillar, he nant at "pea 
three hundred and fortyniiles! : 

Though the pafline the ftreichts is a'work of 
fome difficulty and danger;our author recom- 
mends it as more fafe'than' the doubling’ of C ape 
Horn, if undertaken’ between the months of 
September and’ Aprils"bur, during the reft of 
the year, he’ advifes “the ‘paffing ‘thtoueh the 
open fea; and he’ obierves, thatthe loft ‘time 
in failing through the Magellanic Stréichts, is 
amply repaid by the conveniences of taking in 
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wood and water, and the chance there is of the 
{curvy making lefs havock among a crew, when 
they have repeated opportunities of landing, 


. He adds, that when he left the ftreights he had 


not a fingle invalid on board either of his vef- 
fels. at Tale 4 

Monf, Bougainville now proceeds to a recital 
of the feveral circumftances which arofe, and 
the adventures he met with, from this period 
till his return to Europe; in which we fhall 
trace him with the utmoft fidelity of the hif- 
torian prefuming to differ from him whenever 
he appears to be miftaken as a writer, or to act 
on wrong principles as a man. 

Our Commodore now failed nearly a a wefterly 
courfe, having previoufly agreed with the Cap. 
tain of the Etoile, that he fhould keep company 
with the Boudeufe during the nights, and in 


the morning of each day fhould fail as far as 


he could to the fouthward, without lofing fight 
of the other veffel, in order that the fhips might 
command as extenfive a profpect as poffible, by 


which means it was hoped that fome new dif- 


coveries might be made. 
On the zoth of January, while the fea ran 
very high, one ‘of the crew of the Boudeufe 


fell overboard, and was drowned, notwith- 


ftanding every endeavour to preferve his life.— 
From this time till che 17th of february, Monf. 
Bougainville failed. in fearch of what is called 

ve f Davis’s 
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Davis’s Land, which was difcovered by our 
countryman of that name in the year 1686; 
and he fays, ‘that if he had followed the direc- 
tions laid down in Monf. ‘de Bellin’s chart, he 
muft have failed over’ ‘this land, sit 

— Onthe 17th! fea- gulls were feen ; and as thefe 
birds do not go. above eighty leagues from land, 
it was refolved not to alter the courfe of the thips 
for three days, but within this period no land 

was difcovered. . 

The wetterly wind, with a flight variation to 
the nerth and. fouth, prevailed Son the 23d of 
February to the 3d of March, during which 
time they had rain and thunder every day, im- 
mediately before, or foon after the fun had 
reached the meridian. This variation of the 
wind, from what is commonly called the Trade- 
wind, is mentioned by Monf. Bougainville as 
an extraordinary-circumftance,. __ | 

Soon after the fhips had got clear of the 
ftreights of Magellan, © an epidemical fore throat 
attacked almoft every man on_ board, which 
was cured by putting vinegar and red hot bul- 
lets into the wa ater-cafks, a that by the end 
of March, the whole crew were. recovered, 
For feveral days after this period fuch a quan- 
tity of bonitos and other fifh was catched, as 
afforded one meal daily to every manon board, 

On the 2iit a. tunny fifth was taken, i in the 
belly of which were;a number of fmall fith of 
| _. fuch 
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fuch kinds, as are known not to fwim far out 
to fea; whence ‘it was concluded, that land 
could not be at any great diftance ; and on the 
following day this conjecture appeared to be 
well fotuneled; for four very {mall iflands were 
then difcovered, to which Monf. Bougainville 
gave the name of les quatre Facardins ; but as 
Rete were too much to the windward of the 
fhips, they held on their way, fteering for ano- 
ther ifland, which was almoft nght a- ‘Hone 

As the veffels advanced towards this latter 
ifland, it was obferved, that it abounded with 
cocoa-nut trees, the fruit of which had a very 
tempting appearance. ‘Thefe trees grew on 
plats of grafs, flrewed with an abundance of 
beautiful flowers ; and the reft of the ifland was 
clothed with trees of various kinds. Immenife 
numbers of birds were feen on the coaft, which 
was therefore fuppofed to afford a plenty of 
fifh: but the fea running high, ‘and no harbour 
being difcovered, in which our voyagets might 
hope for protection from the fury of its waves, 
they were prevented from landing : when they 
had coafted the ifland for about two miles, they 
had fight of three | men, who advanced ue 
pistah aie the Shore. | 


aah; and, 1 ROE with this idea he gave, 


- the neceflary orders for affording them the 
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wifhed for. relief: but he foon difcovered that 
his conjecture was ill-founded ; for the people 
retired to the woods, from whence, in a fhore 
time, iffued a numberof:them, fuppofed to be 
near twenty, with»long flaves in their hands, 
which they held.wp with an. air of threatening 
and defiance. Phis being done;. they ristreared 
to the woods, in which, by the help of glafies, 
their habitations were--plainly een... Thefe 
iflanders. were ofa copper complexion, and 
very tall, | | 

Monf. Bougainville makes ita matter ve won- 
der by what.means thefe people were conveyed 
to this folitary ifland, and how they-are difpofed 
of when. their increafing numbers render: their 
fupport impoffible ona fpot, the circumference 
of which, he apprehends, does notexceed nine 
miles :==but our philofopher feemsto forget 
that he has but juftileft four other fmalhiflands ; 
nor did he recollect, when he wrote: his:volume, 
that he was, in a fubfequent page, to tell us 
that he had foon afterwards difcovered a larger 
ifland, the inhabitants of. which, for any thing 
he could tell, might haye intercourfe. with thofe 
on the before-mentioned ifland... He {eems 
equally ignorant, whether the people of thefe: 
iflands are or are not poflefied of veffels proper 
_ for conveying them from one to the other; and 
he has forgot likewife, which appears to. be the 
greateft blunder of all, that there may probably 
be, in thisneighbourhood, fome large continent, 

3 ' hitherto 


f 
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hitherto unknown to all‘our European naviga- 
tors.| It is poffible our remarks may be as ab- 
-furd as Monf Bougainville’s appear to be; but 
they feem to arife‘naturally from the fubjec. 
Be this as it may 3 our Commodore named the 
above-mentioned place the Jj/le of Lance-bearers, 
from the ftaves, or lances, which the inhabi- 
tants brandifhed. , 

During the night between the 22d and 23d 
they had:much rain, accompanied with violent 
thunder, while the wind blew almoft a tempett: 
At the ‘dawn of the morning land was difco- 

-vered, which appeared to be a regular level, 
{ufficiently clothed with verdure. Breakers being 
obferved’ on the coaft, the fhips ftood out to 
fea, till the weather becoming more calm, they 
might. approach the fhore with greater fafety, 
which happening before noon, they then coafted 
the ifland, whichis fhaped Hke a horfe-thoe, 
and its infide is filled by the fea. | 
- Some parts of this ifland produce cocoa-nut 
and other’ trees; which’afford a very agreeable’ 
fhade, but the greater part of it isonly a fand, 
on which grows no kind of verdure.. A’ num- 
ber of Indians were obferved in boats, forme of 
them rowing, and others’ failing, on the lake 
formed by the fhape of the ifland. Thefe peo- 
pie were all’nakeds ’and ‘in the evening large 

- numbers of them were feen on the fea-fhore, 

with pikes in their harids, like thofe with which 
Se A | URINE eerie | the 
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the inhabitants of the Ifle of Lance-bearers were 
armed, 

Night advanced before ; any proper place was 
found for the fhip’s boats to land; nor were 
they more fuccefsful in their refearches in the 
morning; wherefore they held on their courfe, 
Monf. Bougainville having called the place Harp 
Jland, the inhabitants of which had the ap- 
pearance of being tall, and genteelly made. 

_Our flippant Frenchman ‘profeffes to admire 
the courage of thefe iflanders, <« if they live 
ss unconcerned on thefé little lips of fand,” 
which | are every moment liable ta be. funk i in 
the abyfs of an enormous ocean, He might as 
well admire the courage of the inhabitants of 
France, the redoubted vafials of Louis. le Grand ; 
who are not lefs liable to fall victims to a con- 
vulfion of nature, nor under the more immie- 
diate protection of the Almighty, than. thefe 
harmlefs tenants of a folitary ifland ; happily 
cut off, as they are, from an intercourfe with 
the more polithed barbarians of Europe! 1" 

In the evening of the day on, which Harp 
Ifand was dieovereds ‘they had fight of other 
land, at the diftance of fomething more than 
twenty miles, which had the appearance of be- 
ing, what it afterwards was found to be, a 
clufter of iflands, eleven of which were feen, 
and received the name of the Dangerous. Archi- 
pelago. } Our author conjectures, ‘that. they are, 


more numerous, and oblerves, that it is dan- 
gerous 


he 
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gerous failing among them, as they are encom- 
patied with fhoals and breakers, through which 
a vefiel ought to fteer with peculiar care, — 
The fhips | now ftood to the fouth, and by the 
98th of the month were out of fight of all land. 
The clufter: of iflands above-mentioned were farft 
difcovered by Quirds, in the year 1606, and 
were again” vifited by Roggewein, in the year 
(1722, who gave them the name of the Lan 
byrintb. 7 
Nothing material NghRker AGA ra 
till towards the end of March, when the wea- 
ther was boifterous and {tormy, toavery great 
degree, for feveral days fucceffively ; and the 
{curvy now began to attack feveral of the crew. 
To combat the ill effects of this diforder, every 
invalid received, daily, a ‘pint of lemonade, 
in which was infufed a powder, which had been 
: frequently ufed with fuccels during the voyage. 
About this time they were much in want of 
fieth water, which was procured by the diftillas . 
tion of fea-water, according to a procefs in- 
vented by. Moni. Poiffonier ; ; and the water 
thus procured was ufed in boiling meat, and 
making broth. The bread was Kneaded with 
falt-water. © 
A fteep mountain, which appeared | to be en- 

ccompatfted by the fea, was difcoyvered on the fe- 
cond of April, and received tlfe name of the 
Boudoir, or Boudeuje Peak, from that of Monf. 
| Bougainville’ s fhip, —Bearing to the northward 
of 
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of this peak, they had fight of land, which ex 
tended farther than the eye could reach, 

By this time it was become highly neceflary 
for the fhips to put in at fome port, where they 
might obtain refrefhments, and take in a fup. 
ply of wood. For the greater part of this 
day the weather was wholly calm; but in the 
evening a breeze fprung up, which conveyed 
the fhips near the newly-difcovered land; but 
it was thought prudent to ftand off and on for 
the night. | 

In the morning they had fight of more land 
to the northward, but were not able to diftine 
guifh whether it was another ifland; or a part 
of that which they had before feen, 

In the night between the 3d and 4th of the 
month fires were obferved on feveral places, 
from whence it was conjeétured, that the coun- 
try abounded with inhabitants. Juft before fun- 
rifing on the 4th, it was difcovered that the two 
lands, which had been fuppofed to be feparate 
iflands, were conneted by a flat country, bend- 
ing like a bow, and ferming a fine bay. While 
the {hips were ftanding in towards the land, a 
boat was feen coming from the offing, which 
foon afterwards croffed a-head of the fhip, and 
joined a number of other boats, which had af- 
fembled from various parts of the ifland. | This 
aflemblage of boats was preceded by one which 


‘was rowed by twelve Indians, quite naked, who 


advanced towards the fide of the fhip, and held 
. up 
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up fome boughs of the banana tree. Confidering 
this as a cBRed of friendthip, our adventurers, 
in their turn, ‘endeavoured to gS a recipro- 
cal repard. . : 

“This being done, the natives towed along- 
fide the Boudeufe, and a rope being 1aWered 
shto the Boat, one of them affixed to/his branch 
of the ‘banana ‘tree, a quantity of the fruit of 
that tréé, and a {mall pig. This prefent was 
aécepted, and, inreturn for it, Mont. Bougain- 
ville gave them fome handkerchiefs and caps ; 
and ere was a friendly intercourle eftablithed 
with thefe people. © | 

Yn a fhort time upwards of a hundred boats 
furrounded the French fhips, which were laden 
with bananas, cocoa-nuts, and various other 
Kinds-of fruit, highly acceptable to the French, 
who gave in’ exchange for them a number of 
toys, which proved" equally acceptable to the 
Yadians.-Tn' order to'carry on’ this traffic, our 
voyagers held up‘fuch articles as they meant to 
give for the fruit, and when the natives were 
fatisfied with ‘the quantity which was offered, 
ic was Jet down by the fhip’s fide in a net or 
baiket, and thé Indians having taken it out, 
returned their commodities by the fame con- 
veyance 5 “but fometimes the bafket was lowered 

when empty, and the natives put ‘their effects in 

it before they had received the European g coodss 

‘without feeming to harbour the leaft diftrut 
OF jealoufy of thofe’ with whom they dealt ; 
a Ga thereby 
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|| thereby giving the beft proof of the integrity. / 
of their own hearts. _ 
When the evening advanced, the fhips ftood 
| out farther from the coaft, and the natives 
| rowed back to the fhore. During the night a 
number of fires were feen on the ifland, at fmall, 
and nearly equal diftances from each other, 
My which the French imagining to be illuminations 
Hi in honour of themfelves, a number of fky- 
rockets were fired from both the fhips, to return 
the compliment. a 
On the morning of the fifth the boats were 
fent in fearch of an anchoring-place, while the. 
a day was {pent in plying to windward of the 
| ifland. i ) : 
| The defcription which Monf. Bougainville 
gives of the appearance of this place, as feen 
a from the fhips, is very beautiful. The moun- “§ 
q | tains, though of great height, are every where 
clothed with the fineft verdure, even to the 


i ~ extreme point of their moft lofty fummits: one : 
i peak, in particular, runs up to a moft enormous 9 
| height, tapering gradually as it rifes; yethigig _ 
every where clothed with the moft beautiful 

Hie foliage, forming the appearance of a pyramid % 
i | adorned with garlands, and carved by the hand ; 
of an ingenious fculptor. The lower lands ~~ : 

confift of an intermixture of woods and mea- 


dows, while the coaft is a level ground, fhel- 
tered by the mountains, and abounding in co- 
coa-nut and other trees, beneath the agreeable 
| thade: 
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4hade of which are fituated the houfes of the 
-anhabitants. 

As Monf. Bougainville coafted the ifland, he 
was charmed with the appearance of a noble 
cafcade, which, falling immediately from the 
fammit of a mountain, into the fea, produced 
‘a moft elegant effect. On the fhore, very near 
to the fall of this cafcade, was a little town, 
and the coaft appeared to be free from break~ 
ers. It was the with of our adventurers to have 
caft their anchors within view of fuch an en- 
chanting profpect; but, after repeated found- 
ings, they found that the bottom confifted only 
of rocks; and they were therefore under a ne- 
ceffity of feeking another anchoring-place. 

Soon after the dawn of day the natives row- 
ed along- fide the fhips, bringing with them 
fowls, pigeons, cloth, fhells, chiffels, ‘and 
other things, which they bartered for ear-rings, 
and pieces of iron. Both parties dealt with 
the fame eafe and mutual confidence as they had 
done on the preceding day; and among the 
number of vifitors were feveral women, whofe 
cloaths barely fufficed to hide thofe charms 
which could not fail of attracting the ravifhed 
eyes of the feamen. One of the Indians flept 
all night on board the ao” and feemed not 
to entertain a thadow of fear. 

The fhips plied to windward during the Genes 
and by the morning of the 6th they had nearly 
reached its meft northern extremity, when they 
4516 G a 2 dii- 
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difcoyered another ifland; but as the paflage 
between the two iflands appeared to be rendered 
dangerous. by a number of breakers, Monf. 
Bougainville came to a refolution of returning 
to, the bay which they had {een when they fart 
difcovered land, where he hoped.to find a con- 
venient anchoring-place, and where, after dif- 


ferent foundings, the hips were.at length fafely - 


moored, e Fis bits 

The natives now put off in their boats, and 
furrounded the fhips in greater numbers than 
they had yet done, exhibiting many. tokens of 
regard, and perpetually crying out Taio, which 
was aiterwards found to fignify Friend, The 


_ ftrangers were much pleafed with fome nails and 


toys, which the officers and failors gave them. 
Thefe boats. were crouded with, women, whofe 
beauty of face was at leaft equal to, that of the 
ladies of Europe, and their lymmetry of body 
much. fuperior, Almoft all of. them “were 
naked, the old men.and women having taken 
previous care to diveft them of thofe coverings, 


which might otherwife have prevented thei 


charms from taking the wifhed:effe, . «>, 
Thete lovely lafles, eyed, the failors with looks 
the. moft emphatically exprefiive, yet with a 
degree of timidity, which is at ence the charac- 
teriftic and the ornament of the fex. It was 
not, however, neceflary,. that thefe females 
fhould give any very plain. indications of their 
meaning ithe Indian men. faved, them. this 
: | trouble, 
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trouble, intimating, that the favours of the la- 
dies might be purchafed on eafy terms: they 
even. urged many of the feamen refpectively to 
make choice of a Dulcinea, with whom he 
would ch ufe to retire to the fhore; and their gef- 
tures appeared not lef extravagant than thofe 
of the fame people, as recited by Dr, Hawkef- 
worth, in his account of Captain Cook’s Voy- 
ASE, . Of. which circumftance the readers of thefe 
volumes is already apprifed :—-but Monf. Bou- 
gainville goes beyond the. Doctor, in the co- 
Touring. ot this fcene. . He fays that, * even 
** in thofe countries where the eafe of the gol- 
ye den : age is itill in ule, women feem leaft to 
. defire what they moft with for.” 

Be this as it may, the fight of thefe enchant- 
ing damfels operated very powerfully.on the paf- 
fions of the. feamen ;. and, thus fituated, it was 
no eafy. matter to keep. to. their duty, four hun- 
dred. young, fellows, who had not feen a woman 
for half a year before. 

Moni. Bougainville and his officers did sit in 
their power to preferve order and decorum, 
and to prevent any of thefe. tempting creatures 
from coming into the fhip; but their efforts 
were unfuccefsful : omen one of them, notwith- 
ftanding every precaution, got on board, and 
took her feat on the quarter-deck, near a-hatch- 
way, which. was open to give.air to fome of the 
crew who were heaving the capftern. She had 
fcarcely feated herfelf, when fhe let fall-a,cloch 
that 
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‘that covered her, with an air of negligence} 
and appeared at once the Cyprian goddefs, to 
the ravifhed eyes ef the fpectators. “Both fea 
men and marines now ‘eagerly crouded to the 
hatchway ; and the capftern was heaved with a 
chearfulnefs and expedition never known on any 
former occafion. | 
‘After fome time the officers fucceeded in 
bringing the crew into fome kind of order ; 
though, as Monf. Bougainville confefies, they 
found it equally difficult to reftrain the ardor of 
their own paffions.—The Commodore’s Cook, 
having eluded the vigilance of the officers, got 
from the fhip, and having fele&ted a miftrefg 
from one of the boats, went on fhore with her ; : 
where he had no fooner arrived, than the na- 
tives crouded about him, ‘and pulled off all his 
cloaths. © They now examined, with curious at- 
tention, every part of his body, while he ftood 
trembling under their hands, in continual ap- 
prehenfion of being murdered, or otherwife 
abufed: but his fears were ill- founded ; ‘for they — 
had no fooner finifhed the examination, than 
they gave him back his cloaths, put into his 
pockets feveral things which they had taken out 
of them, and then introduced his girl to him, 
urging, that he would gratify thofe paffions 
which had impelled him to come on fhore: but 
alas! their perfuafions, their warmett i intreaties, 
were thrown away ;— his fears had deftroyed all 
ideas of love, nor could even the enchanting’ 
: beauty 
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beauty of his miftrefs recal them: the natives. 
were obliged to take him back to the fhip,. | 
where he told Monf. Bougainville, that he had 
nothing to fear from his anger, for he had late- 
ly fuffered fuch exquifite mifery, that all other 
punifhment would be comparatively light. 

‘Monf. Bougainville and fome of his officers 
now went on fhore to take a view of the water- 
ing-place, and were no fooner landed, than the 
natives flocked around them in prodigious num- 
bers, regarding them with looks of inexprefli- 
ble curiofity : fome of them, bolder than the 
reft, came and touched the French, and put 
afide their cloaths, to find if they were formed 
like themfelves. The happy iflanders, who 
wore no kind of arms, teftified great pleafure 
at this vifit of our voyagers. 

A perfon, who appeared to be the principal 
man among the Indians, took Monf. Bougain- 
yille’s party to his houfe, where they found an 
old man, the father of the Chief, and feveral 
women. ‘Thefe laft paid their compliments to 
the ftrangers, by placing their hands on their 
breafts, and frequently repeating the word 
Tayo. The old man was a truly venerable fi- 
gure, whofe long white beard and hair added 
dignity to his perfon, which was exceedingly 
graceful and well formed. He had none of the 
decrepitude of age, no wrinkles on his face, 
and his body was nervous and flefhy.—The be- 
haviour of this man was wholly diferent from 

that 
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that of all the reft of his countrymen; for he 
exprefled no fign of admiration of curiofity, 
left the room without returning the compli- 
ments of his vifitors, and with an air that tef= 
tified his wneafinefs at their arrival. Monf, 
Bougainville even imagines, that he feared that 
a new race of mén coming to fettle on the ifland, 
might difturb that happy repofe in which its in- 
habitants had hitherto lived. 

The houfe of the Chief was about twenty 
feet in width, and eighty in length, and co- 
vered with thatch, from which hung a cylinder, 
above a yard long, formed of the twigs of the 
ozier, and adorned with black feathers, Two" 
wooden figures were obferved; which Mont. 
Bougainville fays were idols, and that one of. 
them was the god of the natives; but in this 
he mutt be certainly miftaken, as: it appears 
_ from the account fince publifhed, that the inha- 
bitants’ of Otaheite dre not idolaters but 
from almoft every part of his volumeit is evi- 
dent, that he has made his obfervations very 
haftily, and given a decifive opinion on fubjects 
which he did not underftand, and pail he took 
very little pains to examine, 

The figure which our author took for the 
god, was fixed upright againft one of the pil- 
lars of the houfe, and over againft it {tood the 
other, which he calls the coddefs, leaning a- 
gain{t, and faftened* to the reeds which form 
the walls of the houfe. Thefe fioures ftood on 

pedeftals 
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ypedeftals of hard, black wood, about two yards 
‘high, one yard in circumference, fhaped like a 
‘tower, hollowed out, and carved. 

The Chief having directed his guefts to feat 
themfelves on a grafs-plat in fies front of his 
houfe, he prefented them with a collation, con- 
fifting of broiled fith, water, and fruit. While 
they were regaling themfelves he produced two 
collars, formed of oziers, and adorned with 
fhark’s teeth, and black feathers. Thefe col- . 
lars, which refembled the prodigious large ruffs 
worn by the French in the reign of Francis the 
Firft, were put on the necks of Mont. Bougain- 
ville, and a gentleman of his party. The Ghisé 
haying likewife prefented our author with fome 
_ pieces of . cloth, the French were about to take 
their leave of this hofpitable Indian, when one 
of them found that his pocket had been picked 
of his piftol; on which a complaint was made 
to the Chief, who immediately reprimanded 
{everal of his houfhold, and would have fearched 
them all; but this the Commodore would not 
permit, contenting himfelf with intimating to 
the Chief, that the weapon which bad been 
ftolen would kill the thief. 

Monf. Bougainville was attended to the coatt 
by the Chief and his whele family. As the 
company pafied along, they obferved an Indian, 
remarkable for the ae proportion and jymme- 
try of his figure, reclined at the foot of a tre, 
‘who prevailed on the French to {it down by 
Pi i him, — 
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him, and fung them an excellent fong, to the 
flow mufic of a flute, which the other Indian 
blew with his nofe. Our author fays this fong, 
was, doubtlefs, of the anacreontic kind, but 
he affigns no reafon for this opinion. This is 
defcribed as a moft delightful fcene, and well 
worthy the pencil of the limner. | 
The company now proceeded to their boats, 
in which a few of the Indians embarked, and 
went to {pend the evening and fleep on board. 
The iflanders feemed to be under no kind of 
reitraint, but to have the fulleft confidence in 
the hofpitality of the French, who treated them 
in a very elegant manner, and concluded the: 
evening with a band of mufic, and a difplay of 
fire-works; at which, however, the Indians, 
{eemed mote terrified than delighted. 

The Chief went on board-Monf, Bougain- 
ville’s {hip the following day, and took with 
him a prefent of fome fowls and a hog: he 
likewife gave a full proof of the integrity of _. 
his heart, by returning the ftolen piftol ; but 
this is no wonder 5 it may hold as an almoft un- 
-failing maxim, that_‘* the generous are always 
** juft; that the knavith parc of mankind are to 
‘© be found among the fordid and avaricious.” 
Lhe generous foul difdains every aét of mean- 
nefs; and it is certainly an act of meannefs to 
detain the property of another. Doubtlefs, 
_the hiftory of mankind will afford fome inftan- 
_€es which militate very ftrongly againft this ar- 
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gument; but it will ufually be found, that 
when the man of liberal fentiments has detained 
what he knew to be the property of another, 
fuch detenfion has arifen from the extreme pe- . 
nury of his own circumftances.—We have in- 
- {tances of robberies being comimitted on the 
highway, and the money returned, years after 
the perpetration of the fact. In fuch a cafe, 
furely, the robber muft be allowed to have pof- 
fefled an honeft heart, even while he was vio- 
lating the laws of his country; that his prin- 
ciples were juft and generous; and that what 
he conceived to be*a cafe of extreme neceflity 5 
the fupport of his finking credit, and the pre- 
ferving a beloved, an amiable woman, and the 
dear pledges of her love, from inevitable po- 
verty and ruin, was the occafion of his taking 
fo unwarrantable a ftep. The reader will ex- 
cufe this digreffion, in favour to the writer, 
who conceived that it rarole naturally from: the 
fubje&. by ’ 
The namie of the Chief, whofe conduct gave 
rife to the above reflections, was Ereti, who 
remained on board feveral hours, and then went 
on thore with Monf, Bougainville, who by this 
time had made the neceffary preparations for 
landing the fick, and filling the water-cafks, 
~ As foon as the boats had landed, the Com- 
modore fixed on a fpot on the borders of a ri- 
vulet, where he gave orders for the forming of 
a camp, for the protection as well of the dee 
Hh 2 men, 
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men and their attendants, as of the waterers, 


and others, whofe bufinefs might call them on 


fhore. 

For fome time Freti beheld the marines un- 
der arms, and regarded the'preparations which 
were making to form the camp, without any 
apparent figns of uneafinefs, and then took his | . 
leave. In a few hours, however, he returned, 
bringing with him his father, and fome others 
of the moft eminent men on that part of the 
ifland, who remonftrated with Monf, Bougain- 
ville on the impropriety and injuftice of his 
taking poffeffion of their country; at the fame 
time intimating, that his people were welcome 
to be on the ifland during the day, for any pe- 
riod of time he might think proper, but in- 
fitting, that the party fhould return on board 
every night. The Commodore, on the con- 
trary, as peremptorily infifted that he would 
form the encampment, and endeavoured to 
convince the Indians how neceflary it was that. 
he fhould do fo, in order to procure wood and 
water, and to have the better opportunity of 
trafficking with the iflanders. 

The Indians now retired, and held a con- 
ference on the occafion, at the clofe of which - 
Ereti came to Monf. Bougainville, and defired 
to know whether the French propofed to rake 
up their refidence on the ifland for life; and, if 


tg this, the Commodore put eighteen fmall 
{tones 
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ftones into his hands, intimating, that he fhould 
remain there only fo manys days. Heteupon a | 
third council was held, the refult of which was; 
that an elderly man, of great authority, was 
deputed to wait on the Commodore; and en- 
deavour to prevail on him to depart in nine 
days; which however he pofitively refufed to 
do, and: thus the matter ended. | 

From this period the iflanders became again 
eafy and happy. Ereti complimented Monfs 
Bougainville with the ufe of a large building, 
that had been ereéted on the fide of the rivu= 
let, for the purpofe of laying up the Indian 
boats, which were inftantly removed, at the 
command of the Chief. Under this building. 
tents were put up for the accommodation of 
the fick, and other tents for various ufes. A 
fufficiént number of mufkets were carried on 
fhore, to arm thirty marines, all the workmen, 
and even the invalids, in cafe of necéflity. 

Monf. Bougainville paffed the firft night on— 
fhore, in company with Ereti, who added _ his 
fupper to that of the Commodore, invited a 
few felect friends to partake of the repaft, and 
gave orders that a croud of Indians, whofe 
curiofity had brought thém to the fpot, fhould 
be difperfed. He then defired to fee fome 
fire-works, which he beheld with a mixture of 
pleafure and aftonifhment. Late in the evening 
he fent for one of his wives, who flept in the 
tent allotted to the ufe of the Prince of Naflau. 

Moni. 
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Monf. Bougainville fays, that this woman was 
ugly and old; but how does he know that fhe 
was not the only wife of Ereti? It does not fol- 
low, becaufe a number of women were feen 
on the firft vifit at the houfe of this Chief, that 
he was married to them all. They might be 
daughters, fitters, aunts, nieces, or counties 
for any thing that could be known to the con- 
trary, by people who had not learnt three words 
of the language of the natives, 

The camp was compleated on the paliewine 
day, and the building entirely enclofed, except 
at one entrance, where a guard was conftantly 
ftationed. None of the Indians were admitted 
into this building but Ereti, and his friends of 
both fexes. A croud of people were conftantly 
about the place, but they made way for any one 
who had permiffion to enter, on the motion of 
a fmall ftick which a Frenchman ‘held in his 
hand. To this place the natives affembled 
from all quarters, bringing poultry, hogs, fith, 
fruit, and cloth; in exchange for which they 
received buttons, beads, tools, nails, and trin- 
kets of various kinds, on which they appeared 
to fet a high value. 

Thefe benevolent iflanders vied with each 
other which fhould oblige their vifitors moft; 
and when the French were obferved collecting 
fhells, and gathering plants, a number of wo- 
men and children inftantly employed themfelves 

in 
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in the fame manner, bringing the fame plants, 
in great abundance, and variety of fine fhells, 
Monf. Bougainville now applied to Ereti, 
for information where he might cut wood, and 
was direéted to the mountains, where the hard 
wood grows, the low lands producing only a 


gum-tree, and fruit-trees of various kinds,’ 


The Chief even marked the trees which were 
proper for cutting, and pointed out the fide on 
which they fhould be felled. 

The iflanders affifted our adventurers in cut 
ting the wood, and carrying it down to the 
boats, and likewife helped them to fill water, 
and roll the cafks to the coaft. For thefe fer- 
vices they received a number of nails, propor- 
tioned to the induftry they had exerted: but 
it was neceflary for the French to be conftantly 
On their guard, to prevent their thieving the ar- 
ticles which were brought on fhore; nor were 


even their pockets fafe from the depredations of 


thefe people, who, Monf. Bougainville fays. 
are as ingenious in the art, as the pick-pockets 
of Europe; which is certainly no great compli- 
ment to the people of Otaheite. 

Monf. Bougainville fuppofes, that thefe 
iflanders do not rob each other, as none of their 
effects were. kept under locks and keys; and he 
attributes their frequent attempts to rob the 
French to an infatiable curiofity for articles which 
they had never before feen. Guards were fta- 
tioned, and o RADI appointed, to protect the 

: French 
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French property; notwithftanding which, the 
iflanders found means to fteal feveral things, 
and they even pelted the guards with {ftones, 
Thefe free-booters hid themfelves in a marfh he- 
hind the camp, which was overgrown with 
reeds: but a part of this marfh was cleared, 
by order of the Commodore, who directed, that 
when any more thieves were feen, they fhould 
be fired at. Ereti even hinted, that this mea- 
fure was neceffary ; but, pointing to his own 
houfe, feemed very folicitous that Monf. Bou- 
eainville would not fire that way. Orders were 
now given for fome of the fhips boats to an- 
chor before the camp, and point their fwivel 
suns fo as to protect it. \ 

The article .* thieving excepted, every other 
intercourfe between the French and Indians was 
carried on in the moft harmonious manner. The 
feamen made feveral incurfions into the ifland, 
unarmed, fometimes in {mall parties, and fome- 
times fingly: when the natives invited them 
into their houfes, gave them provifions, and pre= 
fented the young damfels to their embraces. On 
thefe occafions the hut was inftantly crouded 
with numbers of both fexes, who furrounded 
the young lovers, and eyed them with looks of _ 
the moft intenfe curiofity. Leaves and flowers 
were immediately ftrewed on the ground, and 
while fome played on flutes, others fang a kind 
of fong facred to the Cyprian goddefs. - 


Monf, 
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_ Monf. Bougainville’s picture of thefe fcenes 
is rather over-charged , but the pen of the hif- 
torian fhould be guided by. truth. “ Here 
“¢ Venus (fays he) 1s the goddefs of hofpitality ; 5 
oy Her worlhip does not admit of any myfteriess 
“ and every tribute paid te her is a feaft for the - 
ce ¢ whole nation.” 

‘The people of Otaheite feemed aftonithed at 
the embarrafiment of fome of the Frenchmen 
on thefe occafions: but Monf. Bougainville is 
of opinion, that there was not a man of the 
whole crew who had not got the better of the » 
European delicacy, by making a public facri- 
fice at the altar of Venus. If this opinion be 
well founded, the poor Cook, whofe cafe has 
been related, muft have wonderfully recovered 
of his fright, before the Commodore left the 
ifland.—-Surely thefe intrepid fubjedts of Louis 
the Fifteenth muft have been bleft with the 
mioft vigorous conftitutions in the univerfe, or 
have been curfed with the moft unblufhing im- 
-pudence of face! That many of the crew 
fhould have got the better of all regard for de- 
cency, is not to be wondered at; but that there 
fhould not be one F renchman out of four hun- 
dred who could refift the temptation of thus 
publickly proftituting himfelf, is very aftonith- 
ing. But vanity is conftitutional in a Parifian, 
and rather than not facrifice at her fhrine, he 
will be content to rob himfelf of his own 
good name. 
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It may fairly be concluded, that if every mari 
gave thefe public proofs of his prowefs, the 
Commodore himfelf made one of the number, 
a naked {pectacle to the laughing Indians! But 
perhaps Monf. Bougainville was honoured in 
the embraces of one of Ereti’s wives ; in which 
cafe it is prefumed, that the fond couple were. 
furrounded only by the royal family, and the 
lords and ladies of the Court. 
extraordinary band of mufic muft have been 
provided on thefe folemn occafions, and the 
beft nofe-flute-players on the ifland muft have 
been engaged as performers. What pity it is 
that our gallant philofophical, nautical, war- 
like Amorofo, has omitted a defcription of one 
of thefe charming fcenes! A print of it, too,. 
would have done honour to fome ingenious ens , 
graver of Paris, and it would doubtlefs have 
promoted the fale of a work fo admirably cal- 
culated for the meridian of Verfailles, The 
doating monarch would have fubfcribed liberal- 
ly, while the lafcivious Barré would have ex- 


Doubtlefs, an 


tolled to the very tkies the writer’s happy talent 


at defcription. 


ed father, 


Who knows too, but that the . 
French Ambaffador might have introduced the 

work among the circle at St. James’s 3 and thus 
have promoted the caufe of libertinifm fo far, 
that not one of the nobility of the fucceeding © 
generation fhould be the real chil 
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To be ferious; this is ftrange fluff, even for 
a French hiftorian to write; nor would we have 
copied it, but that our engagements to the pub- 

lic compelled us to give Monf. Bougainville’s 
Voyage; and Monf. Bougainville muft be an- 
fwerable for all its faults. 

Happy ought Englifhmen to think them- 
felves; particularly thofe of the middling and 
lower claffes, among whom marriage is ftill 
held in fome fort of efteem. Long may it be 
fo held, for the honour of legal love, the fecu- 
rity of property, and the fake of thofe tender 


ties, by which relations are held in the bond of 
friendfhip ! 


Hail wedded love, myfterious law, true fource 

Of human offspring, fole propriety 

In Paradife of all things common elfe. 

By thee adult’rous luft was driven from men, 

Among the beftial herds to range; by thee 

Founded in reafon, loyal, juft, and pure, 

Relations dear, and all the charities - ; 

Of father, fon, and brother, firft were known, 
¥ MixtTon. 


Monf. Bougainville now proceeds to a de- 
feription of the beauties of the interior parts of 
the ifland. He has often walked out, with on- 
ly a few attendants, and arrived at places en- 
chanting beyond the power of pen or pencil to 
‘paint. Trees abounding with fruit of the moft 
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delicious kinds, were frequently found on mea- 
dows interfected by rivulets, which gave an 
agrecabl e coolnelstothe air, On thefe enchant- 
ing {pots numbers of the natives revel in the 
profufive gifts of nature, unincumbered with 
the cares of the bufy world. Our author met 
with many little focieties, repofing at their eafe, 
under the fhade of trees, who welcomed the 
{trangers in the moft friendly manner. Thofe 
he faw on his way made room for his paflage, 
with a degree of civility that would have done 
‘honour to ihe moft polifhed European; and in 
every place he found evident marks of the con- 
tent and happinefs of the peop! e; while he was 
treated with the utmoft hofpitality. 

Monl. Bougainville gave Ereti fome ducks 
and geefe, and_a couple of turkies, that he 
might raife a breed of thofe birds. He likewife 
prefented him with fome garden feeds, and ad- 
vifed him to cultivate fome ground in the Eu- 
ropean manner; and a fpot being fixed on by 
the French, it was enclofed, and feveral of the 
crew employed in digging it, The natives 
were much pleafed with the implements of gar- 
dening, and happy in having wheat, barley, 
Oats» rice, &c. put into the ground; as were 
likewife onions, and a varicty of pot-herbs. — 
The Commodore is of opinion, that his gene- 
rofity in this particular will not be thrown away, 
as the people of Otaheite feem to have a tafte 
for aguiculture 5 and he thinks they might foon 

he 
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be. brought to cultivate, in a proper manner, 
the fineft “(one in the world: they have indeed a 
fort of kitchen gardens near their huts, which 
“produce yams, potatoes, and other edible roots, 

- Soon after the camp was formed, the Com- 
modore was vifited on board the thip by Toutaa, 
the Chief of a diftri€t near that of Ereti, who 
was avery tall man, and moft admirably well 
made, he was attended by. feveral gentlemen, 

hardly one of whom was lefs than fix feet in 
height. ‘Toutaa brought with him cloth, hogs, 
fowls and fruit, which he prefented to Monti: 

Bougainville, who complimented him with 
fome filk ftuffs, trinkets, nails, &c, 

Toutaa invited Mont. Bougainville to his 
houfe, where, in the midft of a large affem- 
bly, he prefented him with a fine young girl, 
whom the Commodore conjectures to have been 
one of his wives; and the muficians inftantly 
began the bridal hymn :—but our author does 
not fay what farther paffed on the occafion. 

One of the Indians happening to be kil- 
led, Jhis countrymen complained to Monf, 
Bougainville of this violation of the rights 
of hofpitality. The dead body being con- 
veyed to one of the huts, fome perfons were 


fent to examine it, when it appeared, that 


he had fell by a gun-fhot wound; on which all 
poffible enquiry was made after the offender, 
but he could not be difcovered; and how he 


came to be fhot remained a myftery ; for Mont. ° 


Bougainville fays, that none of the crew had 
that 
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that day left the fhip with fire-arms, nor had | 


any of thofe on fhore been permitted to leave 
the camp. It was evident, however, that the 
natives in general conceived their countryman 
to have been the ageoreffor; for their dealings 
with the Europeans were not intermitted; but 
fome few of them moved off their furniture 
to the mountains, and even the houfe of Ereti 
was {tripped ; butafew prefents from the Com- 
modore regained his friendthip and efteem. 
Early in the morning of the rath the cable 


of the Boudeufe parting, that fhip ran foul of | 


the Etoile, but the veffels were happily got 
_clear of each other, before any damage had 
been fultained. A boat was now fent to found 
for fome convenient paflage, as the fhips were 
in evident danger of being driven on fhore: 
and at this unfortunate juncture news arrived, 
that three of the Indians had been either mur- 
dered or wounded in their huts; and that, in 
confequence of this unhappy circumftance, a 


general terror had feized the inhabitants. The 


women, children, and old men, had fled up the 
country, taking their effects with them, and 
even carrying off the bodies of the deceafed, 
The Commodore, on receiving this intelligence, 
went on fhore, and {electing four marines, on 
whom refted the fufpicion of having perpetra- 
ted this foul deed, he ordered them to be put 
into irons in the prefence of Ereti, a circumftance 
that re-conciliated the affection of the Indians, 
Monf, 
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Monf. Bougainville, apprehenfive that the na- 
tives might revenge the injury they had fuftained 
in the perfons of their countrymen, {pent a con 
fiderable part of the night at the camp, and 
gave orders for a Rarccment of the guards/ 
It is true, that the fituation of the French was 
every way fo advantageous, that, in all proba~ 
bility, they might have been an over-match 
for the united forces of the natives. The night, 
however, was fpent in perfect repofe, eXcept - 
fome flight alarms, occafioned by thieving in- 
terlopers. 

The Commiodore’ $ concern arofe more from 
the apprehended lofs of his fhips, than from 
any hoftile efforts that might be made by the 
Indians. After ten at sore the wind blew Vi0= 
lently ; the fea {welled to an enormous height ; 
the rain defcended in torrents, and the whole 
{cene was tempeftuous in a high degree. | 

Monf. Bougainville went on board foon after 
midnight, when a violent fquall of wind was 
driving the fhips towards the fhore. Providen- 
tially the ftorm was foon over, and a breeze from 
the fhore prevented the veffels being ftranded. 
| About day-break another cable, and the haw- 
_ fer of the Boudeufe parted, when fhe was almoft 
 clofe on the fhore, on which the furges beat 
with unremitting fury. At this time too, as 
an ageravation of their misfortunes, the buoys — 
of the anchors were mifling ; but it is doubt- 

, ful 
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ful whether the. natives had ftolen: ail or 
whether they had funk. » 

Some little. time before noon anotlier cable 
parted, and the Boudeufe drove towards the 
fhore. They now let go their fheet anchor, 
but it could be of no-fervice to them, as they 
were fo near the breakers, that the thip muft 
have {tranded before a fufficient length of ca- 
ble could: have® been veered out, to have given 
the anchor time to reach the bottom. Thus 
fituated, within.a moment of defpair, a wind 
off fhore operated in their favour; yet this 
wind’ foon changed; though not till it had en- 
abled them to get at a diftance from the fhore, 
by the help of a’hawfer, from a ftream-anchor 
ofthe Etoile, which fhip happening to be an-- 
chored in“ firmer ground than’ the Boudeufe, 
was, under providence, the’ gréat’ means’ of 
faving that veflel and her crew from deftrugtion, - 
On ocean of ithis’ fingular ~efeape; Monti 
Bougainville” pays’ a grateful compliment” to 
Monf. dela Giraudais, the Commander of the~ 
Etoile, to whofe friendfhip and abilities he’ 
deems “himfelf greatly indebted for the prefer | 
vation of the Boudeule. © 

‘Soon after day-light'it was oblerved; ehiat aie 
camp ‘was totally deftitute of “its ufual vifitors : 
not an Indian was to be feen near it, nor even 
a fingle boat failing on the river. » The natives 
had quitted their houfes, and the: whole coun- 
try appeared to be: te ae The ‘prince 
of 
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of Naffau now went on fhore with a {mall 
party, and, at about three miles from the camp, 

found Ereti, with a confiderable number of 

his fubjeéts, When the Chief recollected the 
Prince, he advanced towards him with a mixed 
countenance, expreffive of hope and terror, 

Many women were now with Ereti, who 
dropping on their knees at the feet of the Prince, 
kiffed his hands, and, bathed in tears, exclaim- 
ed, Tayo, mate? — 

You are our friends, and you kill US! bee 

The Prince fucceeded in his endeavours to 
infpire them with frefh confidence ; and Monf.. 
Bougainville had the pleafure of obferving, 
from on board, by the help of his glaffes, that 
the natives haftened to the camp, carrying with 
them fowls, fruits, &c. fo that there could be 
no doubt but that peace was re-eftablifhed. 

The Commodore inftantly left the fhip, and 
taking with him a quantity of filk ftuffs, and a 
variety of other articles, he prefented them to 
the principal perfons, intimating how unhappy 
he was on account of the misfortune which had 
happened, and affuring them, that the perpetra- 
tors of fo foul a deed fhould not efcape un- 
punifhed.—The grateful Indians careffed the 
Commander; the natives in general were hap- 
py that peace was reftored, and the market foon 

became more crouded than ever; fo that, in 

two days only, more refrefhments were brought 


in than had been before, and the whole place 
es Kk had 
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had. the appearance of a fair. “The Indians 


now requefted to fee fome mufkets fired; but 


were not a little alarmed, when they found 
- that the animals fired at were inftantly killed. 
‘The boat which the Commodore had fent to 
found having found an excellent paffage to the 
northward, the Etoile failed on the 14th, and 
being cot fafe without the reef, her Commander 
fent the boat to the Boudeufe, in which was an 


officer, who having furveyed the paflage, and 


conduéted the’ Etoile toa place of fafety, re- 
turned to take the fame eare of Monf, Bou- 
eainville’s fhip. GG 
The crew of the Boudeufe now laboured 
inceflantly in compleating her ftock of water, 
and in bringing her effects on board. “The 
Commodore took poffeflion of the ifland, for 
his Sovereign, by an infcription carved On an 
oak plank, | and burying in a bottle, near the 
building they had occupied, ‘a writing, con- 
taining the names of the feveral officers con- 


cerned in this expedition: and ‘this method he 


followed invariably, at all the’ places he difco- 
vered in the courfe of his voyage. dads hs 
The Boudeufe fet’ fail early in the morning 
of the 1 5th, ‘and the Commodore congratulated 
‘himfelf on having got clear of the geatast when 
~ the*wind fuddenly dying away, the tide, “and a 
{welling fea drove the fhip violently towards 
the rocks, on which fhe muft have been in- 
ftantly dafhed ‘in. (Baie. and every man on 


board 
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board have perifhed, except the few who could 
{wim remarkably well. At this moment, when 
fhe was ready to ftrike on the rocks, providen- 
tially a. weftern breeze {prang up, and, in 

about two hours, conveyed our voyagers Ape! 
of. all thofe dangers they had dreaded. . 

_Monf.. Bougainville joined. the Etoile before 
the evening , and. a itrong gale {pringing up 
about copys they. fet all wh fails, and foon 
got perfectly. clear of, the coatt. 

Our author. now defcribes, in. very affecting 
terms, what pafled at his taking leave of the 
people of Otaheite ; and we thall endeavour 
not to fall. fhort of the original, in the tender-_ 
nefs, of , the defcription 5, convinced that the 
Englifh language is at leaft as well adapted for 
the pathetic, as the F rench, or any other Eu- 
ropean tongue... 

“Soon after the dawn of the morning, when 
she Indians obferved . that their vifitors were - 
making preparations for their departure, Ereti 
came haftily on board, in the firft boat that 
was ready... Hie now clafped in his arms, em. 
braced, and. wept over thofe new-made ac- 
quaintance, whom. he was about to part with 
for ever.— This fcene was fcarcely ended, when 
a larger-boat, in which were the wives of this 
. generous, Chief, came along- -fide the fhip, laden 
with a variety. of refrefhments. 

This ..veffels, likewife brought off the Indian, 
fe ., on.their Grft arrival, | had. flept on board 

a) a alain 
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the Etoile... This, man’ was. called AOTOUROU, 
Ereti prefented him to Monf,. Bougainville, 3 inti~ 
mating his determined, refolution to. fail with: 
the ftrangers, and intreating permiffion that he 
might do fo... This, requett being complied with, 

Ereti prefented +him,to, the. officers refpedthee byes 
faying, that hey trufted,a.well-beloved friend, to. 


the care) and. ERAN of friends equally be- , 


Joyed, acy ok 

Ereti having acdneeed Spink sive fehts, return 
ed.to the boat,) in which. were a number of 
weeping ‘beauties, made fill more lovely by 


their tears;;— — With him):went Actourou, to~ 


take a melancholy leave of a lovely damfel, the 
dear object of hisregatd., .He took three pearls 
from. his ears, which he delivered.as a. love- 
token to the defponding beauty ;. embraced her 
afsectionately, tore, himfelf, from her arms, and 
left 1t-to time and. tears, to reftore her ferenity 
of mind.—-Who that, reads. this. narrative can. 
fuppofe, that.an Indian has lefs Henig pf fouk 
than an European! 


4 , 


Mont. Bougainville now sige: toa sfetine 


tion of the ifland of Otaheite, with an account: 
of the: manners: and» Bae ti of. its: inhabi- 


tants; and in this part) of his: hiftory we thall.. 
trace him-with the pen of accuracy, rast f 


Therelis:aifine bays about ten, “ila in. depth 
between a! cape, which, advances. to the north, 
and: thedouth-eaft pointof the ifland. .Towards 
the! bottom of this bay the coatt is almott level, 
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and 
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and this part appears to be the beft peopled, as 
well as the moft agreeable part of ‘the country. 
In a paflage ‘between the’ two moft northerly 
iflands, ‘there is good anchorage for thirty vef- 
fels) ’ The reft of the coaft is mountainous land, 
and in’ molt places is encompaffed by reefs of 
rocks} fome of which’ are almoft covered ‘by 
the fea, ‘while others are left fufficiently deftitute 
of water to be confidered as iflands. On thefe 


the natives’ kindle fires every night, that the | 


crews of their boats may fith in fafety. Between 
thefe rocks are fpaces, through which a fhip 
may enter, but will: it meant to get an- 
chorage. | 

The mountains’ at a PONE the coaft 
are much higher than it is ufual for hills to be 
in countries of no greater extent.. Thefe, being 
covered with verdure and fruits of various 
beautiful and délicious kinds, afford the richeft 
profpedct that the imagination can form an idea 
of. ‘Springs, iffuing from the mountains, form 
themfelves into rivulets, which meandring 
through the say ferve at once to fertilize 
and adorn ‘if. © 

On the level parts of the ifland the houles 


are erected, under the fhadeof fruit trees ; not 


in regular towns or villages, but feparately, and 
where! the fancy ‘of the‘owner fhall fix the fpot, 
Public’ walks, kept’ in the neateft order, lead 
from one AB ae to’ ee throughout the 
 afland, 


we Pek he nk ~ we earls 
; * n wee % yal 


. 
Pbee * 

VOR Se 
+, = ="? 2 


ay 


weer te om —_— 
Ce eek + in Sac Se OL» 
> a et ee ee Oe 


as4 M.pr BOUGAINVILLE’s Vorace 
ifland, fo that the whole appears one ene of 
enchanted ground. 

The Srineipi fruits of the ifland are. plan- 
tains, cocoa-nuts, yams, curafiol okras, and 
the bread-fruit. Indico and fugar-canes grow 
wild; and two fubftances proper for dying, one 
red and the other yellow, was found: among 
the natives; but Monf. Bougainville could 
not learn from what eee they were pro- 
duced. 

While Aotourou was on board the Boudeufe, 

it appeated, that he was acquainted with many 

of the plants and fruits in the poffeffion’ of the 
French, which he called by their Indian names. 
Indeed, the fame productions are common to 
moft countriés within the tropics. 4 

“The natives ufe the'cedar- wood, which grows 
on the mountains, for the conftruction’ of the 
largeft boats; and they make a fort of pikes, 


of a very heavy black wood.* Their ‘fimaller 


boats aré made’of the wood of the bread-frait 


tree, which isextremély foft, and full of gum. _ 


The ifland of Otaheite produces ‘very tich 


pearls, which are worn by the women and chil- 3 


dren; but.’ thefe’ “were. fecreted jalmoft as foon 
as the French landed, and weré {een no’mote 
during their flay. ~A°fore’of caftanets, inftru- 
ments ufed by thé Indian dancers, are’ formed 
out of the fhells‘of the!pearl-oyfters:.9°) "8" 


The only quadrupedes feen on the ifland 


were hogs, {mall but handiome dogs ; and 
rats ; 
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fats; the laft of which are very numerous, 
Of winged animals there are, parroquets of 
exquifite beauty, the feathers of which are red 
and blue,, moft “happily blended: pidgeons, 
rather larger than ours, of a deep blue colour, 
and moft delicate tafte: and common domeftic 
poultry, differing in no refpect from thofe of 
Europe. The hogs and fowls feed on plantains 
only, fo.that the purity of their food muft en- 
fure the goodnefs of the meat. 
 Monf:-Bougainville obtained, by his traffick 
with the natives, about.140 hogs, and more 
than eight hundred fowls; and he might have 
procured much. larger numbers, if his flay had 
been longer. 

No venomous animals were Gen on this ifland, 
nor any of thofe noxious infects, which are 
common to, and are the greateft curfe of, hot 
elimoatess 

There can remain no ib of the falubrity 
*: the air of Oraheite; for though the French 
Jaboured hard all day. in the heat of the fun, 
and were frequently in the water, and flept 
all night in. the open air, on the bare ground, 
not a fingle perfon contraéted any diforder ; 
while thofe who were: landed for the cure 
of the .feurvy recovered very faft, and 
many of them acquired. fo. much. ftrength, 
that their cure was. jpatieatse en board “the 
or ; 


Our 
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Our author mentions, as an undoubted proof 
of the healthinefs of the climate, the {treneth 
of its inhabitants, who grow to an extreme 
old age, without feeling any of its inconve- 
niences, though they fleep only on a few leaves, 
itrewed on the ground, in huts ill adapted to 
defend them from the inclemencies of the 
weather.’ | i 

The chief articles of food among the natives 
are fifh and vegetables. Fleth is feldom eaten 
even by grown perfons; and bythe young women 
and children never. Their drink is pure water; 
and from this temperance doubtlefs arifes, in a 
great meafure, that freedom from difeafe, which 
is one of their greateft bleflings. ‘Phefe people 
were averfe to the tafte and f{mell of every 
thing ftrong ; particularly tobacco, {pices, 
brandy and wine. 

The natives of Otaheite are OE two difting 
tribes, having no perfonal refemblance, yet 
practifing the fame cuftoms, aflociating together 
in the moft friendly manner, and converfing in 
the fame diale&t. The firft race of thefe peo. 
ple are much taller, larger, and better pro- 
portioned than the other. Few of thefe are 
lefs than fix feet high, and, fo extremely well 
made, that, as our author fays, “in order to 
*¢ paint a Hercules or a Mars, one could no 
© where find fuch beautiful models.” Their 
features are perféGtly like thofe of the inkabi- 
tants of Europe: their hair i is. black, and their 
fkins, 
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fkins rather brown; but. this is attributed to 
their being fo much expofed to the fun and airs 
Monf, Bousdnvile does not fay which of the 
European nations they refemble, and therefore 
it mutt be concluded, that he means the F tench ; 
in which cafe an Enelith lady would fcarcely g give 
him credit for the extravagant encomiums 
which he lavifhes on the beauty of the Otahei- 
teans ; on the contrary, fhe will be apt to con- 
clude, that better models for a Hercules or a 
Mars may be found between Berwick upon 
Tweed, and the lands-end in Cornwall, 

The other tribe of thefe Indians are about 
the middle fature, have almoft the features and 
complexion of Mulattoes, and rough, curled 
hair, as {trong as the briftles of a hog, Ao- 
tourou was of this tribe, and the fon of one of 
the Chiefs of the ifland. 

Our author fays that this Indian’s want of per= 
fonal beauty, was ‘amply recompenfed by the 
goodnefs of his underftanding 3 but this afler- 
tion has been flatly contradicted by the tefti- 
mony of feveral Enelifh gentlemen, who faw 
Aotourou, during his refidence at Paris, and 
who reprefent him as one of the moft ignorant 
blockheads they had ever known. Hence 
it fhould feem, that Englith and French ideas 
are extremely at Variance, - refpecting Indian 
abilities and attainments. _ 


Both the tribes thave the “upper part of the 


face, permitting the beard onthe chin tO STOW, 
Li and 
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and a whifker on: each lip.. Some of them 
bind the. hair on the top of the head, while 
others cut it fhort, but all of them rub the oil 
of the cocoa-nut into the hair and beard. 
They permit all their nails to grow to a great 
length, except that of the middle finger of the | 
right hand. Among thefe people one cripple 
only was feen; and it was fuppofed that he got 
his hurt by a fall, The Surgeon informed 
Monf. Bougainville, that many of the natives 
were marked with the {mall pox: and he fays, 
he took every precaution that the venereal. dif- 
order fhould not be communicated to thefe 
happy, unoffending people ; but it appears from. 
Captain Cook’s account,. that fome unge=, 
nerous Frenchman was bafe enough to plant, 
this dreadful malady, inacountry where, from 
Monf. Bougainville’s own account, it is more, 
likely to fpread than in any other part of the. 
world, on account of the extreme attachment: 
of the inhabitants to the Cytherean fports.— 
Aotourou is probably arrived at his native. 
country before this time, and has informed the 
iflanders that their late vifitors were French. 
men; in which cafe the poor Indians will have. 
ample reafon to call the diforder by its genuine 
name, the Frencu difeafe. . 

The ladies and gentlemen of Otaheite fain , 
the lower parts of their backs, and their thighs, 
with a deep blue ; the method of doing which 


having been ewe mentioned in our account , 
at 


of Captain Cook’s voyage, need+ not be here 
repeated. Monf. Bougainville mentions it as a 
fingular circumftance, that the pradlice of 
painting the body has always prevailed among 
the people of all countries, at the time when 
they bordered on a ftate of nature: it is, in- 
deed, a well known fact, that the ancient Bri- 
tons were found ftained with wood, when Ju- 
lius Czfar made his firft defcent on this ifland. 
The natives of Otaheite wear pearls, and 
flowers of different kinds, in their ears. They 
likewife make a frequent pratice of bathing 
their bodies, conftantly wafhing themielves be- 
fore they either eat or drink; fo that they are 
to be ranked among the moft cleanly people in 
the univerfe. Pee ae 
Our author reprefents thefe iflanders as good" 
natured and benevolent in. a’high decree. He 
fays, that, though the feveral diftricts are go- 
verned each by its own Chief, public war, or 
private animofity feemed to be equally unknown 
on the ifland.’ The natives feem not to enter- 
> tain even the flighteft doubt of the integrity of 
each other, and appear to enjoy, in common, 
whatever is neceflary to the fupport of life. 
Their houfes are always open night and day, 
and whoever enters may freely eat of whatever 
he finds, In like manner they gather fruit 
from every tree; and all the level country being 
a kind of continued orchard, feems to be but 
One common property. 
| | Ln ay . Yet 


ed 
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on, the confequences of their battles are very 
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Yet were thefe people, with fuch exalted 
ideas of general benevolence, moft dextrous in 
{tealing the property of the French, The 
Chiefs, however, did not encourage their in- 
feriors in thefe depredations ; on ae contrary, 
they requefted the officers to kill thofe who 
fhould be detected in an act of theft: but they 
would never take this difagreeable tafk on them- 
felves.-When a thief was pointed out to 
Ereti, he would run after till he had overtaken 
him, and then compelling him to reftore the 
ftolen goods, he punifhed the offence by a num 
ber of ftripes. 

Mont. Bougainville fays, he had conceived 
an idea, that thefe people had no feverer pu- 
nifhment among them than this kind of whip- 
ping; for they feemed to commiferate the fate 
of fome of the French feamen, whom they 
faw put in irons ; but our author has been fince 
informed, that they have. a cuftom of punifh-- 
ing theft, by hanging the felon on a tree. 

Although the inhabitants of Otaheite main-— 


tain perpetual peace among themielves; yet 


it feldom happens, but that they are engaged in 
war with the natives of the adjacent iflands. 
They have large veffels, called Periaguas, 


in which they defcend on the enemies country, 


and even engage in fea-fights. A pike and a 
bow witha fling are all their arms. _ | 
If Aotourou’s information is to be depended 


fatal 


| 
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fatal to the vanquifhed. The men and boys 
who are made prifoners, are {tripped of their 
fkins, and the beards of the men are taken off, 


and carried away in triumph, as enfigns of the 


victory. The conquerors take with them the 
women and girls, with whom they frequently 
cohabit—Aotourou declared himfelf the fon of 
one of thefe unnatural alliances, his mother 
being a native of Oopoa, an ifland not far dif- 


tant from Otaheite, with the inhabitants of 


which they are frequently at war. Monf. Bou- 


gainville afcribes the difference obferved be- 


tween the two races of people, to this inter- 
courfe with the captive women of the adjacent 
iflands. 


The principal people on the ifland have a 
number of fervants, who fubmit to their or- | 
ders with the moft unreferved obedience ; and,> 


in each diftrict, the will of the Chief is a law, 


- from the authority of which there is no appeal ; 


but the Chief himfelf does not come to any 
refolution refpecting matters of great import- 
ance, till he has previoufly confulted with the 
principal inhabitants. The reader will recol- 
ject, that the truth of this circumftance is 
evinced, by the repeated counfels which were 
held on occafion of the French having deter- 


mined to take up their refidence on fhore. 


When an inhabitant of Otaheite dies, his 
body is depofited ona kind of bier, placed un- 
der a fhed, to which the women refort daily, 

: and 
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and anoint the corpfe with the oil of the cocoa= 
mut. In thefe places they are left, till all the 
flefh is wafted from the bones, and then the 
‘fkeleton is conveyed to the hut of his relations, 


where a perfon, who appears to have great au- ~ 


thority, attends, and being dreffed in a habit 
peculiar to the occafion, he performs fome fo- 
demn ceremonies : but how long the fkeletons 
are kept in the houfes, our author had no Op- 
“portunity of knowing, 

Monf, Bougainville endeavoured to learn of 
-Aotourou the religious ceremonies of his coune 
trymen; and, if they mutually underflood 
each other, it will appear, that the people of 


Otaheite are fuperftitions in a high degrees 


that the fupreme authority is vefted in the 
priefts;: that their principal Deity is called 
Eri-t-Era, that is, King of Light, or ‘of the 
Sun; befides whom they acknowledgea number 
of inferior divinities, fome of whom produce 
evil, and others good: that the general name 
of thefe miniftering fpirits is Earoua; and that 
the natives fuppofe two of thefe divinities attend 
each affair of confequence in human life, de- 
termining its fate either erenteseeny or other- 
wile. 

To one entice our auiige frees in 
decifive terms. He fays, that when the moon 
exhibits a certain afpeét, which bears the name 
of Malama Tamai, (the moon in a ftate of war] 
the natives offer up human facrifices, 


Monf, 
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- Monf. Bougainville mentions -one circum- 
flance, as a proof that thefe people originated 
on the continent, from whence their ancettors 
muft have emigrated. When any one fneezes, his 
companions cry out, Hvaroua-t-eatoua; “ that. 
« is, may the good genius awaken thee;” or, 
** may not the evil genius lull thee afleep.” 

The principal people on the ifland appear 
to have many wives; and our author thinks. 
polygamy is common among them all. The 
rich are chiefly diftinguifhed from the poor by 
keeping a greater number of the fair fex; for 
univerfal love is the characteriftic of the inha- 
bitants of Otaheite. Both the parents feem. 
eqally fond of nurfing their infants, The men. 
employ themfelves principally in war, fifhing, 
and agriculture, while the women have little to 
do, but to render themfelves agreeable by their, 
affiduity to pleafe: they fubmit implicitly to the 
will of the men, and the woman who fhould: 
proftitute herfelf without the permiffion of her. 
hufband, would atone for her infidelity with, 
her life, Yet is the permiffion of the hufband 
to gratify her paffions, in what way the pleafe,» 
fo eafily obtained, that thefe fair ones are not’ 
under the Ieaft temptation to difobedience: in 

fact, the wife generally yields. her perfon at the . 
folicitation of her hufband ; jealoufy, therefore, 
one would imagine, mutt be a paffion quite un- 
known amone them. | | 


The 
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The fingle woman follows, implicitly, the 
dictates of her heart, and yields her perfon at 
her own difcretion ; and, the more numerous the 

favours fhe has granted, the better her chance 
of obtaining a hufband. The examples perpe- 
tually before her eyes, the hymeneal fongs of 
the natives, their dances, and their attitudes, 
added to the fedu€tive warmth of the climate, 
all con{fpire to render that circumftance no vice 
at Otaheite, which would be deemed fo in Eng- 
land. Love is at once the bufinefs and the’ — 
pleafure of the natives of this ifland; and at 
his fhrine, all its inhabitants bend with the moft 
fervent devotion. They dance to the mufic of 
adrum, and fing to the flute blown with the 
nofe. They likewife divert themfelves, _ occa- 
fionally, with a kind of wreftling, which at 
once braces the nerves, and relaxes the mind ; 
though in this place, of all partsof the world, 
the mind feems to require the leaft relaxation, 
for almoft the whole bufinefs of the ilanders 
confifts in pleafure. eine 

Our author fays, that the inhablealtg of 
Otaheite are a witty and humorous people, “which 
he attributes to their living in eafe and jollity.— 
That eafe may make a man happy, we will 
readily allow ; but that it can create humour, or 
infpire wit, we muft beg leave to deny :—per- 

haps the dulleft fellows this day to be found on 
the habitable globe, are among thofe who are 
eafy and independant in point of fortune, and 
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perhaps, too, fome of the moft humorous and 
witty may be found among thofe who know 
‘not where to obtain a fecond fhilling when the 
prefent is expended. This, at leaft, is the cafe 
in London: it may, poffibly, fare differently 
with the Parifians, almoft all of whom being 
poor and merry, may fancy themfelves wits 
and humourifts. Ina word, wit and humour 
are not the gifts of fortune, but of Nature, 
Monf. Bougainville charges the people of 
-Otaheite with a ficklenefs of aifsattion, which 
was deemed aftonifhing. Every new objeét 
ftruck their attention, but nothing engaged it 
for more than a few minutes. To reflect was, 
to them, a work of labour, and they feemed 
_ to. prefer bodily to mental exercifes.—This, 
with our ingenious author’s permiffion, is a proof 
of their cood fenfe: every man, who can think 
at all, Aatt know, that the labour of the mind 
exceeds that of the limbs, in proportion as the 
foul is fuperior to the body ! For this reafon we 
ol a an artift as we pay a porter; the one 
will‘earn an hundred pounds, while the other is 
drudging for as many fhillings: but the porter 
can drudge on for life, while the artilt, if he 
acquire not fufficient to retire with decency at 
an early period, will pine away a wretched old 
age in unmerited penury ! © | 


The natives of Otaheite are ingenious, be- 
yond defcription, in the conftruétion. of their 
fithing-tackle, the hooks of which are of mo- 
M m ther- 
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ther-of pearl, and wrought as nicely as if with 
European tools... With Phteads drawn from the 
American aloe they. form their nets, which. are 
made like thofe of France, and other nations, of 
Europe. Their houfes, too, are exceedingly 


- well built, and the palm- -leaves, with which they : 


are thatched, are laid on with, great vr and 
tafle. ; 

The boats (or periaguas) s) of thefe naa are 
of two kinds. ibe former very large, hollow- 
ed out of. huge trees, and finifhed, with much 
talte, parts - other trees being added as. or- 
naments :— the latter fall, and Of much yuder 
conftruétion. —But thefe kinds of. boats having 
been repeatedly defcribed in this and other books 
of Voyages, it is unneceflary to. fay more, of 
them. 

In order to convey hemicives a ict: one ied 
to another, they fx beams of wood from. the 
ftarboard fide of one veflel. to the larboard of 
the other, leaving an intermediate _ fpace., of 
fomething more than.a) yards, and;-oyver the 
{tern of both the..boats, they, erect et kindof 
hut, lightly built, and covered: with. reeds, 


‘ which ferves as a repofitory for their: provifions, 


and a fhelter again{ft the PSR A of, the 
weather. ei 
Two boats thus lafhed, together. never, cover- 
fet; and are therefore eiaiet 3 in ufe among, the 
people of fuperior rank: the fails of thefe yef- 
| fels 
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fels are nearly {quare, and confift’ of mats, 
ftretched out ‘by means of | pieces of cane. 
ae The only tools i in ufe among the natives of 
Otahelte are pieces “of fhells’ rea fharp, for 
boring holes in wood, anda chiffel, in the Eu- 
ropean make, the blade of sibian is formed of 
a hard black ftone. 

The natives manufacture that remarkable 
kind of cloth which forms their drefg: a fhrub 
is cultivated near all the Indian huts, from the 
rind of which this cloth is made, by beating it 
onafmooth board, and occafionally fprinkling 
je with water, till it'is as thin’ as paper, and 
fomething like it, only much more pliable, 
“Thus they make cloth of different thicknefs, 
‘which they afterwards dye; but their procefs 
in the dying it Monti (Pablo had no op- 
‘portunity of feeing. 

* Our author now employs two or three pages 
a ‘defence of his conduct in bringing Aotourou 
from his native ifland, in anfwer to fome illibe- 
‘ral reflections which had bees caft on him; and 
then’ he‘procéeds to defcribe fome particulars of 
thé Indidh’s’ Behaviour during his refidence, 
This account fhould certainly have appeared 
as a fupplement to the ‘Volume 5 but we take it 
as it ftands, 
“Mont? Bougainville fays he endeavoured, at 
‘a gteat trouble and expence, ‘to render Aotou- 
rou’s tefidence’at Paris both improving and en- 
“tertaining tohim. The curiofity of the public 
Mm 2 to 
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to view this flranger was infatiable ; and the 
foolith Parifians were aftonifhed to learn; that 
there was any country on the face of the earth, 
where neither French, Englifh, nor Spanith 
was {poken. Monf. Bougainville happily ridi- 
cules this ftrange kind of ignorance ; but he 
does not feem to wonder, that it fhould prevail 
“among thofe who had never been without the 
walls of the city which gave them birth: 

Our author is likewife very fevere ona fet of 
critics, who feemed to wonder that Aotourou ~ 
could live among Frenchmen almoft tWO. years, 
and yet learn only a very few words of wee 
language. ‘To account for this, Monf. Bou- 
gainville mentions a phyfical obftruction in the 
organs of his fpeech; his age, which rather 
exceeded thirty years ; the deficiency of a me- 
mory never exercifed by ftudy; and the pof 
felling only a very limited number of idéas, 
relative to the trifling wants of the natives of 
his happy ifland. Hence our author concludes, 
that he muft firft of all have created “ a world | 
‘* of previous ideas, in a mind as ‘indolent as 
“* his, body”, before he could adapt them ta 
the French words proper to exprefs, them. 

Though Aotourou was thus deficient in the 
language of France, yet the ftreets. of Paris 
were quite familiar to him... He went out daily 
without attendants, and found his way readily — 
through the whole city. He frequently bought 
things, and was feldom defrauded in the pur-. 
chafe, 
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chafe. None of the public diverfions had any 
charms for him but the opera, to which he went 
regularly: for he knew the nights on which it 


was to be performed, and paid the fame for ad- 


mittance as other people: his great fondnefs 
for dancing was what rendered the opera {fo a- 
greeable to him. 
_ He was exceedingly grateful to thofe who 
conferred any obligations on him, nor did he 
ever forget their perfons or their favours. The 
dutchefs of Choifeul ftood foremoft in the litt 
of his friends, and he expreffed more gratitude 
for the polite attention with which fhe treated 
him, than even for the numerous prefents which 
he received at her hands: and as often as he 
heard of that lady’s being arrived from her 
country-feat, he would immediately go and vifit 
heray / 
After a refidence of eleven months at Paris, 
Aotourou was put on board the Briffon, at Ro- 
chelle, which fhip was deftined to convey him 
to theifle of France, whither orders were fent to 
the Governor and intendant, to tranfport him 
thence to his own country. Monf. Bougainville 
gave about 14001. fterling, towards the fitting 
out the Briffon for this voyage; and the Dut- 
chels of Choifeul ordered a confiderable fum to 
be expended in cattle, feeds, implements of 
hufbandry, &e. which were fhipped for the 
ufe of the natives of Otaheite. Monf. .Bou- 
gainville concludes this part of his narrative 
| with 


: . ae. < ae eh: , : “ AE Y ‘s eed 
~ oe te a Oa RS eae a rae 


. te 


7 
* 
~ 


ba 
tas 


nina 7 
Or nc! tok 

UP: She, hi te. 

~<a te ! J 1 


a —— 
¥ « 
, 2." 
Tg) 
- 
. 


270, M. DE BOUGAINVILLE’s VOYAGE 


with. the following very humane and equally 

political. with. .**.O may Aotourou pe fee 

his countrymen ¢ again Pe. on 
Our author, now. proceeds. to enter us of 


cial particulars, with which his converfation 


with this adventrous iflander had made him 
acquainted, If Moonf, Bougainville. be. not 
mifled . in his information, the {tate of facts 
will appear to be, that the inhabitants of Ota- 
heite pay, their devotions to the Deity, at the 
rifing and fetting of the fun; that their fupreme 
God is ‘incapable of reprefentation ; bur. that 
they ‘have two. clafles of inferior deities, -who 
are reprefented by figures carved. in cite 
Exclufive of thefe regular devotions, the. nae 
tives of Otaheite prattice ch number of fuper- 
ftitious ceremonies, in order. to. avert ther i in- 
fluence of the evil Pen tt 

While Aotourou was at Bate 4 in 1769, a : 


comet ¢ appeared, which furnithed _ Monf, Bou- 


gainville with an opportunity. of knowing that 


thefe kind of ftars had been frequently obferved 


at Otaheite ; 5 but that the natives do, not fap- 
pole that they are. portentous of. any evil con- 
iequence ; on the contrary, what: we call fhoot- 
ing ftars, are, by thefe people, deemed evil 
genii—How far it was poffible. for. Aotourou 
to explain himfelf to Monf, Bougainville, on 
aftronomical fubjets, is left to the cre S re- 
fection, 
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The more enlightened people of Otaheite 
have names for the fun, moon, and ftars; by 
which, without the affiftance of the needle or 
compaf{s, they fteer their courfe ‘night and day, 
failing, ‘at fome times, not lefs than eight hun- 
dred miles from ifland to ifland. In’ dhl day- 
time they are guided ae the fun, and by the 
ftars in the night, f 
‘Mont, Bougainville learnt from Aotourou 
the names’ of feveral iflands, in the feas near 
 Otaheite, the natives of fome of which were 
in friendthip, and thofe of others at War, with 
his countrymen. Of the former are Tapoua- 
maffou, — Oumaitia, Aca, Maoroua, and  Ai- 
meo'; of the fatter, Oopoa, Toumaraa, Otaa, 
Aiatea, and Papara ; all which are reprefented as 
about equal | in extent ‘with Otaheite. 

“There is ‘an ifland, called Pare, the tiie 
tants of which are alternately at war and in 
triendthip with the natives of Otaheite, In 
thefe feas are likewife two fthall iflands, called 
Toupai, and Enoua-Motou, which are not in- 
habited, ‘but yield ‘abundance of fruit, ‘fowls, 
and hogs, “while their coalts abound | with tur- 
tle, and other fith;’ ‘but the. people ‘of Ota- 
heite. conceiving thefe iflands to be the refidence 
of evil’ eenii,: ‘deem it a certain fign of mil- 
fortune, aba either curiofity or chance: fhould | 
lead any Boat to their coalts ; ; and itis fappoled, 
that thofe who endeavour to land there will 
perifh in the attempt. 


The 
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The moft diftant of all the iflands above- 
mentioned is not more’ than about fifteen days 
fail from Otaheite, even with the boats of that 
iand; and Monf. Bougainville conjectures, 
that Aotourou had no idea of going farther 
when hé embarked on board the Boudeufe.— 
If this conjeCture be well founded, there cer- 
tainly was not fo much magnanimity in this In- 
dian’s behaviour as we have been hitherto taught 
to believe :—but there are great inconfiftencies 


in the writings of our voyager, which the rea-_ 


der will pardon, in favour of his vanity. It is 
our duty to correct and amend as we proceed. 
Monf. Bougainville at firft imagined, that the 
inhabitants of Otaheite were nearly equal in 
point of rank, and that their happinefs was to 
be envied, from their fuppofed equality: bur 
he now, from the information of Aotourou, 
corrects that error, and confefles that, ‘* the 


< diftin@tion of ranks is very great,” and “ the 


‘¢ difproportion very tyrannical.” —The Chiets, 


and other men in power, difpofe of the lives _ 


of their dependants at their pleafure; and our 
author thinks, that they have the power of ex- 
erting this cruel prerogative over the common 
people, who are not immediately dependant on 
them. The vulgar are diftinguifhed by the 
appellation of Tata einow, that is, vile men; 
and it is mentioned, as an indubitable fact, 

that thofe doomed for facrifices are felected from 
the Plebeian race. The Grandees only eat fifh 


ang 
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and fiefh, while the common people fubfitt 
entirely on pulfe and fruits, Indeed the dif- 
tinction of rank appears to be very great; for 
' perfons of eminence are lighted from place to 
place in the night, with a wood of {uperior 
quality to that which the vulgar are allowed to 
burn. The tree called the weeping willow is 
planted only before the houfes of the Chiefs or 
Kings, and their public dinners are held be- 
neath its fhade. 

The fervants of the great men are diftin- 
suifhed by a kind of fafh, worn round the 
body, which is placed acrofs the loins, or highs 
erup, till it comes clofe under the arm-pits, 
in proportion to the rank of the matter. 

The natives of Otaheite make two regular 
meals daily, one juft after noon, and the other 
as foon as the fun is gone down. The fervarts 
cook the victuals, which are ferved up by the 
wives, who eat after their hufbands have done. 

When the men die, the women go into 
mourning for them; but this compliment is 
not returned on the part of the men. The chil- 
dren wear mourning a long time after the death 
of the father, and on the deceafe of a king, 
the whole nation is in fables. The mourning 
confifts of a head-drefs of black feathers, and 

a veil drawn over the face. 

Aotourou informed Monf. Bougainville, that 
this veil was very favourable to the wifhes of 
thole women whofe hufbands were not fo com- 

Noa plaifant © 
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plaifant as his countrymen in general are. This 
arifes from the following circumftance. . When 
the mourners go out, a number of flaves walk 
before them, beating the caftanets to a folemn 
melancholy tune, which is confidered as a notice: 
for all perfons to keep at a diflance from the 
afflitted: thus, the veil over the face, and 
the found of an inftrument from which every 
one flies, cannot but be au!picious to the with- 
es of the enraptured lovers. 

When any perfon is dangeroufly ill, all his ~ 
relations repair to his houfe, and remain there 
till he is either dead or out of danger, each, in 
his turn, attending the fick man. Their me- 
thod of bleeding is very fingular. An inferior 
prieft, called Yaoua, is the phyfician, who 
itrikes the cranium with a piece of fharp 
wood, which opens the fagittal vein; and when he 

. deems the patient to have bled fufficiently, he 
ties on a bandage, which clofes the orifice; the 
day following he wafhes the wound, and no 
ill confequence enfues. | bit 

Monf. Bougainville fays, that the preceding 
account contains every thing he could learn re- 
{pecting the cuftoms of Otaheite, either on the c 
ifland, or from the information of Aotourou. 
Our author remarks, that fome words {poken 
by the natives of Otaheite, are to be found in 
a vocabulary at the end of La Maire’s voyage, 
under the title of the ** Vocabulary of Cocos 
** ifland”, which being mentioned as lying 

nearly 
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: neatly: in the fame latitude with Otdheite, is 


conjectured to be one of thofe iflands, the names 
of which were recited by Aotourou. 

The language of the people of Otaheite is 
defcribed by Mont, Bougainville as extremely 
harmonious, and eafy of pronunciation, con- 
fifting chiefly of vowels, and having no afpi- 
rates. He‘ fays alfo that it has no nafal, mute, 
or half fyilables; nor ‘* that quantity of con- 
*¢ fonants and articulations, which render fome 


 Janguages fo difficult.” Hence, he concludes, 
- arofe the difficulty of teaching Aotourou the 


French tongue ; but he thinks it would have 
been a work of much lefs labour to have taught 
him the Italian or Spanith. 

How far our author is right in his conjectures, 


it would be no eafy tafk to determine; for the 


direct contrary of what he fays of the language 


of thefe iflanders has been obferved by the 


Englifh navigators. As we have already given 
fome vocabularies, we fhall, at the conclufion 
of this narrative, give that of Monf. Bougain- 


ville, that the reader may determine whether 


the Englifh' or the French voyagers have the 
beft pretenfions to credibility. | 

Monf. Bougainville informs us, that a gen- 
tieman of Paris, diftinguifhed by his {kill in 


teaching the art of fpeech to perfons born deaf 


and dumb, repeatedly examined Aotourou, 
and found that he could not naturally pronounce 
Nan 2 any 
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any of the French nafal vowels, and but very 
few of the confonants. 

Our author is of opinion, that the language 
of Otaheite is fufficiently copious, and he 
grounds this opinion en the following cireum-_ 
ftances. Whenever, during the voyage, Ao- 
tourou was ftruck with any new obje@, he im- 
mediately exprefled his fentiments in a kind of 
extempore blank verfe; and he alfo répéated 
daily a long prayer, which he called “the 
‘< prayer of the Kings,” not a dozen words of ~ 
which Monf. Bougainville underftood, or heard 
him repeat on any other occafion. 

Aotourou informed the Commodore, that an 
Englifh thip had arrived at Otaheite about eight 
months before the French touched at that ifland, 
‘This (fays our author) was the veflel command- 
ed by Captain Wallace; and he afcribes the 
knowledge of iron, which was obferved among 
the natives, to this vifit of the Englith, efpe- 


cially as they call it Aouri, which is not very 


unlike our word zroz. Our Frenchman likewife 
gives a very ungenteel hint, that the poor In- 
dians were indebted to the Enelith for the ve- 
nereal difeafe ; but the contrary of this is known 
to be the fact. 


Monf. Bougainville now proceeds to give an 
account of his departure from Otaheite, and 


-his. difcovery of other iflands in the fouthern 
pacific ocean. On the morning of the 16th of 


April, 1768, he difcovered what he thoughttq — 
be» 


a 
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be three other iflands; but it was afterwards 
found to be only one, the high lands of which 
had, at a diftance, given it the appearance of 
feparate iflands. At a confiderable diftance be- 
yond this ifland, they faw another, which Ao- 
tourou told them was called Oumaitia; that the 
natives of it were in alliance with the people 
of Otaheite; that there was a girl on the ifland 
to whom he had a ftrong attachment; .and that 
if the Commodore would touch there, he would 
meet with the fame kind of neceffaries, and the 
fame hofpitable treatment, as he had experien- 
ced among his countrymen.. 


Our circumnavigator, however, deaf to all 


thefe perfuafive arguments, held on his way, 
and loft fight of the ifland the fame day. The 
fucceeding night proving remarkably fair, and 
the ftars appearing with unclouded luttre, 
Aotourou pointed out a contftellation in the 
fhoulder of Orion, and expreffed a with, that 
the fhip’s courfe might be direéted by it, in 
confequence of which they would, in two 


_ days time, arrive at a fine ifland where he had. 


a numerous acquaintance; and it was conjec- 
tured, from his hints, that he had allo a child 
there. As Monf. Bougainville perlifted in his 
refolution not to alter the fhip’s courfe, Ao- 
-tourou became very uneafy, and endeavoured 
to perfuade him to fteer for the defired port, 
by affuring him, that the ifland abounded in 
hogs, fowls, fruits, and, what he feemed to 
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think would be the moft prevailing argument, 
fine women, who were abundantly liberal of 
their favours. 

Mortified in a high degree that his reafons 
did not operate with the Commodore, he ‘ran 
to the fteerage, and feizing the wheel.of the 
helm, tried to fteer for his favourite ifle, nor 
Was it without great. difficulty on the part of 
the helm’s-man, and equal. vexation on that~ 
of the poor Indian, that he was prevented from 
carrying his defign into execution, ° r 

Early,on the following morning he climbed 
to the maft-head, where he remained feveral 
hours, anxioufly looking out forthe {pot which 
had fo much attracted his regard, 

On the preceding night» he) pointed out a 
great number of ftars, and informed Monf, 
Bougainville of their names in the language of 
Otaheite; and it was afterwards certainly knowns 
that this iflander was not unacquainted with 
the phafes of the moon, and: that: he- was 
learned in thofe prognofticks, which evince an 


approaching change of the weather... It like= 


wife appeared, that his countrymen were not 
uninformed in this kind of knowledge, fo ule- 
ful to people whofe wants or curiofity frequent- 
ly carry them to fea, where they have no com- 
pafs to direct their courfe, except their own 


judgment, and the fight of the ceeleftial con- 
ftellations. 
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Monf. Bougainville confeffes, that the na- 
tives of Otaheite are fully convinced that the 
fun and moon are peopled; and he afks, 
“© What Fontenelle taught them the plurality 
<< of worlds ??——'We will anfwer him.—The 
omnipotent Creator of all worlds, who Gills all 
{pace 5 whofe power gave birth, and whofe 
prefence gives life to nature, and who has pour- 
ed his bounties, with unfparing hand, on every 
part of his creation. 

Our hiftorian having acknowledged, that thefe 
iflanders are poflefled of fuch great and fupe- 
rior talents, has» certainly no right to call, or 
to deem, them /avages. Is a man a favage be- 
caufe he happens to be born in a different 
part of the world from us; becaufe he is unac- 
quainted with the languages of Europe, and 
untaught: in cuftoms, which he could never, 
from the locality of his fituation, have an op- 
portunity of learning ? The hiftorians, and par- 
ticularly the navigators of this quarter of the 
globe, are very cenfurably fond of diftinguifh- 
ing, by the title of favages, all thofe who are 
happy enough to be born in milder climates, 
and to live and die, uninftructed in thofe arts 
of refinement, and unfkilled in that bafenefs of 
infincerity, which are at once the characterif- 
tick, the boaft, and the ee of the Chrif- 
tian world. 

The weather continued fine till the end of 
April, at which time the principal pilot on board 

: the 
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the Boudeufe died of an apoplectic fit. In 
the beginning of the month of May, three iflands 
were difcovered at the diftance of ten or twelve 
leagues to the north-wefl ; but thefe were un- 
known to Aotourou, who imagined that it was 
Monf. Bougainville’s «country. The moon 
fhone bright in the night, during which they 
kept fight of the iffands, and in the morning 
fteered for the largeft, the eaftern fhore of which 
they coafted, and found it about nine miles in 
length. : 
The -coafts of this ifland are remarkably 
fleep, and, in fact, the whole of it-is little elfe 
than an enormous ‘hill, cloathed with trees. 
Several fires were feen on fhore, a fmall num+ 
ber of houfes covered with reeds, under the 
fhade of cocoa-nut trees, and more than twenty 
of the natives running haftily along the coaft. 
The two {mailer iflands were each about a 
mile anda half in leagth, and feparated from 
the larger one by an arm of the fea; in fhape 
and appearance they are very much like the 
former. 
The Commodore All civen directions to 
fteer between the iflands, re a boat, with 
five Indians in her, was obferved coming off | 
towards the fhip. She advanced very near, 
but, though every figh of friendly invitation 
was made, not one of the natives would ven- 
ture on board. They had no kind of cloath- 
ing but a bandage round the waitt; and as they 
could 
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could not be prevailed on to come up the 
fhip’s fide, Aotorou ftripped himfelf, leaving 
on nothing more than what they wore, and ad- 


_dreffed them in the language of Otaheite; but 


they underftood not a word of what he faid. 

As they held up fome cocoa-nuts, and other 
vegetables, and feemed to with to barter them 
for fome trinkets which were fhewn them, 
Monf. Bougainville ordered out one of. the 
fhip’s boats, with a view to vifit the ftrangers ; 
but they no fooner learnt his intention, than 
they rowed off with all poffible expedition, and 
he did not think proper to follow them. 

»In a little time many other boats advanced 
towards the fhips, fome of them rowed, and 
others failing. ..Thefe, lefs diffident than the 
former, came clofe under the fhip’s fide, but 
none of the iflanders would venture on board. 
They exchanged. pieces of an exquifitely fine 


fhell, yams, cocoa-nuts, and a water hen of 


moft beautiful plumage, for {mall pieces of 
red ftuff;, but they did not:feem fond of ear- 


rings, knives, nails, nor iron of any kind; 


which had been fo eagerly coveted by the inha- 
bitants of Otaheite. One of thefe Indians 
brought a cock with him, but he would not part 
with it on any terms. They had alfo fome 


pieces of cloth, of the fame kind as that ma- 


nufactured at, Otaheite, but not of fo fine a 
fabrick, and died black, brown - and red, but 


5 a of the colours were good of their kinds, 


Oo | They 
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They were likewife poffefled of a kind of wood 
hardened by fire, lances, mats, and. fifh- eae 
made of bones. 

Monf. Bougainville ab Ganson fob the 
features of thefe iflanders,: that they arenot of 

- fo amiable a difpofition as the natives of Otae 
heite; and he reprefents them as fuch dextrous 
thieves, that it was almoft eciaastnind to guard 
againtt their: depredations. . 

Thefe people are of the middle fize, coda exe 
ceedingly alert; they are of a deep brown 
complexion, but one was feen among them who 
was much fairer than.any of the others 3. they: 
had no beards, fo that it was fuppofed they 
were plucked out by the roots, and their hairy 
which. was-univerfally black,, ftood almott; erect: 
on their heads; their abigas and breafts were 
painted ; with:a-deep!bluey viaical: oda Yoonen 

Their boats are built-in; a moft ingenious 
tafte, and. furnifhed, wath. out-riggerse. F ‘The: 
head and ftern of the veffel are equally: flat with 
its fides, and over each isa: dmall deck, .in the 
center of which is a row of: wooden | pegs, the 
tops of which are enclofed in.a fhelliof. the 
pureit | white: the fail is formed of: matting, 
and its. fhape did Abaiad being extended. op 
means of. flicks. | 
In thefe boats the vs ate Solana biti 
French veffels to a confiderable diftance out to 
fea, while feveral others, from ‘the fmaller 
iflands, joined the naval proceffion, and produ- 

Pe te Oy ced 
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‘ced an effect that was highly agreeable. Inone 
ef thefe laft mentioned boats was an old wo- 
man, remarkably diftinguifhed by the fingular 
uglinefs of her features. 

As the weather now fell calm, the Commo* 
dore gave up, from an apprehenfion of danger, 
his project of failing between the iflands, though 
the breadth of the ‘citsbiie! was more than four 
miles. They now failed, therefore, in the open 
fea, and on the evening of the fame day, the 
man at the maft-head had fight of other land, 
even while they were yet in view, by the aid of 
a bright moon, of the iflands they had lately 
left. 

On the morning of the 5th it spall thet 
the newly difcovered land was a moft beautiful 
ifland, confitting of alternate mountains and 
vallies, clothed with the richett verdure, and 
finely fhadowed by the {preading branches of 
the cocoa-nut, and a variety of other trees. 
Near the weftermoft point of this ifland is a 
ledge of rocks, and the fea breaks with vio- 
lence on many parts of the coaft, fo that it 
would be difficult to land, except in - few : 
places. ‘ 

Many boats put off from the ifland, and 
failed round the fhips, though they were then 
going at the rate of at leaft feven knots an 
hour. Thefe boats, however, one only ex- 
cepted, would not venture near the fhips; but 
that one went along-fide, and her crew made 
O02 figns 
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figns for the French to land, which they would 
have done, but the breakers rendered it impof- 
fible. At this time the man at the maft-head 
obferved a number of the Indian boats failing 
to the fouthward. | a 

On the following day another ifland was feen 
to the weftward of the fhip’s courfe, in the 
neighbourhood of which were two fimaller 
iflands; but none of thefe could be diftinaly 
beheld, on account of fome thick fogs, which 
intercepted the view. 

The laft mentioned iflands are fituated nearly 

where Tafman, the Dutch navigator, has placed 
a number of iflands which he difcovered, and 
to which he gave the names of Heemfkirk, 
Prince William, Pylftaart, Amfterdam and 
Rotterdam. The longitude of thefe iflands 
correfponds likewife, very nearly, with thofe 
which navigators have called Solomon’s Ifles ; 
fo that it is moft probable they are the fame. 

Monf. Bougainville conjeGtures, that the 
number of boats which were obferved failing a 
to the fouthward, is a vindication that there 
are other iflands at no great diftance; and, in- 
deed, this opinion feems to be well-grounded. 
oall thefe lands the Commodore gave the 

general name of the Archipelago of the Navi- 
gators. 

The writer of this work muft be indulged 
for giving a hint, which fprings from the nobleft 
of motives, the love of his country, It is 

| furely 
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furely well worthy the confideration of the 
Britifh miniftry, whether it might not be pro- 
per to fend a fleet to difcover and fettle fome of 
thefe iflands——Who knows what future benefit 
gnight, from fuch a circumftance, accrue to the 
firft maritime and commercial ftate in the uni- — 
verfe?— The American colonies form the 
brighteft gem in the Britth crown. The co- 
Jonies in the fouthern pacific ocean might, not 
improbably, conttitute a diadem of ftill fupe- 
rior luftre! 

On the morning of the rith another ifland 
was difcovered, which received the name ot 
the Forlorn Hope, but for what reafon it is im- 
poffible to guefs, At a diftance it had the ap- 
pearance of two iflands, but this deception was 
occafioned by its fhape, for it confifted of two 
hills, joined by a low land, which could not 
be feen far out at fea. 

At this period, and for fome days before and 
afterwards, the weather was extremely unfa- 
-yourable, the winds being adverfe, and the 
rains and calms alternate. Monf. Bougainville . 
(on this circumftance) obferves, that in the 
ocean which has obtained the name of Paci- 
Fic, the approach to land is generally announ- 
ced by violent tempefts, which become {till 
more violent, in proportion as the moon de- 
creafes. The vicinity of iflands is generally 
foreboded by thick clouds at the horizon, and 
fqually weather ; and the precautions neceflary 

te 


K 
te ba alt Se) Ph Bee eee oe a ee 


igo4 M.vet BOUGAINVILLE’s Vovace 
to be taken to prevent a veffel’s running fowl 
‘of fhoals, may be more eafily conceived than 
defcribed. In the prefent inftance it was im- 
poffible to proceed with the neceflary degree of 
caution ; for the crew were in want of provi+ 
fions, and water, in particular, grew very 
fcarce ; fo that they were obliged to take ad- 
vantage of every breeze of wind, both by 
night and day, and run all hazards, for fear 
of, ftarving. | 

Thus fituated, it may be prefumed, that they 
thought themfelves fufficiently unhappy ; but: 
their diftrefies were aggravated by the greater 
number of the crew of each fhip being attack- 
ed by the fcurvy, which inflamed their mouths 
to fuch a degree, that they could {carcely have 
fwallowed thofe refrefhments of which they 
{tood much in need. Salt beef, pork, and 
dried pulfe, conftituted the whole fare of thofe 
who remained in health; for the fick, how- 
ever, there were yet fome few articles of frefh 
provifions remaining. | | 

At this unfortunate jun@ture the difeafe, con- 
fequent on an illicit commerce between the 
fexes, made its appearance, attended by all its 
moft difagreeable fymptoms. Aotourou was 
fo extremely ill of it, that though feeming to 
defpife its progrefs and its effects, he was ob- 
liged to fubmit himfelf to the care of the Sur- 
geons, Monf. Bougainville’s words, on thig 
occafion, are very remarkable, <‘ In his (Ao- 

‘ | ** tourou’s) 


«< 


eA Sa ees 


ROUND THE WORLD. 295 
6. tourou’s) country, this difeafe is but little 
«© minded. Columbus brought it from Ame- 
<< rica; here it is in an ifle in the midit of the 
“* oreateft ocean, Have the Englith brought 
és it thither? Or ought the phyfician to win, 
‘© who laid a wager, that if four healthy ftout 
«¢ men were fhut up with one bealthy woman, 
«© the venereal coniplaint would be the confe- 
s¢ quence of their commerce ?” ) 
Ungenerous Frenchman! Why this unjufti- 
fiable attack on the Englifh? At the time 
Monf. Bougainville wrote the narrative of his 
voyage, he knew that fome of his crew were 
infected with the malady in queftion, when they 
landed at Otaheite; for, in a former part of his 
yolume he has faid, that he did all inhis pow- 
er to prevent their communicating it to the poor 
iflanders. What becomes, too, of his wonder, 
how a diforder fhould find its way to a little 
ifland in the pacific ocean, when he knew that 
his own fhip had carried it thither !__ Whether 
Columbus brought this peftilence from’ Ame- 
rica or not, is, perhaps a queition not eafily 
determined; nor, at this period, is it at all 
material: but one fact is well known; that the 
French have plentifully diftributed the conta- 
gion through Europe, and it is not improbable, 
that they have likewife carried it to ies other 
quarter of the globe. ! 
This fubject is rather of the paeucnie kinds 
but we are neceffarily led into it; and may be 
| indulged 
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indulged in one remark, that feems to arife na- 
turally from the preceding circumftances, and 
will, we truft, militate on the fide of virtue.— 


Providence, we conceive, wifely intended one . 
man for the aflociate of one woman, who fhould 


be the companion of his life, the friend of his 


_bofom, the partaker of his joys, the fharer of 


his griefs, whofe love for him fhould excite all 
his tendernefs, and repay, with intereft, thofe 
toils and cares it gave rife to. Thus paired, thus 
mutually giving and receiving happinefs, the 
married ftate is indeed a heaven on earth. 
Wedded love, the chafte, the holy, the conju- 
gal tie, will enfure as much happinefs as is ta 
be found ia this fublunary world; and truft, 
O reader, in the goodnefs of God for the fu- 
ture. To fum up this remark, marriages are 
made in heaven ; choofe, ye ladies, with pru- 
dence choofe, the heart paired with your own ; 
felec&t_ ye, generous youths, the amiable fair, 
whofe eyes beam the gentle influence of love, 


‘and whofe heart feels the folid force of virtue ;/ 


then be true to each other, and bid defiance to 
contagion: fo fhall your days be happy, and 
your children blefs the parents to whom they 


owe the firft of human bleffings, health of body, 


and of mind. 

The fhips now fteered a wefterly courfe, and 
early on the morning of the 22d two iflands 
were difcovered, one of which received the 
name of Aurora, from the early hour on which 

: it 
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it was firft. feen, and the other that of Whit- 
fantide Ile, from the day which gave birth to 
its being fo named. 

The track of the veffels was now fo directed, 
as that they might have pafled between the 
two iflands, but an unexpected calm prevented 
this manceuvre. Proceeding to the northward 
of the firft difcovered ifland, a rifing land, in 
a conical form, was obferved to bear north by 
weft, which received the name of the Peak of 
the Etoile, | 
In the afternoon, mountainous lands, at 
thirty miles diftance, were feen, appearing, as 
it were, over and beyond the ifland of Aurora. 
On the twenty-third it was difcovered, that 
the land laft feen was a feparate ifland; the ap- 
pearance of which was lofty, its defcent fteep, 
and the whole cloathed with trees. A number 
of boats were feen coafting the fhore, but none 
of them approached the fhips; {moke was feen 
iffuing from among the woods, but no habita- 
tion was obferved. . 
In the morning the Commodore difpatched 
' three boats, well manned and armed, to take 
in wood, and to learn the neceflary particulars 
refpecting the country, while the fhips guns” 
‘were brought to bear on the ifland, 1n order to 
proteét the boats crews from any infulc that 
might be offered them by the natives. ; 
Monf, | ‘Bougainville himfelf went on fhore 
in the afternoon, where he found the good-na- 
3 Pop tured 
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tured Indians affifting the French in carrying to 
the boats a quantity of wood which had been 
cut. 

~The information obtained from the officer 
ae the boat’s crew was, that-on his 
firft landing, the natives affembled on the fhore, 
armed with bows and arrows, intimating, by 
fiens, that the ftrangers muft retreat. The 
French officer, however, gave direGtions ‘for 
landing, and while his boule advanced, the 
iflanders retreated, but with their bows bent, 
and-in an attitude of felf-defence. At length, 
the crew were ‘ordered to halt, while the 
Prince of Naffau approached the Indians, who 
no longer retreated when they faw only one 
peifon advancing. ‘The Prince having given 
them fome remnants of red cloth, their efteem 
appeared to be at once conciliated.) “ ~'+ “'* 

The commanding officer now ftationed him? 
{elf at the entrance of a wood, and fentout a 
party in fearch of refrefhments, while another 
was deputed to cut fire-wood. The natives 
now came forward, with an appearance of - 
friendthip, and diftributed: fome fruit among 
the feamen, to whom they likewife gave fome 
arrows, but refufed to accept any thing in.ex- 
change. ‘Their numbers were confiderable, and 
thofe who were not armed with bows and ar- 
rows had provided themlfelves with ftones, ‘as 
‘inftruments of defence. — 


Thefe 
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Thefe - people intimated, that they were at 
war with the natives of a different diftriét on 
the ifland, and even while they were hinting this 
circumftance, an armed party of Indians ap- 
proached from the weftward, while the former 
appeared determined: not to retreat from their 
enemies; but the valour of the latter was ren- 
dered unnecefiary to be exerted by the want of 
prefent courage in the former. 

Matters were in this fituation when Monf. 
Bougainville landed on the ifland, where he re- 
mained till his boats were laden with the arti- 
cles he wanted. 

‘This being done, he took poffeflion of the . 
ifland, by the act of burying at the foot of a 
tree an infcription, carved on an oak-plank ; 
and then he retreated to the fhip. 

It was imagined, that this early retreat of the 
French prevented an attack, which the ifland- 

ers had meditated, as they feemed to be making 
preparations for what they had not yet in shied 
power to carry into execution; but no fooner 
had the boats put off, than the iflanders haltened 
to the beach, and complimented them with a 
fhower of arrows, and a volley of {tones ; fome 
of them even plunged into the waves, aiming 
their fury at the fuppofed invaders, and hurl- 
ing their vengeance on the infolent ftrangers, 
When, at length, one of the feamen had been 
wounded by a ftone, a difcharge of mufkets 
drove the poor iflanders to their native woods, 
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‘evidently wounded, from their cries and excla- 
mations. dec | 

Monf. Bougainville gives the following def-~ 
cription of the natives of thisifland, which he cal- 
— Jed the De of Lepers, from obferving, that many 
of the inhabitants were afflicted with the lepro- 
fy. Some of them are mulattto’s, and others 
perfect negroes; their hair is woolly, and geé- 
nerally black, but in fome inftances of a very 
light brown, approaching to a yellow. Few 
women were feen among them, but thofe few 
wete equally difagreeable with the men, who 
are reprefented as low in ftature, ill-favoured, 
and difproportionably made. 

We will not deny the veracity of our hifto- 
rian; the works of Nature and of Providence 
are aftonifhing. The God of creation is equally 
wife and: wonderful in all his works; but we 
muft own, that it appears to be a phenomenon, 
the exiftence of which furpafles the credulity 
of an Englifh reader, that black men fhould 
have (to ufe Monf. Bougainville’s own words) 
hair * of a yellowifh colour.” Ofall hiftorians, 
the circumnavigators are fond of dealing in the 
marvellous. Our Commodore, prefuming that 
he had vifited an ifland unapproached by any 
other European Commander, has told us juft 
what he pleafed of the natives of that ifland, . 
and it is not in our power to contradict him. 
It would have given weight to the teftimony 

| | of 
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of our flippant French hiftorian, if he had 
brought to Paris one of thefe curious Lufus 
Nature, thefe yellow-pated negroes. 

The ladies of this fingular country carry their 
children'in a bag ‘of cloth, flung at their backs. 
On thefe cloths there are elegant drawings ina 
_ fine dye of crimfon, The nofes of the men 
are pierced and hung with ornaments ; and it 
is prefumed, that they pluck their beards, as 
none of them were obferved to have any. 
‘They wear a bracelet on the arm, which had > 
the appearance of ivory, and pieces of tor- 
toifhelis round their necks. 

‘Clubs, ftones, bows and arrows form the 
atmour of thefe people; the arrows are made 
-of reeds pointed with bone, On the points of 
thefe bones are inverted darts, which prevent 
the arrow being drawn without tearing the flefh 
of the wounded perfon, The boats of thefe 
iflanders bore a ftrong refemblance to thofe of 
the Indians of the ifle of Navigators; but thele 
veffels did not approach the fhips fo near, as to 
furnifh the French with an opportunity of giv- 
ing a particular defcription of their conftruction. 

Near the beach on which Monf. Bougainville 
landed, is a lofty hill, extremely ftcep, yet 
cloathed with a fuper-abundance of verdure. 
The vegetable productions of the Ifle of Le- 
pers, are far inferior to thofe of Otaheite, ow- 
ing, as is fuppofed, to the lightnefs of the foil, 
and its want of depth. — 
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Figs, of a fpecies not before known,: were 
found in this country ; and feveral paths were 
feen cut through the woods, and inclofed by . 

- pallifadoes about a yard in height. It was 
conjectured, that thefe enclofures marked the 
boundaries of the landed property of different 
perfons. Half a dozen hovels only were feen, 
into which no perfon could enter but on his 
hands and knees ;_ yet the inhabitants were very 
numerous, and it is fuppofed they muft be very. 
miferable, from the perpetual wars among the 
natives of different diftricts on the ifland. 

' Monf. Bougainville fays, that the found of a 
drum, harfh and diffonant to the ear, was fre- - 
quently heard in the wood near the top of the 
above-mentioned hill; and this he imagines to 
have been a fignal for the Indians to rally their 
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forces; for no fooner had the difcharge of the ‘ 
fire-arms difperfed the multitude, than this q 
drum was immediately heard; and when the a 
iflanders in enmity with the others appeared, : 
the drum was beat with fufpended violence. t 

Aotourou formed a very contemptible opi- | F 
nion of the inhabitants of the Ifle of Lepers, : 
whofe perfons appeared indefcribably odious in § 
his eyes ; and of whofe language he had not the ; 

; flighteft idea, 
On the 23d more land was lifccioenees which, 


on the 25th, was obferved to enclofe almoft all 
| the horizon, fo that the fhips were furrounded 
in one extenfive gulph, while the coaft of the 
4 newly- 
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newly-difcovered country contained many other 
gulphs, or large inlets, acro{s which feveral 
boats were obferved rowing, from one fhore to 
the other. 

The night of the 25th was fpent in tacking; 
and in the morning it was obferved, that iw: 
currents had carried the fhips feveral miles 
more to the fouth than their reckoning. . The 
number of ifles now feen was {fo great, that 
they could not be counted, nor could the end 
of thefe extenfive countries be difcerned. 

Steering north-weft, by weft, the land had a 
very beautiful afpect, being diverfified with fine 
trees, between fpots of land that had the ap- 
pearance of being cultivated. Some parts of 
the mountains being barren, and {potted in dif- 
ferent places with a red earth, Monf. Bougain- 
ville conjectures from that circumftance, that 
they contained fome mineral fubitances. 

A great inlet to the weftward having been 
feen on the preceding day, the fhips now arrived 
init, and faw a number of negro Indians on 
the fouth coaft of it, while others approached 
the veffels in their boats, but when they came 
to about the diftance of a mufket fhot, they 
would advance no nearer, nor could any fign of 
invitation from the French induce them to alter 
their refolution. 

The land on the north fhore is of a moderate 
height, and cloathed with trees. On this fhore 
‘Many negroes were feen, and feveral boats put 

off 
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off towards the fhips; but thefe, like the fore 
mer, refufed to come to board. ie 

At the diftance of about eight miles from 
this fpot, two iflands were feen, which formed 
the entrance of a fine bay, which the boats 
were fent to examine, and after they had been 
gone a few hours, the found of mufkets were 
heard, which made the Commodore very uneafy. 
On their return in the evening it appeared, that 
one of them, in difobedience to the orders of 
the Commander, had left her confort, and go- 
ing near in fhore, thé Indians difcharged two 


arrows at the crew, which was returned by 
the mufquetry, and fome larger guns. A pro- 
jecting point of land prevented the boat being. 


feen from the fhips; but the inceffant firing 
induced the Commodore to imagine, that fhe 
was engaged with a very large number of the 
enemies boats, two of which fhe had certainly 
encountered. | 

Preparations were making for difpatching the 


long-boat to her affiftance, when fhe was def- 


cried, coming round the above-mentioned point 
of land. ai | 


The lamentable cries of the ‘poor Indians . 


were now heard in the woods, to which they 
had fled, from the rage of their enemies, and 
their drums were inceflantly beating. We muft 
now tranicribe one pafiace from Monf. Bou- 
gainville, becaufe it is the moft humane, and 
confequently the nob/eff, in his whole narrative : 

: “¢ T im- 
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&t T immediately made fignal to the boat to 
t¢ come on board,’ and I took my meafures to 
* prevent our being difhonoured for the future, 
S&-by ee an abufe of the fuperiority of our 
®* ipower) : 

_ The country laft mentioned confifted of a 
fash bel of {mall iflands, off which there is to- 
lerable good anchorage, but at fuch a diftance 
from the coaft, that a fhip could not cover any 
boats which fhould land, which, asthe iflands 
are cloathed with thick woods, would be the 
more neceflary. 

Thefe Indians went naked, ands except a 
bandage round the waift, wore the fame kind 
of ornaments as thofe on the ifland of Lepers, 
whom they refembled in all refpects, except not 
being quite fo black; and. the productions of 
the ifland were likewife the fame.—The Com- 
modore very properly declined any attempt to 
trade with thefe people, whom he could not 
fuppofe would barter their effects with thofe, 
from whom they had received fuch -effential 
injuries. | 

On the morning of the ooth they. again fails 
ed, and, ina ae hours, had fight ofa fine 
plantation of trees, between which there were 
regular walks, refembling thofe of an Euro- 
pean garden... Many of the natives were feen 
near this {pot, and as an inlet was obferved at 
-nofmall diftance, the Commodore ordered the 
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boats to be hoifted out; but they found that ie 
was impracticable to land. 

The fhips now quitted the great clufter 
of iflands they had lately vifited, which re- 
ceived the general name of Archipzlago of the 
great Cyclades, which, it is conjectured, occu- 
pies no lefs than three degrees of latitude, and 
five of longitude. Mont. Bougainville fays, 
that thefe iflands are not the fame that Quiros 
called Tierra Auftral del Efpiritu Santo, but 
that Roggewein faw the northern extremity of 


them, which he denominated Groningen, and 


T hienboven. 

~Qur author now recites a very fingular fact. 
On board the ftore-fhip was'a perfon reported 
to bea woman, which was almoft confirmed by 
her want of beard, her voice, and her fhape. 
The Commodore going on board the Etoile, 
enquired into the fact ; when the party confef- 
fed her fex, while floods of tears ftreamed down 
her face. | 

Her ftory is extraordinary.—Born in Bur- 


gundy, and left an Orphan, fhe was ruined by 


the fatal iffue of a law-fuit: on which fhe re- 
folved to drop the habit of her fex, and ferved 
a gentleman at Paris; but hearing of Monf. 
Bougainville s intended expedition round the 
world, fhe repaired to Rochefort, where, jute 
before the fhips embarked, fhe entered into the 
fervice of Monf, de Commercon, who went out 
with a view of encreafing his botanical know- 
: ledge, 
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Jedge. She followed her mafter, with aftonifh. 
ing courage and refolution, through deep fhows, 
to the hoary tops of the mountains in the 
ftreight of Magellan, carrying loads of herbs, 
plants, arms and provifions, with unfpeakable 
courage, and unwearied toil. _ 

While our adventurers were at Otaheite, the 
men of that ifland flocked round our heroine, 
and exclaiming, “‘ this is a woman!” would 
certainly have treated her as fuch, but that an 
officer refcued her from their hands, and or- 
dered her to be delivered, unviolated on board 
the fhip. 

Monf. Bougainville obferves, that this is the 
firft woman that ever circumnavigated the 
globe, and remarks on the fincularity of her 


- 


fituation, if the fhips fhould have been wreck-_ 


ed on fome defert ifle in the great ocean, The 
name of this extraordinary woman is Baré; 
and fhe is as celebrated for ue chaftity as her 
courage. | 

On the night between the fourth and fifth of 
June fome breakers were feen at half a league’s 
diftance; by the light of the moon. In the 
morning it appeared to be a low flat fandy ifle, 
abounding in birds, which received the name 
of the Shoal of Diana. 


About this period feveral fpecies of fruit, and 
fome pieces of wood, floated by the fhip; and 
a kind of flying fith was feen, larger than the 

Qq2 | common 
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common fort, the body of which was black, 
and the wings red. 
A fand bank was difcovered on the 6th, on 


which the fea broke violently, and the tops of 


rocks were feen at intermediate fpaces. ‘* This 
‘* Jaft dilcovery (fays our author) was the voice 
‘«* of God, and we were obedient to it.”—-They 
therefore {pent the night in making fhort tacks 
in that part of the fea with which were 
previoufly acquainted. 

- At this time the falt provifions on board were 
become fo putrid, that ic was almoft impoMfible 
for men, even on the point of flarving, to fwal- 
low them; and therefore the rats were induf- 
trioufly fought after, and eaten in preference 
to it. The remaining peas would ferve only 


‘forty days, and the bread two months; fo that 


it became highly neceflary to think of fteering 
to the northward. : 

- On the roth, before day-break, an ipseeable 
fateiNer impregnated the air, announcing that 


land was near;.and it was accordingly dif-— 


covered before fun-rifing, This is defcribed 
as a moft delicious country, divided, near the 
fea coait, into groves and plains, behind which 
the land rifes, in the form of an amphitheatre, 
till the tops of the mountains are loft in the 
clouds. - The moft lefty of three chain. of 
mountains was feen above feventy miles in-land, 

The whole country appeared to be rich and fer- 
tile, but the deplorable fituation to which the 


fhip’s 
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fhip’ s companies were reduced, would not ad- 
mit of their flaying to take a more accurate 
furvey of it. . 

On the roth a prodigious fwell from the 
fouth-eaft drove the fhips violently towards 
land, and they were foon within about two miles 
of it; and the night was paffed in this dange- 
rous fituation, taking advantage of every 
flight breeze to clear the fhore. A number of 
boats were now feen coafting the ifland, on many 
parts of which fires were obferved. A turtle 
was found here in the belly of a fhark. 

For feveral fucceffive days there was fo thick 
a fog, that the Boudeufe was obliged to fire 
frequent guns to keep company with the Etoile, 
on board of which were a part of their provi- 
fions. 

Several fhell fifth, called cornets, leaped into 
the fhip in the night, and as it is known of 
thefe fifth, that theyare accuftomed to keep at the 
bottom of the fea, it is evident, that the fhips 
muft have been in very fhallow water. 

On the 16th the weather became fine, and 
on the following day feveral iflands were dif 
covered, one of which was called Ufhant, from 
its fimilitude to the ifland of that name. 

By this time our voyagers were reduced to 
very great extremities. The allowance of 
bread and peafe was confiderably reduced ; and 
a fear of the confequences that might arife, 
obliged the Commodore to forbid Tica eating of 
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leather. There was yet on board a fhe-goat, 
which had been brought from Falkland’s 
Iflands; fhe yielded milk daily; but this was 
infuficient to fave her life: the ftarving crew | 
demanded the victim, and the butcher, who 
had hitherto been her feeder, wept as he plun- 
ced the murderous knife in the breaft of his 
favourite. Soon after this a dog, which had. 
been put on board at the ftreights of Magellan, 
fell a facrifice to the dire demands of hunger. 
On the 18th not lefs than nine or ten iflands 
were difcovered, and on the 2oth a ftill farther 
number. Our navigators now ftruggled at once 
with a variety of inconveniences, occafioned 
by foul fhips, damaged rigging, crazy mafts, 
and tempeftuous weather. 
On the 25th high land was difcovered, which 
appeared to terminate in a cape, which they 
doubled with a degree of tranfport that may 
be more eafily conceived than defcribed, as it 
was the point they had wifhed for a fight of, 
from a certainty that it would enable them to_ 
quit for ever the archipelago of iflands, amidft 
which they had been fo long in hourly danger 
of fhipwreck or ftarving. This cape was cal- 
led Cape Deliverance, and the name of the Gulph 
of the Louifiade, was given to a bay, of which 
the Cape forms the eaftermoft point. | 
North of Cape Deliverance about fixty 
_Jeagues land was difcovered, which proved to 
be two {mall iflands; and, two days afterwards, 
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an officer was fent to examine feveral creeks, in 
the hope of finding anchorage, while the fhips 
failed flowly after the boats, ready to join them 
on the firft fignal. 

The natives‘ now advanced towards the fhip 
in feveral boats, carrying from two or three, 
to upwards of twenty meneach. , ; 

, Thefe boats had no outriggers, and their 
crews were as black as the negroes on the coait 
of Guinea. Some of them had reddifh hair, 
and that of all of them was long and curled. 
They wore white ornaments on their foreheads 
‘and neeks, and were armed with lances and 
bows; they kept an almoft continual fhouting, 
and feemed rather inclined for war than peace. 

When the boats returned on board, the officer 
reported, that the fea broke on all parts of the 
coaft, that he had found only one {mall river, 
that the land is every where covered with wood, 
and that the mountains run down clofe to the 
t. fea-fhore. | 
- s—"The natives dwell on the mountains, but 
they have a few huts on the banks of fome of 
the fmall creeks. —Some of them followed one 
of the fhip’s boats, and feemed almoft refolved 
on an attack ; and one of the Indians repeat- 
edly put himfelf in an attitude to have thrown 
his lance ; but he defifted from his purpofe, and 

r po mifchief was done. 

Monf. Bougainville fays, that he was now 
advanced too far to return; but that he hoped 
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to find a paflage, though the weather was fo 
foggy that he could not difcern any objec at 
the diftance cf more than two leagues. 

In the morning of the 1ftof July, the fhips 
were juft in the ftation they had quitted the pre- 
ceding night, having been impelled forward, 
and driven back, by the tides. 

Nothing remarkable happened but the dif- 
covery of a Race, in the middle of a paflage, 
to which was given the name of Dennis’s Race, 
from that of the mafter of the Boudeufe. 

A race is @ part of any channel or ftreight, | 
where there are oppofing tides, or a rapid and 
dangerous current; and fuch are even fomediiney 
met with 1 in the open feas. ‘ | 

Boats were now {ent to find anchorage i in a 
fine bay; and the account of their expedition 
is as follows.—That a number of Indian boats, 
in which were a hundred and fifty of the na-~ 
tives, armed with fhields, lances, and bows, 
came from the banks of a rivulet on which 
their habitations were fituated, and rowed haf- 
tily towards the French boats, which they furs 
rounded, and, with hideous outcries, began 
‘the attack with their bows and lances; The 
French difcharged their mufkets; but the na- 
tives covering themfelves with their fhields, the 
fight continued, till a fecond firing terrified them 
fo, that they made a hafty retreat, fome of 
them fwimming on fhore. 
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"Two of their boats were taken, on the ftern 
ef which was the figure of a man’s. head 
with a long beard, the eyes being mother-of-_ 
pearl, the ears tortoifefhell, and the lips were 
dyed a bright red. Exclufive of their wea- 
pons and utenfils, there were found in their 
boats cocoa-nuts, and feveral fruits, the fpe- 
cies of which were not known, the jaw of a 
man, half broiled, and various other things. _ 
The natives of this coaft are negroes, whofe 
hair curls naturally, and they have a method of 
colouring it yellow, red, and white, Their 
cloathing confifts only of a piece of matting 
round the waift; ‘This river received the name 
of Warriors River, and the whole fpot, that 
of the Je and Bay of Choifeul. 

Two days afterwards a cape was difcovered, 
which was called Cape L’ Averdi, on which were 
mountains of an aftonifhing height. On the 
4th other mountainous land was difcovered, 
from which came off five or fix Indians, and, 
after lying on their oars fome time, they acceps 
ted fome trifles which were thrown to them, 
They now exhibited fome cocoa-nuts, faying, 
bouca, bouca, onelle! and feemed greatly pleafed 
when the French repeated.them., They then ~ 
intimated, that they would fetch fome cocoar 
nuts, but they had fcarcely left the fhip’s fide, 
when one of them difcharged an arrow, by 
which. however, no perfon was wounded. ~ 
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The people were altogether naked, had long 
ears, bored, and curled Beal hair, which fome 
of them had dyed red, and they had alfo white 
fpots on their bodies. Their teeth were red, 
probably from the chewing of betel. 

This ifland, which was named Boxka, ap- 
peared to be cultivated, and, from the number 
of huts that were feen, it probably abounds 
with inhabitants.—The cocoa-nut, and other 
trees, difperfed over a beautiful plain, was a 
fufficient temptation for landing; but the 
rapidity of the current peor the pollibility 
of it. 

Two more ilands were feen on the 4th, 
ard, asthe wood and water were expended, and 


difeafe reigning aboard, the Commodore re- | 


-folved to land here, and, on the following af- 
ternoon, the fhips came toan anchor. ‘The 
cafks were fent on fhore, and tents erected for 
the fick, on a commodious fpot, where there 
were four rivulets near together, and where 
wood for the carpenters and joiners ule, as well 


as for burning, was very plenty ; there were no | 
inhabitants near the place, fo that the fick had 


‘an opportunity ef ranging the woods, fearlefs 
of any attack from the natives, and every thing 


feemed to confpire to render this fpot the moft 


eligible imaginable 5 but there was one ereat 
inconvenience, no fruit could be found. 


Two huts wete difcovered onthe bank of a 
tivulet, not far from the encampment, and a 
boat, 
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boat, near which were feen the remains of 
fires, fome calcined fhells, and the fkeletons 
of fome animals heads, which were taken for 
thofe of the wild boar. Some frefh bananas 
were found, which proves, that the natives had 
but lately left the place. 

This ifland produces a large, blue Eraied 
‘pigeon, which has {fo plaintive: a note, that the 
{eamen miftook it for the cries of men towards 
the mountains. 

-Monf. Bougainville now relates an sacvaaaae 
nary incident. A feaman being looking for 
fhells, found a plate of lead buried in the oud 
on which the following letters were very vifible. 

HOR’D. HERE 

ICK MAJESTY’s 
The mark of the nails with which the lead: had 
“been faftened appeared; and it is plain, that 
the natives muft have torn off the plate and 
broken it. | 

This circumftance gave rife to a diligent 
fearch, and, at about fix miles from the wa- 
tering-place, the very {pot was found where the 
Englifh had formed their encampment. Seve- 
ral trees were feen which had been felled, and 
others which were fawn in pieces. A very large 
and confpicuous tree was found, on which the 
-jnfcription had been nailed; it ftood in the 
midtt of a fpacious place, and it appeared, that 
the plate had been pulled down but a very 

~fhort time. There were other trees, to which 
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the ends of ropes were fattened. One of the 
trees which had been cut down had put forth 
freth twigs, apparently of the growth of four 
months. Monf. Bougainville mentions it as a 
very fingular circumftance, that, amidit fo ma- 
ny iflands, he fhould happen to land on that fo 
lately vifited by a rival nation ! 

Diligent fearch was now made for food ‘da 
refrefhments, but almoft in vain; for nothing 
could be found but a few cabbage-trees, and 
thatch-palms. No fith could be catched, and, 
though a few wild boars were feen, not one of 
them was taken. A {mall number of pigeons 
were indeed fhot, the feathers of which were. 

of green and gold. \ 
It will be needlefs to mention the other pro- 
ducts of this ifland, as the reader has already 
had an account of them in the narrative of the 
Englifh voyages.” | 
No time was now loft in the neceffary. repairs 
of the fhips; and an equal divifion was, made 
of the provifions, which now began to run ex- 
tremely fhort, A third part of the late allow- 
ance of peafe was taken off. From the Com-. 
modore to the loweft perfon on board, all 
fared alike: their fituatian, like death, banifh- 
ed all diftinction. | 
On the 13th-there was an eclipfe of the fun, 
‘which was clearly feen, and the proper aftrono- 
mical and nautical remarks made on it. The 
name of Pot Profiin was given to this hare 
- bouts 
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bour, an infcription having been firft buried un- 
der the fpot where the eclipfe had» been ob- 
ferved. : 

The Etoile being a light veflel, and there 
being no ftones to ballaft her, after the provifi- 
ons had been taken out, this important bufinefs 
was neceflarily performed with wood; a fa- 
tiguine and unwholetome tafk, in fo damp a 
country. | 

An infect of a moft wonderful texture was 
found on this ifland, the body and wings of 
which appeared fo much like the leaf of atree, 
as fearcely to be diftinguifhed from it, even on 
a nice infpection. When the wings are ex- 
tended, each forms the half of a leaf, and when 
they are clofed it is entire. The upper fide of 
the bedy is of a brighter hue than the under 
parts ; ; and it has fix legs, the upper joints of 
which refemble parts of leaves. This curiofity 

_was preferved in fpirits, and is in the cabinet of 
the French King. 

A failor who was hauling the fifhing-net, in 
fearch of a fcarce fith called the hammer-oyfter, 
having been bit by a inake, whofe bite is poi- 

_fonous, was cured in a few hours by a pfofufe 
perfpiration, produced by taking flower-de-luce 

LB water and treacle. = 

Aotourou having remarked the progrefs of 
the cure, intimated, that at Otaheite there were 

: fea-fnakes, whofe bite is mortal in every in- 
- flance, 


On 
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On the 22d repeated fhocks of an earth- 
quake were felt for about two minutes. The 
fea rofe and fell feveral times, fo that the con- 
ccuffions were felt on board the fhips. 

Notwithftanding the extreme bad weather 
which prevailed, the crews, divided into fepa- 
rate parties, went to the woods every day, in 
hopes to fhoot fome turtle-doves, and gather 
cabbage-trees and thatch-palms; but it gene- 
rally happened, that they returned without any 
fuccefs, and wet to the fkin, Atlength, how- 
ever, they found fome mangle apples, and a 
kind of pruens; but too. late to be of much 
fervice, as they were now on the point of de- 
parture. A kind of ivy was fuccefsfully appli- 
ed in the cure of the fcurvy. 

An immenfe cafcade was feen, falling from 
numerous rocks into a hundred bafons of water, 
and at once fhaded and adorned by ftately trees, 
fome of which grow even in the refervoirs, is 
recommended by Monf. Bougainville as a fub- 
ject fit to exercife the fancy of the boldeft- 
_painter.—Why did not his limner make a draw= 
ing of ay 


The fituation of ne fhips companies now 
Became fo dreadful, that no more time could be - 


_ Joft.—In the ages of the 24th a favourable 
breeze enabled the fhips to get out to fea. 


Mont. Bougainville remarks, that this coun- 
“try muft be sti Britain, and that the great 
bay muft be the fame which Dampier ait Sie 

George’s 
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George’s Bay ; but that he had the happinefs to 
Jand on a part of it where his wants could be 
{upplied by the inhabitants. 

A fucceffion of iflands having been feen in 
the offing, Monf. Bougainville named them af- 
ter the officers.—The field-tents were now cut 
up, to make trowfers for the feamen, who had 
been repeatedly clothed during the voyage, to 
enable them to fuftain the inclemencies of {fo ma- 
ny different climates. But the laft change of 
cloathing was now delivered out, and at this 
period an ounce of bread was deducted from 
their fcanty allowance. Their falt provifions 
were now fo bad, as to be naufeous in a high 
degree; yet their ftarving fituation impelled 
them to feed on them; but even at this melan- 
choly period, no one yielded himfelf a prey to 
melancholy. The failors, influenced by the 
example of the officers, employed every even- 


of the pangs of hunger Happy Frenchmen ! 
who could be thus mateheels in the jaws of ap- 

parent deftruction ! | 
New Britain continued in fight till the be- 
ginning of Auguft, when the fhips being nearer 
the land than they had been before, feveral In- 
dian boats came off, the crews of which were 
negroes, with woolly heads, which they had 
covered with white powder. They are tall and 
active, and wore no other cloaths than leaves 
round the middle. They held out fomething 
that 
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that had the appearance of bread, and invited 
the French to land; but they refufed to enter 


the fhips, though an attempt was made to con- 


ciliate their friendfhip, by prefents of fome 
pieces of ftuf, They accepted what was given, 
and threw a ftone from a fling in return; in; 
ftantly retreating, with loud vociferations. 

On the following day a larger number affem- 
bled along fide the Boudeufe; a perfon, who 
had the appearance of authority, carried a red 
ftaff, knobbed at each end, in his hand. On 
approaching the fhip, he held his hands over 
his head for a confiderable time. The hair of 


_thefe negroes was painted red ; fome of them 


were adorned with feathers, ear-rings made of the 
feed of fome herb, or circular plates depending 
from their necks; others had the nofe pierced, 
and rings ran through it; but the general orna- 
ment was a bracelet made of the half of a hell. 
The French were anxious to conciliate the 
efteem of thefe people, but in vain; they ea- 
gerly grafped at whatever was given them, but 
would make no prefent in return. The roots 
of a few yams were all that could be obtained 
from them. Two of their boats being obferved 
approaching i in the night, a rocket was fired, 
on which they inftantly rowed off. 

Onthe 31ft a number of Indian boats attack- 
ed the Etotle with a volley of ftones and ar- 
dient but a fingle difcharge of the mufque- 


try 
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try got rid for ever of thefe troublefome coms 
 panions. 

On the 4th of Auguft two iflands were feen, 

which are conjetured to be the fame which 
Dampier diftinguifhes by the name of Matthias 
and Stormy, or Squally, Mand. On the stha 
third ifland was feen, and then the northern 
point of New Britain, which lies only forty-one 
minutes fouth of the land. 
- Onthe 7th a flat ifland was feen, covered 
with trees, abounding with cocoa-nuts, and 
certainly well inhabited, as appeared from 
the great number of houfes that were {een on 
the fhore. Fifhing- boats in multitudes furround- 
ed the ifland ; but the fifhermen took no notice 
of the fhips. This received the namé of the 
Tle of Anchorets. On the following day a pro- 
digious number of {mall iflands was feen, 
when Monf. Bougainville having éfcaped the 
moft imminent dangers, in the endeavour to dou- | 
ble this chain of iflands, at length happily 
effected his point, in confequence ‘ok a breeze 
which ftill frefhened with the rifing fun. 

He now continued to range the coaft till he 
came within fight of two lone peaks, to which 
he gave the name of the two Cyclops. On the 
55th two high mountains were difcovered on 
the continent, and two fmall iflands near them. 

On the 23d two other iflands being difcover- 
ed; an attempt was made to land, in the hope 
‘of obtaining refrefhments; but this was found 

Sif -imprac- 
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impracticable, but by the boats, the Com- 
manding * officer of which reported, that the 
iflands were totally uninhabited, and that no 
fruits grew which were fit to be eaten. 


This day the fhips crews were twice alarmed ; 
the firft time with a report from aloft, that a 

range of breakers were feen a-head; but this — 
- proved to be only the rippling of a ftrong tides 
the fecond alarm was from the fore-eaftles 
where it was declared, that the bottom of the 
“fea was vifible under the fhip’s way. This 
fhoal was perceived by the crew of the Etoile, 
but was eafily efcaped by both the fhips. Mon- 
fieur Denys, firft Mafter of the Boudeufe, died 
this day of the {curvy, to the infinite regret of 
the whole fhip’s company. At this time up- 
wards of forty perfons were ill of the fame dif- 
order, the progrefs of which was ftopped by the 

plentiful ufe of wine and lemonade. 

It was now thought neceffary to ftear a fou- | 
‘therly courfe, in order to get clear of the iflands 

by which they were furrounded. None of thefe — 
‘iflands appeared to be inhabited, though all of 
them were cloathed with verdure. During the 
following night they failed out of this labyrinth, 
through achannel about three leagues in breadth. 
Early in the morning they doubled the fouthern- 
moft of a number of fmall iflands on each fide 
of this channel, which was denominated the 
French Paffage. Onthe 26th, in the morning, 
they paffed the meridian for the fifth time, and 
; early 
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early the next day had fight of a {mall ifland to 
the fouth-eatt ; they likewife faw a {teep hill, 
remarkably high, to which they gave the name 
of Big Thomas; near which are three {mall 
iflands. | 
They had fight of feveral iflands on the 27th 
and. 28th, when Monf. Bougainville gave or- 
ders for a boat belonging to the Etoile to fteer 
to the fouth-wefternmoft of thefe ifles in fearch 
of anchorage, and to enquire if they produced 
any thing worthy of notice. The boat having 
landed on two iflands, which neither produced 
any fruits, nor appeared to be cultivated, and 
indicated no figns of being inhabited, the fhip 
was on the point of returning, when an Indian 
rowed up to the fhip’s boat, without exprefling 
the leaft fign of fear or aftonifhment. The 
Frenchmen intimated, that they wanted food 
and liquor; on which he prefented them with 
akind of meal, and fome water; in return for 
which they gave him a looking-glafs, a hand- 
kerchief, and fome other trifles, which he re- 
ceived with indifference, and laughed at the 
donors. It was conjectured, that this negroe 
had deferted from one of the adjacent iflands 
which have been fettled by the Dutch. The 
number of them were formerly feven, but they 
are now reduced to five by earthquakes. The . 
crew of the Boudeufe took a turtle on this fpot 
of not lefs than two hundred weight. 
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Early i inthe morning of the grft our voy= 
agers had fight of the ifland of Ceram, which 
runs in a pavaltel eaft and weft, abounds in lofty 
mountains, and is partly cleared, and partly in 
its original ftate. A great number of fires 
were feen on this ifland, which feem to intimate 
that it is well peopled, Early in the morning, 
on the firft ef September, our. adventurers 
found themfelves at the entrance of a bay, on 
the banks of which they beheld a number of 
fires; they foon obferved two boats under fail, 
conftructed on the plan of thofe of Malay. A 
Dutch pendant wai now hoifted, and a gun 
fired ; but the Commodore confeffes his error in 
this procedure, as the people at Ceram are at - 
variance with the Dutch, whom they have al- 
moft totally routed from their ifland., Monf, 
Bougainville having been thus unfuccefsful, 
through miftake, returned ‘from the bay, and 
elinfoyed the reft of the day in plying between 
the iflands Bonao, Kela » and Manepo. 

Some time before ‘midnight, a number of © 
fires attracted their attention to the iland of 
Boero, where there is a Dutch factory, well 
provided with the neceflary refrefhments, _ 

The above-mentioned Dutch factory i is at the | 
‘entrance of the Gulph of Cajel, which the 
French had fight of at day-break. ‘Their j Joy 
on this eceaibn4 is not to be expreffed; for at 
this time not half of the feamen were able to 
perform any duty; and the feurvy had raged 
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fo violently, that no man on board was perfe&t- 
‘Ty clear of it.. What few provifions were on 
board were abfolutely rotten, and ftunk into- 
lerably. , 

Thus circumftanced, their change of fitua- 
tion muft have been rapturous indeed! F rom 
midnight the fragrant breeze had wafted the 
aromatic flavour of the plants, which abound 
inthe Moluccas. ‘ The afpect (fays our au- 
** thor) of a pretty large town, fituated in the 
« bottom of a gulph, of fhips at anchor there, 
<* and cattle rambling through the meadows, 
““caufed tranfports which I have doubrlefs felt, 
« but which I cannot here defcribe.” Our 
Commodore hoifted Dutch colours, and fired a 
gun; but though feveral boats were failing in 
the bay, none Gf them came along fide. Ina 
few hours a periagcua, rowed by Indians, ade 
vanced towards the fhip, and the commanding 
officer enquired i in Dutch who they were; but 
refufed to go on board. Monf. Bougainville, 
however, proceeded under all his fails, and in 
the afternoon came to an anchor oppofite the 
factory. 

Two Dutch foldiers, one of whom fpoke. 
French, now came on board the Boudeufe, 
demanding the reafon of the Commodore’s en- 
tering that port, when he muft know that the 
fhips of the Dutch Eaft India Company had 
an exclufive right to that privilege. He was 
aperetes, in brief, that neceffity was the mo-. 

tive; 
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tive; that hunger muft preclude. the force of: 
treaties, and that they would depart as foon as 


their wants were fupplied. 


The foldiers foon returned with: the copy oa 


an order from the Governor of Amboyna, 


who prefides over the Refident at Boero,. for-. 
bidding him to admit foreign fhips into that. 


port. The Refident, therefore, entreated. 
Monrf. Bougainville to declare, in writing, the 
caufe.of his putting in there; that he might 
tranfmit fuch declaration to the Governor of 
Amboyna, in juftification of his own conduét. 

This requeft being complied with, all dif- 
ficulties were, at an end; the Refident having 
performed his duty as a fervant of the Com- 
pany, was anxious to difcharge the fuperior 
duties of humanity. The Commodore and his 
Officers vifited him on fhore, were received in 
the moft friendly manner, and accepted his 
invitation to fupper. | 
‘The Refident and his company beheld mich 
equal pleafure and furprize the effects that hun- 
ger had on the appetites of the guefts; nor 
were they willing to eat themfelves, leaft they 
fhould deprive their now too happy vifitants 
of their full fhare of their repaft. Monf. Bous 
eainville confefles, thas he was fupremely hap- 
py, becaufe he had previoufly fent on board 
what would be an equal fea{t to both the fhips 
companies. A contract was now made, that, 


while the fhips fhould remain in that harbour, — 


venifon 


Pa ee 
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venifon fhould be daily fupplied to the crews, 
that eighteen oxen, a number of fheep and 
poultry, and a quantity of rice (to fupply the 
place of bread) fhould be put on board. The 
Refident was likewife obliging enough to furnifh 
thé fick with a quantity of pulfe from the Com- 
pany’s garden; but much could not be ob- 
tained, as it is not generally cultivated on: ‘the 
Saucy.” ie 

The fick were now brought on mote! and 


the majority of the feamen were likewife indul- 
‘ged in walking about for their health and plea- 
‘fure. The Commodore hired the flaves be- 
longing to the Company to fill the water cafks, 
and to carry the feveral neceffaries on board. 


_ Monf. Bougainville and his officers were gra- 
tified with the pleafure of ftag hunting, and he 
mentions the deer of this country as moft ex- 


‘quifite food. The Dutch originally tranfported 


them hither. This ifland is defcribed as a dé=_ 


dightful compofition of woods, hills, plains, 
and well-watered vallies. 


The town of Cajeli, and about fourteen 


-Indian dwellings, formed the Dutch fettlement. 
fA ftone fort, which the Dutch had originally 
erected, was accidentally blown up in the year 


1689; fince which time it has no enclofure 
but that of palifadoes, with a battery of fix 
fmall cannons. | About fifty white’ people are 


~all that refide on the ifland, of whom a’Serjeant 


- and twenty-five men, commanded by the -Re- 
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fident, form a part. The negroes who refide 
in the interior parts of cali fubfift by 


the cultivation of rice. 


The Moors andthe Alfourians are the genuine 
natives of this country; the former are pro- 
tected by the Dutch factory, who endeavour 
to infpire them with the dread of all foreign- 
ers. Thefe people are principally kept in awe © 
by the influence of their own Chiefs, for whom 
the Dutch Refident profeffes a fincere regard. 
Dutch policy, in this, as in all their other 
fettlements, is the fame; by fomenting a jea- 


‘loufy among the Chiefs of their refpective de- 


pendants, a plot is no fooner formed by one 
Chief, than it is revealed by another.. The na- 
tives of Boero are not treated as flaves by the | 
Dutch; their flaves being procured from the 
iflands of Ceram, or Celebes. 

Unlimited freedom and independence istins 
to reign among the Alfourians, who, refiding 
on the mouniains in the interior parts of the 
ifland fubfift on the produce of their hunting, 
with fruits and fago, It is preftumed they are not - 
Mahometans, becaufe they eat {wines fiefh, 
The principal people among the Alfourians 
pay occafional vifits to the Dutch Relident; 
«© they would do as weil CARs our author) to 
s¢ ftay at home.” 

The chief products of this fided are various 


kinds of wood, particularly black and white 


ebony; and there is a fine plantation of pepper, 
The 
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The fruits are pine-apples, citrons, lemons, 
bitter oranges, fhaddocks, bananas and cocoa- 
nuts. Very good barley is likewife a produce 
of this country. 

Parrots, and a variety of ond birds, many 
of them extremely beautiful, abound in the 
woods. There is likewife the wild cat, whofe 
bag under the belly ferves for the conveyance 
of its young. Bats, and ferpents of an enor- 

‘mous fize, the latter of which are faid to have 
a {wallow capacious enough for the reception of 
‘a whole fheep. There-is a {nake too, which, 
potting itfelf on the trees, darts into the eye of 
the paflenger who happens to look up, and 
the bite of this animal is certain death. 

Crocodiles of an aftonifhing fize refide on 
the banks of the rivers, devouring fuch beatts as 
fall in their way ; and men are only protected 
‘rom their fury by carrying torches in their 
hands. , Monf. Bougainville afferts, that thefe 
crocodiles, which roam for prey in the night, 
have been even known to feize people in their 
boats. : 8g | 

The name of the Refident at Buero is Ou- 
man; he is by birth a Batavian, and is married 
to a native of Amboyna. He lives in great 

| elegance and fplendour, and is attended by no 

| lefs than a hundred flaves. Monf. Bougain- 
ville fpeaks of his politenefs and hofpitality in 
very high terms. After having twice regaled 
the French Officers in the ceremonious way, ‘he 


tree bid 
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bid adieu to all fet forms, but his houfe was _ 


conftantly open to them, as their own ; they al- 
wavs found good viands and liquors, and our 
author thinks this was no inconfiderable degree 
of civility to perfons who had fo lately been on 
the point of ftarving. 

The Refident’s houfe is conftrucied in the 
Chinefe tafte, inthe middle of a garden, which 
is interfected by a river: the houfe itfelf is a 
handfome building, and it is elegantly furnifh- 
ed. Its approach is through an avenue of 
trees, which are planted down to the fea-fide. 
The wife and daughter were habited in the Chi- 
nefe manner, and were no way deficient in the 
effential requifites of good ‘breeding. ‘Their 
ehief employment confifts in making nofegays, 
and felecting flowers proper for diftillation. 

The aftonifhment of Aotourou, at this firft 
fight of an European fettlement, may be more 


eafily conceived than defcribed. He regarded» 


every object with an intenfenefs of curiofity 
fearcely to be fatisfied ; but.he was particularly 


charmed with the hofpitality of the Dutch. ; 


He fuppofed every thing freely given, as he 
did not fee any thing returned by way of bars 
ter. Monf. Bougainville fays, that he hehaved 
fenfibly with refpect to the Dutch, to whom he 
intimated the confequence he was of in his own 
country, and that his prefent voyage was mere- 
ly pleafurable with friends whom he efteémed. 
Elis conftant practice was to imitate the man- 
ners. 


’ 
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mers of the French, both intheir vifits, and in 


their rural amufements. The knees of this 
Indian being diftorted, he attributed, to thar 
circumftance, his not being taken with the Com- 
modore on this farft vifit to the Refident, 
and actually defired fome of the feamen to 
prefs their weight on his knees, to make them 
{trait.—This, furely, isno great proof of that 
good fenfe which Monf. Bougainville has fre- 
guently hinted that Aotourou was poflefled 
of !—This iflander would frequently enquire if 
Paris was as grand a place as Boero. 

Though the French were only fix days on 
fhore, the healthful air of the place had fo far 
recovered the fick, that, by the help of the 
refrefhments now ready to be put on board, it 
was very poffible to perfect the cure at fea. 

The fick people were conveyed to the fhips 
in the morning of the 7th, and before evening 
every one was on board, in expectation of the 
land-breeze, by which, after much difficulty 
in weighing the anchor, they were enabled to 
fail about ‘an hour before midnight, and got 
clear of the gulph of Cajeli before morning. 

Monf. Bougainville now proceeds to a recital 
of the incidents which occurred during his paf- 
fage from Boero to Batavia, in which we fhall 
trace him with all neceffary exadtneis. 

Having coafted the ifland of Boero, the ifles 
of Manipa and Kilane were feen on the morn- 
ing of the 8th, and on the gth thev had fight 
gi owoiu a a ge of 
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of the ifland of Xullabeffic, where the Dutch 
have a factory, named Cleverblad, that is, the 
Clover-leaf. There is a garrifon, confifting of . 
twenty-five men, under the difcipline of a Ser- 
jeant, and commanded by a perfon who holds 
no higher rank than book-keeper to the Dutch 

Eaft India Company. Wi. 

Onthe roth the Commodore buried his tay- 
lor, who fella facrifice to the fcurvy, encreafed, 
when on the point of ‘cure, hen an exceflive 
drinking of brandy. | 

On the morning of the iith they had fight 
of the ifland of Wawoni, and in a few hours 
faw that of Button, the ftreights of which they - 
entered on the following day, and obferved a 
veficl of a fquare form, ranging the fhore, and 
towing a periagua. The French fhips were no 
fooner obferved by this veffel, than fhe furled 
her fail, and concealed herfelf behind a {mall 
ifland. A French feaman, whom Mont. Bou- 
eainville had engaged at Boero, faid, that the 
tie in queftion, was manned by a fet of Indian 
pirates, who made a practice of ee pri- 
foners, in order to fell them. 

In the afternoon the fhips failed by a beat- 
tiful port on the coaft of Celebes, the view of 
which land is delightfully variegated by moun- 
tains, hills, and vallies, and BosiGA with an 
exuberance of verdure. In a few hours after- 
wards the ifland of Pangafani wag in fight, to 
the northward of which appeared the higheft 

mountaing 
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ynountains of Celebes. Pangafani is a flat 
ifand, abounding in trees, and our author con- 
jectures, that it produces fpices; it is, how- 
ever, certain, that it is well inhabited, from 
the number of fires that were feen on it during 
the night. 

On the morning of the 13th the fhips were 
furrounded with Indian boats, bringing parro- 
quets, cockatoes, fowls, eggs, and bananas, 
which the natives fold for Dutch money, or ex- 
changed for knives. Théfe people were inha- 


_. bitants of a confiderable diftrict on the moun- 


tains of Button, oppofite the place where the 
fhips lay at anchor. On this fpot the land is 
cleared and cultivated, the property of different 
perfons, being divided by ditches. Some of 
the fields are enclofed by hedges, and there are 
houfes in thefe fields; befides which there are 

feveral villages. 
ine produce of the country confifts in po- 
tatoes, yams, rice, maize, &c.. and the bana- 
nas are deemed as good as in any part of the 
world. Pineapples, mangle apples, cocoa- 
nuts, and citrons, are very plentiful. The 
natives are of a brown complexion, ordinary 
features, and of low ftature. They profefs 
the Mahometan faith, and fpeak the lanouage 
common in the Molucca ifles. They are very 
honeft, though expert traders.—They offered 
_ Monf. Bougainville fome pieces of coarfe cotton 
piace but he does not fay whether he dealt 
with 
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with them or not; he afked them-for fome nuté 
megs, which they faid they procured from the 
ifland of €eram, and in the neighbourhood of 
Banda; and his remark is, that the Dutch 
_ cannot fupply them from thofe places. 

Our author defcribes the coaft of Pangafani 
as rifing in the form of an amphitheatre, from 
the level of the coaft, which he imagines is 
frequently overflowed, becaufe the dwellings 
of the natives were obferved to be fituated on 
the flope of the hiils. The people of Button 
confider the inhabitants of Pangafani as pi- 
rates, and each party is provided againft the’ 
attacks of the other by a dagger, which is al- 

ways worn, ftuck in the girdle. : 
The fhips failed on the morning of the 14th, 
_ but coming to an anchor in a few hours after- 
wards, a number of periaguas furrounded the 
Boudeufe, one of which hoifting Dutch co- 
Jours, the reft retreated, that fhe might come 
along fide.» It appeared, that in this boat was 
one of the Chiefs of the country, to whom 
alone the Dutch permit the diftinétion of canigia 
ing their colours. 

Our Commodore failed again on the 15th, 
and in the afternoon of that day difpatched his 
barge after a boat which was feen in a large 
bay, with a view to procure a pilot; and the 
boat readily came, having an Indian on board, 
.who, for thirteen ae readily engaged in 
the pilotage: but his intended fervices were ren- 

dered.» 
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dered unneceflary, by the fun happening to 
fhine with great luftre on a fpot which directed 
their pafling out of the channel. 

- . As oppofing winds and tides now obliged 
the fhips to come to an anchor, the periaguas 
came off in great numbers, bringing pieces of 
cotton, articles of curiofity, and variety of re- 
frefhments. At the approach of evening the 
fhips got clear of the narrow pafs, and anchor- 
ed in Bouton Bay. 

Monf. Bougainville gives an animated de- 
fcription of the paflage he had juft cleared. 
The coaft of Button abounds in enclofures 
proper for the catching fifh, while the rifine 
grounds are befpread with habitations, The 
eppofite fhore is perpendicular ; and after paf- 
fing the galley, both fides are fteep, hanging 
in jome places over the channel. “* One would — 

“* think (fays our author) that the god of the 

_ fea had opened a paffage here for the {welled 

— “ waters, by a itroke of his trident.”—Might 

he not as well have faid, that the great God of 

Nature is equally wife and wonderful in all his 

works?—-The coaft of Pangafani has two or 

three houfes on it, though it is little elfe than a 

folid rock, yet well cloathed with trees. “i 
The Indian pilot above-mentioned gave the 

beft inftructions in his power, refpecting the 

mode of paffing this gut; but he appeared 

totally unskilled in the European art of navi- 
gation. Another Indian, fuppofed to be the 
| pilot’s 
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_ pilot’s father, went on board the Boudeuf if — 
the morning, and remained till the evening. 
‘They both drank plentifully of brandy, but 
would eat only bananas and chew betel, abfo- 
lutely refufing to tafte of the fhip’s provifions. 
On the morning of the 17th, while the fhips 
were under fail, the Indians came off in ereat 
numbers, bringing fruit, poultry, and esas, 
which they fold fo reafonably, that even the 
common feamen could poffefs themfelves of 
- thofe refrefhments, in very great abundance, fo 
that-both the fhips had the appearance of laroe 
poulterers fhops, and capital fruiterers ware- 
houfes ona market day. | 
This morning five of the Orencaies, or Chiefa 
of Button, came off in a boat of the European 
form, with Dutch colours hoifted at its poop, 
Thefe people were drefled in jackets and long 
breeches, with turbans, and each of them had’ 
a filver-headed cane, with the Company’s 
marks on it... They gave Monf. Bougainville a 
Roe-buck, and received in return, each a quan- 
tity of filk. ftuffs. They paid many compli- 
ments to the French nation, freely drinking. 
the health of his moft Chriftian Majefty, and 
the king of Button, fo freely; indeed, that 
they were, at-length, obliged to be wid 
down the fhip’s fide into their boats, obnae 
~The Commodore enquired of the Orencaies, 
whether any. {pices gréw on the ifland of Button , 
to which they replied in the: negative, and were 
Ye -eafily 


.- 
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éafily credited, on account of the weaknefs of 
the Dutch fettlement, which is nothing more 
than a few huts, built of the Bamboo cane, 
and enclofed with pallifadoes. The whole 
guard, on the part of the company, confifts 
only of a Serjeant and three men. The coaft 
oppofite Button is enclofed, cultivated, and 
well-peopled ; nor is the ifland itfelf lefs po- 
pulous, or lefs fruitful. 

In the morning the Indian pilot vifited the 
Commodore, and informed him, that the fouth- 
eaft wind would blow frefheft exactly at noon. 
This proved to be ftri€tly true, and was a cir- 
cumftance fo well known to the natives, that 
all the boats which had furrounded the hip re- 
tired before the fun had gained his meridian 
altitude. | | 

Monf. Bougainville, taking advantage of the 
pilot’s advice, got out to fea with a fair wind, 
{teering for the ifland of Saleyor, which he dif- 
covered on the 18th.—On this ifland the Dutch. 
have a {mall fettlement, the principal Refident 
at whichis the book-keeper. This day at noon 
three iflands were difcovered, which were called 
North Iland, South Ifand, and Ifle of Paffage ; 
which laft was fo denominated from the fhips 
palling near it, for the advantage of a fafe na. 
vigation. 

By day-light on the roth they were within 
about a league of the coaftof Celebes, which, 
in this part is dgfcribed as one of the finett 

Ux coun= 
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countries in the world: - Immenfe herds of 


a 


cattle graze on the plains, which are adorned 
with groves, while the coaft is one continued 
plantation of the cocoa-nut ‘tree. The ‘plains 
are in moft places cultivated and covered with 
houfes, while the mountains behind them add: 
dignity and ornament to the whole picture. — 

On this day Monf. Bougainville chafed a 
Malayan boat, in the hope of obtaining a pi- 
lot acquainted with the coaft; but fhe fled at 
his approach, nor even brought to, after he 
had-fired feveral guns at her. He conjectures»: 
that the Boudeufe was miftaken for.a. Dutch 
fhip, and obferves, that the generality,of peo- 
ple on this coaft are. pirates, who. are’ alwayS 
made, flaves, of when they are taken: sp the 
Dutch. Baris 


~The fhips having, during the evening, fee 


‘ed» between an -ifland named Tanakeka, and © 


three {maller ifles, orders were given at mid- 
night to carry all the fail poffible, inorder to 
come within fight of the ifles of. Alambai.. 
, Atomidnight, between the. 21ft and: 22d, 
a boatiwas obferved advancing towards: the 
fhips; but, though guns were repeatedly fired 
fhe bore: off, in the apprehenfion, as \conjec- 
tured, that. they were Dutch veffels—Monf, 
_Bougainville’s obfervation is, that ‘* thefe;peo= 
© ple are more alae of the Dutch, than: of 
© the firing of guns,” —And, indeed, this ob- 
fervation feems. to be verified by another: boat 
i039 being 


a 
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being: equally: ftudious’ to avoid pe a few 
hours afterwards.o0 i) 2 © 

In the afternoon 6 the 22d the north batt 
of Madura was feen from the maft-head, and 
a number of fifhing boats were obferved, fome 
at anchor, and fome employed in their bufi- 
nefs:—On the following morning four fhips 
were/feen, two of which hoifted Dutch célours, 
and one.of them was fpoke with by the Bou- 
deufe,» which: proved to: be a fnow ares Ma- 
Jacea, bound for: Japara. | | 

Monf. Bougainville now coafted the land ae 
Java, the fhore of which is level, but thei in- 
terior country abounds in lofty mountains. 


On the morning of the 26th the coat of 
Java. appeared with the rifing fun. Inthe af- 
ternoon the Commodore {poke witha Dutch- 
man, who commandedia ‘boat bound for the 
ifles of Amboina and Ternate, who faid ’ that, 
according to-his reckoning, he was then wen 
ty-fix leagues from Batavia. | 


-\ Having come to an anchor for the night, the 
fhips failed early in the morning of the 27th, 
and, on the following night, came to an an- 
chor, in'the fear’of having even paft the port 


of Batavia; but having fight of the church of .__ 


that town in the morning, they failed into, and 
foon anchored in the road, happy to have, af- 
ter fo many toils, difficulties and dangers, 
feached a eat? which they conceived would foon 
rut 7 Mee rE TER Qyergik put 
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put a period to all their misfortunes, bp enfuring 
them a fafe arrival in Europe. 

Mont, Bougainville now proceeds to recite 
fuch incidents as happened during the time he 
was at Batavia, and gives fome particulars re- 
{pecting the Molucca iflands, 

We fearce know how to treat this fabjec 
with the delicacy with which it ought to be 
touched, as the readers of thefe volumes are 
already apprized of almoft every interefting 
particular refpecting Batavia; but we fhall, 
with the utmoft diligence, feleét fuch circum- 
ftancés as our French hiftorian has recorded, 
which have been either unknown to, or not 
treated of by the Englifh navigators, 


_ Monf. Bougainville, for reafons which wall 
operate on every prudent Commander, refol. 
ved to make his {tay at Batavia as fhort as pof, 
fible; but the want of bifcuit, a fufficient 
quantity of which was not baked, compelled 
him to ftay longer than he had intended. 

A Dutch officer came on board with a write _ 
ten paper, of which our Frenchman underftood © 
not a word: but the Cockfwain having en- 
quired who their vifitants were, demanded a 
certificate, written and figned by the command- 
ing officer. Monf. Bougainville, who had 
{ent an officer on fhore te wait on the Governor, 
declined to give any anfwer till his return, 
This Officer came back late in the evening 
with an account, that his Excellency was at his 

countrys 
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eountry-houfe, but that he had been with the 
Shebander, who promifed to introduce the Com- 
modore to the Dutch General, on the following 
day. 7 

The heat of this climate requires, that vifits 
fhould be made early in the morning: Mont 
Bougainville therefore fet out foon after day- 
break, and, after waiting on the Shebander, | 
was by him conduéted to the Governor General, 
who was then at one of his country refidences 
about nine miles from the town, 

The behaviour of this Chief of an import 
ant diftrict was equally fincere and obliging: 
he approved’of the conduct of the Refident at 
Boero, in his treatment of the French. during 
the hour of their diftrefs, He gave permiffion 
for the fick to be lodged in the hofpital, and 
iffued the proper orders for their being receiv- 
ed. The furnifhing of the neceffary fupplies 

was left to the Shebander, and when all mat- 
ters of bufinefs were ended, the Governor 
afked the Commodore if he would falute the 
citadel. To this it was anfwered in the affirma+ 
tive, on the condition that the falute fhould be 
properly returned. Thefe preliminaries being | 
adjufted, Monf. Bougainville went on board 
his fhip, faluted with fifteen guns, and was 

complimented with the fame number, 
Confidering the matter ferioufly, is not all 
this moft egregious nonfenfe?—A Frenchman 
agrees to wafte a cetain quantity of his Maf- 
| tes’s 
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ter’s, powder, provided:.a Dutchman will blow 
into the. air, an equal, quantity of the pow- 
der. of their High Mightinefles, the States Ge- 
neral ! 
. The fick people were now fent to the hofpi- 
tal, twenty- cight in number, moft .of whom 
were troubled with the bloody st oth the reft 
with the feurvy. | ) cs 
|The officers aes taken Ladeines an che 
town. fixed a day for paying a sits of cere= 
mony to the Governer,, at) his country- ies 
called | Jacatra 5. after which they ‘vifited, in 
form, |~ an officer - called Schout-by-Nacht, or 
Rear Admiral, who-is'a member of. ‘the Regen- 
cy, and|has.a vote in every matter refpecting 
maritime affairs, >i Thisogentleman lives: with a 
degree of ior that: steers not. eo a 
Prince-qnise! tend wot yrmos tosh 
Monte Bohosinville mentions: vie eNatre of 
Batavia, as. an elegant buildings; but of the — 
performances: hé was: not qualified to ‘judge, 
from a! total ignorance of the language. , His 
curiofity impelled, him to take a view. of the 
Chinefe comedies,’ but'of thefe, alfo, he could 
form no judgment but ‘from fight. .-Exclufive 
of the exhibitions on the regular, theatres, he 
. fays, © that a kind of) pantomine, 4s; daily. per= 
formed, on. {caffolds. erected in, the. Chinefe 
quarter of the. city; Tei iS, a, fingularity. of the 
Chinefe. _comedy,. that the. characters of men 
are reprefented by women ; nor is it unfrequent. 
a ihe to 
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to fee’ the actors entertain, ay {fpectators with a 
boxing-match. » 

- Our ingenious voyager reprefents the neigh- 
Bourhiéad § bar Batavia as elegant beyond de- 
fcription,— The neatnefs is all Dutch; the 
magnificence truly Parifian—A clergyman of 
Batavia, Mr. Mohr, diftinguifhed for his im- 
menfe riches, and his extenfive knowledge, has 
erected, in the garden of one of his country- 
houfes, one of the,moft fuperb obfervatories in 
the world, and has furnifhed it with great va- 
riety of inftruments of the conftruction of Eu- 
ropean artifts. Our author obferves, ‘that he 
“< is doubtlefs the richeft of all the children of 
«¢ Urania.” 3 

The water of Batavia is of fo : Blt a qualitys 
that the people of fortune import Seltzer water 
from Holland, for their common drinking, at 
a moft enormous expence. ‘The houfes of this 
city are built only one ftory high, on account 
of the frequent earthquakes, which would be 
of pernicious CORTEQHENGS to buildings of a 
lofty conftruction. hi Tire ahaa 

The riches of the Batavians are marked by 
the magnificent tafte in which their houfes are 
firnithed’a yet is the city faid to be Cae ‘infe- 
rior to what it was fome' years ago; and it ts 

certain, that the rent'of houfes is not - half ’as 
much as it was? yet will this place always be 
rich, through the refined policy of the Dutch, 
which makes it difficult for any many after he 
Pope ee has 
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has amaffed a fortune, to tranfmit it to Europe: 
for any money intended to befent to Holland, 
muft pafs through the hands of the Company, 
who charge eight per cent. for the care of 
fending it to Higrene exclufive of which, the 
current-money of Batavia would fuftain a lofs 
of no lefs than twenty-eight per cent. even if 
it could be {muggled out of the country. =~ 

The diftinétion of rank is obferved in. the 
firicteft degree at Batavia, What the French 
call the Evsquette isnever difpenfed with. The 
gradation of rank is as follows, viz. the high Re- 
gency, the Court of Juftice, the Ecclefiattics, 
the Company’s fervants, the fea officers, ane 
thofe of the military. 

There is no appeal from the see ions of the 
Court of Juftice. This court, about twenty 
years fince, fentenced to death the Governor of 
Ceylon, who had been convicted of moft infa- 
mous oppreffions in his government; and he 
was executed oppofite the citadel at Batavia. 
_ If any of the refpective fovereigns of the 
iland of Java offend againft the eftablithed © 
Dutch policy, they are put to death in the moft 
inhuman manner. On thefe melancholy oc- 
cafions, the unhappy fufferers are drefled in 
white drawers, and are never beheaded, from 
a conviction prevalent among them, that ap- 
pearing in any other drefs, or vifiting the other 
world without their heads, would be produc- 
tive of the moft fatal confequences: nor do the 

_ Dutch - 
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Dutch daré to controvert thefe opinions, as the 
immediate confequence of fuch a procedure on 
their part would be a revolt of that of the Ja- 
- vanefe. | 

The Dutch Company have an exclufive 
right to a large part of the ifland of Java-— 
The ifland of Madura did formerly belong to 
them, but the Chief of it revolted from their 
authority, and the fon of this revolting king 
is at prefent the Governor of that very ifland, 

of which his father had been the Sovereign. 
"The Dutch, equally deep in every ftroke of 
their politics, have feized the province of Ba- 
limburan, in confequence of the Sovereign of 
that diftriét having revolted from their autho- 
fity. Tt is afferted, that the Enelifh erected 
him a fort, and fupplied him with arms and 
-ammunition to combat that flavery, which he 
thought the more an indignity, becaufe it was 
impelled by the mercantile world. After a 
war of two years, and after repeated battles, 
yn thé laft of which the Javanefe Prince and 
his family were made prifonets, the Dutch be- 
came final conquerors, and the routed Sove- 
reign being lodged in the citadel of Batavia, 
foon fell a facrifice to the grief that preyed on 
his mind. 'When Monf. Bougainville arrived 
at Batavia, it waS in agitation to fend the fon 
and the other branches of this unhappy family 
to the Cape of Good Hope, inorder that they 
might fpend.the reinains of a wretched ex« 
iftence on the ifland of Roben. The feveral 
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Chiefs of the different diftri&ts of the ifland’ of 
Java are furrounded with. Dutch guards, fo 
that they are Kings only in name. From thefe, 
however, the Dutch receive arrac, rice, fugar, | 
‘coffee and tins in return for which they fup- 
ply opium, the fale of which is very profitable} 
from the great quantities confumed by the Ja- 
vanele. 

Our Commodore now arodeedt to a defcrip- 
tion of the commerce of Batavia, and a reci- 
tal of many particulars refpecting the Molucca 
Wands; but thele particulars, or others fo ex- | 
ceedingly refembling them, being recorded.in 
many volumes of voyages, we fhall pafs them 
over in fearch of fomething g really new, and re- 
{pecting ‘which our author appears to have 
been well informed. . ' eetirt 

Before the crews of the Boudeufe and Etoile 
had been ten days at Batavia, the difeafes.com- 
mon to that climate began to attack them with 
all their fury. ‘rom a vigorous ftate.of health 
the people were, in a few days, reduced to the , 
brink of the grave; nor could. the Commo-_ 
dore’s utmoft diligence enable him to tranfadk. 
his affairs with a proper degree of difpatch, as: 
the illnefs. of the Shebander -himfelf samo 3 
the acceleration of his bufinefs.- | ard 

, Every officer. on board the Boudeufe biekbait 
to feel the fatal effets of the climate; and, at: 
length, Aotourou felt the direful influence of: 
this pettiferous slimes 3, and it is fuppofed, that. 

, | 2.2 nothing: 
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nothing but the readinefs with which he took’ 
the prefcriptions offered him, could have faved 
him from the moft fatal confequences of the 
sae, For along time after he left Bata- 

, he diftinguifhed it by the name of Enoua 
phate the land which kills. 
Mont. Bougainville now proceeds to a de- 
feription of his leaving Batavia, his touching 
at the ile of France, and his return to his na= 
tive-country, of which we fhall have occafion 
to fay but little, as the run from Batavia to” 
Europe is univerfally well known, and has been 
previoufly defcribed in the courfe of thefe 
volumes. 
- The fhips failed on the 16th of October, 
7768, and cleared the ftreights of Sunda on 
the roth in the afternoon. By this time the 
crew were all perfectly recovered of the fcurvy, 
but a few of them remained ill of the bloody 
flux. On the 2oth the fhips were in fight of 
the ifle of France, and on the 8th of Novem- 
ber, the Boudeufe anchored in the port of that 
-ifland; the Etoile, which had been unavoida- 
bly left behind, anchoring in thes fame Port, on: 
the following day. 


* At this place the ilies were repaired, ies 
the Commodore left behind him on the ifland 
feveral perfons, who defired to add to ‘the 
~numbers already in that colony. © 
" The Commodore expreffes his Ra dvinatst si 
he ayes enabled, after fo tedious a voyage, .to 
Stood ** - Oe KG, enrich 
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enrich this colony with inhabitants and ne- 


ceflaries; but he laments in the moft pathetic 7 


terms the death of the Chevalier du Bouchage, 
an Enfign on board the King’s thip, whofe 
abilities as an officer could be furpaffed. only 
by his virtues and accomplifhments as a man, 

Our author {peaks, in the moft lavith terms, 
of the forges for making iron, which are efta- 
blifhed on this ifland, and he even prefers them 
to thofe of Europe; how far he is juftified in 
this preference, muft be left to future naviga- 
tors, or future artificers to determine. - 


Mont. Bougainville failed from this place the 


12th of December, 1768, leaving the Etoile 


behind him, to undergo fome neceflary repairs ; 
and this fhip did not arrive in*+France till a 
month after the Boudeufe. Without encoun- 
tering any fingular accident, our adventurers 
had fight of the Cape of Good Hope on the 
y8th of January, and came to an anchor in 
Table Bay on the following morning, 


Our author yery judicioufly omits a defesiat | 


tion of the Cape, which has been fo often 
and fo accurately deicribed by our circumna- 
vigators, and other voyagers: one circum- 
{tance, however, he fails not te mention, that 


they killed a quadrupede, named the Giraffe, 


which was feventeen feet in height, and that 
they took the young one alive, which mea- 
fured feven feet. ‘ None of thefe (fays our 
*¢ author) had been feen after that which was 

$ broughe 


~ 


ROUND THE WORLD. 349 
-# brought to Rome in the time of Czefar, and 
*¢ fhewn there in the amphitheatre.” 

-Monf. Bougainville failed from the Cape on 
the 17th, and came to an anchor off the ifland 
of St. Helena on the 4th of February, where 
he remained till the 6th, and then got under 
fail in purfuance of his voyage to France. 

On the 25th of this month the Commodore 
joined the Swallow, commanded by Captain 
Carteret: what paffed in confequence of this 
junction the readers of thefe volumes are al- 
ready acquainted with. 

Nothing material happened from this time 
till they had fight of the ifle of Ufhant, when 
a violent {quall of wind had nearly blafted all 
the blooming hopes of fo fine a voyage. On 
the 15th the Commodore bore away for St, 
Maloes, which he entered on the following day, 
after an abfence of two years and four months 
from his native country; during all which 
time he had buried only feven of his crew, a 
circumftance that will be deemed truly aftonith- 
ing, when we reflect on the variety of dangers 
they had encountered; the amazing changes of 
climate they had experienccd ; the bair breadth 
perils they had efcaped, and the eftimated pro- 
portion of time that any man may be fuppofed 
to live, at any given age, when in full health, 
and breathing his native air. To what then 
fhall we afcribe the unexampled fuccefs of Monf. 
Bougainville’s circumnavigation, but to the be- 
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nevolent interpofition of that particular provi-’ 
dence, the exiftence of which hath been lately’ 
fo boldly, and with {uch apparent weight of ar- 
gument, denied. : 
Thus have we traced, with the pen st fide: 
lity, this ingenious hiftorian, from the milder’ 
climate of France to the frozen regions of the 
Magellanic ftreights; and from thofe ftreights 
through the intenfe burnings of the torrid zone, 
back again to the benevolent influence of the 
Waranten fun ;.and abating that vanity pecue. 
liar to the French, and that nationality, which, 
if criminal, 1s a crime arifing from a noble and 
' praife-worthy caufe, we muft confefs, that his 
narrative is as much more philofophical and 
ingenious, as it is more pert and flippant than 
the narratives of our Englifh adventurers !> 
‘Monf. Bougainville has introduced, in the body 
of his volume, ‘2 narrative of the eftablifhment: 
ef the Spaniards in Rio de la Plata; and alfa: 
an account of the miffions in Paraguay, and 


the expulfion of the Jefuits from that province; _ 
but as thefe recitals feemed to have no imme-' | 
diate connection with the Commodore’s circum- 
navigation, we have not interrupted the narra-' 


tive, thinking they would come in with more 
propriety immediately after the clofe of i 
ih ; pa 

The river de la Plata takes a. 1 goitheetp 
courfe to the 34th’ degree latitude, where it is 
united with the river Uraguai, making one 
“AT ek ftream, 
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Stream, which runs ftill foutherly to the ocean’ 
The Jefuits have advanced a falfe principle of 
geography, ,and other authors have fell into 
their errors, by fuppofing the river de la Plata 
to {pring from the lake of Xaragés. Thislake, 
which has: been the fubject of much “one 
is now fuppofed to have no exiftence, 


By order of the courts of Spain and Portus 
' gal, the Marquis of Valdelirais and Don George 
Menezés, undertook to determine the limits of 
poffeffion of thefe two powers; and accordingly 
feveral Spanifh and Portuguefe officers, tra- 
verfed this large diftri€t of America between 
the years 1751 eae 1755. ‘The Spaniards em- 
barked on the river Paraguai, and the Portu- 
guefe proceeded from a fettlement belonging to 
the Crown of Portugal, called Maragoffo, 
fituated on the interior boundaries of the Bra-' 
zils, at about 12 degrees fouth latitude, and 
proceeded up the river Caourou, which, ac- 
cording to the maps of the Jefuits, is defcrib- 
ed as aie into the lake Xaragés. But how 
great was sie furprize and difappointment at 
mecting in the 14th degree of fouth: latitude, 
in the river Paraguai, without finding any thing’ 
to juftify the fuppofition of the exiftence of: 
the lake! Hence.it was concluded; that the 
periodical inundations of the river over a con-’ 
fiderable tract of the adjacent country, having 
been received in the low grounds, formed a 
Re Rowelet of RS GN Be TR PS hody> 
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body of water, which, by former navigators, 
was taken for the ideal lake. | 

The fource of the Paraguai, or Riode la 
Plata, is among the mountains, between the 


‘two oceans, and between five and fix degrees 


fouth latitude, and it empties itfelf into the river 
of Amazons. The Uraguai arifes in the Caps 
tainfhip of St. Vincent’s, in the Brazils; and 
the Parana in the mountains to the eaft norths 
eaft of Rio Janeiro, whence it flows to the weft- 
ward, and then changes its courfe to the fouth. 

It appears, from the account of the Abbé 
Prevoft, that Diaz de Solis firft difcovered the 
Parana in 1515, and called it after himfelf, bue 
that in 1526 Sebaftian Cabot named it la Platay 
or of filver, on account of the many pieces of — 
filver which he obferved in the pofieffion of the 
natives of the adjacent country. The fort of 
Eifpirutu Santo was erected by Cabot, who had 
fearcely time to fee it completed before it was 
levelled with the earth. 

In 1535, Don Pedro de. Minded great Cup- 
bearer to. the Emperor, failed for the river dé 
Ja Plata, and founded Buenos Ayres; but this 
undertaking proved extremely unfuccefsful; and 
after Mendoza’s death, the inhabitants of 
Buenos Ayres, unable to defend themfelves’ 
againf{ the depredations of the Indians, and 
living in perpetual dread of famine, fled for 
fanéiuary to Aflumption, now the capital of | 
Paraguai, which was built by the followers of 

Mendoza, 


ROUND THE WORLD. 39 
Mendoza, foon became well inhabited, and» 
of courfe, confiderably enlarged. Don Pedro 
-Artiz de Zarara, Governor of Paraguai, rebuilt 
Buenos Ayres, upon an improved plan, in the 

‘year 1580, and it foon became the principal 
refort of fhips navigating the South Seas; foon 
after which it was an epifcopal fee, and the 


place of refidence of the chief magiftrate. 


The fituation of Buenos Ayres is computed to 
be in 34 deg. 55 min. fouth latitude, and 
61 deg. 5 min. weft longitude from Paris. 
The enrineiies including negroes, do not 
exceed twenty thoufand, notwithftanding which, 
the town covers a very large {pace of ground, owe 
ing to the generality of the habitations having no 
more than a ground floor,. with {pacious court= 
yards and extenfive gardens. The public mar- 
ket is held in a grand fquare, the ancles of 
which are formed by the Governor’s palace, 
the town hali, the cathedral and the epifcopal 
palace. There is no harbour at Buenos Ayres, 
fo that fhips of any confiderable burden are 
obliged to fail to Encenada de Baragon, about 
ten leagues eaft fouth-ealt of the town, or elfe 
receive and deliver their freights by means of 
{mall boats, © | 
Adjoining to the Jefuit’s convent, there is a 
building, called the houfe for the exercifes of 
women, where married-and unmarried people, 
without the confent of their hufbands or friends, 
fequefter themfelves for the fpace of twelve 
eye days, 
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days, during which time various relicious ex 
ercifes are practiced, almoft without intera 
mifion. ‘There are holy ceremonies appointed 
for the flaves ; and fuch of the negroes, as pay 
four reals per annum to the Dominicans, are 
admitted members of fome religious commu- 
nity, are intitled to certain ‘holidays, to hear 
maf{s, and a decent interment at the expence 
of the friars, 

This community of negroes acknowledge 
St. Benedict of Palermo, and the Virgin for 
their patrons; and on the days dedicated to 
thefe faints they felect two perfons to reprefent 
the kings of Spain and Portugal, who are fol- 
lowed by all the negroes of the order, parading 
through the ftreets from the rifing to the fitting 
‘of the fun, fi linging, dancing, reprefenting bat- 
tles, and repeating religious incantations. 

The grounds near Buenos Ayres are extreme- 
ly fruitful, producing all the real neceffaries of 
life; but it is entirely uncultivated at only 
_ three leagues diftance; and in crofling the plains 
{carce a hovel is to be met with; fo that paf- 
fengers are frequently under the neceffity of 
fleeping in their carriages, and thofe who exe) 
on horfeback are often, for many fucceffive 
nights, expofed to the inclemency of the wea- 
ther. Horfes and black cattle abound in thefe 
plains, and the latter are frequently killed by 
travellers, who take away fufficient for a few 
meals, and leave the reft for the birds and 
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Leafs of prey. The only furious animals 
Known here are wild dogs and tygers: the for- 
mer, which are faid to have been originally 
brought from Europe, are both fierce and nu- 
merous; and perhaps owing to their food, and 
the climate feem, as it were, greatly to have 
altered their fpecies ; the latter are of the ufual 
kind, but are not very frequently met with. 

In the neighbourhood of Buenos Ayres 
wood is fo extremely fcarce, that very little is to 
be found that will even ferve for fuel, and what 
is ufed in erecting and repairing houfes, or in 
refitting veflels, is tranfported from Paraguai. — 

The Indians inhabiting this part of America 
are of a copper complexion, feldom exceeding 
five feet in ftature, and of a very forbidding 
afpect. ‘Their Chief is diftinguifhed by a thong 
of leather tied round his-forehead, to which 
are faftened feveral plates of copper. The 
arms they ufe are bows and arrows, noofes and 
balls. Thefe balls are about the circumfe- 
rence of a two pound cannon ball, and being re- 
ceived in leathern cups at the end of cords of 
about fix or feven feet long, they throw them 
when on horfeback, with fuch amazing force 
and dexterity, as to be almoft at. a certainty of 
killing an animal at the aitrarice of three hun- 
dred yards. 

Some years ago a number of delinquents, 
efcaping the punifhment they were fentenced to, 
retreated to the north of the Maldonadoes, 
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where being joined by fome deferters and In 


dian women, they have formed a community of 
defperadoes. They frequently plunder the 
Spanifh fettlements, and carry their {poils to 
the boundaries of the Brazils, where they re. 
ceive, in exchange for them, fire-arms and 


‘clothes, from the Paulifts, another defperate 


race*of robbers, fuppofed to be between fix 
and feven hundred in number, who removed - 
from Brazil farther to the north-weft about the 


fixteenth century; fince which time they have. - 


continually traverfed the adjacent country. in 
parties ; and fuch travellers as are fo unfortue | 
nate as to meet with them, generally fall 
victims to their cruelty and rapine. 

The governments of Tucuman and Para- 
gual, with the miffions of the Jefuits, are de- 
pendent upon the Governor-general of la Plata, 
who, in all matters relating to the filyer mines 
of Potofi, is under the jurisdiGtion of the Vice- 
roy of Peru. A mint having been lately ef- 
tablifhed at Potofi, the filver will not in future 
be brought from thence in the ore, but refined — 
on the fpor. | 

Two hundred carts, attended by three hun. 
dred men, go annually from Buenos Ayres to 
fetch falt from the lakes adjacent to the fea in, 
forty-three degrees latitude; and the neceffity. 
of obtaining falt is the only motive that indu- 
ces the Spaniards to travel fo far fouth of Bue. 
nes Ayres, where the country exhibits a melan. 
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choly profpe& of dreary and uncultivated 
wilds. 

The principal commerce of. Buenos Ayres 
is with Peru and Chili, to which province they 
fend cotton, mules, fome fkins, and about four 
hundred thoufand Spanith pounds weight of 
the Paraguai herb, or South Sea tea every year ; 
_ great part of this laft article is confumed by the 
inberere in the Peruvian mines; it being ef: 
teemed a moft excellent preventative againft 
the effects of the noxious vapours arifing from 
thofe inexhauftible funds of treafure. 

-Notwithftanding there is but little trade at 
Buenoes Ayres, it is a place of fuch great 
riches, that the regifter fhips frequently carry 
away a million of dollars each; and if they 
were inclined to extend their fkin and fur trade, 
thofe articles alone would, undoubtedly, ac- 
quire them immenfe wealth. 

Montevideo was built between forty and 
fifty years fince, upon a peninfula, to the north 
of the river, and about ninety miles above its 
mouth. The town has a bay, affording fate 
anchorage, but in boifterous weather fome fkil] 
muft be exerted, to keep clear of a chain of 
hidden rocks off the eaft point of the bay, which 
are called Punta de las Carretas. The town of 
Montevideo affords every refrefhment; and the 
air being particularly falubrious, renders it {till 
more inviting to the fons of Neptune, who 
here find a esigich renewal of that health and 
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vigour, which, from various caufes, mutt in- 
evitably be impaired by a long refidence on the 
ftormy element. | | i 


The Jefuits took up their refidence at Para- 
guay in the year 1580, and in the time of 
Philip the Third founded their celebrated 
miffions, called indifferently by the Europeans 
Paraguai or Uraguai.. Thefe miffions are thir- 
ty-feven in number ; twenty-nine being on one 
fide of the river Uraguai, and eight on the op- 
polite fhore. 

The Jefuits undertook to convert the natives 
of this tract of America to the Roman Catholic 

religion, and in order to encourage them to 
purfue this very difficult tafk with a proper de- 
cree of fpirit, they were rendered independent. 

: ie the Governor’s authority, and allowed an 
annual ftipend of fixty thoufand piaitres for, 
their neceffary expences. And in order to in- 
demnify the Crown for this expence, a tax of 
one piaftre per head was levied upon all the In- 
dians between the age of eighteen and fixty. 

Notwithftanding the many and great obfta- 
cles which would have difpirited lefs determi- 
ned men, the Jefuits, by a fteady perfeverance, 
‘the moft ardent zeal, and a ftriét attention to- 
the genius and difpofition.of thefe favages, at 
iength, civilized. their manners, implanted in 
their minds the principles of the Chriftian re- 
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ligion, and made them happy within them- 
felves and ufeful to the community. 

In the year 1757 the Spanifh monarch hay- 
ing given up the colonies on the left fhore of 
the river to the Portuguefe, in exchange for 
Santo Sacramento, with a view to fuppre(s the 
fmuggling trade, the Indians of the ceded co- 
lonies, difgufted at being driven from their 
cultivated lands, took up arms againft the Spa: | 
niards. Don Jofeph Andonaighi, Governor- 
general of the province de la Plata, and Don 
Joachim de Viana, Governor of Montevideo, 
marched againft, and entirely defeated them. 
Soon after this battle the infurrections being 
quelled, Viana left Buenos Ayres, and was ac- 
companied as far as the Maldonados by feven 
Indian families, where they fettled, leading a 
life of exemplary prudence andinduftry. The - 
fituation of thefe reclaimed people gives an 
idea of what the poets call the golden age: 
they knew no diftinction of rank, were neither in= 
cumbered with riches, nor oppreffed with po- 
verty; and as all their wants were fupplied 
from the warehoufes appointed to receive the 
produce of the common labour, they had no 
incitement to ule finifter and clandeftine means 
to obtain private property. 

‘The country in which the miffions are fitu- 
ated, reaches about four hundred and fifty 
miles eaft and weft, and about fix hundred miles 
north and fouth ; and the number of the inha- 
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bitants is computed tobe three hundred thous 
fand. There are immentfe forefts of all kinds 
ef wood, and extenfive meadows, watered by 
innumerable {mall rivers and brooks, which 
produce pafture fufficient for upwards of two 
millions of cattle. | 

The country was divided into diftri€ts, over 
each of which two Jefuits were appointed to 
prefide ; one of whom acted as Reétor, and 
the other as his Curate. |The Indians lived in. 
the moft abject ftate of fubmiffion to their Rec- 
tors, who feverely chaftifed”them for mifde- 
meanours, and annually appointed a number 
of inferior officers, called Corregidors, to take | 
cognizance of petty offences, 

_ Near the church are two large’ buildings; one 
of which was inhabited by a great number of 
‘girls, who were inftructed in various occupa- 
tions. The other building was occupied by 
young negroe men, who were brought up to 
-_yarious ‘? profeffions ; and one depart- 
ment of this building was appointed to the 
teaching of mufic, fculpture, archite€ture, &c. 
The Rector’s houfe ftood between thefe build- 
ings, and had communications with each, which . 
he vifited every day to fee the provifions juftly 
diftributed, and the proper decorum in other. 
refpects fbrictly obferved. 

The entire expulfion of the Jefuits from the 
‘Spanilh dominions having been refolved upon, 
Don Francis Buccarelli was appointed to carry 

this 
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this defign into execution ; and he accordingly 
failed for Buenos Ayres, arrived there in the 
beginning of 1767, and immediately fent the 
difpatches with which he was charged, to the 
Governors of Peru and Chili, and the com- 
manders of Cordoua, Mendoza, Corrientes, 
Santa-Fe, Salta, Montevideo, -and Paraguay. 
Thefe difpatches were accompanied by letters, 
ftrictly enjoining the perfons, to whom the dif- 
patches from the Court were directed, not to 
open them till an appointed day. As it was a 
matter of doubt, whether the Indians would 
tamely fubmit to fee Jefuits arrefted in the co- 
lonies, all the preparations for carrying the 
King’s orders into execution were conducted with 
the moft profound fecrecy. The time for ac- 
complifhing this grand defign at length arrived, 
and the different Governors being previoufly 
anftructed to open their letters, and to proceed 
according to their contents, with all imagirfable 
difpatch. . 

The general execution began about two 
o'clock in the morning, when hai atubs: witla 
equal horror and aftonifhment, found their ha- 
bitations invefted by the Spanifh troops. — 

_ They evinced a high degree of philofophical 
refignation and humility in quietly fubmicting 
to their fate, which they confeffed was not fo 
fevere as their crimes deferved. 

Qn the thirteenth of September a Cacique 
belonging to each colony, and all the corregi- 
som A dpe 
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dors, arrived at Buenos Ayres. Thefe people 
were politically detached from their companions 
by the following ftratagem, with a defign of | 
fecuring them as hoftages, in cafe any refiftance 
had been made. The Governor-general fent 
for them, under pretence of communicating | 
the fubftance of the King’s letters; and thefe 
deluded people were not informed of the events 
that had happened, till they received’ the ac- 
count from the mouth of the Governor, who 
gave them a general: audiénce, immediately | 
upon their arrival ; when the Governor inform- 
ed them, that he came to free them from the 
flavery they had long groaned under, and di- 
recting them to one of the houfes formerly oc- 
ccupied by the Jefuits, they were there pro- 
perly provided for at the King’s expence. 
The Jefuits had eftablifhed other miffions than 
thofe abovementioned to the fouth of Ura- 
guay, and were making great’ progrefs fouth- 
ward of Chili, towards the ifland of Chiloé, 
but the unexpected turn ‘of affairs in Europe 
“utterly deftroyed the work, the completion of 
which had been an objet of great attention for 
a long feries of years. 
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Vocanutary of the Language of Tarts IsLAND. 


+ 


Abobo, To-morrow. . 

Aibou, Come. 

Ainé, Girl (fille) 

Aiouta, There is fome. 

Aouereré, Black. 

Aouero, — Egg. | 

Aourl, Tron, gold, filver,. every me- 

tal, or inftrument of metal, | 

Aoutti, Flying filb. | 
Aouira, Lightning. 

Apalari, To break or defiroy. 

Ari, Cocoa-nut. 

Ateatea, © White. 

Fa, Root. 

Eai, Fire. 

Fame, Drink made of cocoa-nuts. 
Fani, - All manner of fighting. 
Bivl, Little. 

Fite, To underfiand. 
_Elao, A fly. 

Emaa, A fling. 

Emeitai, To give. 

Emoe, To fleep. 

Enapo, Vefterday. 

Enoanoa, | To fimell well. 
-Enoo-te-papa, Sit down. 

Enoua-Taiti, Ihe country of Taitt 


’ Enoua-Paris, Tbe country of Parts. 
Ea, To fweat. 
Lite % 
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Eoe-tea, An arrow, 

Eoe- pai, A paddle or oar. 

Fonou. Turile.. 

Eoual, Rain, 

Bourty- 3 A dancer. 

Eouriay® 4 dancing-girl, 

Epouré, +’ To pray. 

Era, The fun. 

Erai,. «Heaven. 

Eeroy sy Ant. 

Eri, Kang. | 

Erie, . Royal, 

E.tai,” Sea, 

Eseina, | lder brether or fj er, 

_Etouana, Younger brother or fier. . 
Pets cu Oyfier. 
Etol, -. MA butcher. 
THE 
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AVING in the former wat of this Colleton 
given. an authentic account of the pro- 
ceedings and difcoveries of the Englifh naviga- 
tors who have lately furrounded ily globe ; tl 
| alfo a copious detail of the voyage of a cotempo- 
rary navigator of another nation, who, jealous of 
the Englifh defigns, was commmiffioned to follow 
the fame track, That the prefent undertaking 
may not want novelty to recommend it, I have 
procured, at a confiderable expence, the jour- 
nal of a new voyage to the northern part of 
the globe; a voyage which his Majefty, in a 
particular manner, has thought fit to patronize, 
and which was equipped with fuch care and 
| -circumfpection, that nothing was found want- 
-- » dng during the courfe of it. 
| This voyage I have maea by way of Sup- 
| plement, without any additional expence to 
the fubfcribers ; and have prefixed to it a brief 
recapitulation of the many attempts that have 
been made for the difcovery of a north-eaft paf- 
ii fage to China and Japan, and alfo have fub- 
| joined a like fummary of the enterprizes fet on . 
foot by government, or undertaken by private 
j adventurers, for difcovering a communication 
with the great pacific ocean by a paflage from 
the north-weft. 
i Dhele 
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INTRODUCTION. 


T is fortunate for commerce, and the inter- 
courfe of nations, that there is implanted in 
man’s natire a defire of novelty, which no pre- 
fent gratification can fatisfy ; that when he has 
vifited one region of the earth, he is (till, like 
Alexander, fighing for another to explore ; and 
that, after having efcaped one danger in his 
progreis, he is no lefs eager to encounter others» 
that may chance to obftruct him in the courfe 
of his purfuits. . 

If the hiftory of formet hardfhips could have 
deterred men from engaging in new adventures, 
the Voyage, the particulars of which we are 
now about to relate, would probably never have 
been undertaken. The dreary regions that fur- 
round the poles are fo little accuftomed to feel 
the kindly influences of the enlivening fun, and 
are {6 deftitute of the ordinary productions of | 
the earth in happier climates, that little lefs > 
than one whole quarter of the globe is, by its 
fterility, rendered uninhabitable by human 
beings, and but thinly occupied by a very incon~ 3 
fiderable number of the race of quadrupedes. * 
The many and almoft infuperable difficulties © 
that muft therefore be expected in traverfing: 
thefe forlorn defarts, where no relief is to be 

B expected, 
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expected, but from the favourable interpofition 
of that power, whofe merciful providence ex- 
tends to the remoteft corners of the earth, are, 
upon refleétion, enough to cool the ardour of 
the moft enterprifing, and to ftagger the refolu- 
tion of the moft intrepid. _ | 
In the contention between powers, equally 
formed by nature to meet an oppolition, it may 
be. glorious to overcome; but to encounter 
ragi ing. feas, tremendous rocks, and bulwarks 
of pseats ice, and defperately to perfift in attempts 
to prevail againit fuch formidable enemies ; as 
the conf.g 3 1S hopeleds, fo the event is certain. 
The, hardieft and moft fitful navigator, after: | 
expofing himfelf and his companions _ tO. the | | 
moft.perilous dangers, and fufk fering, in prepor- 
tion to his hardinefs the mof complicated dit 
treffes, mult at lafk fubmit to return home with. ' 
out, faccefs, or perifh, by his perfeverance. ue . 
- This obfervation will be fufficiently jultified,.. 
by a brief recapitulation of the Voyages that. | 
have , been undertaken, with a view to the dif, 
covery. of a North. eaft Paflage to China. and | 
FRB as.92 5, i 
‘The firkt who: attempted this difcovery was: 
Sir Hugh. Willoughby, with. three hips, | ‘fo. 
early, as. the year 1 553> the zeta, of perilous, 
enterprizes,.. This gentleman, failed to the. ke 
titude 08.75, degrees north, within. fight, a it ; 
is imagined, of New. Greenland, now , called, 
Spitthergen 5 bug by a form, was driven. back a 
ig r “oo 
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and obliged to winter in the: river Arzena, in 
Lapland, where he was frozen to death with all 
his company. Fe left upon his table a concile 
account of all. his difcoveries, In which he 
mentions, having failed within fight of a coun” 
try in a very high latitude, about which geo- 
oraphers are divided; fome affirming, as has 
been faid, that it could be no other than New 
Greenland, afterwards difcovered, and named 
by the Dutch Spitfbergen ; others, that what he 
faw was only a fog-bank 5 and of this latter 
opinion 1s Capt. Wood, an able navigator, of 
whom we fhall have occafion to fpeak hereafter, 

To Sir Hugh Willoughby faucceeded Capts 
Burroughs, afterwards Comptroller of the Na- 
vy to Queen Elizabeth. This gentleman at- 
tempted. the paflage with better fortune, and 
returned full of hope, but without fucceis. 
He paffed the North cape in 1556, advanced 
as far north as the 78th degree, difcovered the 
Wygate, or ftrait that divides Nova Zembla 
from the country of the Sammoyds, now fube 
ject to Ruffia : and having paffed the eaftern- 
moft peint of that ftrait; arrived at an open 
fea, from whence he returned, having, as he 
imagined, difcovered the paflagce fo painfully 
fought, and fo ardently defired.. Some afirm, 
“his difcoveries extended beyond the 80th de» 


eree of latitude, to a country altogether defo- 
Jate, where the mountains were blue and the 
-walleys fnow. ) 
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Be that as it may, the favourable report of 
Capt. Burroughs encouraged Queen Elizabeth 
to fit out two. ‘ftout veflels to perfect the dit 
‘covery. The ‘command of thefe fhips~ was 
given to the Captains Jackman and Pett, who, 
in 1 580, ‘failed through the fame ftrait, that 
had been difcovered by Burroughs, and enter- 
ed the eaftern fea; where the ice poured, in fo 
faft upon ‘them, and the weather became fo 
tempetuous, that. after. enduring incredible 
hardfhips, and fuftaining the moft dreadful 
fhocks of ice and feas, terrible even in the. tela- 
tion, they were driven back and feparated ; ; and 
neither Pett nor his fhip or crew were ever, heard: 
of afterwards. 

After this difafter and Groner pit 
defire of vifiting the frozen feas to the north- 
eat began to abate among the Englifh,. but, 
was affumed by. the Dutch with an obftinate pers, | 
feverance, ‘peculiar’ to that. phlegmatic nation... 
The firtt Dutchman we read of who ‘made jthe> 
: attempt was ‘John Cornelius, of whofe Voyages. 
in 1595, we have but'a very imperfect z account ;_ 
he was followed” ‘however in 1606 by ‘William, 
Barrans, or, as’ ‘fome ‘write, Barents, an able ’ 
and experienced feaman | and pha Aa 
who being’ fupplied with every heceffary for fo. 
* hazardous. a voyage, by the’ generofity, and. par | 
_ tronage of ‘Prince’ Maurice, proceeded Jin the 
fame eatnite which’ had been pointed out to him : 
by the race navigators ; ; but having pailed % 

the 
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the Wyeate, found the like incumbrances, and 


the like tempefts which the Englith had expe- 


‘rienced; and not being able to bear up againit 
them, returned thoroughly convinced, that the 
wwifhed-for paflage was not to be attained in 


that direction. However, he traverfed the 


coaft of Nova Zembla, gave names to feveral 
promontories and head-lands, and planned to 
himfelf a new courfe to fteer, by which he 
hoped to accomplifh what he had failed in dif. 
covering, by following the fleps of thofe who 
had gone before him. 

In 1607, animated rather sate difcouraged 


by difappointment, he entered upon his fecond. 


voyage, with the fpirit of a man fully prepof- 
feffed with fuccefs. He had heard, that fome 


of the whalers, who had now begun to fre. 
quént’the North Seas, had, either by defign. 
or accident, “advanced much farther to the. 


northward than thofe who had_ been purpofely: 
fitted out upon difcoveries ; he therefore deter- 


mined to {teer to the reaetiptiel of Nova Zem-, | 


bla, till he fhould arrive at the height, ‘of. the 


pole,” under which he was merece he fhould 


find an’ ‘open. fea; 3 and, by changing his courfe. 
to’ the fouthward, avoid thofe ch enaete which 
had retarded his ‘paflage to the. northeeatt. 

In this hope he continued till. he arrived on 
the coaft of Nova Zembla, where, before he 
had reached the 77th degree, he was fo rudely 

attacked by the mountains of ice, that every 
where 
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where aflailed him, that not being able to with- 
ftand their fury, he was driven sean the rocks, 
and his fhip dathed to pieces. Barents and the 
greatelt part of his _ crew got fafe to land, but 
ix was to experience greater mifery than thofe 
underwent who perithed in the attempt. They 
were obliged to winter in a country, where no 
living creature ‘befides. themfelves appeared to 


have exiftence ; and. where, | notwithftanding 


their utmoft efforts to preferve their bodies from 


the cold, the fieth perifhed upon the bones. of — 


fome of. them, and others died of the moft eX 
cruciating pains. . | 

In this extremity, and notwithftanding the 
anguifh they endured, thole who furvived had 
fill the fortitude and ingenuity to frame a. pin- 
nace from the wreck of their broken. fhip, in 
which, at the approach of fummer, they. made 
fail for Lapland ; ‘but before they arrived at 
Colu, their: ‘Captain - died, and with, him the 
hopes ‘of perfecting his difcovery. te 

“Tt was now the active feafon for naval “enter 
prizes. Private adventurers began to. ‘fic out 


fhips for the North Seas. Innumerable fea ani- ) 
mals had been obferved to bafk upon the i ‘ice A 


Be 4:9 


the tufks of whole j jaws were, found | to excel, 


in whitenefs,. the fineft i ivory, and their carcafes 
to yield plenty of excellent oil. “Th. the infancy 


of the whale fihery, thefe were purfued. with the 
{ame eagernels, with, which bath the Englith and. 


Dutch endeavour at this day to make the whales 
their 
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their prey, and perhaps with no lefs profit. In 
following thefe, many: iflands were difcovered 
to which they reforted, and, in courfe of time, 
the feas that were fo formidable to the firft dif- 
coverers, became frequented at the proper. fea- 
fons by the fhips of every nation. 

Foreign navigators, however, were more 
fanguine in their notions of a north-wett paflage, 
than of the exiftence of a paflage to the north- 
eaft; and it was not till many unfuccefsful tri- 
als had been made to difcover the former, thar 
the latter was again attempted. The celebrat- 
ed Hudion, who difcovered the ftraits that leads 
to the great weftern bay, which ftill bears his 
name 5 ‘after he had exerted his fkill in vain to 


find a paffage weftward, was perfuaded_at lat 
to undertake a voyage in fearch of a paflage to 
the north-eaft. This he performed in 1610, 
but being difcouraged by the mifcatriages of 
others, and the Atal iffue that had _attended 
their obftinate perfeverance, | on viewing the 
face of the country, examining the’ currents, 
and traverfing an immenfe continent of ice, 


that ftretched along the ocean, in a direction 


from eaft™ ‘fouth- eaft to weft north-weft, he 
concluded, * that no paflage could be practica- 
ble in that’ direGion, and* thereforé returned 
without making any other material ‘difcovery. 
From this.time till the year 1676, tlie’ profe- 


-cution of this. ‘difcovery. was totally neglected 
by the Englifh ; and though the Dutch whalers 


rapes amufed 
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amufed the world with wonderful relations of | 
their near approach to the pole; yet little cre- 
dit was given to their reports till the arrival of 
one yeni Wood, who had accompanied: Sir 
John Narborough in his voyage to the» South 
Sea, with a view to eftablith a new trade with. 
the Chilians, and natives of that vaft tra&t of 
country, reaching from the Straits of Magel- 
lan to the confines of Peru. | Oui. 
This able and enterprizing eieeare) bait 
himfelf an excellent mathematician and geo- 
grapher,; and reading in. the. Philofophical 
Tranfaétions a paper, by. which the -exiftence: 
of a north-eaft paflage to the eaftern ondndian 


ocean was plaufibly afferted, and this:exaétly 


coinciding with his own notions of the cone 
{truétion of the globe, he was induced, by this. 
and other reafons, to apply to King Charles the 
Second for a commiflion to profecute the difco- 
very; the accomplifhment whereof, it was faid, 
would addto the glory of his Majefty’s.reign, 
and immenfely tothe wealth: and. profperity of Fe 
his kingdoms, 13 | 
Many about the Colter of that bs Princes } 
hoping to fhare in the profits of the voyage,’ 
were earneft in prevailing with his Majefty to’ 
forward the defign, who being himfelf fond of 
novelty, ordered the Speedwell Frigate to be. 
fitted out at his own charge, manned, victu- 
alled, and provided with every neceflary ; while. 
the Duke, his brother, and feven other cour-. 
7 tiers, 
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tiers, joined in the purchafe of a Pink of one hun- 
dred and twenty tons, to accompany her, which 

hey likewife manned and victualled, and furnifh- 
ed with merchandizes, fuch as were thought mar- 
ketable on the coafts of Tartary or Japan; the 
countries they moft probably would firft failin 
with after their paflage through the North Sea. 


Thefe fhips being in readinefs, and commil- 


fions made out for their Commanders, Captain 
Wood was appointed to direct the expedition, 


on board the Speedwell, and Captain Flawes to. 


bear him company om board the Profperous. 

On the 28th of May 1676, they failed from 
the Buoy of the Nore, with the wind at fouth- 
weft; and onthe 4th of June caft anchor off 
Lerwick, in Braffey Sound, where they conti- 
nued fix-days, to take in water and recruit their 
ftores. , 

On Saturday the roth they eehet sad 
and continued their voyage; and) onthe r5th 
they entered the Polar circle, where the fun 
at that feafon of the yearnever fets.. At noon 
the Speedwell broke her main-top-fail-yard in 
the flings, the firft difafter that had happened, 
which,’ however, was. eafily repaired. «© The 
weather ‘now began to grow. hazey, a circum 
‘ftance that frequently happens in the Polar re- 
gions, and darkens the air with the obfcurity 
~ night. | | 
° From this time cil! June 22, when they fell 


in wich? the ice in latitude 75 degrees 59 mi- 
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nutes north, nothing material occurred. On | 
that day, at noon, they obferved a continent | 
of ice ftretching to an imperceptible diftances 
in a direction from, eaft-fouth-eaft and weft- 
north-weit. They bore away along the ice till 
the 28th, when they found it poole to the land of 
Nova Zembla. 

On the 29th they flood away to the fouth, 
to. eet clear of.the ice ; ; but unfortunately found 
chembelves embayed 1 init. At rf at night the. 
Profperous bore down upon the Speedwell, 
crying out, ice upon the weather-bow, on 
which the Speedwell clapt the helm hard a wea- 
ther, and veered out the main-fail to ware the 
fhip ;. ‘but before the could be brought too on 
the other tack, the ftruck on a ledge of rocks, 
and ftuck fale. ‘hey fired guns of diftrefs, 
but were not eeean ‘and the fog Being fo thick, 
that land could not. be difcerned, though clofe 
to the ftern of their thip ; ; no relief 
Be expected, but from Providence and hee 
own endeavours. ‘In fuich a fituation, 1 no de- 
feription can equal | the relation of the Captain 
him(elf, who, in the language of the times, 
has given the following full and pathetic 2 ac= 
count. — 

sa Here, fays he, we lay beating upon the 
rock in a moft frightful manner, for the {pace 
of three or four ove ufing all poffible means 
to fave the hip, but in vain; for it blew fo 
hard, Hat) it was wholly out Of our power to 
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carry 
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€arry out an anchor capable to do us any fer- 
vice. At length we faw land clofe under our 
ftern, to. the great amazement of us all, which 
before we could not fee for the fogey weather ; 
fo | commanded the men to get out the boats 
before our matt came by the board, which was 
done. I fent the boatfwain towards the thore 
in the pinnace, to fee if there was any poffibi- 
lity of landing, which I much feared, becaufe 
¢he fea ran fo high. In half an hour he re- 
turned with this anfwer, that it was impoffible 
to land a man, the fnow being in high cliffs, 
the fhore was inacceffible. This was bad tid- 
ings ; fo then it was high time to think on the 
fafety of our fouls, and we went all together to 
“prayers, to befeech God to have mercy on us, 
for now nothing but individual ruin appeared 
before our eyes. After prayers, the weather 
cleared up a little, and looking over the ftern, 
I faw a fmall beach direétly with the ftern of 
the fhip, where I thought there might be fome 
chance of getting on fhore. I therefore fent 
off the pinnacé a fecond time, with fome men 
sin her to be firft landed, but fhe durft not ven- 
‘ture to attempt the beach. I then ordered out 
tthe long-boat with twenty mento land, who 
attempted it, and got fafe on fhore. They 
in the pinnace feeing that, followed, and land- 
ed@their men likewife, and both veflels returned 
to the fhip without-any accident. ‘The men on 

: Cw fhore 
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fhore defired fome fire-arms and A tee 
tion, for there were many bears. in fight. 
therefore ordered two barrels of. rar a 
fome {mall arms, fome provifions, with omy 
own papers and money, to be put on board the — 
pinnace ; but as fhe put off from. the: thip’s 
fide, a fea overfet her, fo that all was loft, with 
the life of one man, .and feverak, others: taken 
up for dead. . The pinnace likewife was dathed ~ 
to pieces, to our great forrow, ‘as. bythat. dif 
after, one means of efcaping from, this difmal 
country, in cafe the Profperous deferted us-was 
cut off. The long-loat being on board; and the 
fea running high, the boatfwain,.and fome 
others would compel me and the Lieutenant:to 
leave, the. fhip, faying it. was. impoffible for her 
to live long, in.that fea, and that they had :ra- 
ther be drowned than I; but defiring me when 
J came on thore, if it- were poffible, to-fend the 
boat again for them, Before we got halfway 
to fhore the fhip overfet,. fo:making all pofible- 
hafte to. land, the men\we had.on beard,» I-went 
off to the, thip. again, to fave thofe poor! men 
who had been fo kind to me before. With great 
hazard, I got,.to the quarter. of the fhip, ‘and 
they came down.the, ladder into the.boaty: ‘only 
one man was_ left behind ‘for dead, whovhad 
before. been cat away in the pinnace;) fo bre- 
turned to. the fhore,, though very wetsand:cold. 
We then. hauled up the boat, sand-went. ‘up’ the 
fand about. a, flight fhot,, where our men’ were 


making 
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making a fire anda tent with canvafs and oars, 
which we had faved for that purpofe, in which. 
we all Jay that night wet and weary. The next 
morning the man we left on board having re- 
covered; got upon the mizzen-maft, and prayed 
to be taken on fhore, but it blew fo hard, and 
the fearan fo high, that tho’ he was a very pret- 
ty failor, none would venture to bring him off. 
The weather continuing blowing’ with ex- 
treme fogs, and with froft and fnow, and all 
the ill-compacted weather that could be ima- 
gined put together, we built more tents to pre« 
ferve ourfelves 5 and the fhip breaking in pieces, 
came all on‘ fhore to the fame place where we 
danded, which ferved us’ for fhelter and firing. 
Befides, there' came to us fome hogfheads of 
flour, and brandy~*in good ftore, which was no 
little comfort in our great extremity. We naw 
lay between. hope and defpair, praying for fair 
weather, that Captain Flawes might find us, 
which it was impoffible for him'ever to do while 
they weather‘ continued’ fogey; but fearing at 
the fame time ay he iN be caft ot as well 
as we. | Fr O19d 7 
| But. Bispoling we fiever were to fee him 
again, lwas refolved to try the utmoft to fave 
‘as many as«I could in the long-boat. In order, 
thereunto’ we'raifed her two feet, and laid a 
deck uponher'to keep the féa out as much as 
“poffible;/ and With “this boat, and thirty men, 
forthe would carry no more, I intended to row 
ein and 
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and fail to Ruffia, ‘but the crew not being fatif- 
fied who fhould be the men, began to be very 
unruly in their mind and etcaidenl every one 
having as much reafon to fave himfelf as ano- 
ther, ene holding confultation to fave the 
boat, and all to run the like fortune; but here 
brandy was our beft friend, for it kept the men 
always fox’d, fovhat in all their defigns I could 
-prevent them. 
‘by land, but that I knew was impoffible to any 
man ; neither had we provifions nor ammunition 
to defend us from the wild beafts; fo the paf- 
fage by land being impracticable, and no pal- 
fas ge by fea to be attempted till forty men were 
deftroyed, I will leave it to the confideration of 


any, whether we were not in a moft deplorable 


condition, without the interpofition of divine 
‘providence. 

The weather continued ftill very ‘bad, with 
fogs, fnow, rain, and froft, till the gth day of 
eur being on fhore, which was the 8th day of 
July, when in the morning it cleared up, and 
to our great joy one of our people cried out ‘a 


fail, which proved Captain Flawes; fo we fet 


fire to-our town, that -he might ‘fee where we 
swere, which he prefently difcovered, fo came 
up, and fent his ‘boat to'us; but before T went 
off, I wrote a brief relation of the intention of 
the voyage, with the accident that had befallen 
us, and put it into a elafs bottle, and left it in 
the fortification I chad there built; fo by twelve 

o'clock 


Some were in the mind to go © 
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o'clock we all got fafe on board, but left all 
on fhore that we had faved from the fhip; for, 
we much feared ic would prove foggy again, 
and that’ we fhould be driven once more on this. 
miferable country; a country, for. the moft. 
part, covered perpetually with inow, and what 
is bare being like bogs, on whofe furface orows, 
a kind of mofs, bearing a blue and ycllow 
flour, the whole product of the earth in this 
defolate region. Under the furface, about two 
feet deep, we came toa firm body of ice, a. 
thing never heard of before; and againft the 
ice-cliffs, which are as high as either of the fore- 
lands in Kent, the fea tas wathed underneath, 
and the arch overhanging, moft fearful to be- 
hold, fupports mountains of fnow, which, I 
believe, hath lain there ever fince the creation.” 

‘Thus far in Captain Wood’s own words, 
He adds, thar by..the tides fetting direétly in 
upon the fhore, it may ,be affirmed with cere 
tainty, that there is no paflage to the north- 
ward. One thing remarkable in his relation, 
and which feems to contradict the report of 
former nayigators, is, that the feai is there falter 
than he had yet tafted it elfewhere, and the 
cleareft i in. the world, for that he could fee the 
fhells at the bottom, though the fea was four 
hundred and eighty feet deep. 
| Being all embarked on board the Profperous, 
on the gth of July. they changed their courie, 
and iteered for ppalande 3 and, on the 2gd of 


3 Auguft, 
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Auguft, | they arrived fafe in the Thames, | 
without any remarkable accident i intervening, 
After the mifcarriage of this voyage, on 

which the higheft expeétations had been formed, 
the moft experienced navigators in England 
feemed to agree, that a pafflage by the north, or 
north-eaft, had no exiftence. They were the 
more confirmed in this error, for an error it is, 
by the reafons affigned by Capt. Wood, for 
changing his opinion on this matter ; for, be- 
fore he went upon the. difcovery, he was fully 
perfuaded himfelf, and likewife perfuaded ma- 
ny others, that nothing was more certain. 
When, however, he firft fawthe ice, he im- 
agined it was only that which joined to: Green- 
land, and that no folid body of ice extended. 
farther from land than twenty leagues; in this 
perfuafion he altered his courfe, and coafted 
along in the direétion i in which the ice lay, ex- 
| pecting, at every cape or head-land of ice, af 
ter running a certain diftance, to find an open- 
ing into the Polar: ocean; but after running 
two or ‘three glafies to the northward in one 
bay, he found himielf entangled in another 5 
and thus it continued till his fhip was wrecked. 

By this experiment, he found the opinion of 
Barents confuted, namely, ** that by ftearing 
«¢ the middle courfe between Spitfbergen and 
«© Nova Zembla, an open fea might be at- 
‘© tained, in which a fhip ‘might faiely. fail as 


“ far as the pole.” From Hige own experience, 
he 
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he therefore pronounced, that all the Dutch 
relations were forgeries which afferted, that any 
man had ever been under the poles verily be- 
lieving, that if there be no land to the north- 
ward of 80 degrees, that the fea is there frozen, 
and always continues fo; and erounding his 
Opinion upon this remark, that if the body of 
ice which he faw were to be conveyed ten de- 
grees more to the fouthward, many centuries 
of years would elapfe before it would be 
melted, 

To this pofitive affertion, however, may be 
oppofed, the teftimony of many credible per- 


fons, fome of whom have themfelves failed be- 


yond the 80th degree of north latitude, and 
others, upon evidence, whofe veracity there is 
no reafonable caufe to bring in queftion. 

Among the latter, the teftimony of Mr. 
Jofeph Moxon, member of the Royal Society 
of London, muft have confiderable weight. 
In a paper which this gentleman caufed to be 
printed in the Philofophical Tranfactions, is 
this remarkable relation. _ 

<< Being about twenty years ago in Amfter- 
** dam, I went into a public houfe to. drink a 
cup.of beer for my thirft; and fitting by 
“© the public fire, among feveral people, there 
** happened a feaman to come in, who feeing a 
© friend of his there, who he knew went the 
** Greenland voyage, wondered to fee him, 
“‘ becaufe it was not yet time for the Green- 
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land fleet to come home, and afked him, 
what accident had brought him home fo 
foon? His friend (who was the fteerfman) 
anfwered, that their fhips went not out to 
fith, but only to take in the lading ef the 
fleet, to bring it to an early market. But; 
faid he, before the fleet had caught fifh 
enough to lade us, we, by order of the 
Greenland Company, failed unto the north 
pole, and-came back again. Whereupons 
fays Moxon, I entered into difcourfe with 
him, and feemed to queftion the truth of 
what he faid; -but he did aflure me it was 
true, and that the fhip was then in Amfter- 
dam, and many of the feamen belonging to 


- her ready to juftify the truth of it; and ‘told 


me, moreover, that they had failed two 
degrees beyond the pole. I afked him, 
if they found no land or iflands about the. 
pole? He anfwered, no; there was a’ free 
and open fea. I afked him, if they did not 


“meet witha great deal of ice? He told me, 


no 3 they’ faw no ice aboutthe pole. I afked 
him, what weather they had there? He told 
me, fine warm weather, fuch as was at Am- 
fterdam in the fummer-time, and as hot. I 
fhould have afked him more queftions, but 
that he was engaged in difeourfe’ with his 
friend, and I could not, in modefty, inter- 
rupt them longer. But I believe the fteer{- 
man IpOKE truth 5 for he feemed a plain, ho-- 
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“ neft, and unaffectatious perfon, and one who 
<< could have no defign upon me.” } 
To authenticate this relation it has been 
obferved, that under the poles, the fun in 
June being 23 degrees high, and having little 
or no depreflion towards the horizon, always, 
as it were, fwimming about in the fame eleva- 
tion, might invigorate that part of the hemif- 
phere with more heat than he does our climate; 
when he is, in the winter, no more than 15 
degrees at the higheft, and but eight hours 
above the horizon ; in which fpace the earth has 
time to cool, and to lofe, in the night, the in- 
fluences of heat which it receives in the day. 
_ Another report upon like evidence was made 
to King Charles the Second, by Capt. Goul- 
den, who being a Greenland whaler himfelf, 
fpoke with two Hollanders in the North Seas, 
that had failed within one degree of the pole, 
where they met with no ice, buta hollow grown 
fea, like that in the Bay of Bifcay. 

A ftill more credible teftimony is, that 
about the year 1670, application being made 
to the States General for a charter to incorpo- 
rate a.company of merchants to trade to Japan 
and China, bya new paffage to the north eaft ; 
the then Eaft India Company oppofed it, and 
that fo effectually, that their High Mightineffes 
refufed to grant what the merchants requefted. 

At that time it was talked of in Holland, as 
a matter of no difficulty to fail to Japan by the 
D 2 j way 
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way of Greenland ; and it was publickly af 
ferted and believed, that feveral Dutch fhips 
had actually done it. The merchants being re- 
quired to verify this fact, defired that the jour- 
nals of the Greenland fquadron of 1655 might 


be produced; in feven of which there was _ 


notice taken of a fhip which that year had 
failed as high as the latitude of 89; and three 


journals of that fhip being produced, they all © 


agreed, as to one obfervation taken by the 


matter, Auguft 1, 1655, in 88 degrees 56 mi- 


nutes north. 

Buta proof inconteftible, is the teftimony of 
Captain Hudfon, who failed in 1607 to the la- 
titude of 81 degrees 30 minutes north, where 
he arrived on the 16thof July, the weather be- 
ing then pretty warm. | 

‘Add to all thefe, that the Dutch, who were 
employed in 1670, in endeavouring to find a 
northseaft paflage, advanced within a very few 
degrees of that open fea, which is now com- 
monly navigated by the Ruffians, and which 
would infallibly have brought them to the coafts 


of China and Japan, had they perfevered in the, 


courfe they were purfuing. 

It does not appear, however, from any aus 
thentic accounts that we can collect, that any 
voyage, profefiedly for the difcovery of a north- 
eaft paflage, has been undertaken by either 
public or private adventurers in England, fince 
that of Capt. Wood in the year 1676, till the 
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prefent year: and it is more than probable, 
that if the Ruffian difcoveries on the north of 
Afia had never taken place, the thoughts of 
finding a practicable paffage from Europe in 
that direétion, would have lain dormant for 


ever. 
But the vaft and enterprizing genius of Peter 


the Great, in forcing his fubjects out of that _ 


obfcurity in which they had long been involved, 
has opened to the maritime powers new fources 
of commerce, and furnifhed frefh motives for 
new enterprizes. From a people unacquainted 
with a veffel bigger than a bark, and who knew 
no navigation but that of their own rivers, that 
wonderful Prince not only taught them the ufe 
of fhips, but inftructed them in the true prin- 
ciples of building and equipping them. Nay, 
he did more; for after making himfelf known 
and admired thronghout Europe, he conceived 
the defign of opening a communication with 
the remoteft parts of the globe, and difcovering 
to the world new countries which no European 
nation had ever yet explored. 

With this defign, he planned one of the 
boldeft enterprizes that ever entered into the 
heart of man; and though he did not furvive 
to fee it executed, the glory of the atchievement 
is wholly his. - 

The country of Kamfchatka was as much 
unknown to his predeceffors, as it was to the 


geft of the civilized nations of the earth; yet 
he 
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he formed the defign of making that favage 
country the centre of the moft glorious at= 
chievements. 

Tt was in the laft year of this great Monarch’s 
life, that he cammifflioned Capt. Behring to 
traverfe the wild, and then almoft defolate, 
country of Siberia, and to continue his route 
to Kamtfchatka, where he was to build one or 
more vefiels, in order to difcover whether the 
country towards the north, of which at that 
time they had no diftinct knowledge, was a part 
of America, or not; and if it was, his inftruc- 
tions authorized him to endeavour, by every 
pofflible means, to feek and cultivate the ac- 
quaintance of fome European people, and to 
learn trom them the ftate of the country at 
which he fhould arrive. If he failed in this, he 
was to make fuch difcoveries as circumftances 
fhould prefent, and commit to writing the re- 
fult of his obfervations for the ufe of his Im- 
perial mafter. 

To enter minutely into the particulars of 
Capt. Behring’s journey and voyage, would car- 
ry us ne the limits preicribed for this In- 
troduction: let it fuffice to fay,. that after fure 
mounting incredible difficulties, and fuffering 
hardthips which none but a Ruffian could have 
furvived, he executed his commiffion fuccefs- 
fully, and returned to Peterfburg in fafety, after 
an ablence of five years, in which time, befides 
his voyage by fea, he had travelled, in going 

and 
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and returning, eighteen thoufand miles by 
land. 

It is from the fecond enterprizes of this afto- 
nifhing man, and from the fubfequent voyages 
of the RuMians,:that we are able to afcertain 
the exiftence of a north-eaft paflage; and it is 


from thence, and from the late voyage of Capr. 


Phipps, that, we think, we may fairly infer the 
practicability of it. 

It was fome time about the: year 1740, that 
Capt. Behring embarked on his fecond voyage 
from Kamtfchatka, of which all that we know 
is, that he failed fouthward to the ifles of 
Japan, and from thence eaftward about 80 
leagues. At that diftance from Japan he dii- 
covered land, which he coa(ted north-weft, ftill 
approaching ‘to the north-eaft cape of Afia, 
which he doubled, and named Cape Shelvg- 
henfki, not daring to land till he arrived at the 
mouth of a great river, where, fending his 
boats with moft of his crew on fhore, they never: 
more returned, being either killed or detained 
by the inhabitants, which made his difcovery 
incompleat ; for not having men fufficient lefe 
to navigate the fhip, fhe went on fhore on an 
uninhabited ifland, where the Captain unfortu- 
nately - died. 

'. From this voyage, however, we learn that’ 
the fea, from the north-eaft cape of Kamt-~ 
{chatka, is open to the ifles of Japan, and from 
a fubfequent account of Ruffian voyages, pub- 

lifhed 
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lifhed in the Philofophical Tranfactions, froma 
paper communicated by the celebrated Euler, 
it appears, that they paffed along in {mall vet- 
fels, coafting between Nova Zembla and the 
continent, at divers times in the middle of 
fummer, when thofe feas were open. The firft 
expedition was from the river Oby, latitude 66 
degrees north, longitude 65 degrees eaft from 
London, and at the approach of winter, the 


veffels fheltered themfelves by going up the Ja- 


nifka, the mouth of which is marked in our 
maps in latitude 70 degrees north, and in lon- 


gitude 82 degrees eaft; from whence the next. 


fummer they proceeded to the mouth of the 
Lena in latitude 72 degrees north, and.in lon- 
gitude 115 degrees, into which they again re- 
tired for the winter feafon. ‘The third expedi- 
tion was from the mouth of this river, to the 


fartheft north cape of Afia, in 72 degrees of 


north latitude, and in 172 degrees of eaft lon- 


gitude from London. Thus the Ruffians hav- 


ing pafied between the continent and Nova 
Zembla, and failed as far as the ealternmoft 


north cape, and the Englifh and Dutch having 
repeatedly failed through the {traits that divide — 
Nova Zembla trom the continent, nothing can: 
be a plainer demonttration of the reality of a 


north-eaft paffage, than the fum of the voyages 


here enumerated, when added together. “The 
Englifh and Dutch fail to Wygatz, or the 


trait of Nova Zembla ; the Ruffians fail from 
Wygatz 
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Wygatz tothe north cape of Afia; and Beh- 
ring from the north cape to Japan. This is an in- 
controvertible demonftration ; yet it is obvious, 
that this courfe can never be practicable to thips 
employed in trade. ‘The Ruffians, by taking 
the advantage of an open fea and mild wea- 
ther, in three years time accomplifhed but part 
of a voyage, which, by the Cape of Good: 
Hope, may be made in lefs than one. Wha 
therefore would run the hazard of fo defperate 
a paflage, for the fake of reaping imaginary ad- 
vantages by an intercourle with favages, who, 
for aught we know, have nothing to exchange 
for European commodities, but the fkins of 
bears, or the bones of montters. 

But tho’ the paffage to the northern countries 
of the -eaft was known to be impracticable 
to European navigators in this direGtion, it was 
worthy the greatnefs of a maritime people, to 
endeavour to determine the poffibility of at- 
taining the fame end by another courie. | 

The mifcarriage «and death of Barentz, and 
the fhipwreck of Capt. Wood, had leit the 
quettion undetermined, whether the regions ad- 
joining to the pole are land or water, frozen or, 
open fea. The advantages from this difcovery, 
befides the glory refulting from it, had the de- 
cifion terminated in favour of navigation, would 
have been immenfely great. To have opened 
a new chanel of commerce at a time when our 
trade is languifhing, would have revived the 

EB drooping 
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drooping hopes of our manufacturers, and re- 
tained at home the numerous emigrants, who, 
for want of employment in their own country, 
are feeking new habitations, and new means of 
living in remote fettlements, of the certainty of. 
which they have no experience. | 

It muft be acknowledged to the lafting ho- 
nour of the noble Lord who prefides at the 
head of the admiralty board, and who patro- 
nized the undertaking, that the means to ren- 
der it fuccefsful, was in every refpect propor- 
tioned to the importance of the difcovery. 

The veffels that were made choice of were 
the propereft that could be devifed. Bomb 
ketches are in the firft inftance ftoutly built, 
and not being over large, are beft adapted for 
navigating feas that are known to abound with 
fhoals and covered rocks: thefe veftels, befides 
their natural ftrength, were fheathed with plank 
of feafoned oak three inches thick, to fortify 
them againft the fhocks and preffure of the ice, 
“that, in their progrefs, they muft infallibly en- 
‘counter, They were, befides, furnifhed with a 
‘double fet of ice poles,’ ‘anchors, cables,” fails 
and rigging, to’provide, againft the terrible éf- 
fects of the fevere and tempeftuous weather, 
that frequently happens in high latitudes, even 
“in the middle of the moft temperate feafons, 
Nor was his Lordfhip lefs careful to provide 
for the comfortable fubfiftance of the men, 
than for the prefervation of their lives, by his: 
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wife diretions in equipping their fhips. His 
Grft care was, to iffue orders for killing and 
curing a fufficient quantity of beef and pork 
gn the beft manner poffible, that their provifi- 
ons might be good and freth 5 and his next, to 
caufe one hundred buts of porter to be brewed 
with the beft malt and hops, that they might 
have proper drink to fortity them againft the 
rigour of the climate they were about to pale. 
‘Their peafe, oatmeal, rice and moloflus, were 
all provided with equal care, and when all 
things were in readinefs, the beer was ftowcd 
in the holds, and the vacancies filled up with 
coals, which ferved as ballaft, that firing might 
not be wanting to warm and dry them when 
cold, or wet with labour, or with watching. 
Add to this, that a double quantity of {pints 
were put on board, with a large proportion of 
wine, vinegar, muftard, o&c. &c. and what, we 
believe, was never before thought of in the 
fitting out of any King’s fhips, a confiderable 
quantity of tea and fugar for the fick, in cafe 
any fhould be feized with that dreadful diforder, 
which rendered fhip provifions loathfome to 
Capt. James’s men, who were conftrained to 
winter in Charlton Ifland in 1632. ) Thefe men 
fell fick and had fore mouths, and) could nei- 


ther eat beef, pork, fifh, nor potage ; the Sur- 


geon was every morning and evening obliged to 
pick their teeth, and cut away the pieces of 
rotten fleth from their gums, yetthey could cat 
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nothing but bread pounded in a mortar, and 
fried in oil, on which they fubfifted for feveral 
months. In cafe of accidents of this kind, and 
that tea fhould fail to anfwer the purpofes of nou- 
rifhment, a quantity of portable foup was like- 
wife provided. And ta compleat the whole, a 
ftock of warm cloathing was laid in, confifting 
of fix fearnought jackets for each man, two 
milled caps, two pair of fearnought trowfers, 
four pair of milled fteckings, and an excellent 
pair of boots, with a dozen pair of milled 
mitts, two cotton fhirts, and two handkerchiefs, 
Thus equipped and provided, the command 
ofithe Race Horfe was given to. the Hon. 
Conftantine “Phipps, as Commodore, and that 
of the Carcarfe to Capt. Skiffington Lutwych ; 
the firft mounting eight fix pounders and four- 
teen fwivels, burthen three hundred and fifty 
tons; the latter four fix pounders and fourteen. 
fwivels, burthen three hundred tonse cag ons 
~ Thus'being premifed, let us now proceed to 
the Journal of the Voyages. “A Sey Sut WO BS 
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JOURNAL OF A VOYAGE 
TO DISCOVER THE 
NORTH EAST PASSAGE; 
UNDER THE COMMAND OF 
THE HON. COMMODORE PHIPPS, 
AND 

Carr. SKIFFINGTON LUTWYCH, . 


IN HIS, 


Mayjesty’s SHips RACE HORSE anp 
CARCASE BOMBS, 


| A LL things being now in readinefs, the of- 
ficers on board, and the men paid their 
bounty-money of three pounds per man, ac- 
cording tohis Majefty’s royal proclamation, for 
the encouragement of thofe who fhould volun- 
tarily enter to undertake the voyage. On the 
3d of June 1773, the Commodore made the 
fignal to weigh; but previous to their depar- 
ture, the Carcafe having been judged too deep 
to navigate thofe heavy {eas through which fhe 
was to pafs, the Captain obtained leave from 
the board of Admiralty to re-land ten of her 
compliment of men, and to put afhore fix of 
the eight fix-pounders with which fhe was 
equipped, with a quantity of provifions, pro- 
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portioned to the number of men that it had 
been thought proper to difcharge. 
On Friday the 4th being off Sheernefs, the 
wind weft by north, anda frefh breeze, they 


took their departure, and continued their voyage ~ 


without any material occurrence happening till 
Tuefday the rsth, when the Commodore made 
the fignal tolie to, They were then off Brafley 
Ifland, and many fifhing-boats from Shetland’ 
being in. fight,. the men were invited on board, 
and fome fith purchafed of them at acheap rate. 

On the 17th they took a new departure from 
Shetland, but the day following the fog thick+ 
ened fo much, that it almoft approached to to- 
tal darknefs. During the continuance of the 
fog, the Commodore kept firing guns and beat- 


ing drums, to prevent the Carcafe from lofing | 


company. . As it was impoffible that one could 
fee the other at a fhip’s length, it was found the 
more necefiary to repeat and return the firing, 
left they fhould run foul of each other before 


they could be apprized of their danger.’ About 


five in the morning the mift cleared up, and 
about nine the Commodore being in fight, made 
the fignal. to the Carcafe to fteer north-eatt. 
They were then in latitude 60 degrees 52 mi- 
nutes north by obfervation ; the north end of 
Shetland Hand bearing north by weft one half 

weft, feven or eight leagues. — ieattas 
On the 17th they obferved a fail to the notth- 
eaft, which the Commodore brought to, and 
fpoke 
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fpoke with. The breeze frefh, the weather 
hazy, and the wind variable, the Carcafe carri- 
ed away her main-top-maft ftudding fail yard; 
which, however, was very foon fupplied. La- 
titude this day by obfervation 62 degrees 53 mi- 
nutes north. 

Friday the 18th, being in the latitude of 65 
degrees 9 minutes north, the cloathing allowed 
by the Government, of which notice has alrea- 
dy been taken in the Introduction, was deliver- 
ed out, and officers as well as men received their 
full proportion, This day the weather conti- 
nued as before. 

Saturday the roth the weather varied to every 
point of the compafs, the Commodore brought 
to, and fpoke with the Carcafe. Made fail 
about three in the morning, and at nine a large 
{well. ‘Tacked and ftood to the eaftward. La- 
titude 66 degrees 1 minute north; longitude 
from uodon:: 33 minutes weft. 

Sunday the 2oth they purfued their courfe to 
the eaftward, with the wind north-weft, but 

variable; high breezes and clear air. They 
were now within the Polar circle, and at mid- 
night had an obfervation of the fun, and found 
their Jatitude 66 degrees 52 minutes north. 
Sounded on board the Commodore with a lead 
of one hundred, weicht, and a line of feven 
hundred and eighty fathom, to which was faf- 
‘tened a thermometer of Lord George Caven- 
difh’s conftruction. They found no bottom, 
‘ nis but 
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but the water was eleven degrees colder at that 
depth than on the furface. The Carcafe founded 
with four hundred and fifty fathoms only. 
Monday 21, light breezes and cloudy wea- 
ther. They obferved a whale on the north-eaft — 
quarter, the firft they had yet feen in the north 
feas. The weather now began to fet in fevere ; 
the nights cold and the days cloudy. ‘The 
Commodore obferving a whaling fhow with 
Hamborough colours flying, fired a fhot, and 
brought her to. She happened to be homeward 
bound with feals, and Mr. Wyndham, a gen- 
tleman of fortune, who had embarked on board 
the Commodore, with a view to profecute the 
voyage, finding nothing but foul weather and 
heavy feas, to gratify his curiofity, and being 
withal unable to endure the fea ficknefs, took 
paflage on board the Hamburgher, in order to 
return home; and having taken leave of. his 
friends, by wifhing.them a happy voyage, the 
Snow’s boat took him on board about feven in 
the morning, and at eight the Commodore and 
Carcafe puriued their voyage. 
Tuefday 22, the articles of war were read 
“on board the Carcafe. The weather began to. 
be piercing cold; they had reached the 7oth 
degree of north latitude, in a courfe nearly 
north, being only 14 minutes to the eaftward 
of London; and from their leaving Shetland 
to this day, they had feen nothing remarkable ; 
nor had any accident befallen either of the 
| _fhips 
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fips worth relating, except that of now and 
then {napping a rope, or breaking a yard ; incia 
dents eafily repaired. This day it poured with 
rain; the air was thick, and the rain froze as it 
fell. Sawa large fhip to the north-weft, ftand- 
ing fouthward, but wanting no information that 
fhe could give, they purfued their voyage with- 
out {peaking to her. _ 

Wednefday 23, the rain continued; the 
weather hazy; heard three guns fire at a dif- 
tance, but faw nofhip or other object. The 
whales aré here in no great plenty, and few 
fhips appear in the open fea in purfuit of them. 
They generally at this feafon frequent the bays 
and creeks near the fhore, and only break 
away when they are purfued or wounded. 

On Thurfday the 24th, the Commodore change 
ed_his courfe.to eaft-north-eaft; and on the 
25th they were in latitude 74 degrees 7 minutes 
north, and in 8 degrees 32 minutes eaft longi- 
tude from London. Served out to the fhip’s 
company plenty of muftard, pepper, vinegar, 
&cc. The weather extremely cold and variable. 
At eight in the evening thick foe ; at two in 
the morning frefh breezes; at eight clear wea- 
ther; at eleven. fgually; and at noon calm, 
with fleet and fnow. 

On Saturday the 26th, at midnight, they had 
an obfervation, and-found themfelves in latitude 
74 degrees 17 minutes north; ~ frefh gales, 

1) fome- 
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fornetimes rain, fleet, and fhow; at feven im 
che morning clear weather and an open fea. 
Sunday 27, light airs from the fouthward, 
and cloudy weather; much warmer than the 
preceding day. It is remarkable, that the vi- 
cifitudes of heat and cold are more frequent 
here than in the more foutherly latitudes. It 
often changes from temperate to extreme cold; 
and that fuddenly. 
Te fhould feem likewife, that the ice frequent- 
ly changes its place in this latitude; or that it is 
more folid near land than in the open fea; for, on 
the 23d of June 1676, Capt. Wood, being more 
to the eaftward, fell in with ice right a-head, 
‘pot more than a league diftant. He fteered 
along it, thinking it had openings, but found 
them to be bays. He founded, and found 
ground at one hundred and fifty-eight fathom, 
foft green oar. In fome places he found pieces 
of ice driving off a mile from the main body in 
ftrange fhapes, refembling fhips, trees, build- 
ings, beafts, fifhes, and even men. The main 
body of ice being low and craggy, he could 
fee hills of a blue colour at a diftance, and 
valleys that were white as fnow. In fome places 
he obferved drift wood among the ice. Some 


‘of the ice he melted, and found it frefh and 


good. ‘This navigator never could advance far- 
ther to the north; but in feeking to penetrate 
the ice was fhip-wrecked, as has been already 
related in the Introduétion. He therefore judged 

the 


~ 


the ice impenetrable, and that land ot ice fur- 
rounded the pole. Our navigators found alfo 
- much wood inthis latitude floating about the 
thips, and faw great flocks of birds. 

Monday 28, the weather altered; the wind 
weft. Frefh breezes, with rain and fleet. Jat. 
ter part thick fog. : 

Luefday 29, being in latitude 78 degrees 
north, and in longitude 6 degrees 29 minutes 
eaft from London, came in fight of land, when 
the fhips brought ‘to, and the Captains held a 
confultation concerning their future courfe. 
The appearance of the land lay from eaft-fouth- 
eaft_ to north-eaft; and this day they fpoke 
with the Marquis of Rockingham, Greenland- 
man, who, by their reckoning, were then in 
latitude 79 degrees 40 minutes north, though 
by that of the Commodore, their latitude was 
only 78 degrees 3 minutes. This difference, it 
it probable, arifes from not making the preper 
allowance for refraction in this high latitude. 
The Greenlandman prefented each of the Com- 
manders with a deer and a half, which they 
found well-flavoured venifon, though not over 
fat. He likewife informed, that he had juft 
come from the ice, and that the day before, 
three whalers had been crufhed to pieces by its 
clofing upon them fuddenly. | 

Wednefday 30, purfued their courfe. Clou- 
dy weather, Half paft four in the morning 
founded, one hundred and twelve fathoms foft 

F 2 blue 
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blue mud. At this time Black Point, fo called 
from its dark appearance, bore north-eaft by eaft 
three quarters eait, at the diftance of feven or 
eight leagues. At half pait feven, in the 
morning, faw two fail in the north-weft quarter. 
At half paft twelve tacked and ftood to the 
eaft, Sounded, and found eround at one hun- ~ 
dred and fifteen fathom. ae 

‘Thurfday July 1, light breezes and. clear. 
weather at midnight: the fun as brightias at 
noon day. Black Point eaft one half fouth, 
diftant feven leagues. At three in the morne 
ing made Charles’s Ifland, and_at nine faw a 
fail to the weftward whaleing; they were then 
in latitude 78 degrees 18 minutes north, by obs 
fervation. Sounded, and found the fame depth 

as before. thGh. | ) 

Friday 2, light airs and moderate weather. 
Lay to and took the altitude of a mountaing 
which they named Mount Parnaffus; found it 
from the level of the fea to be three thoufand 
nine hundred and fixty feet high, covered with 
{now, andvat a diftance refembling an ancient 
building, with! fomething like a turret a:top. 
The foot of this mountain, with the hills ad- 
joining, have) fometimes: a very. fiery appear- 

ance, and the ice and inow on their fides refem> 
bling trees and fhrubs, glifien with a brilliancy 
chat exceed the {plendor of the brighteft gems. 
When this happens, a violent ftorm generally 


Byram 


fucceeds. Here they fhot fome fea fowl, but 


of an oily tafte. 

Saturday 3, proved a perfect calm. They 
fpoke with a Hollander, who foretold, that a 
degree or two farther north was. the utmoit 
extent of their progrefs this feafon. Having 
doubled Cape Cold, they anchored in fifteen 
fathom water, about three miles from the land, 
and fent the boats afhore for water, which they 
found -in abundance, pouring down ‘in little 
ftreams from the rocks. At five’in the after- 
noon, by the mean of four azimuths, the varla~ 
tion was found to be 18 degrees 36 minutes 
weft. Sounded, and found-only’ fixty-five fa- 
thoms, foft brown mud. Mount Parnafius 
eatt-north-eaft three’ or four leagues.—Among 
other reafons which Capt, Wood gave for wifh- 
ing to be employed on the difcovery of. the 
north-eaft paffage, one was, that he might have 
an opportunity of approaching the pole, in or- 
der to fettle an hypothefis, which he had long 
framed, whereby the inclination of the magne- 
tical needle under the horizon, in all latitudes 
and in-all longitudes, with the variation of the 
compafs, might be exactly determined. This na= 
vigator imagined two magnetical poles to exifts 


‘and. that, by approaching the one, he fhould 
_ ‘be able to determine the a€tion of the other. 


It does not appear, that he ever explained his 
hypothefis ; and there never has been but one 
nan, whofe name was Williams, fince his 

: : time, 
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time, who pretended to know any thing of the 
matter. 

Saturday 4, light breezes and fate Weather: 
Sounded, and only twenty fathoms deep ; rocky 
ground. Hacluit’s Headland, or the nor- 
thermoft point of Spitfbergen, bearing north 
by eaft feven leagues. Many whalers in fight, 
Latitude by oblfervation 79 degrees 34 minutes 
north, longitude from London 8 degrees 10 
minutes eaft. Thermometer forty-feven., 

Monday §, at two in the afternoon founded, 
and only fifteen fathom water; rocky ground, 
Thick fog. The Race Horfe fired guns.as figs 
nals to ee company, which were anfwered by 
the Carcafe. A dreadful crackling was heard 
at a diftance, which proved the dafhing and 
grinding of the loofe pieces of ice again{t each 
other, which is heard at many leagues dif- . 
tance. Hiacluit’s Headland fouth-eaft by fouehy 
diftance fix or feven leagues. - 

Tuefday 6, proved very foggy ; the Brey 
flight, and iflands of icé beginning to appear. 
At three in the afternoon the Commodore 
hauled up from a large body of packed ice, 
and the fog thickening, both fhips kept firing 
volleys of {mall arms, to prevent their lofing 


company. At half paft ten in the evening, the 


extremes of the ice ftretching from north-weft 
to eaft-north-eaft, the Commodore bore away 5 
and at half ‘patt twelve loft fight of it; At 
half pat one in the morning heard a violent 

, fart 
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farf to the fouth-eaft. At two tacked and ftood 
to the weftward. At half paft five the fog ga- 


thering, they began firing volleys of {malt 


arms. At fix faw the ice Retchine from eaft 
by fouth, to north by eaft; and at feven was 
within fight of land. At ten Cloven Cliff 
ftood eaft-fouth-eaft, diftant about five or fix 
leagues. 

Wednefday the zth, the weather cloudy. 
They found themfelves befet among the loofe 
ice, which increafing continually, gave them 
incredible trouble. Obferving that it thickened 
to the eaftward, they hauled up, and ftood to 
the weftward; but in tacking, they were in 
danger of running foul. It was with acy, 
they could keep any courfe, for the driffs of 
ice came fo thick, as to whirl the fhips about, as 
if in a whirl-pool. — 

Thurfday 8, the weather ftill remaining cloue 
dy, andthe wind variable, both fhips ftill were 
entangled in the ice; and the Carcafe being 
driven to leeward, hoifted out her long-boat to 
tow up with the Commodore. But the ice 
clofing very faft, it was impoffible for the boats 
to live. Orders were then given to tack and 
ftand to the fouthward ; but the fhips not being 
able to make head againft the accumulation of 


ice that continually ¢ Bruker round them, were _ 


under a neceflity of applying to their ice-an- 
-chors and poles, in order to warp through it, 
ne half paft eight in the evening, the ice be- 
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einning to-open, they again hoifted out theif 
boats, and with difficulty towed the fhips round 
a cape of ice projecting from the main body; 
and at laft got clear. At ten the boats were 


hoifted on board. In extricating themfelves 
from this dangerous fituation, the Race Horfe — 


had her beft bower-anchor fnapt in the thank; 


clofe to the ftock, and the Carcafe loft her ftars 
board bumpkin and head-rails. 


It frequently happens, that fhips befet among. 
the ice in the manner above felated, perifh 
by being dafhed to pieces againft the folid fields — 
of ice, or crufhed by the bioken pieces crowd= 
ing upon one another, and rifing fo faft about o 
the fhip, as to exceed thetheishe of her fides, — 


and then there is no efcaping. They were told 


by fome experienced feamen, that the ice rifes 


out of the fea as high fometimes as mountains ; 
and that feveral of thefe mountains, by ftrik- 
ing together and coalefcing, form thefe iflands 
of ice that are frequently {een in the lower lati- 
tudes, driving up and down the fea as the wind 
and tides direct them. 


at 


The greateft danger to be apprehended, ey 


however, from the ere ice; for the whalers as 


often moor their fhips to the folid fields of » ice, 


that at certain feafons feem to reft upon ‘the : 


earth, and appear fixed to it, and there find 
the beft fifhing. In fuch fituations it often 


happens, that little or no loofe ice is to be 


feen; yet prefently upon a change of wind, or 


= 
Wiss SSW’ 


i 
:) 


i 
\ 


i) 


TES oe fone nieh ae ~ << 2 27 I 


ie, - ee ai 


—— Ta a a a Sr ee: — i = 
a ay - « Fs 4. ~ ry 
A ‘ i 
; . 
: Fi 
y 
" 
. = 
vir : 
a | 7 : 
4 % = . 
a : : ; | 
ca 
y 
i fi | 
° 
* - | 
e. 
va 
| \ 
: 
4 " 
pi - | 
: i 
= : = 
\ 
a, 
= 
, 
‘ 
tg 
am 
‘ 
* 
po : 
f . : 3 
: 4 
%, as eS | 
aS 
va as 
Do, u0hh > Tend one y 
Pigs % gare . 
a ‘ Teas fe 2 
St ms a 8 
bes ff, | 
¢ aoe ¢ : ; 
3 : 


. 


[41 J 
the blowing of a ftorm, it fhall pour in upon 
them fo fuddenly, that they fometimes perifh in. 
it, It is not poffible to account for the afto- 
nifhing quantity that will gather in this manner 
in lefs than an hour’s time. | 

Though it feems to be agreed, that many of 
the largeft fields of ice are frozen to the depth. 
of the fea in which they are found, and that 
they are bedded on the folid earth, yet it is 
equally certain, that they are often rent afun- 
der by the raging billows; and that in break- 
‘ing, they produce the moft terrifying noife in 
nature; nay, it is afferted, that the clafhing 
of the pieces of loofe ice againft each other, 
on any extraordinary agitation of the waves, 
is attended with a roaring fo loud, that a man 
who is near it can hardly hear the found of his 
own voice. 

Friday the oth, they hauled up to the weft- 
ward, and loft fight one of the other; bur. 
about nine next morning they came in ftchr, 
and joined company. ‘The weather being now 
piercing cold, the people had an additional 
quantity of porter and brandy delivered to 
them ; two quarts of porter and a pint of bran- 
dy being now every man’s daily allowance. 

Saturday July the 10th, the breeze frefh, and 
the weather cloudy. They failed between num- 
berlefs pieces of ice, among which they faw {e- 
veral whales, but none of the whalers in pur- 
fuit of them. Theice now becoming folid and 

| G £0ms 


ie 
cémpaét, they found: it impracticable to conti-: 
nme their courfe. And the difcovery of a paf-. 
fave tothe pole in that direction (upon hojding 


a confultation ) appearing impracticable to every” 


efficer'on board of both fhips, the Commo- 
dore, at feven in the evening, hauled clofe to 
the wind; and/the Carcafe, as {con as fhe could: 
extricate herfélf, followed his example. The 


weather ‘continuing fogey, with rain and fnow,- 
the failors were almioft worn out with turning’ ~ 


and winding; and although they ufed the ut- 
nioft precaution in working through the nar- 
rows, yet they could not always avoid ftriking: 
againft the mountains that every where fur- 
younded them. During this night’s work, they 
fteered a hundred different courfes, to follow 
the channels. | 
‘Sunday 11, having worked out of the ice,’ 
they failed along ‘the main body, which ap- 
peared perfectly folid and compaét, without’ 
any paflage. or inlet. This immenfe mafs of 
-Sce extended north-eaft, as far as they could fee 
from the maft-head ; and, no doubt, might be 
4 continuation of that in which they were engag- 
edia few days before. The fea was now to- 
lerably clear, for they met with no more fields,’ 
and only a few detached iflands. “At half paft 


one in the morning they faw the land from’ — 


fouth by welt, to fouth-fouth-eaft. At three 


in the morning they tacked; Cloven Chiff . 


bearing fouth-fouth-eaft fix miles. At feven 
ee, sth tacked 


~<a 
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“tacked again: At eight the Commodore bore 
‘away, and the Carcafe ftood after him. Cloven 
Cliff fouth one half weft, twoor three leagues, 
latitude 79 degrees 56 minutes north. 

Monday 12, at eight in the evening Cloven 
Clif bearing weft-fouth- weft four or five miles, 
‘they founded in fifteen fathoms water, and 
found a rocky bottom. Saw feveral Englifh 
‘and Dutch Greenlanders at anchor in the: Nor- 
ways: That being their rendezvous to the northi- 
ward, they never chule to proceed farther. 
Here they found the current fetting fo falt to 
eaftward, that they were forced: to come to an 
anchor to keep from drifting on the ice ; the 
{well from weftward being fo great, that had that 
happened, it would of confequence have ftaved 
the fhips. At five in the morning a breeze from 
north-north-eaft fpringing up, they weighed, 
and made fail. At eight Hacluit’s Headland 
weft-fouth-weft one half weft, fix or feven 
leagues, at noon latitude 80 degrees 2 minutes 
orth: 2 24” rs 
~ Tuefday 13, the weather being clear and 
calm, and a ftrong eafterly current fetting in, 
at eight in the evening they came to with their 
ftream anchors and haufers in forty fathoms 
water; but at nine a breeze fpringing up from 
the eaftward, they weighed, and next day came 
to an anchor in Smearingburgh Harbour. Clo- 
ven Cliff eaft one half fouth one mile. Wet 
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‘point of Voogle land north- north- weft one half 
weft,, diftant one mile anda half ; foundings fif- 
teen fathom fandy bottom. 

_ Here they remained between five and fix 
days to take in frefh water, during which time. 
our journalift was employed in furveying the 
country, which. to a ftranger had ¢ a very awful 
and romantic appearance, 

The country is ftoney, and as far as can be’ 
feen full ,of mountains, precipices and rocks. 
Between thefe are hills of ice, generated, as it 
fhould feem, by the torrents that flow from the 
melting of the fnow on the fides of thofe tower- 
ing. elevations, which being once congealed, 

are continually increafed by the fnow in winter, 
and the rain in fummer, which often freezes as 
foon as it falls. By looking on thefe hills, a 

ftranger. may fancy a thoufand different fhapes: 
of. trees, caftles, churches, ruins, fhips, whales, 
montters, and all the various forms that fill the 
univerte.. OE, the ice-hills there are feven, that 
more particularly attract the notice of a ftranger, 
Thefe are known by the name of | the feven i ice- 
burgs, | and, are thoucht.ta be the higheft of the 
kind in that country. When theair is ‘clear, and 
the. fon. fhines: full upon thefe mountains, the 
profpedt i is inconceivably brilliant. ‘They fome- 
times put.on.the,bright glow of the evening rays), 
ofthe fetting. fun, when reflected upon glafs,at his” 
going down; fometimes they appear of a bright: 
blue, like fapphise, . and fometimes like. the: Va- 
riable - 
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riable colours of a prifm, exceeding ji in luftre 
the richeft gems in the world, difpofed in thapes 
wonderful to behold, all glittering with a luftre 
that dazzles the eye, and fills the ait with afto- 
nifhing brightnefs. 

Smearingburgh harbour, where they landed, 
was firlt difcovered by the Dutch. Here they 
erected fheds and conveniences for boiling the 
oil from the fat of the whales, inftead of bar- 
relling it up to be boiled at home. “Here alfo, 
allured by the hope of gain, they built a vil- 
Jage, and endeavoured to fix a colony: but the 
firft fettlers all perifhed in the enfuing winter, 
The remains of the village may be traced to 
this day; and their ftoves, kettles, kardels, 
troughs, ovens, and other implements, remained. 
in the fhape of folid ice long after the utenfils 
themfelves were decayed. Gat voyagers were 
told, that the Ruffians have lately attempted 
the fame thing, and that ten out of fifteen pe. 
rifhed lait winter in this fecond attempt. 

‘Where every object is new, it is not eafy for 
a ftranger to fix which firft to admire. The 
vocks are. ftriking objects: before a ftorm they 
exhibit’a fiery’ ‘appearance, and the fun looks 
pale upon them, the fhow giving the air a bright’ 
reflection. Their fammits are almoft always 
involved in clouds, fo that itis but juft pof- 
fiblé to fee the tops of thém. ‘Some of thefe 
rocks are but’one’ ftone from bottom to top, 
appearing hike an old decayed ruin, Others 

ath ee confit 


‘confit of huge maffes, veined differently, like 
: marble, with red, white, and yellow, and pro- 
‘bably, were they to be fawed and polifhed, 
‘would equal, if not excel, the fineft Egyptian 


marble we now fo much admire, Perhaps the 


‘diftance and danger of carrying large blocks of 
ftones, may be the reafon that no trials have been 
‘made to manufacture them. On the foutherly 


and wefterly fides of thefe rocks grow all the 


plants, herbs, and mofiles peculiar to this coun- 


try; on the northerly and: eafterly fides the 


‘wind ftrikes fo cold when it blows from thefe 
quarters, that it perifhes every kind of vege- 
table. ‘Thefe plants grow to perfection in a 


very fhort time. ‘Till the middle of May the 
whole country is locked up in ice; about the 
beginning of July the plants are in flower, 
‘and about the latter end of the fame month, 

or beginning of Auguft, they have perfected 


their feed. The earth owes its fertility, in a 


ereat meafure, to the dung of birds, who build 
and breed their young Rete. in the fummer, and 
in the winter repair to more favourable climates, 
* The plants that are moft common in Spitl- 
bergen are fcurvy- grafs and crows-foot ; there 
are ‘pefides {mall houfe- leak, atid a plant with, 
aloe-leaves; an herb like ftone-crop s ; fome 
{mall fnake-weed ; moufe-ear ; wood- ftraw- 
bery ; “periwinkle ; ; and a herb peculiar to the 
country which they call the rock- plant. The 


leaves of ee plant are in fhape jike- a 
| man’s 


man’s tongue, above fix feet long, of a dull 
yellow colour. The ftalk is round and {mooth,- 


and of the fame colour with the leaf; it rifes 


tapering, and fmells) like mufcles. It is an 


aquatic, and fifes in height i in proportion to the 
depth of water in which it is found. There 


are other plants and herbs, but thefe ate the 


chief. Of flowers, the white PORDy feems ae 
piligyral: 
The rocks and precipices are full of + fires 


and clefts, which afford convenient harbour 


for birds to Jay their eggs, and breed their 


young in fafety. Moft of thefe birds are wa- 


ter-fowl, and feek their food in the fea. Some, 
indeed, are birds of prey ; and purfue and lull 
others for their own fuftenance, but thefe aré 
rare. The water-fowl eat ftrong and fifhy, and 
their fat is not to be endured. They are fo 
numerous about the rocks; as fometimes ‘to 
darken the air when they rife in flocks; and they 
feream fo horribly, that the rocks ring with their 
noife, 

There are a few {mall bit like our vet ag 
and a kind of fnow-bird, but different from 
that found about Hudfon’s bay. The gentle- 
men. fhot fome of the water-fowl, but ra 
were {trong and ill-tafted. 

~The ice-bird is a very beautiful Jittle bird, 
but very rare. He is in fize and fhape like a 


furtle-dove, but his plumage, when the fun’ | 


Shins upon tht ‘is ef a bright yellow, like 
| the 
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the golden ring in the peacock’s tail, and al- 


moft dazzles the eye to look upon it. 
The other inhabitants of this forlorn coun= 


try ate white bears, deer, and foxes. How 


thefe creatures can fubfift in the winter, when. 
the whole earth is covered with fnow, and the 
fea locked up in ice, is hardly to be conceived. 
It has been faid, indeed, that when the ocean 


is all frozen over, and no fuftenance to be pro-. 


cured in this country, they travel foutherly to 
the warmer climates, where food proper for 
them abounds in the immenfe forefts of the 
northern continent. But whoever confiders 
the vaft diftance between Spitfbergen and the 
neareft parts of the northern continent, will De 
as much at a lofs to account for the fubfiftence 
of thefe creatures in their journey, as in the de- 
folate region where they undoubtedly remain, 


~The bear is by far the beft accommodated te 
the climate of which he is an inhabitant. He ~ 


is equally at home on land and water, and 
hunts diligently for his prey in both. In fummer. 
he finds plenty of food from the refufe of the 
whales, fea-horfes and feals, which is thrown 
into the fea by the whalers, and cover the fhores 
during the time of whaling; and they have 
befides a wonderful fagacity in {melling out 
the carcafes of the dead, let them be ever fo 
deeply buried in the earth, or covered with 
ftones. The dead therefore that annually are 
buried here may contribute, in fome. degree, 
{Q 
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to the fubfiftence of a few of thefe creatures in 
winter; but the queftion will flill recur, how 
the race of them fubfifted before the whale- 
fithery had» exiftence, and before men found 
the way to this inhofpitable fhore. Difquifi- 
tions of this kind, as they are beyond the reach 
of human comprehenfion, ferve only to raife 
our admiration of that omnipotent Being to 
whom nothing is. impoffible. igh | 

'-Thefe creatures, as they differ in nothing 
but their colour and fize from thofe commonly 
fhewn in England, need no defcription. : 

The foxes differ little in thape from thofe 
we are acquainted with, but in colour there is 
no fimilitude. Their heads are black, and 
their bodies white. As they are beafts of prey, 
if they do not provide in fummer for the long 
recelfs of winter, it were, one would think, 
almoft impoffible for them to furvive ; yet they 
are feen in plenty, though, by their fubtlety 
and {wiitnels, they are not eafy to be catched, 

The Dutch feamen report, that when they 
are hungry they will feign themfelves dead, and 
when the ravenous birds come to feed upon 
them, they rife and make them their prey. 

But the moft wonderful thing of all is, how 
the deer can furvive an eight months famine, 
Like ours they feed upon nothing that can be 
perceived, but the vegetables which the earth 
fpontaneoufly produces; and yet for eight 
months in the year, the earth produces neither 

H plant, 
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plant, herb, fhrub, or blade of any kind of 


rafs whatever. They are, befides, but thinly 
cloathed for fo fevere a climate, and what feems 
fill worfe, there is not a bufh to be feen to 
fhelter them, within the diftance that any man 
has yet difcovered. The means of their fub- 
Gfrence muft therefore remain among the feerets 
of nature, never to be difclofed, as no human 


being can ever live here, fo as to be able to trace ae 


thefe creatures to their winter's refidence. 

Amphibious creatures abound the moft about 
the founds and bays of Spitfbergen, and they 
feem beft adapted to endure the climate. Thefe 
are the feals, or fea dogs, and morfes, or, fea 
horfes; of which the whalers avail themfelves, 
when difappointed in compleating their lading 
with the fat of whales. ‘de 

The feal is fufficiently known; but the fea- 
horfe, as it is a creature peculiar to high lati- 
tudes, is therefore more rare. It is not eafy to 
fay how he came by his name; for there is no 
more likenefs between a fea-horfe and a land- 
horfe, than there is between a whale and an ele- . 
phant. The fea-horfe is not unlike the feal in 
fhape. He hasa large round head, larger than 
that of a bull, but fhaped more like that of a 
pug: dog, without ears, than any other animal . 
we are acquainted with. He tapers all the way 
down to the tail, like the. fifth we call a lump, 
and his fize is equal to that of the largeft fized 
ox. His tufks clef over his under jaw, like 
é ‘i thofe 
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thofe of a very. old boar, and are in length 
from one foot to two or more, in proportion to 
the fize and age of the animal that breeds them. 
His fkin is thicker than that of a bull, and 
covered with fhort moufe-coloured hair, which 
is fleeker and thicker, juft as he happens to be in 
or out of feafon when he is caught. His paws, 
before and behind, are like thofe of a mole, 
and ferve him for oars when he {wims, and: 
for legs to crawl when he goes upon the ice, or 
on fhore. Heis a fierce animal, but being un- 
weildy when on land, or on the ice, is eaffly 
overcome, . 
Thefe animals are always found in herds, 
fometimes of many hundreds together, and if 
one is attacked, the reft make a common caufe, 
and ftand by one another till the laft gafp. If 
they are attacked in the water, they will fight 
defperately, and will even attempt the boats of 
their purfuers, if any of them are wounded, 
and not mortally. Some of them have been 
known to make holes in the bottom of the 
boat with their tufks, in defence of their 
young. Their eyes are large, and they haye- 
two holes in the upper part of the neck, out 
of which they eject the water, in like manner as 
it is ejected by whales. | 
Though the fea about Spitfbergen is full of 
hth, yet they rather appear to be defigned by 
Providence for the fuftenance of one another, 
than for the food of man. The mackarel, of 
: H 2 Py) gates 
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which there are no great plenty, feem not only 
to be the moft wholefome, and the moft pala- 
table, but alfo the moft beautiful. They feem 
to be a different fpecies to thofe caught upon 
our coafts. The upper part of the back is of 
a vivid blue; the other part as low as the belly 
of a gem-like green on an azure cround. Un- 
derneath the belly the colour is a tranfparent _ 
white, and the fins fhine like polifhed filver. 
‘Allthe colours glow when alive in the fea with 
fach a richnefs, that fancy can hardly form to 
itfelf any thing in nature more beautiful. . Al- 
moft all the other fifh on this coaft are of an 
oily nature, and of avery indifferent flavour. ? 
The faw, or {word fith, is remarkable not 
only for the oddity of his fhape, but alfo for 
his enmity to the whale. This fifh takes his 
name from a broad flat bone, in length from 
two to four feet, which projects from his nofe, 
and tapers toa point. On each fide, it has 
‘teeth like a comb, at the diftance of a finger’s 
breadth afunder. He is alfo furnifhed with a 
double row of fins, and is of aftonifhing 
ftrength in the water. His length from ten 
to twenty feet. He feems to be formed for war, 
and war is his profeffion. ‘The conflict betwixt 
him and the whale is dreadful, yet he never 
gives over till his {word is broken, or he comes 
off victorious. rg 
The whale is a harmlefs fith, and is never 
known to fight but in his own defence. Yet 
| | when, 


when he is exafperated, he rages dreadfully. 
Though from his magnitude, he may be called — 
the fovereign of the feas; yet, like other fove- 
reigns, he is liable to be vexed and hurt by 
the meaneft reptiles. The whale’s loufe is a 
moft tormenting little animal. Its fcales are as 
hard as’thofe of our prawns; its head is like 
the loufe’s head, with four horns, two that 
ferve as feelers, the other two are hard, and 
curved, and ferve as clenchers to fix him to the 
whale. On his cheft, underneath, he has two 
carvers, like fcythes, with which he collects his 
food, and behind thefe are four feet, that ferve 
him for oars. He has, moreover, fix other 
clenchers behind, with which he can rivet him- 
{elf fo clofely to his prey, that he can no other- 
wife be difengaged, but by cutting out the 
whole piece to which he is joined. He is joint- 
ed onthe back like the tail of a lobfter, and 
his tail covers him like a fhield when he 1s 
feeding. He fixes himfelf on the tendereft 
parts of the whale’s body, between his fins, on 
his fheath, and on his lips, and eats pieces out 
of his flefh, as if eaten by vultures. 

They found no fprings of frefh-water in 
Spitfbergen ; but in the valleys, between the 
‘mountains, are many little rills caufed by 
the rain and melting of the fhow in fum- 
mer; and from thefe rills the fhips are fup- 
plied. Some are of opinion, that this water is 

unwhole- 
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uriwholefome, but they are more nice than wife. 
The whaling people have drank of it for ages, 
and have found no ill.effeéts from the ufe of it. 
Ice taken up in the middle of thefe feas and 
thawed, yields alfo good freth water. 

On board the Race Horfe, Dr. Irvine, the 
gentleman who received the premium by: a grant 
of parliament, for his difcovery of aneafy pro. 
cefs for making falt-water freth at fea, tried ma- 
ny experiments at Spitfbergen, and in the courfe 
of the voyage; the refult of which will appear 
at a proper time. That gentleman had formed 
a project for preferving flefh-meat frefh and 
{weet in long voyages, but it did not anfwer 
in this. eH 

In calm weather they remarked, that the fea 
about the iflands appeared uncommonly ftill and 
fmooth; that it was not fuddenly moved at the 
firft approach of blowing weather; bur that 
when the ftorm continued, the waves fwelled 
gradually, and rofe to an incredible height.— 
‘Thefe {welling waves fucceffively follow oné 
another, and roll along before the wind, foam- 
ing and raging in a frightful manner, yet they 
are: showoHt leis dangerous than thofe that break 
fhort, and are lefs mountainous. 

They obferved likewife, that the ice. that 
reited on the ground was not ftationary, but 
that it changed place; and they learnt alfo, 
that in fome feafons there was noice, where this 
feafon they were in danger of being embayed. 
There 
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‘There does not, however, from eye appear 
ahe leat reafon to conclude, that any pratti- 
cable paflage.to the Indian ocean can ever be 
found in this direction; for were it certain that 
the feas were always open under the. pole, yet 
great bulwarks ef ice evidently furround it, 
fometimes at a-lefs, and fometimes at a greater 
diftance. Moreover, were it poffibie that chance 
fhould dire& ome fortunate adventurer to an 
‘opening at one time, it would be more than a 
million to one; if the fame opening were pafla- 
ble to the next who fhould attempt it, 

There are many harbours about Spitfbergen, 
befides that of Smearingburg, where fhips em-' 
ployed in the whale fifhery take fhelter in ftor- 
my weather ; and there are fome iflands, fuch 
as Charles’s Ifland, the Clifted Kock, Red-Hill, 
Bacluit’s Headland, &c. that ferve, as land 
marks, by which feamen direct their courte. 
Thefe iflands are full of thenefts of birds; but 
their eggs are asnaufeous as the fcth of the 
fowls that lay them. ‘The failors fometimes 
eat them, but they are filthy food. Even the 
geefe and:ducks on the neighbouring iflands eat 
_ fifhy and ftrong. : 

The air about Spitfbergen is never free from 
ificles. If -you look through the fun- beams 
tran{fverfely as you fitin the fhade, or where you 
fee the rays confined in a bedy, inftead of dark 
motes, as-are feen here, you fee myriads of 
fhining partickes~ that fparkle like diamonds 3 

| and 
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and when the fun fhines hot, as it fometirhes 
does, fo as to melt,the tar in the feams of fhips 
when they lie fheltered from the wind, thefe 
fhining atoms feem to melt away, and defcend 
like dew. : 

Tt is feldom that the air continues clear for 
many days together in this climate ; when that 
happens, the whalers are generally fuccefsful. 


There is no difference between night and day 


in the appearance of the atmofphere about 
Spitfbergen, one being as light as the other, 
only when the fun 1s to the northward, you may 
look at him with the naked eye, as at the moon, 
without dazzling. The fogs here come on fo 
fuddenly, that from bright fun-thine, you are 
prefently involved in fuch obfcurity, that you 
can hardly fee from one end of the fhip to the 
other. 

While our journalift was bufy in sy 8 
his obfervations, all belonging to the fhips 
were differently engaged in one employment or 
other; fome in taking in water, fome in fifh- 
ing, fome in hunting, fome in handing the fails, 
and fpreading them out to dry, fome in fcrub- 
bing the fhip, and fome in viewing the coun- 
try. The Commanders and officers, with Mr. 
Lyon, Mr. Robinfon, &c. bufied themfelves 
in making obfervations, being furnifhed with 
an apparatus, that is faid to have coft at leaft 
one thoufand five hundred pounds. From fuch 
a fet of inftruments, i in the hands of the ableft 

; obfer- 
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-obfervers, the nation can boaft, fome very cone 
fiderable difcoveries in the phenomena of the’ 
polar regions may be expected. They landed 
their inftruments in a fmall ifland, in Vogle 
Sound, and had feveral opportunities during 
their ftay of ufing them to advantage. Having 
erected two tents, the Captains from the fifhery 
frequently vifited the obfervers, and exprefled 
their admiration not only at the perfection of 

; the inftruments, but likewife at the dexterity 
with which they. were accommodated. 
The ice began to fet in a-pace, yet the weather 
_ was hot. The thermometer from fifty-fix 
in the cabin rofe to ninety inthe open air. Ie 
was {till ten degrees higher on the top of a 
mountain to which it was carried. The ifland 
en which the experiments were made, they call- 
ed Marble Ifand, from the rock by which ic 
is formed. Having watered, and finifhed their 
obfervations, the fhips prepared to depart. 
Monday July the rgth, the Commodore made 
the fignal to weigh; at two in the afternoon 
the fhips were under fail, and as fon as they 
had made their offing, ftood to the eaftward, 
At three they tacked and fteered northward; 
and before four were again entangled among 
the loofe ice, through which they failed, di. 
recting their courfe along the main body, which _ 
lay from north-weft to fouth-fouth-eaft, 
Tuefday the2oth, they continued their courfe » 
along the ice, but could difcover no opening, 
i though 
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though they fearched every creek, and left no 
bay or turning unexamined. This day they 
obferved what the failors call a mock-fun, a 
phenomenon well enough known in this climate. 
Hacluit’s Headland bore fouth-weft one half 
fouth forty-fix leagues; the weather cloudy, 
with rain; exceflive cold, Thermometer 37 
degrees 46 minutes. “ | 

Wednefday the 21 ft, the feverity of the wea-- 
ther increafing, an additional quantity of brane 
dy was ferved out to the people, and every com- 
fortable refrefhment afforded them, that they 
themfelves could with or require. The courfe 
of the ice lay this day north-eaft. 

Thurfday 22, nothing remarkable. 

Friday the 23d, they faw land from eaft by 
fouth, to fouth-eaft by fouth. At four in the 
morning, Hacluit’s Headland bore fouth-eaft 
ten leagues ; the wind variable, and the weather _ 
cold, with fleet and fnow. ‘Thermometer 40 
ceerees. | | | 

Sunday 25, they had gentle breezes, with 
cloudy weather, and were engaged among fome 
pieces of ice, feparated from the main body, 
‘which kept them continually tacking and luffing. 
‘At length they entered among mountains and 
‘(lands of ice, which came upon them fo fait, 
that it was with the utmoft difficulty they could 
proceed; the Carcafe having feveral times 
ftruck againft them with fuch violence, as to 
raife her head four feet out of the water. They 

~ now 
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now imagined, from the folidity and extent of 
thefe iflands, that the late ftrone gales had 
caufed a feparation from the main body, the 
Commodore therefore changed his courfe with 
a ftrong gale to the eaftward ; in the morning 
the weather became moderate. 

Monday 26, at feven in the morning, they. 
came in fight of Red-hill, a fmall mount 
_ which commands an open plain, known by the 
name of Deers-field, by reafon of its fertile 
appearance, it being the only fpot on which 
they faw no drifts of {fnow. To the eaftward 
lies Muffin’s Ifland. Here they founded, and 
found forty-five fathom water; rocky ground. 
Capt. Lutwich fent out the long-boat, with er- 
ders to found along the fhore, and to examine 
the foil, This ifland is about a mile long,. ve- 
ry low, and looks at a diftance like a black 
fpeck. Though the foil is moftly fand and 
loofe ftones, and hardly fo much as a green 
weed upon it, yet it is remarkable for the num- - 
ber of birds that refort to it in faummer to lay 
their eggs, and breed their young; and thefe, 
not of one kind only, but of many different 
forts, as geefe, ducks, burgomafters, ice-birds, 
malamucks, kirmews, rotgers, and almoft eve- 
ry other {pecies of birds peculiar to the climate; 
infomuch, that the eggs were fo numerous, and 
lay fo thick upon the ground, that the men 
who landed found it difficule to walk without 
filling their fhoes. 

J 2 While 
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While the crew of the boat, ten in number} 
with their valiant officer at their head, were 
examining the ifland, after having founded the 
fhores, they obferved two white bears making 
towards them, one upon the ice, the other in 
the water. Major Buz, for that was their of- 
ficer’s travelling title, like Falftaff, was always 
the boldeft man in company over acup of fack, — 
and minded killing a bear no more than killing — 
a gnat; but feeing the bears approach very fait, 
efpecially that which came in the water, he or- 
dered his men to fire while yet the enemy was 
at adiftance, as he did not think it prudent to 
hazard the lives of his little company in clofe 
ficht. All of them pointed their mufkets, and 
fome of «the party obeyed orders; but the 
greater part judging it fafer to depend upon a 
referved fire, when they had feemingly difcharged 
their pieces, pretended to retreat. The Major, 
a full fathom in the belly, endeavoured to wad- 
dle after his companions ; but being foon out 
of breath, and feeing the bear that came in 
the water had juft reached the fhore, thought 
of nothing now but falling the firft facrifice. 
His hair already ftood an end; and looking 
behind him, he faw the bear at no great diftance, 
with his nofe in the air fnuffing the fcent. He 
had all the reafon in the world to believe it was 
him that he fcented, and he had fcaree breath 
enough left to call to his men to halt. In this 
critical Gtyation he unfortunately dropt his gun, 
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and in ftooping: to recover it {tumbled acaintt 
a goofe- neft, fell {quafh upon his belly into it, 
and had very nigh f{mothered the dam upon her 
egos. The old faying is, misfortunes feldom 
come alone. ' Before he could well rife, the en- 
raged gander came flying to the affiftance of 
his half-{mothered confort, and making a dart 
at the eye of the affailant, very narrowly miffed 
his mark, but difcharged his fury plump upon 
his nofe. The danger now being preffing, and 
the battle ferious, the bear near, and the gan- 
der ready for a fecond attack, the men, who 
had not fled far, thought it high time to return 
to the relief of their leader. Overjoyed to fee 
them about him, but frighted at the bear juft 
behind him, he had forgot the gander that was 
over his head, againft which one of the men 
having levelled his piece, fired and he fell dead 
at the Major’s feet. Animated now by the 
death of one enemy, he recovered his gun, and 
faced about to affift in the attack of the fecond, 
By this time the bear was {carce ten yards from 
him, and beginning to growl, the Major juft 
in the inftant was feized with a loofenefs, dropt 
his accoutrements, and fell back, that he might 
not be in the way of his party, to impede the 
engagement. Inthe hurry he was in, for ina 
man of fuch valour we muft not fay the fright, 
he entangled his buttons, and not being able 
to hold any longer, he filled his breeches. The 
crew in an inftant had brought down the bear, 
| | and 
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and now it was time for their leader to do fome- 
thing oreat. Having recovered his arms, and 

feeing the poor beaft groveling on the ground, 

and orowling out his laft, like a ram in a pins 

fold, making a fhort race backwards in orde¥ 

to redouble his force, he came with nine long 

{trides forwards, and with the ftrength and 

Gercenefs of an enraged bull, thruft his lance 

fall four feet deep in the dying bear’s belly. . 
And now, fays the Major, cocking his hat,“ 
have not I done for the bear bravely! The 

failors, who are always in a good humour 

upon fuch occafions ; but Captain, faid they, 

you have but half done your work, you have 

another bear to kill yet. The Major, whofe 
fituation began to be troublefome, content with. 
the honour he had already acquired, my lads, 

{aid he, as I have been the death of one bear, fure 

fix of you may kill the other ; fo ordering four 

of them to row him on board, he left the re- 

maining fix to kill the other bear. 


On this ifland two bears were killed, anda. 
feachorfe. ‘The fea-horfe made a defperate de- 
fence, being attacked in the water; and had 
there been only one boat engaged in the com- 
bat, he certainly would have come off vitto- 
rious ; but the crew of the Race-horfe having 
learnt that there were bears and fea-horfes on 
this little fpot, were willing to fhare in the 
fport of hunting them, as well as in the plea- 
fure of tafting their flefh, They accordingly 

| ' | landed 
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landed in their boats, and came in good time 
to affift in purfuing the conqueft. It happened, 
however, that their ammunition jbeing almoft 
fpent, one great bear came up to revenge the 
death of his fellows, and advanced fo furioufly, 
growling and barking, that he put the whole 
company to flight, and fome of them, it is 
faid, had no great reafon to laugh at the Major. 
On founding the fhores they remarked, that 
when the north iflands bear north forty-five eaft, 
feven or eight leagues, and Red-hill eaft by 
fouth five miles, there is generally from twenty- 
five to thirty fathom hard ground; but that 
clofer on fhore, when Red-hiil bears eaft one- 
fourth fouth about one mile, it increafes to 
one hundred and fifteen fathom, with foft black 
mud. The current about one mile an hour to 


the north-eaft, 


Tuefday 27, the aw being perfeGly ferene, 
and the weather moderate, the fifhes feemed to 
enjoy the temperature, and to exprefs it by their 
{porting. The whales were feen {pouting their 
fountains towards the fkies, and the fin fith 
following their example. They likewife this 
day faw dolphins; the whole profpe& in fhort 
was more pleafing and picturefque than they 

had yet beheld in this remote region, The 
- very ice in which they were befet looked beau- 
tiful, and put forth a thoufand glittering forms, 
and the tops of the mountains, which they could 
fee like fparkling gems at a vaft diftance, had 
the 
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the appearance of fo many filver ftars illumi- 
nating a new firmament. But this flattering 
profpect did not continue long. By an,accu- 
rate obfervation, they were now in latitude 
80 deg. 47 min. north; and in longitude 
21 deg. 10 min. eaft from London; and in 
fight of feven iflands to the north, to which 
they directed their courfe, . 

Wednefday 28, they had frefh eafterly ’ 
breezes, which, from moderate weather the day 
before, changed to piercing cold. At midnight 
the weft end of Weygate ftraits bore fouth by 
eaft, fo that they were now in the very fpot 
where Barentz had fuppofed an opening would 
be found into the-polar fea. Yet fo far from 
it, they could difcover nothing from the maft- 
head, but a continued continent of folid ice, 
except the iflands already mentioned. On this 
ice, however, there were many bears, fome of 
which came io’ near the fhips as to be fhot dead 
with {mall arms. .Thefe bears are very good 
eating, and where no better is to be purchafed, 
the whalers account them as good as beef. They 
are many of them larger than the largeft oxen, 
and weigh heavier. In many parts of their 
body they are mufket proof, and unlefs they 
are hit on the open cheft, or on the flank, 2 
blow with a mufket ball will hardly make them 
turn their backs. Some of the bears killed in 
thefe encounters weighed from feven to eight 
hundred weight; and it was thought, that the 
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bear that routed the failors on Muffin’s Ifand, 
could not weigh lefs than a thoufand weight, 
He was, indeed, a very montter ! 

Thurfday 29, failing’ among innumerable 


iflands of ice, they found the main body too 


folid for the fhips to make the leaft impreffion 
upon it, and finding no opening, the Commo- 
dore refolved to fend a party under the com- 
mand of the firft Lieutenant to examine the 
land, which at a diftance appeared like ’a plain, 
- diverfified with hills and mountains, and exe 
hibited i in their fituation a tolerable landfkip. 
On trying the water, it was lef falt than any 
fea water they had’ ever tafted; and they found 
likewife, that the ice was no other than a body 
of congealed freth water, which they imagined 
had been frozen in the infancy of the eich! 
 Tuefday 30, the weather ‘being clear, they 
‘ran clofe to the miain body of ther ice, and the 
fun continuing to fhine, made them almoft for- 
get the climate they were failing in, but it was 
not long before they had reafon for: fevere re- 
collection. ‘In ‘coafting along, they obferved. 
many openings, and were in hopes, from their 
diftant’ appearance, that a paffage might be 
made between them; but upon trial it was’ 
found, as the Dutch fifhermen had foretold, 
that thefe appearances were deceitful. At one 
in the morning fine clear fun-fhine, they found- 
ed in fixteen fathom water, and found fmall 
flones at bottom. They were > then about four 
Mega K miles 
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miles from the north-eaft part of the northern+ 
moft land’, the eafternmoft land in fight, diftant 
about five or fix leagues. « | re 
_ Saturday 31, at midwight, the eafternmokt 
land in fight lay eaft.north-eatt one half ealt; 
which they could not make out to be an ifland:. 
They. rather judged it to be a continent, but 
found it impoffible to determine with, certainty, 
as it lay beyond their reach. At. nine in the, ” 
morning the Carcafe hoilted out her cutter, andi 
filled her empty. water-cafks with water from 
the ice, On this ice lic great quantities, of 
faow, and.as foon as a pit is dug, it Glls,with 
fine fof: tclear water, not inferior (, thatof.mas 
ny. land {prings. At noon. they , founded. ini 
ninety, ive fathoms, the ground foft mind, -.cbbig 
day a, beat.came over-the ice to vifix thems the 
fire they had feen fiace they left Muflin’s 
Vitand:, Ehey. falated bingy wath ya, voli¢y .08 
Smal arms, and he retugned the compliment, 
by tusning his back upen/them. ‘Fheir-longin 
rude was thig day 24 degrees:26, minutes, calls, 
by time-keeper. Thermometer forty-five. »/\o) 
‘Sunday’ Augutt 1, proved a dayoob trial, 
Lying too among the clote ice, with. the: leale 
ice driving: faft to fhore, the Commodore: was 
deGrous of furveying the wefternmofk ef: the 
{even iflands, which appeared: the bighel,> iy 
order to judge, from the profpeét on the hills» 
of the poflibility of proceeding farther. on the, 
difcovery. - With. this view they: carriek out 
eats their ” 
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their ice-anchots; and made both fhips fat to 
the main body, a practice very common with 
the fifhing fhips that annually frequent thofe 
feas. Of the réconnoitring party; were the 
Gaptains, the fecond Lieutenants, one of the 
mathematicians, the pilots, and fome chofen 
failors, feleted from both fhips. They fet out 
bout two in the morning, and fometimes faile 
ing, fometimes drawing their boats over the / 
jee; they with didacilty reached the fhore, 
where the firft objects they faw were a herd 
of-deer,. fo very tame, that they feemed as 
curious to gaze at the ftrangers, as the ftran- 
ges were pleafed to fee them; for they came five 
or fix together fo near, that they might have 
been killed with the thruft of g bayonet; a 
proof that animals are not naturally afraid of 
many till, by the fate of their aflociates they 
are taught the danger of approaching them; 
a mt0a8, too, that animals are not deftitute of 
reflection, otherwife how fhould they conclude, 
that what has befallen. their fellow animals, 
will certainly happen to them, if they run the 
like rifgue. ‘Fhe gentlemen, however, fuffered 
only one of thefe fearlefs innocents to be fired 
at, and that was done by a failor when they 
were abfent on obfervation. 

On this: ifland they gathered fome pape 
grafs, and in many places they could perceive 
the fides. of the hills covered with the verdure 


on. which thefe deer undoubtedly fed, 14 
K 2 After 
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After having afcended the higheft hills on 
the fea-coaft, and taken a view of the country 
and the ocean all round, the gentlemen def- 
cended, and about five inthe afternoon em- 
barked again on their return to the fhips, at 
which they arrived fafe about ten, after an ab- 
fence of twenty hours. They were greatly 
difappointed by the hazinefs of the weather on 
the tops of the mountains, which confined the 
profpeét, and prevented their taking an obfer- 


vation with the inftruments they had carried © 


with them forthat purpofe. 


There is here a {mall variation inthe journals — 


of the two fhips; that kept on board the Com- 
modore making the diftance between the ifland 
and the fhipsmear twenty miles; the other only 
five leagues, which might eafily happen, as the 
fhips fhifted their ftations with the main body 
of ice, fometimes driving north-weft, fome- 
times the contrary courfe, as the wind and tides 
happened to fit. - | 
_~ Their fituation now began to be ferious, and 
it was difcovered too late, that by grappling to 


the ice, as practifed by the Greenlandmen, they, 
had endangered the lofs of the fhips, the loofe 
ice clofing fo faft about them, that they found . 
it abfolutely impoffible to get them difengaged 5 


and there was, befides, great reafon to fear, 
that one or both would foon be crufhed to 
pieces. Great minds are ever mofl diftinguifh- 
ed by their expedients on the moft alarming 
| | occafions. 
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occafions. The Commodore fet all hands to 
work to form a: dock in “the folid ice, large 
enough to moor both fhips; and by the alacri- 
ty with which that fervice was performed, the 
fhips were preferved from the danger of imme- 
diate deftruction. 

The fhips being thus far fecured, the of- 

ficers, pilots, and matters, were all fummoned 
on board the Commodore, to confult on what 
further was to be done in their prefent unpro- 
mifing fituation; when it was unanimoufly 
agreed, that their deliverance was hopele(fs; 
and that they muft either provide to winter 
upon the adjacent iflands, or attempt to launch 
their boats into the open fea, which was already 
at a confiderable diftance ; for the loofe ice had 
poured into the bay in which they were at an- 
chor with fo much rapidity, and in fuch afto- 
nifhing quantities, that the open fea was alrea- 
dy far out of fight. Before any thing farther 
was undertaken, the men were ordered to their 
quarters, that they might refrefh themfelves 
with fleep. 
While their Commanders preferve their for- 
titude, the failors never lofe their courage. 
They rofe in the morning with as much alacrity 
and unconcern, as if they had been failing with 
a fine breeze in the Britifh Channel. 

Auguft 2, it was now thought advifeable to 
make one defperate attempt to extricate the 
fhips, by cutting a channel to the weftward into. 

ME is3;: 5 the 
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the open fea. The fcooping out the doek with 
fo much éxpedition, by a party only of one 
ihip, raifed high expectations of what might be 
performed by the united labotrrs “of both the. 
‘crews. No body of men ever undertook @ 
work of fuch difficulty with fo much chearfuls 
nefs and confidence of fuccefs, as the failors 
oblerved on this occafion. Their ice-faws, axesy. 
fledges, poles, and the whole group of fea-tools, © 
were in an inftant all employed in facilitating 
the work; but after cutting through Blocks of 
folid ice from eight to fifteen feet deep, and 
coming to others of many fathoms, that exe 
ceeded the powers of man to feparate, that was 
laid afide as a hopelefs project; and another 
more promifing, though not lefs ied a= 
dopted in its room. 

On the 3d of Auguft, after the mén Jest 
again refrefhed pha cdlel ved with fleep, it was 
refolved to fit up the boats belonging to both 
the hips with fuch ceverings as were moft eafy 
to be accommodated; and of lighteft convey- 
ance ; and by fkating them over the ice, endea» 
your to launch them in the opén fea, Could 
this be effected, they hoped, that by failing and 
rowing to the northernmoft harbour of Spitf- 
bergen, they might arrive at that ifland; before’ — 
the departure of the laft fhips ee to’ the’ 
fithery for Europe. 

While the boats were getting ready for this 
expedition, a fecond party were difpatched to 

the 
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the ifland, with orders to take the diftance as 
exact as it ‘was poffible to the neareft open fea. 
As all the people belonging to the fhips were 
not to be engaged in thefe fervices, thofe who 
were unemployed diverted themfelves in hunting 
and killing: theobears, that now, attracted pers 
haps. by the favory’ {mell of the provifions 
dreffed on board the fhips, came every day over 
the ice tovrepear their vifits/: Several of thefe 
were kiledwoccafionally, and- this day they 
fought ‘a ‘fea-horfe, in which engagement the 
fecond Lieutenant of the Carcafe fignalized his 
courage’ in a’ moft defperate rencounter, in 
which, “however, ‘he fucceeded, eat his life 
was in imminent danger. | 

- On the 4th the carpenters, &c. were fill em- 
ployed in fitting up the boats, The pilots, 
who the day before had. been fent to make ob- 
fervations on the iflands already mentioned, 
made their report, that the neareft water they 
had feen was about ten leagues tothe weftward ; 

_ that in their paflage they had met with great 
numbers of fpars or pine trees, floating about 
the ifland, fome of them of confiderable fize, 
with the bark‘rotted off, and the bodies much 
‘worm-eaten; that there was~neither tree nor 
fhrub to be feen‘ growing on any of the feven 
iffands, nor upon any land that they had yee 
difcovered in. that latitude, ‘nor for ten poee 
farther fouth, and that the trees they had feen 


mutt therefore haye come from a great diftance. 
P Though 
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Though there is nothing now’ in this. obfer- 
vation, the like being annually. obferved by all 
the navigators who fr¢quent thofe feas in the 
fummer, and who collect their wood. from thofe 
drifts, yet the country from whence they pro- 
ceed has hitherto been thought: a myftery. 
But it being now certain, that many of the 
great rivers that flow through the northernmoft 
parts of Ruffia, empty themfelves into, this fea; - 
and: that there is an open communication 
throughout the different parts of it at different. 
feafons of the year, there feems very. little reafon: 
to doubt, but that thofe trees.are torn up by, 
land floods, and are precipitated into bhe fea by- 
the rapidity of the ftreams. \), 4.55; siete 
It has indeed been objected, that al Ae wood 
thas is found floating inthis, manner about the | 
iflands in high latitudes, is toa piecet barked and 
worm-eaten; and that’ if thefe’trees were torn 
up and. precipitated, into the fea in, the. manner 
above fuppofed, fome of it. would. appear found 
and. unbarked,, as. in. its. firft {tate... .To this. it 
may. be an{wered,. that, were the courfe of. the 
tides to:run as conftantly to. the northward, as. 
the ‘courfe of. the rivers runs into. the fea, this 
objection would be. upan{werable, But the very, 
reverfe is known to be the fact ; and that neither 
the winds nor the tides tend to the northwards 
for any confiderable part of the year; fo that, 
from the time thefe trees enter the ocean, it 
muft, in the Crna courte of things, be many. 
: ages 
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tices before they can reach the latitudes in which 
they are now found. Becaufe, if they are 
driven northwards by the ftreneth of a ftorm 
from thé fouth, they will be driven in another 
direction by the next ftorm that happens from 
another quarter ; and all the while the calm con- 
tinues, they will be driven to and fro by thetides, 
which, as has been obferved, feldom fet long to 
the north, therefore, being in continual motion 
for ages, or being caft upon the fhore by tempetts, 
Or high tides, and lying there expofed to the 
air, till tempefts or high tides return them again 
to the ocean, they will, in a long progreffion of 
‘time, be reduced to the ftate in rite they are 
conftantly found. This folution is, however, 
offered with difidence. The fa& is certain, of 
much wood being annually found about the 
iflands in queftion; and it is now of little im- 
portance from whence it proceeds, as a paffage 
by the north eaft to China will probably never 
more be fought. 

On the sth they had patie breezes ; bit 
about four in the morning {mall feet. The ice 
{till furrounding them, and appearing to grow 
more and more folid and fixed, thofe who had 
till now retained hopes that the fouth-eaft wina 
would again difunite its fubftance, and open a 
_ paffage for their deliverance, began to defpair, 
as the wind had blown for twenty-four hours 
from that quarter, from which alone they could 
have relief, and not the leaft alteration to be 

L per- 
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perceived. The men, however, were as joyous: 
as ever, and fhewed not the leaft concern about 
the danger of their fituation. 

. Early in the morning, the man at the maft- 
head of the Carcafe gave notice, that three 
bears were making their way very faft over the — 
ice, and that they were directing their courfe 
towards the thip. They had, without queftion,, 
been invited by the fcent of the blubber of the . 
fea-horfe killed a few days before, which the 
men had fet on fire, and which was burning on 
the ice at the time of their approach. They 
proved to be a fhe-bear and her two cubbs; 
but the cubbs were nearly as large as the dam: 
They ran eagerly to the tire, ee drew out 
from the flames part of the fleth of the fea- 
horfe that remained unconfumed, and eat it 
voracioufly, The crew from the fhip, by way 
of diverfion, threw great lumps of the flefh of 
the fea-horfe which they had ftill left, out upon 
the ice, which the old bear fetched away fing- 
ly, laid each lump before her cubbs as the 
brought it, and dividing it, gave each a {hare, 
referving but a {mall portion to herfelf. As fhe 
was fetching away the, baft piece they had to be- 
ftow, they "Nevaled their mufkets at the cubbs, 
and fhot them both dead; and in her retreat, 
they alfo wounded the dam, but not mortally. 
Ic would have drawn tears of pity from any but 
‘unfeeling minds, to have marked the affection- 
ate eoncern ‘a exprefied by this poor beaft, in the 


dying 
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dying moments of her expiring young. Tho’ 
the was forely wounded, and could but jut 
¢rawl to the place where they Jay, fhe carried 
the lump of flefh fhe had fetched away, as the 
had done the others before, tore it in pieces, 
and laid it down before them, and when fhe 
faw that they refufed to eat, fhe laid her paws 
firfk upon one, and then upon the other, and 
endeavoured to raife them up. All this while 
it was pitiful to hear her moan. When fhe 
found fhe could sot ftir them, fhe went off, and 
when fhe had got at fome diftance, looked back 
and moaned; and that not availing her to en- 
tice them away, fhe returned, and {melling 
round them, began to lick their wounds. She 
went off a fecond time, as before, and having » 
crawled a few paces, looked again behind her, 
and for fome time ftood moaning. But ffill her 
cubbs not rifing to follow her, fhe returned to 
them again, and with figns of inexprefiible 
fondnefs, went round one and round the other, 
pawing them, and moaning. Finding at laft 
that they were cold and litelefs, fhe raifed her . 
‘head towards the fhip, and, like Caliban in the 
tempeft, growled a curfe upon the murderers, 
which they returned with a volley of mufket- 
balls. She fell between her cubbs, and died 
licking their wounds. If whatis related by a 
voyager of credit in the laft century be true, _ 
the filial fondnefs of thefe aninials is no lefs re- 
imarkable than the maternal, The young ones, 
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fays he, keep conftantly clofe to the old ones, 
We obferved that two young ones and an old 
one would not leave one another, for if one ran 
away, it turned back again immediately, as 
foon as it did hear the others in danger, as if it 
would come to help them. Theold one ran to 
the young one, and the young one to the old 
one; and rather than they would leave one 
another, they would fuffer ppemlelyes to. be 
all killed. | 

Friday the 6th, the weather calm, but fog- 
is and the winds variable; they difcovered 
that the drift of the fhip, with the whole body 
of ice, inclined faft to the eaftward; and that 
they were already embayed in the very middle _. 
of the feven iflands. They therefore fent off 
the pilots of bath fhips, with a party of failors, 
to the northernmoft ifland, to fee what difco- 
veries’ could be made from the promontories 
there. ‘They returned at night, after a fa-_ 
ticuing journey, with a difmal account, that 
nothing was to be feen from thence but a vaft 
continent of ice, of which there was no end; 
and that the thought of wintering in fucha 
fituation was more dreadful, than that of pe- 
_ sifhing by inftant death. | 

Saturday 7, the wind fet in north-north-eatt, 
veered to the north; to the north-eaft and eaft, 
piercing cold, This day the boats were all 
brought in readinefs on the ice, fitted with 
weather cloaths about thirteen inches above the 
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gunnels, in order to keep off the cold as much 
as poflible, if by good fortune they fhould be 
enabled to launch them in an open fea. This 

day was employed chiefly in boiliag provifions 
to put in the boats for the intended voyage; in 
delivering out bags to the men to carry their 
bread, and in packing up fuch neceffaries as 
every one could take alone with him; for now 
every man was to be his own porter, the necef- 
fary provifions and liquors being found load 
enough for the boats, and twenty-five days 
bread load enough for each man. This being» 
adjufted, when night approached they were all 
ordered on board to fleep. | 
Thurfday 8, at fix in the morning all hands 
were ordered to turn out, and a detachment of 
fifty men from each fhip, headed by their re- 
ipective officers, were appointed to begin the 
hard tafk of hawling the launces along the ice. 
The braveft and callanteft aétions performed 
in war, do not fo ftrikingly mark the true cha- 
racter of a fea Commander, as the readinefs and 
alacrity with which his orders are obeyed in 
times of imminent danger. Every one now 
{trove who fhould have the honour to be lifted 
in the band of haulers, of whom the Commo- 
dore took the direction, leaving Capt. Lut- 
wych to take care of both the thips, that if any 
favourable turn fhould happen in the difpofi- 
tion of the ice, he might make ule’ of the 
‘yemaining part of both the crews to improve it, 
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Upon a general confultation of officers, pre- 
vious to this undertaking, it had been agreed, 
and an order iffued accordingly, that no perfon > 
on board, of whatever rank, fhould encumber . 
himfelf with more cloaths than what he wore 
upon his back. Upon this occafion, therefore, 
the officers dreffed themfelves in flannels, and 
the common men put on the cloaths which 
the officers had thrown off. It was inconceiva- 
bly laughable to fee thefe motley bands yoked 
in their new harnefs; and, to fay the truth, 
there was not one folemn face among the two 
companies. ‘That headed by the Commodore 
drew ftoutly for the honour of their leader, and 
that headed by their Lieutenants had their mu- 
fic ‘to play to them, that they might dance it 
away, and keep pace with the Commander in 
chief. Indeed the officers who headed them 
were defervedly beloved as well as their Com- 
manders, particularly Lieutenant Beard, whofe 
fteady and uniform conduct in times of the 
greateft danger, cannot be fufficiently admired 
or applauded, Neither fwayed by paffion, nor 
difconcerted by the fudden embarraffments that , 
often intervened, his conduct was always calm, 
and his orders refolute.. He never was heard, 
during the whole voyage on the moft preffing 
emergencies, to enforce his commands with an 
oath, or to call a failor by any other than his 
ufual name; and fo fenfible were they of his 
manly behaviour, that, when the fhip was paid 
| | of 
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off at Deptford, they were only prevented by 
his moft earneft requeft from ftripping them- 

felves to their fhirts, to cover the ftreets with 
their cloaths, that he might not tread in the 
dirt in going to take coach. 

In fix hours, with the utmoft efforts of hu- 
man labour, they had only proceeded a fingle 
mile; and now it was time for them to dine, 
and recruit their almoft exhaufted fpirits. As 
the Commodore had laboured with them, it 
was in charaéter that he fhould dine with them 
alfo; and an accident happened that made it 
neceffary for him'fo todo. The Cook, with 
his mates, (who were bringing the Commodore 
and the officers their dinners under covers) to. 
keep out the cold after coming from a warm 
fire-fide, had made a little too free with the 
brandy bottle before they fet out, and before 
they had got half way to the lances, the liquor 
began to operate; the Cooks were fometimes 
very near boarding each other, fometimes they 
hauled off, and fometimes fteered right a-head. 
At length coming to a chafm, or parting of the 
ice, which they were obliged to leap, down came 
‘tthe mafter Cook, with difh, cover, meat and all; 
and what was ftill worfe, though it was not then 
thought of much value, the Commodore’s 
common fervice of plate, which the Cook car- 
ried for the officers to dine on, fell in the chafm, 
and inftantly funk to the bottom. This acci- 
dent brought the Cook a little to himfelf, and 
. a he 
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he now ftood paufing whether he fhould jump 
down the gulph after the plate, or proceed to 
the Commodore to beg mercy and make his 
apology. His mates perfuaded him to the lat- 


ier, as the Commodore was a kind-hearted 


eemman, and would never take a man’s life 
away fora flip on the ice. Befides, it was a 
creat jump for a fat man, and Commodore, 
“they were fure, had rather lofe all the plate in % 
the great cabin, than lofe Cookie. Comforted 
a little by this. fpeech, the Cook proceeded, 
but let his mates go on firft with what remained, 
to carry the tidings of what befell the reft. 
When the Commodore had heard the ftory, he — 
judged how it was with them all. But where 
‘5 the Cook, faid he to the mates? He’s crying 
behind, an pleafe your Honour. In the mean 
time the Cook came up. Cook, faid the Com- 
modore, bring me your dinner. I will dine 
to-day with my comrades. My dinner! AY, 
a pound of the flefh next my heart, if your 
Honour likes it. The promptneis of the reply 
fhewed the fincerity of the Cook’s good-will, 


and pleafed the Commodore better than a feait 


upon turtle. He difmiffed him with a fmile, 
and partook with the officers in what was left, 
who made up their dinners with a mefs from 
the common men, . : : 
They had juft begun to renew their labour, 
when word was brought, that the whole body 
of ice had changed its fituation, and was mov- 


ing 
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ing to the weftward ; that the fhips were both 
aefloat ; and that the ice was parting. The joy 
which this news diffufed through the two com- 
panies of hawlers is eafier to conceive than ex- 
prefs. They inftantly fhook off their harnefs, 
ran to affift in working the fhips, and once 
more to refume their proper. employments. 
When they arrived at the fhips, Caprain Lut- 
-wych, who was no le{fs beloved by his men than 
‘the Commodore, had by his example and his 
judicious directions done wonders. “Both fhips 
were not only a-float, with their fails fer, bue 
actually cut and warped through the ice near 
half a mile. This ray of meas! however, was 
foon darkened; the body of ice fuddenly af* 
fumed its former direction to the eafkward, and 
clofed upon them again as faft as ever. While 
the fhips remained in the ice-dock, they were 
Jafhed together for their greater fecurity, but 
now being launched and a-float, the ice prefled 
upon them with fuch weight, that it was every 
moment expected that the hawfer would break 
that held them together; orders. were therefore 
given, that the hehe fhould be flackened, and 
the fhips releafed. 
For. the. remainder of the ati and till 
two in the morning, the drift continued eaft- 
ward, and all that while the fhips were in dan- 
ger of being crufhed by the clofing of the 
channel in which they rode. They had now 
drifted two miles to the eaftward ; the men were 
M worn 
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worn out with fatioue in defending the fhips 
with their ice-poles from being engulphed ; and 
now ncthing but fcenes of horror and perdition 
appeared before their eyes. But the Omnipo- 
tent, in the very moment, when every hope of 
deliverance from their own united endeavours 
had relinquifhed them, interpofed in their fa- 
yours, and caufed the winds to blow, and the 
ce to part in an aftonifhing manner, rending 
4nd cracking with a tremendous noife, furpafling 
that of the loudeft thunder. At this very in- 
ftant the whole continent of ice, which before 
was extended beyond the reach of fight from 
the higheft mountains, moved together in va-_ 
rious directions, fplitting and dividing i into vaft 
bodies, and forming hills and plains of various 
fisures and dimenfions. Al hearts were now 
again revived, and the profpect of being once 
more releafed from the frozen chains of the 
north infpired the men with freth vigour. 
Every officer and every idler on board laboured 
now for life. The fails were all fpread, that 
the fhips might have the full advantage of the 
breeze to force them through the channels that 
were already opened, and to help them, like : 
wedges, to rend the clefts that were but jut 
cracking. , 

While the major part of the crews were em-. 
ployed in warping the fhips with ice-anchors, 
axes, faws and poles, a party from both fhips 
-were difpatched to launch the boats. This was 
: RO” 
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rio eafy tafk to accomplifh. The ice, though 
fplit in many thoufand pieces, was yet frozen 
like an ifland round the lances, and though it 
was of no great extent, yet the boats were of a 
weight hardly to be moved by the {mall force 
ae could be fpared to launch them. ‘They 
were befides, by the driving of the ice, at more 
than five miles diftance from the fhips; and at 
this time no channels of communication were 
yet opened. But Providence was manifeft even 
on this occafion; for the iMand on which the lan- 
ces ftood, parted while the men were hauling 
them, and “by that lucky circumftance they 
were launched with great facility, without the 
lofs of a man, though the ice cracked, as it 
were, under their eee 

‘The people on board had not been able to 
force their way with the fhips much more than 
a mile, when the party in the lances joined 
them. And now, excited by what curiofity or 
inftinct is not eafy to determine, feveral bears 
came potting over the ice to be {pectators of 
their departure, and advanced fo near the fhips, 
that they might have been eafily maftered, had 

not the men been more ferioufly employed. 
This day they altered their foundings from 
thirty to fifty fathoms, and from fifty to eighty 

and eighty-five fathoms. 

_ The breeze continuing frefh from. eaft- 
fouth-eaft and eaft, the ice feemed to open as 
faft as ithad before clofed when the wind blew 
M 2 wefterly, 
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wefterly, and from the north; a ftrong pre-- 
fumptive proof of land to the eaftward, which 
{topping the current of the loofe ice in driving 
from the north and weft, clofes it in courfe, and 
renders it compact. On the contrary, when - 
the wind blows off the land, and the current : 
fets to the fea, the loofe ice being no longer op- » 
poled, difperfes itfelf again in the ocean, where 
it again floats, till the ane caufe produces the 
fame effet. If therefore the land which our» 
voyagers faw on the 30th, and which they 
could not determine with certainty to be an 
ifland, fhould, upon fome future occafion, be 
difcovered to be a continent, then the clofing 
of the loofe’ ice fo fuddenly about the fever 
iflands, and its crouding one piece upon ano- 
ther to a great height, when violently agitated } 
by eiplns from the north or weft, will be ful 
ly and naturally accounted for. 
Tuefday the roth, about two in the morn- 
ing, the fog being thick, and the weather 
calm, and the men very much fatigued, they 
were ordered to their quarters, to refrefh them- 
_felves with fleep. It was, befides, very cold, 
and much rain fell; and as the wind was va- 
triable, they could make but little progrefs. 
Theice, inthe morning early, feemed rather to 
clofe upon them, than to divide; and being 
apprehenfive for their boats, they atcempted és 
hoift the lances on board, but that belonging 
ta the Carcale, beng either too unweildy, or 
2 #he 
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the men too much fatigued to effect it, they 
flung her to the fhip’s fide. 

About eight the breeze fprung up freth from 
the north-eaft, exceedingly cold, but opening 
the ice to the weltward. They then made all 
the fail they could, driving with the loofening 
ice, and parting it wherever it was moveable 
with their whole force. ‘Towards noon they loft 
fight of the Seven Ilands. “And in a very little 
while after, to their great joy, Spitfbergen was 

feen from the maft-head. 
| Wednefday 11, the men who, with hard 
jabour, cold and watching, were much difpi- 
rited, on the profpectof a fpeedy deliverance, 
and feeing theice no longer adhere in immove- 
able bodies, began, after a little refrefhment, 
to refume their wonted chearfulnefs. They had 
not till the fecond clofing of the ice, after the 
attempt to dig a paflage through it had proved 


ineffectual, and that the hauling the lances’ 


had been tried with little better fuccefs, difco- 
vered the leaft defpondency. But when they 
had exerted their utmoft efforts, and Provi- 
dence, which at firft feemed to fecond their en- 
deavours, appeared to have forfaken them; 
when their pilots had filled their minds with 


the terrors of their fituation ; and their officers. 
had given the fhips and their moft valuable 


effects over for loft, the men then began to re- 


flect on the hardfhips they were likely to fuffer, 


and to be impreffed with the fenfe of their com- 


ry Mon 
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mon danger. Their apprehenfions, however, 
were but temporary, and the moment they 
were releafed from their icey prifon, and thac 
they were within fight of a clear fea, their for- 
row was changed to mirth, and their melan- 
choly to rejoicing. Feftivity and jolity took 
place of abftinence and gloomy apprehenfions 5 
and before they arrived at Spitfbergen, there 
was not a failor on board with a ferious face. 
_ The ice that had parted from the main body, 
they had now time to admire. As it no longer 
obttruaed their courfe, the various fhapes in 
which the broken fragments appeared, were 
indeed very curious and amufing. One re 
markable piece defcribed a magnificent arch fo 
large and compleatly formed, that a fleop of 
confiderable burden might have failed through 
it without. lowering her maft; another repre- 
fented a church with windows and pillars, and 
domes ; anda third, a table with icicles hang- 
inground it like the fringes of a damafk cloth, 
A fertile imagination might here find enters 
tainment enough; for, as has already been ob- 
ferved, the fimilitude of all that art or nature 
has ever yet produced, might here be fancied. " 
_ They continued working all this day through 
the loofe ice. . Hacluic’s Headland bearing. 
fouth thirty-nine weft, and in their courfe faw a 
Dutch Greenlandman in the fouth-weft quarter. 
_ Thurfday the 12th, they cleared the ice, and 
bore away with all fails fet for the hatbour of 
: | Smears, 
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Smearingburg, in: which they had before caft 
anchor. At two in the afternoon they anchor- 


ed in North Bay, the north part of Vogle 


Sound bearing north forty-five eaft, diftance 
about four miles. At half after four the Com- 
modore made the fignal to weighs and at half 
pat nine, came to an anchor in their former fta- 
tion, where they found four Dutch Greenland- 
men lying in readinefs to depart, Thefe Durch- 
men acquainted the Commodore, that all the 
Englith fifhing fhips fet fail on the roth of 


July, the day to which they are obliged by cons 


tract, to ftay to entitle their owners to receive 
the bounty-money, allowed by Parliament for 
the encouragement of that fifhery. 

About the fame time the greateft part of the 
Dutch fet fail likewife from Spitlbergen, on 
their voyage home; but it is a practice with 
thefe laft, to take it by turns to wait till the fe- 
verity of the weather obliges them to leave the 
coaft, in order to pick up fuch men as may by 
accident have loft their fhips in the ice; and 


who, notwithftanding, may have had the good 


fortune to fave their lives by means of their 
boats. This is a very humane inftitution, and 
does credit to the Dutch Government. Did 


the Britith Government bear an equal regard for — 


individuals, fo many valuable fubjets would 
never be fuffered’ to migrate, as now annually 
hire fhips to convey themfelves to feek their 
fortunes’ in new fettlements. It is eftimated; 
| | that 
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that twelve thoufand at leaft are yearly fhipt 


off from Ireland, and not many lefs from Eng 


jand and Scotland, yet no meafures are thoughé 
neceflary to be taken to retain them at home. — 
The turn of waiting at Spitfbergen falls ans 


‘nually to the lot of about five Dutch fhips, 


who are obliged to fend out their boats daily in 


fearch of their unfortunate fellow fubjectss . 


fome of thefe boats have themfelves fuffered 
feverely, and have been detained feven or eight 
days by fevere weather in thefe excurfions, to 
the great anxiety of their friends. 

The day of our voyagers return to Smearing- 
burg Harbour being fine, the Commodore or- 
dered a tent to be raifed on the lower point to 
the fouth-weft, where there was a level plain 
for the fpace of two miles, and where all the 
mathematical apparatus were again taken on 
fhore for a fecond trial. TROY Seen 

They found, on thé examination of the vi- 
bration of the pendulum, that it differed from 
that at Greenwich by. Harrifon’s time-keepers 


only two feconds in forty-eight hours ; which 
time-keeper, at their arrival at Greenwich, varied, 


only one fecond anda half from the time-pieces 
at the obfervatory_ there. Mr. Robinfon, who 
was articled toCommodore Phipps, from Chritt’s 
Hofpital, and who does honour to that noble 
foundation, was particularly careful to note the 
refult of all the obfervations that were made in 
this high latitude. 


The 
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‘The ovens were alfo here taken on fhore, 
and a confiderable quantity of good foft bread 
-baked for the refrefhment of the men. 
~ Hacluit’s Headland, of which mention has 
been frequently made in the courfe of this voy- 
age, is an ifland on the north-weft point of 
Spitfbergen, about fifteen miles in circumfer- 
ence, on which is found plenty of {curvy-grafs ; 
and in the valleys, fome of which extend from 
two to three miles, there is ftore of other grafs in 
dummer, on which the deer is fuppofed to feed. 

The people were now fully employed in over. — 
hauling the rigging, tarring the fhips fides, 
taking in water, peying and rit the matts, 
and in preparing the fhips for purfuing their 
voyage upon difcovery ; or, if that was found 
impracticable, for returning home. 

On the 16th, two of the rayereas fhips weighed 
anchor, and failed away in company. 

On the 17th, vaft pieces of broken j ice, fup- 
pofed to have fallen from the Icebergs, came 
floating into harbour, When thefe pieces, 
which are undermined by the continual agita- 
tion of the fea in ftormy weather, lofe their 
{upport, they tumble with a crack that fur- 
pafies the loudeft thunder ; but they were told, 
that no other thunder was ever heard in this 
latitude. 

The activity a i RN {fpirit of the 
Ruffians already noticed, begin to manifeft it- 
felf every where, and itis not improbable, but 

3 jy eae | that 
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that the maritime powers may one day or other 

have caufe to repent their emulation in con- 
" tributing to aggrandize the naval power of that 
increafing people. The dominions of the Ruf- 
fian empire, are fituated to command the trade 
of the univerfe ; they are now actually erecting 
a yard for building fhips at Kampfchatka, to 
improve their difeoveries from that quarter, and. 
to open a trade from thence to China. They 
have attempted to fettle colonies, as our voy- 
agers were told, on the fouthernmoft diftricts 
of Spitfbergen, and thofe of the new fettlers, 
who furvived the firft winter, were preparing 
to encounter the rigour of the climate in a fe- 
éond. . Ehis can only be done by way of expe- 
yiment, totry if a fettlement is practicable, for — 
thofe now fent are faid to be criminals. 

During the fix days which the thips anchored 
here to make obfervations, take in water, re- 
freth the men, and refit, our journalift made 
fevyeral excurfions tothe adjoining iflands, where 
the birds appeared in aftonifhing numbers; it 
being the feafon for bringing forth their young, — 
and teaching them to fly, and to dive. 

OF all the birds that breed in thefe iflands, 
the burgermafter is the largeit, and the moft 
ravenous; he is fo called by the Dutch, from 
his fize and his authority, as he holds all the 
other birds in fubjection. His bill is long and 
crooked, rather like that of the ftork, than 
that of the hawk, and is of a yellow colour. 
2 | He 
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He has.a red ring about his eyes; is web-foote 
ed, but has but three claws on each foot, His 
wings are of a beautiful pear] colour, edged 
with white; his back a filver grey; his body 
white as fnow, and his tail of the fame colour, 
which when he flies he fpreads like a fan. He 
builds his neft very high in the rocks, inacceffi- 
ble either to bears or foxes. He preys tpon 
all the other birds, and eats the carrion of fith 
or fleth, or whatever comes in his way. . His 
cry is horrible, and when he fcreams, the mal- 
lemuch, a bird as large as a duck, is fo much 
intimidated, that fhe will fink down, and fuffer 
him to: devour her without oppofition.. 
Our journalift found it very dangerous to 
- purfue his way over the hills and “precipices in 
this rugged country. The clefts on the moun- 
tains are like thofe in the ice frequently impaf- 
fable; but they are abundantly more hazar- 
dous, being fometimes concealed under the 
{now, fo that a traveller is engulphed before he is 
aware. Many have been entombed in thefe clefts, 
and perifhed in the hearing of their compa-_ 
nions, without a poffibility. of relief. To a 
contemplative mind, however, even'the defor- 
mitiés of nature, are not unpleafing, the wif- 
dom of the Creator heing manifeft in all his 
works, . | 
On the rgth of Auguft the Sail w ‘adraibonaa, 
and on the twentieth they cleared.the harbour. 
eet found the tide to flow north-eaft and 
We fouth« 
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fouth-weft, and to rife three feet feven inches 
perpendicular height. 

~ On the 22d they again found themfelves be- 
fet with loofe ice. They were then in latitude 
So degrees 14 minutes north, longitude 5 de- 
grees 44. minutes eaft. | 

On the 22d they had a heavy fea from the 
fouth-weft quarter. 

On the 23d the Carcafe, being a heavier 
failer than the Race Horfe, loft fight of the 
Commodore, and fired a fix-pounder, which 
was anfwered. In the evening they came in 
fight, and purfued their courfe with favourable 
weather, and without any thing worthy of no- 
tice happening till ; 


z 


September 5, when, being clear and calm. 


weather, the Commodore founded, and found 
eround with feven hundred fathoms, very foft 
mud. The people were employed eight hours in 
heaving up the lead with the capftan. At three 
in the morning the fun rifen, took the ampli- 
tude, and found the variation to be 22 degrees 
63 minutes weit. | 
"September 7, at five in the afternoon, they 
had heavy fqualls, with rain; at feven in the 
morning moderate weather. This day, in 60 
degrees 15 minutes weft, they found their lon- 
itude, correéted by obfervation of fun and 
moon, to be 5 degrees 59 minutes eaft. Lon- 
gitude by time-keeper 4 degrees 45 minutes 
eaft; a very remarkable difference, 
The 
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The fhips purfued their courfe home in com- 
pany together, with high feas and variable wea- 
ther, till 5 

Sept. rr, when, at half after ten, the night 


dark, and the weather moderate, the wind all | 


at once veered to the fouthward, and a {trong 
gale with a great fea came on. The fhips 
parted, and never more came in fight till they 
met off Harwich, onthe Englifh coaft. 

Our journalift being on board the Carcafe, 


‘can now only relate what happened to that’ 


floop, till her arrival in the River Thames. 
When the gale came on, the Commodore’s 
lights not appearing, the Carcafe fired a fix- 
pounder, but that fhot not being returned by 
the Race Horfe, it was concluded, that the 
Commodore was at too great a diftance to hear 
the fignal. At four in the morning the gale in- 
creafing, they clofe reefed the top-fails, and 
employed all hands in lafhing and fecuring the 
boats and booms, and preparing to withftand 
the threatening ftorm. At this time they were 
in lat. 57 deg. 44 min. north; the Naze of 
Norway bearing fouth eighty-eight eaft, diftant 
thirty-one leagues. 
Sunday, September 12, frefh gales, with fre- 
quent fhowers of rain; handed gib and ftay- 
fail; at two in the afternoon hard fqualls and 
violent fhowers of rain ; handed fore and mizen 
top-fail,; faw a fail to fouthward ftanding to 
— gaftward ; cloudy and obfcure fky; at ten at 


night — 
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night came on fuddenly a very heavy fquall;_ 
handed all the top-fails; ftrong gale, with fe~ 
vere fhowers of rain. At midnight blowing a 
violent ftorm of wind, reefed. and handed the 
main-fail and fore-fail ;. lowered down'the lower 
yards, balanced the mizen, and laid the hip 
too under it, with her, head to the weftward, 
the fea making a free paflage over the fhip, 
Shipped fuch heavy feas, wafhed all the provifi- 
ons and cafks that were lafhed on the deck, 
over board; kept two pumps continually go- 
ing; obliged to fkuttle the boats, to prevent 
their being wafhed over-board. . At four in the 
morning fhipped fuch heavy feas, as wafhed all 
the booms and fpars that had been with all 
poffible care fecured on the deck, over-board. 
"The fhip mofily under water. No fight of the 
Commodore; under great appichenfions for 
his fafety, as his veffel laboured much more 
than ours. At this time one of the mates, the 
carpenter, and a fore-ma{t-man, were aiid 
over-board. The .carpenter, a very careful 
fober man, who was in the wafte, fecuring the 
hatches and ftores, was wafhed in and out at 
the ports three times, before he could fecure 
himfelf. At ten. in the morning rather 
moderate. Set the mizen-ftay-iails fwayed 
the lower yards up, and fet. the. courfes. At 
half paft eleven,’ ftrong fqualls and heavy 
gufls; handed both courfes; and fettled the 
lower yards. 

Sep-. 


VOYAGE TO THE Nortu-East. 04 
September 13, ftrong gales and fqually. Con- 
tinually fhipping heavy feas. At three in the 
afternoon rather more moderate; fet reef cour- 
fes; fwayed up the lower yards, and fet the 
main-top-fail. The fhip now making no wa- 
ter; at feven in the evening fet fore-top-fail 
and gib; very heavy {ea from fouth-weilt 
quarter. At eight in theevening moderate and 
cloudy ; let the third reef out of the main-top- 
fail; founded thirty-five fathoms fine brown 
fand. At one inthe morning light airs, hazey 
weather, and great fea. Wore fhip, and ftood 
to weftward. At four frefh breezes, with rain. 
At half paft eight faw a fail'to eaftward ; fup- 
pofing it the Commodore, made the private 
fienal, and fired a fix-pounder. At nine bore 
down upon her, and brought her to. She 
proved a Hollander from Archangel, bound to 
Bremen. Courfe fouth forty-two weft, latitude 
fifty-fix dee. four min. north. 
September 14, ftrong gales, and cloudy; 
under reef. courfes. At two in the afternoon 
moderate; fet main-top-fail. Atthree fet fores 
top-fail ; a great fea from weltward. At feven 
in the evening moderate and cloudy. Out the 
third reef of the main-top-fail; uncertain wea- 
ther; f{qually, and at times much rain; at 
three great fog. This day, at’noon, Flambo- 
rough-head fouth forty- fix weft, diftance thirty 
leagues, ‘ 


September 
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September 15, light breezes, and clear 
weather; out all reefs, and fwayed up the 
lower yards. At four in the afternoon faw a 
{ail to fouth-eaft ; bore down, and brought her 
to. She proved to be a Pruffian fifherman, 
had been ten days from Edinburgh; hoifted 
out the fmall cutter; the fecond Lieutenant 
went on board of her, and bought a fine cargo 
of fifh. At five the boat returned ; we hoifted 
her on board, with plenty of mackarel and_ 
herrings. Made fail, and ftood to fouth-weft 5 
founded every half hour; found from thirteen 
to fifteen, and eighteen fathoms, fine brown 


fand, mixed with cuhicls fhells. At feven in 


the evening took the firit reef, and hauled in the 
top- -fails ; frefh gales, and cloudy. At two in the 
morning deepened in water to twenty fathom. 
Took in fecond reef of the top-fails; tacked 
fhip, and ftood to north-welt. At five in the 
morning got into fifteen fathom 5 and at feven 
into ten, Atnine in the morning clofe reefed 
the top-fails, and at ten handed them; very 
frefh gale, and violent rain. 

September 16, rather more moderate; fet 
the main-top-fail ; fqually, with rain; a con- ; 
fufed fea from weft-north-weft. At five in the 
afternoon foundings from five to twelve, from 
twenty-feven to thirty-two and thirty-four fa- 
thoms, fine brown fand, black {pecks, frefh 
gales, and cloudy. At eight took in firft and . 
fecond reefs of top-fails,; at eleven at night 

' clofe 
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clofe reefed the main and fore-top-fail, and 
handed the mizen; frefh gales, and cloudy 
weather. Atfourin the morning fhoaled water 
to twenty-two fathoms; brown fand and broken 
fhells, At five faw feveral fail to north-weft ; 
fired, and brought one of them to. At eig he 
fhook the firft cial fecond reefs out of the top- 
fail; hove down upon a floop, which came 
from Gravefend; took on board the mafter, as 
a pilot to carry the fhip through Yarmouth 
Roads; put on board one man in his room, 
and ordered his veffel to follow us. Stood to 
the fouthward. | 


September 17, frefh breezes, and cloudy 
weather; kept the lead going every half hour; 
found our founding from ten to twelve fathoms, 


fine brown fand. At fix in the afternoon frefh 


gales; clofe reefed the main-top-fail; found- 
ings from ten to fixteen fathom; broken fhells 
and large ftones. At feven clofe reefed the 
main-top-fail; kept a light in the poop-lan- 
thorn for the floop. Atten ftrong gales; hand- 
ed the top-fails; laid her to under the main- 


fail; handed the fore-fail, At eleven at night 


got into five fathom; but deepened to eight, 
nine, and ten fathom, brown fand. Loft ficht 
of the fifhing veffel; fired feveral guns, and 
made a apna in the mizen-fhroud. On. fetting 
the farce fail ftacil, it blew to pieces; bent 
anewone. A violent gale of wind; thipped 
a great quantity of water. At four rather mo- 
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derate ; fet the fore-fail. At midnight fet clofe ; 
reefed top-fails. At half paft fix tacked; at 
feven faw the fifhing vefiel; bore down and 


fpoke with her, who had fplit her main-fail in 


the night. At ten faw the land bearing fouth- 
weit by weft, and fouth and by weft. At eleven 
being clear and moderate weather, fhook all 
the reefs out of the top-fails, and fet the top- 
gallant-fail,; faw Cromer light-houfe, bearing 
fouth 55 degrees weft, diftance five leagues. 
September 19, frefh breezes and clear wea- 
ther; bent the fheet-cable, and hauled a range 
of the beft and fmall bower-cables ; bent both 
buoy ropes and buoys to the anchor. At five 
light breezes and fair; tacked and ftood to the 
fouthward. At fix tacked and ftood to the 
north-weft. Cramer north-weft and by north 
four miles; light breezes, and pleafant wea- 
ther; handed in top-gallant-fails, and handed 
the main-fgil. At feven in the evening, to our 
ereat joy, faw Yarmouth Church, bearing 
fouth-eweft. At ten at night came to anchor 
with the beft bower in twelve fathom, fine fand 


and clay; veered out to half acable, and hand- | 


ed all the fails. Winterftone Nefs lights bore 
fouth and by. weft four miles: At two in the 
morning frefh breezes and cloudy. At half 
patt four weighed, and made fail. Employed 
in wotking from Winterftone Nefs lights, to 
Yarmouth Roads, making feveral tacks, At 

. feven 
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feven in the morning fet top-gallant-fails; ac 
nine came to an anchor in Yarmouth Road, with 
beft bower in feven fathoms water; fand and 
clay. Yarmouth church fouth fifteen weft, 
diftance two miles. Came on board a pilot to 
carry the fhip to the Nore. 

September 20, frefh breezes and clear wea: 
ther; fent down top-gallant-yards, and got 
every thing clear for ftriking tokens. At five 
in the afternoon moored the fhip. Yarmouth 
church weft-fouth-weft two miles. 

September 21, freth gales and cloudy, with 
frequent rain. At four in the afternoon fent 
down top-gallant-maft. At eight in the morn- 
ing fent the long-boat on fhore for water. We 
were this day vifited by feveral of the inhabi- 
tants of Norwich and Yarmouth, who were 
genteelly entertained by the officers, but we 
could get no intelligence of the Commodore. 

September 23, dark cloudy weather. At 
fix in the evening fwayed up the top-matt, and 
lower yards ; the wind veered to north-weit, 
we prepared to unmoor. Frefh gales, with 
frequent flafhes of lightning. At feven in the 
morning fet on top-gallant-maft, and began to 
unmoor. At eight veered away upon the beit 
bower, and took up the {mall bower-anchor. 
At nine weighed and made fail. At ten got 
up the top-gallant-yards, in company with fe- 
veral fhips. : 
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Saturday 24, at five came to an anchor in 
eleven fathoms. Orford light-houfe ealt by 
fouth four miles, This thay fome religious 
books were diftributed amang the failors, which 
had been fent on board by fome pious perfon 
for their particular perufal. 

Sunday 26. At fix in the evening came to 
with the beft bower in feven fathoms water ; 
Balfey church weft by fouth. At two in the 
morning weighed, and came to fail; Harwich 
lichts north-weft by weft. To their great fur- 
prife, faw the Race Horfe at anchor. - Hoifted 
out the cutter, and Capt. Lutwidge waited cn 
the Commodore, from whom he learnt, that 
in the ftorm of, the twelfth they had all 
their boats wafhed over-board; and, to eafe 
the fhip, were obliged to heave all their guns 
over-board, except two. Came to anchor; 
Harwich church north-weft. 

Monday 27, at two in the afternoon weigh- 
ed, and came to fail in company with the Race 
Horfe. At eight in the evening came to in the 
Swin. At five in the morning weighed, in 
company as before. Turning up the Swin at ' 
half paft nine, came to; Whitaker Beacon 
north-north-eaft one mile. 

Tuefday 28, frefh breezes and dlaGee Wede 
ther. At half paft three-weighed, and came 
to fail. ‘At half paft fix came to with the beft 
bower in fix fathom water ; Shoe Beacon north- 
weft. At half paft five weighed, and came tq 

fail. 
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fail. Working to windward at eleven in the 
forenoon, the Commodore’s boat came on board, 
with orders to proceed to Deptford. At noon 
came to atthe Nore with the beft bower. 

Wednefday 29, light breezes and fair wea- 
ther. At half paft five weighed, and made 
fail. Employed in working up the river. At 
half paft ten came to with the beft bower in 
the gallions, in three fathoms water. Wool- 
wich church north by fouth one half eaft, At 
noon a hoy came along-fide for the gunners 
{tores. 

Thurfday 305 haere, moft of the after- 
noon in getting out the guns, and gunner’s 
{tores. At nine in the evening weighed, and 
came to fail, At ten run foul of a large trani- 
port, and carried away the lar-board mizen- 
fhrouds, and part of the channel. At one in 
the morning came to anchor at Deptford. 
Warped along-fide the Bedford Hulk, and 
moored. At fix unbent the fails, and began 
to unrig. | 

Thus ended a voyage, which feems to have 
determined the queftion fo much agitated con- 
cerning the navigation to the north pole, and 
proved what Captain Wood had before afferted, 
that no paflage would ever be found practicable 
in that direction, , 
From the quantities of ice e which that naviga- 
‘tor met with in latitude 76 north, longitude 
galt, he concluded indeed erroneoufly, that 

the 
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the 8oth degree would bound the paflage to- 
wards the poles, and that from thence the polar 
region was either a continued continent of folid 
Ces or that land filled up the intermediate fpace, 

Jt has been found, however, that thofe feas 
are navigable as far as between the eighty- firft 
and eighty-fecond degrees of latitude; and it 
may poflibly happen, that in fome future years, 
they may be found navigable a degree or two 
farther : but it may now with certainty be con- 
cluded, that a courfe under the pole can never 
be purfued for the purpofe of commerce. 

We have already fhewn inconteftibly, that 
the north fea communicates with the eaftern 
fea, and that the paffage to China and Japan 
may be performed with difficulty by a north- 
eaft courfe, by watching the opportunity, when 
a few days in the year the north fea is open. 
But who would think of expofing a fhip’s com- 
pany to the hazard of being frozen to death in 
a tedious, uncertain, and Haat tious pafiage, 
when a fafe, certain, and, one may fay, fpeedy 
paflage at all times lies open before them. 

From Behring’s difcoveries to the eaft of Ja- 
pan, and from the continent he there met with, 
there feems reafon to believe, that the land feen 
by Commodore Phipps to the eaftward of theSe- 
ven Iflands, might be a continuation of that con- 
tinent. In that cafe it is not improbable, but 
that either that continent may join to the weftern 
‘part of America, or that it may extend fouth- 

ward, 
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ward, and form a part of that continent fo 
much fought after in the fouthern hemifphere. 

A fmall premium of two or three thoufand 
pounds fecured by Parliament, to be paid te 
the owner or owners of any Greenland fifhing 
fhip, that fhould be fortunate enough to difco- 
ver fuch a continent to the eaftward or north- 
ward of the Seven Jflands, might poffibly have 
a better effect, than many expenfive expeditions 
fitted out folely for the purpofes of fuch difco- 
very. This, by atrading nation, were it only 
to improve the fcience of geography, would 
furely be well beftowed. 

It is true, indeed, that the reward Behe 
by parliament for the difcovery of a north-wetft 
paflage, has not yet been attended with that fuc- 


cefs, with whieh the promoters of the bill had - 


flattered themfelves and the public, from the li- 
beral f{pirit with which it was granted. 

‘The Hudfon’s Bay Company, though bound 
by their charter to further and promote the dif- 
covery, were generally fufpected, from interefted 
motives, to oppofe and difcourage every ar- 
tempt to accomplifh it. And Captain Mid- 
dleton, who in 1740 was fent in a king’s fhip 
upon that fervice, returning without fuccefs, 
was publicly charged with having received a 
bribe of five chowfaad pounds to defeat the 
undertaking, and by his report to- difcourage 
any farther attempts in purfuit of it. This 
charge was ftrongly fupported, and generally 

| : credited, 


Ee 5 


7 


ro4 VOYAGE TO THE Norta-Easr. 

credited. And Mr. Dobbs, by whofe interefe 
Captain Middleton was employed, had the ad- 
. drefs to prevail with the then miniftry, to pre- 
clude any future fcheme of private. corruption, 
by promoting the public reward ct mene 


tioned. 
The preamble to the act will ftate thts mat- 


ter in the true light it fets forth, ‘* That 
«© whereas the difcovery of a north-weft paf- 
«© fage through Hudfon’s Streight to the weftern 
« ocean would be of great benefit and advan- 
“¢ tage to this kingdom, and that it would be 
<¢ of great advantage to the adventurers to at- 
<< tempt the fame, if a public reward was given 
“© to fuch perfons as fhould make a perfect dif- 
<< covery of the faid paflage; it is therefore 
«¢ enacted, that if any fhips or veflels belong- 
<« ing to his majefty’s fubjeéts fhall find out and 
<¢ fail through any paflage by fea between 
«© Eludfon’s bay and the weftern ocean of Ame- 
<¢ rica, the owners of fuch fhips or veflels fhall 
“< be entitled to receive as a reward for fuch 
<< difcovery the fum of Twenty-THousanD 
«© Pounps.” And as a farther encouragement 
to profecute this difcovery, and to prevent ob- 
ftructions from interefted perfons, it was e- 
nacted, ‘* that all perfons, fubjects of his Ma- 
‘¢ jefty, refiding in any place where the faid 
“¢ adventurers may come in the profecution of 
«¢ this difcovery, fhall give the faid adventu- 
“* rers all PAA aS and fhall no way obftruct, 
s¢ moleft, 
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®¢ moleft, or refufe the faid adventurers reafon- 
«¢ able fuccour in any diftrefs they may fall 
© into in the profecution of this difcovery.” 

Such was the encouragement, and fuch the 
liberal reward that was and is fecured by par- 
liament to the fortunate difcoverers of a north- 
weit paflage to the great pacific ocean; a paf- 
fase which, it is generally believed, would open 
a trade with nations on the Horthert continent 
of America, wholly unknown to the maritime 
powers of Europe, and iuppofed, from their 
fituation, to abound in commodities equally 
rare and precious with thofe of any other coun- 
try under the fun. 

The fair profpeé&t of acquiring fame by en- 
larging commerce, the hope of obtaining the 
parliamentary reward, and the defire of ex- 
pofing the dif-ingenuity of Captain Middleton, 
were incitements fufficient to prevail with Mr. 
Dobbs to follicit the equipment of two thips 
for another voyage, which he made not the 
leaft doubt would find out the paffage fo long 
fought for’ in vain, and by the advantages at- 
tending the dilcovery, exceed the moft fanguine 
expectations of the adventurers. 

The command of this expedition was given to 
Captain Ellis, who, on the gift of May, i746, 
palled Vermouth i in the Dobb’s Galley, accom- 
panied by the California Sloop, and convoyed 
to the north fea by the Loo.man ‘of war. 
But in proportion as Mr. Dobbs had flat- 
tered the avarice of the adventurers who were 
‘to fhare in the reward, and had elated himfelf 
with the thoughts of triumphing over the dif- 
grace of Captain Middleton, to it happened, 
that when the fhips returned without having 
effected any one thing of confequence, the cha- 
erin of the former for having advanced their | 

money 
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money on a vifionary project, and the mortifis 
cation of the latter in not being able to fup- 
port his charge, were increafed by every cir- 
_cumftance that could aggravate the difappoint- 
ment. Captain Middleton now triumphed in 
his turn, and no fhip from England has fince 
been induced to undertake the voyage, not- 
withftanding the greatnefs of the reward. | 

It is now, however, believed, that Govern- 
ment have in contemplation another voyage to 
the north, to which that of Captain Phipps 
was only the prelude; but there is reafon to 
conclude, from what has already been faid of 
thefe latter attempts, and from the, ill fuccefs 
of former undertakings, that the difcovery of a 
north-weft paflage is not the fole ebjcét in view. 
The figure of the earth, the phenomena of 
the winds, the variation of the compais, and 
the attraction of the magnet, are points yet 
unfettled, of infinite importance to navigation ; 
and it is not impofflible, but that a more careful 
examination of the polar regions may lead to 
the folution of problems, that have hitherto 
bafied the enquiries of the ableft navigators. 

A very flender acquaintance with the difficul- 
ties and hardfhips attending northern difcove- 
ries, will fully account for our knowledge 
of the countries furrounding the pole being 
ftill very imperfect. A brief recapitulation of | 
the fufferings of thofe to whom we are moft 
indebted for our information, will not, we. 
hope, be thought an impreper conclufion to a 
voyage folely undertaken with a view to enlarge 
it. 

The firft who conceived the idea of exploring 
the northern regions was Sebaftian Cabbot. 
That enterprizing navigator, long before Ma- 
—gellan thought of a paflage to the pacific ocean 
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by the fouth-weft, had made two voyages, with 
a view to direct his courfe to the fame fea by 
the north-weft. In thefe voyages, he difco- 
vered Newfoundland, the coaft of the Efqui- 
meéaux Indians, and had penetrated as far as the 
64th degree of latitude, when a mutiny among 
his men, or rather an obftinate refufal to pro- 
ceed any further, obliged him to return; yet 
he died in the perfuafion that a paffage in that 
direction certainly exifted, and that he fhould 
have found it but for the oppofition of his 
_erew, oe 

The next, who, prepofiefled with the fame 
notion, undertook a voyage for difcoveries to- 
wards the north, was Sir Martin Forbifher. 
He difcovered Greenland, and in, the latitude 
of 62 deg. north, paffed a ftreight, which, 
though it {till holds a place in our maps, has 
never been found navigable fince. He made 


two other voyages, difcovered many bays and 


capes, to which he gave names, but returned 
without attaining the principal object of his 
voyage, though, like his predeceffor, he af- 
ferted the certainty of its exiftence to his lateft 
hour. | Ain 

To him fucceeded Sir Humphry Gilbert, 
who in 1583 traverfed the coaft of Labradore, 
entered the mouth of the great river St. Lau- 
rence, and, furrounding theifland of Newfound- 
land, laid the foundation of the cod fifhery, 
~which has been profecuted with immenfe ad- 
vantage to his country ever fince. 

- The rapid progrefs of difcoveries in the 
fouthern hemifphere, which about this time 
avere attended with vaft profit to the adventu- 
rers, re-animated cotemporary navigators, to 
profecute, with more ardour than ever, their 
enterprizes towards the north. The more the 
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pacific ocean became known, the firmer the 
belief prevailed, that a paflage into it by way 
of the north muft certainly exift, and that who- 
ever could difcover it, would not only immore 
talize his name, but enrich his country. 

The merchants of that time were no lefs 
eager to embark their money, than the naviga- 
tors were to hazard their perfons in any new 
project, where the hope of gain appeared to 
be well founded, A company therefore of 
wealthy perfons in London agreed, to join a 
company of merchants in the weft, and to fit 
out two fhips for the difcovery of a paflage, 
which all agreed was practicable, though none 
could tell readily where to find it. To the 
command of this expedition Captain John Da- 
vis was {trongly recommended as an able navi- 
gator, and of a bold and enterprifing {pirit. 
Accordingly, on the 7th of June, 1685, he 
fer fail from Dartmouth, in the Sun-fhine of 
fifty tons, and accompanied by the moon-fhine 
of thirty-five tons, having on board both vefiels 
forty-two hardy feamen. On the rgth ‘of July 
they were alarmed by a mighty rearing, which 
was the more terrible, as the fog was fo thick, 
that they could not fee each other at a fhip’s 
length. It proved only the crackling of the 
iflands of ice, which was naz then very well 
underftood. On the breaking up of the fog 
they difcovered land, which, from its horrid 
appearance, they named the laud of defolation. 
On the 24th they were in 64 deg. 15 min. 
north, the fea open and the weather moderate. 
In this latitude they difcovered land, and con- 
verfed with the natives, who appeared to be a 
_harmlefs hofpitable people, polite in their man- 
ners, neatly habited, and not ill-favoured. 
Theie friendly people, obferving that the aie 
| | iia hit 
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ith admired their furs, went up in the country 
‘to bring down more, with which they traded 
with much fimplicity. To an adjoining hill 
Davis gave the name of Mount Raleigh, “from 
which he took his departure, on the 8th of Au- 
euft, and on the 11th doubled the fouthernmoft 
cape in view, to which he gave the name of 
the Cape of Gad’s Mercy, and entered a ftreight, 
- which bears the name of the Difcoverer to ‘this 
day. In this ftreight he failed fixty leagues, 
and on the 14th went on fhore, and found 
evident figns of human inhabitants, being met 
by a pack “of dogs (twenty in number) that ex: 
prefied their joy, as if their mafters had been re- 
turned after an interval of abfence. One of 
thofe had on a leathern collar. The Captain 
was highly pleafed with the promifing appear- 
ance of the new ftreights, and confulting with 
the mafter, agreed to report, upon their return 
home,. that they had found the wifhed-for paf- 
fage to the weftern fea. 


“The weather changing from temperate to ex 


ceflive cold, on the 20th it was refolved to fet 
fail for England, On the r2th of September 
they fell in with the land of Defolation, and 
on the 30th of the fame month entered the 
port of Dartmouth, without the lofs of a man, 
The account Captain Davis gave to his 
owners was fo well received, that other mer- 
chants were defirous of joining in a fecond 


expedition, and accordingly he was again em- — 


ployed, and furnifhed with a much greater 
torce. 

On the 7th of May: he failed from Dart- 
mouth in the Mermaid, of 120 tons, in com- 
pany with the Sun-fhine and Moon-fhine as be- 
fore, and an additional pinnace of thirteen 
tons, called the Norta Star, 
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In the latitude of 60 degrees north Captain 
Davis divided his force, ordering the Sun-fhine 
and North Star to feek a paffage between Green- | 
land and Iceland, while the Mermaid and Moon- 
fhine ccntinued their courfe to the ftreight as 
before. In the latitude of 64 degrees, and 
longitude 58 deg. 30 min. north from London, 
they fell again in with the land, and met the 
fame people with whom they had traded the 
former year. Overjoyed to meet, they. re- 
newed their acquaintance, and while the Eng- 
lifh was preparing a pinnace to facilitate their 
difcoveries, the natives came’ in numbers to 
carry on trade. As foon as the pinnace was 
fitted for fea, Captain Davis: difpatched her 
to examine the inlets on the coaft, and to trace 
their courfe up the main land; but that was 
productive of no effential difcovery. as 

Though the natives attended them with an 

~obfequious diligence, yet on their kindling a fire 
in their manner, and ufing fome {trange cere- 
monies, Captain Davis fuppofing them to be 
ufing idolatrous forceries, firft thruft the prieft 
into the fmoke, and then encouraged his men 
to tread out the flame, and to fpurn the reeking 
coals into the fea. Unable to bear the infule, 
the natives for the firft time began to fhew re- | 
fentment. They feized the boat from the {tern 
of the Moon-fhine, cut the cable belonging 
to the Mermaid, made prize of the implements 
‘that lay upon the fhore, and, in fhort, declared’ 
open hoftilities againft the aggreffors, who in 
return difcharged their, artillery among them, 

which inftantly difperfed them. 4 | 
--. No civilities, however, that could be fhewa 
them, after the indignity offered to their prieft, 
could ever after reconcile them, and the year 
' following they found an opportunity to take a 
i a8 fevere 
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fevere revenge. Inthe mean time one of them 
being made prifoner, was.taken on board the 
Mermaid; who, after recovering his fright, 
trimmed up his darts, repaired his fifhing tackle, 
picked okam, and fet his hand to any thing he 
was fet about; and, afteratime, became a very 
pleafant companion on board. 

On the 17th of July, in latitude 63 degrees 
8 min. north, they fell in with a continent of 
ice, very high, like land, with bays and capes, 
and, till they examined it clofely, could not be 
convinced that it was a mere congelation. 
They coafted it till the 30th, when the weather 
became fo tempeftuous and fogey, and withal 
fo cold, thatthe fhrouds, ropes, and fails were 
frozen and glazed with ice; andthe men, who 
the year before found the fea open and the wea- 
ther temperate, became fo difpirited, that in 
an orderly manner they addreffed their Com- 
mander, and intreated him to confider their 
prefent fituation, to have regard to his own 
life, and the prefervation of theirs; and not, 
through boldnefs and an ingifcreet zeal for 4 
hopelefs difcovery, leave their widows and fa- 
therlefs children to blacken his memory with 
bitter curfes. Moved with their pitiable re- 
prefentation, he difcharged the Mermaid: with 
thofe who were moft defirous of returning 
home, and proceeded in the Moonfhine to pro- 
fecute his voyage. Changing his courfe to reco- 
ver the oppofite fhore on the rft of Auguft, in 
latitude 66 ‘deg. 33 min. north, and longitude 
70 degrees welt, he difcovered land, withouc 
either ice or fnow. On the 2d they caft an- 
chor in a fine road, and in a day or two were vi- 
fited by the natives, who came to traffic. On 
the 14th they fet fail to the weftward, and on 
the 16th changed their courfe to the fouthward. 


On 
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On the r8th they difcovered a high promontory 
to the north-weft, which having no land to the 
fouth, recovered their hopes of a free paflage. 
On doubling the Cape, they found the land 
trending away to the fouth in broken iflands, 
and coafting along till they arrived at a fine 


7 


opening, in latitude 57 degrees, they failed ° 


ten leagues, with woods and lawns on each 
fide, abounding with deer and game of every 
kind. Here they ftaid ull the ift of Septem- 
ber, and then det fail, coafting along to the 
northward, where they were again flattered with 


the hopes of a paflage, by obferving a {trong 


current rufhing in between two lands to the,weft- 


ward, which they were very defirous of approach- | 


ing, but the wind blew diredtly againit them. 
On the 6th, returning to their former fta- 
tion, five of the crew fell into an ambufcade; 


for having ventured on fhore unarmed in their . 


boat, they were fuddenly affaulted from the 
woods, two of them killed upon the fpot, two 


ne erievoufly wounded, and the fifth made his 


efcape by {wimming, with an arrow fticking 
in his arm. ‘The fame evening a furious ftorm 
arofe, which lafted till the roth, in which time 
they in a manner unrigged their fhip, and were 
about to cut away her mafts by the. board, the 
cable of their fheet anchor parted, and they 
every moment expected to be dafhed upon the 
rocks, and to be made a prey by the favage can- 


nibals of the country; but the ftorm abating, - 


and the fea growing calm, they recovered their 
anchor on the 11th, and made fail for England. 

About the beginning of October they arrived 
at Dartmouth, where they found the Sunfhine, 
but the North Star having parted company in a 
hard gale on the coaft of Greenland, was never 
more heard of, _ 


: This 
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This undaunted mariner had yet the courage 
toundertake a third voyage, and then failed as far” 
as the 73d degree of north latitude, but being 
» deferted by his companions, was forced to re- 
turn in great diftrefs to his old port. Upon his 
return he wrote a letter to his patron, affuring 
him, that he had found an open fea in latitude 
73 degrees north, and a {ftreight forty leagues 
broad, and concluded from thence that the 
_paffage was moft certain. 

From this period till the year 1610 we find 


no farther attempts made'to revive this difco- . 


very; but inthat year Mr. Henry Hudfon, one 
of the moft celebrated mariners of his time, was 
prevailed upon to undertake a voyage that was 
purpofely fet on foot to make trial of his fkill. 
He failed April the 7th, 1610, fleering direftly 
to Davis’s Streights, he there changed his courie 
to the weftward, and ftruck outa new track that 
no mariner had ever failed before, which led 
him through the. ftreight that ftithbears. his 
ame into the great bay. that bounds the Ame- 
rican continent on the north-eaft, and feems to 
communicate by various openings with the 
north fea. Here he continued traverfing for 
almoft three months in fearch of a paflage to the 
weftward, but finding himfelf embayed, he 
{toad to she fouth, intending to winter in the 
mildeft latitude the Bay would admic ; ; accord- 
ingly, he is faid to have wintered in latitude 

52 degrees north, longitude 80 degrees weft, 
where onthe 1ft of November. his fhip was 
frozen in, and being fcantily provided with 
provifions, the crew mutinied, and in the end 
moft barbaroufly contrived, as the writer ex- 
prefles it, to turn the Captain, the carpenter, 
and all the fick men out of the fhip, who were 
hever more heard of. After which the leaders 
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their way for England; but in their paflage 
home not a few perifhed, and thofe who furvived 
{uffered unfpeakable mifery. 


was certainly known that the Captain and alt 
who were left behind were either drowned,, 
ftarved, or murdered, the progrefs he had 
made in the difcovery encouraged others to fol- 
low his.track. yo 

The next who adventured was Captain But- 
ton, a man of great abilities, courage,. and ex- 
perience. Patronized by Henry, Prince of 
, Wales, he failed in 1617, and having pafled 
Hudion’s Streights, purfued a different track 
from that ef Captain Hudfon, leaving his dif- 
coveries to the fouth, and fhaping his courfe 

to the north-weit. | 
: After failing more then two hundred leagues, 
he fell in with a large continent, which, from 
its mountainous appearance, he named New 
Wales ; but finding no paflage to the weftward,. 


fouthward, till he arrived at Port Nelfon, where 
he wintered in 63 deg. 30 min. north; but, 
hough he kept three fires in his fhip conftantly. 
burning, and his company killed incredible 
aumbers of white partridges and other wild 
fowl, yet many of his men perifhed by the fe- 
yerity of the cold, which in that climate was 
-almoft infupportable. | 

In 1615 Captain William Baffin undertook. 
the examination of the extremity of that fea: 
into which Davis’s Streights opened a pailage, 
and he fo far fucceeded, as to determine its ex- 
rent, and to difcover an outlet marked in our 
maps, by the name of Sir Thomas Smith’sSound,, 
which is probably. the only communication be- 
. tween: 


of the mutiny determined to make the beft of 


- But notwithftanding this difafter, and that it — 


he followed the direction. of the land to the — 


é 


~~ 
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tween our northern bays and the great ‘pacific 
ocean, which nature has provided, in order to 
maintain a general circulation, without which 
it is hardly poffible to conceive, that the equi- 
poife of the globe could for a moment be pre- 
ferved. 

In 1619 Captain John Munk, at the inftance 
of his Danifh Majefty, undertook this difco- 
very, and arrived fafe at Cape Farewell, where, 
though the tackle of the fhip was fo frozen and 
full of ificles, that the mariners could not han- 
dle the ropes, yet next day it was fo hot, that 
they were forced to work in their fhirts. He 
entered Hudfon’s Streight in the month of July, 
and was forced to winter in latitude 63 degrees 
20 min. north, on an ifland that ftill retains his 
mame; but the hardthips he endured almoft 
exceed belief. In May, 1620, he found him- 
felf alone in a cave dug in the earth, fearce 
alive, and ‘almoft morally certain, that all his 
mariners were dead. As foon as the weather 
would permit he crawled forth, and found, of 
all his erew, only two left. By removing the 
inow, they found fome frefh herbs underneath, 
and by eating them, recovered from the {curvy. 
Unable to navigate their thips, they abandoned 


her to the favages, and, by a wonderful provi-_ 


dence, got fafe to Norway in the Pinnace. 
Being a maf of uncommon refolution, he was (till 
follicitous te perfect a difcovery, which had 
baffled the refearches of fo many able naviga- 
tors, and to acquire glory, by accomplifhing 
that which they had failed to attain. He af 
ferted the exiftence of fuch a paflage fo con- 
fidently, and laid dewn the method of finding 
it fo plaufibly, that he had perfuaded the mer- 
chants of Norway tovraife a joint ftock to de- 
fray the expences of a fecond voyage; but ap- 
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BS plying to the King for his permiffion and pro- 
ee teétion, and relating to him hisown fufferings, 
and thofe of his companions in his former voy- 
age, his Majeity told him, he had already been 
the death of too many of his fubjects, and 
wondered at his prefumption to feek to murder 
more. To which Monk gave a quick reply, 


ftomach with his.cane. Whether the fevertty 
of the blow, or the fenfe of the indignity was 
the occafion, is not certain; but he quitted the 
royal prefence with marks of ftrong refentment, 
and returning to his chamber, refufed affiftance, 
and three days after breathed his aft. — 

Capt. Luke Fox and Capt. James were the 
next who profefiedly engaged in this difcovery 3 
the firft in a King’s frigate, viétualled for eigh- 
teen months ; the other in a {mall veffel of feven- 
ty tons, built at Briftol on purpofe 5. victualled 
and equipped by private adventurers. 

Captain Fox departed in the {pring of 1631, 
traced all the weftern bays difcovered by ior- 
mer navigators, examined the weftermoft part 
of Hudfon’s Bay, and returned in 1632. He 
publifhed a pompous account of his difcoveries, 
which, however, was never much regarded. 


fet fail from the Severn’s mouth, and on the 
2oth of June cleared Hudf{on’s Streights, 
where he found himfelf fo peftered with broken 
ice, as to put it out of his power to profecute 
his difcoveries to the north-weftward, as he had 
intended ; he therefore ordered his mafter to 
fteer weft fouth-weft, and on the 27th of July, 
after fuftaining moft dreadful fhocks, found 
his fhip enclofed fo faft among the ice, that 
notwithftanding it blew a hard gale, and all 
fails fet, fhe ftirred no more than if fhe had 
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which provoked the King to {trike him over his | 


- On the 3d of May, 1631, Captain James 
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been in a dry dock. It was now that the men Srtk 
began to murmur,and thé Captain himfelf wasnot 
without his fears, leit they fhould here be frozen 
up and obliced to winter in the middle of the 
fea, By an obfervation which they made upon 
the ice, they found that they were in latitude 
58 deg. 54 min. north. | 

On the 5th of next month to their great joy 
the ice opened, and on the 6th they were again 
in aclear fea,. Onthe 13th, feeing fome break- 


ers a-head, and looffing to clear them, the thip 


fuddenly ftruck upon the rocks, and received 
three dreadful fhocks, but the fwell heaved her 
over, and on pumping fhe made no water, 
They were now encumbered with rocks, as 
before they had been with ice, and in the moft 
perilous fituation that can be conceived, and fo 
continued two nights and two days, every mo- 
ment expecting to be dafhed to pieces. On the 
fog’s clearing up they {aw land from the north- 
weit to the fouth-eaft by eaft, with rocks and 
breakers. On the 16th they weighed and made 
fail, when a ftorm arofe and droye them within 
fight of Port Nelfon. On the 17th they ftood 
fo the fouthward. On the 2oth they made land, 
in latitude 57 degrees north, where they caft an- 
chor,and call’ itthe Principality of South Wales. 
_. Having weighed, on the 27th they fez fail, 
and in the evening came in fight of higher land. 
On the 29th they faw a fail, which proved 
to be Captain Fox, already mentioned, They 
fpoke together, and, after exchanging mutual 
— Civilities, parted. | 
Captain James kept coafting along the fhore 
to make difcoveries, and Captain Fox made the 
eit of his way for England. | 
The Captain now began to think of a cone 
yenjent place to winter in. In thie attempt 
TERRY 
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they met with fo many difafters, that at laft 
having no hope left, thay began to prepare 
themielves to make a good end of a miferable 
life. On the igth they loft their fhallop, tho’ 
Jafhed to the fhip by two hawfers, and to their 
inexpreffible grief their boat was almoft ren- 
dered irreparable. | 

‘Winter now began to fet ina-pace, the nights 
jong, the days clofe and foggy, the feas rough, 
and nothing but fhoals and broken land to na- 
vigate. Added to all thefe the men began to 
ficken, an univerfal dejection to prevail, and in 
proportion as their diftreffes increafed, their 
{trength to bear up againft them grew lets 
every day. : | 

On the 4th of November, being in latitude 


. $2 degrees north, they fell in with an ifland, from 


which they found it impoffible to depart. The 
men were quite worn down with fatigue, the 
fails fo frozen as not to be unfurled, the ropes 
congealed in the blocks, and the deck knee-deep 
in {now. In this forlorn condition they built a 
tent on fhore for the fick, and in this tent they 
kept fires continually burning night and day, 
but the cold increafed fo fait, that beer, and 
even fpirits, froze by the fire-fide. 

The fufferings of the Captain and crew from 
che latter end of Oétober when they landed, 
till the 2d of July, when they departed, are 
hardly to be parelleled, 

This was the laft voyage that was undertaken 
for the difcovery of a north-weft paffage, till 
that of Captain Middleton, already related. 
From all which, and the opinion of Captain 
James after his return, there is great reafon to 
conclude, that what we have faid of a north-eaft 
paffage 1s likewile true of a paflage by the north- 
weft, that it moft certainly exifts, but will never 
be found practicable for mercantile purpofes. 
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